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Original structure was a one room log cabin with loft or attic. Prior to 1910 
an addition was made to serve as a kitchen. About the same time, a porch was 
added to both the front and rear of the building.

In December 1967, the front porch collapsed during a snow storm. This porch 
was repaired during the summer of 1968 using some of the original material 
and supplementing damaged material with new, attempting to retain the appearance 
of the original structure.

Adjacent to Palace Station is a graveyard wh.ich may contain 15*burial sites. 
The original woodhead marker is still on one grave. "Richard Lambuth 1826- 
1896". Attempts have been made to identify the other graves in the past by 
the Forest Service. The following are also believed to be buried in the 
graveyard:

A. B. Spence 1834-1909 
Clinton H. Beck 1870-1899 
4 Thompson babies 
1 01 in baby 
1 Dozier baby

The fenced area protecting the cemetary contains approximately 1700 sq. ft.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Palace Station as reported by the book "Arizona Place Names" is one of the oldest 
structures built by Anglo settlers in Arizona. It served as a stage station upon 
the Senator Trail between Prescott, the first territorial capitol and Phoenix. 
The stage station was built about 1873 by Alfred B. Spence. It was abandoned about 
1910.

The Palace Station Administrative Site containing 87.18 acres was withdrawn from 
mineral entry May 12, 1969. This withdrawal is recorded in the Federal Register; 
Vol. 34, No. 94, May 16, 1969. The withdrawal recognized the historical signifi­ 
cance and the need for the site for recreation and public purposes.

The Palace Station played a significant role in the local history of the Bradshaw 
Mountains in Central Arizona. Constructed around 1873, by Mr. Alfred B. Spence 
and his family, it is reputed by the book "Arizona Place Names" to be one of the 
oldest Anglo-built structures in the state. It soon became an overnight stage­ 
coach stop for those traveling between Prescott and Crown King, offering food, 
drink, lodging, fresh horses, and minor wagon repairs. Palace Station was used 
for a stage stop until around 1910.

In the early 1900's, Palace Station became important as a freighting center for 
wagons and teams supplying the numerous miners in the Bradshaws. It has some 
military significance also, in that General George Crook frequently used Palace 
as a rendezvous point and bivouac area during the Indian wars. In its waning 
years of importance, the old house was used as a line camp for cattle operations 
for a long period.

At its prime, the Palace Station consisted of the main house (still standing), 
a bunkhouse, milkhouse, barn, corrals, gardens, well, and perhaps other structures. 
In short, it was well equipped to serve as a local center of commerce and trans­ 
portation.

The Cemetary has little significance except as it relates to the Palace Station. 
The names of most of those buried there have been lost through the years. Many 
of the fifteen were thought to have died as babies. Mr. Spence, the founder and 
builder of Palace Station, was buried there in or around 1909 at the age of about 
75.
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CORNER DESCRIPTIONS: ALL CORNERS EXCEPT "A" ARE WOODEN STAKES
236O

A - US Geological Survey 8M 5847 Ft. Datum Prescott
8 - In middle of small rocfc coirn

C- Nrly side of 14" P Pine -Blazed on N. and S. side

D - In middle of small rock cairn

E - In middle of small rock cairn on 8* flat top rock
F- In middle of small rock cairn

Survey run using staff compass and steel tape

DECL 15°E 

Scale: l" = 100*

PALACE STATION DISTRICT 

-AS NOMINATED TO NATIONAL 
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES - 

SE'/4SWi/4SW«/4 Sec. 18 
TI2N. R.IW. G*SRB«M 

YAVAPAI COUNTY, ARIZONA

FIELD WORK BY'-BAYNHAM *LENNIHAN 8/29/79 
MAP PLOTTED BYi BAYNHAM 8/31/75 
FINAL DRAFTING BY: V.SIFFORD IO/I/73
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