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The Prescott Public Library was built in 1903 by Maxwell and Sines 
for $8,252. The 50 ! xl25 ! lot, on the southwest corner of Marina 
and Gurley Streets, was purchased for $1,000 from F. M. Murphy and 
E. B. Gage.

The rectangular masonry and red brick building faces east and has 
double doors on both the east and north, each with a carved stone 
pediment. The east entrance has cement stairs with a solid railing. 
Above the north entrance is a large arched stained glass window 
flanked by unfluted Ionic columns. The inscription "Public Library11 
is supported by the two columns with a stone bracket between. Above 
the inscription is an entablature and frieze. The windows of the 
main floor have stone lintels with labels. The windows of the lower 
level are unadorned.

Most of the building is smooth-dressed, cut, coursed stone. The 
main floor windows are set in red brick panels. There is a plinth 
running around the entire building.

The lower floor, which was formerly used for city offices, now houses 
the children's library and the library offices. The main floor is 
reached by an attractive staircase whose bannisters have been 
restored to their original finish. They had at one time been 
painted over. The central portion of the main floor contains the 
circulation desk. The north and south ends of the floor contain 
the stacks and reading areas.

There have been no major structural alterations to the building 
inside and no alterations at all to the exterior. The building is 
sound and could be restored to its original appearance with little 
difficulty.

The city plans to have the main floor restored by 1978 and to use 
the building as a repository for city archives and the Arizona 
history collection. The lower floor would be used as the sub-regional 
talking book library.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Prescott Public Library is an attractive small masonry and brick 
building constructed in 1903.

Soon after the founding of Prescott in 1864, several local women gathered 
a collection of children's books for a children 1 s library. In 1870 the 
Prescott Library Association opened a public reading room with 263 
volumes'and 50 newspapers. The public library movement in Prescott had 
several ups and downs in the ensuing years since it had no regular 
funding but existed entirely on donations of time, space, equipment, 
and money.

In 1895, the Monday Literary Society was formed and took over the public 
library as one of its projects. The Society made an effort to secure 
funds from Andrew Carnegie, and in 1899 he offered $4,000 for that 
purpose providing the people of Prescott would match the sum. In 1900, 
a fire which destroyed much of downtown Prescott also destroyed the 
library collection, but $1800 was paid by the insurance company for the 
loss. In the next three years enough money was raised to match the 
Carnegie grant, and the new library was finally opened 24 November 1903 
with 1300 volumes. It was the first Carnegie library in Arizona.

For the next several years, the library was supported by the Monday Club 
(as the Monday Literary Society came to be known), the City of Prescott, 
and various private contributions. By 1917, however, these sources of 
income proved insufficient, and the library was transferred to the city. 
Until 1963, several city offices were housed in the building along with 
the library. In 1969 the building became the center of the city-county 
library system.
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