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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A combination Italian villa and Greek Revival style this Octagon 
House is a two story brick building with bracketed eaves, corner 
pilasters and porch columns. Interesting details are the two- 
story south bay window area, the eight-sided brick cupola and 
cast-iron star clamps. The house stands as it did in the 
mid -nineteenth century—alone, on a knoll and at the end of a 
tree- lined drive.

All openings are symmetrically placed except on the west side. 
The main entrance is on the southeast side. The double-hung 
windows have wood sills. Those on the east side were once 
floor level and those on the main facades have flanking 
louvered shutters. Eight Doric-like columns support the 
entablature and dentiled cornice of the porch. Each corner 
of the building is accentuated by a 16" cap-like pilaster, 
a form which is repeated in the ^cupola.

A 19" wide sandstone random ashlar foundation supports the 
upper brick walls which range in thickness from 13" to 9". 
Each of the eight sides is 18 feet long. Ceilings are 12' 
8" and, on the second floor, 9' 4". There are eight 
rectangular, four small triangular rooms and a viewing room 
in the cupola which is reached by a graceful eliptical 
stairway. All eight fireplaces are sealed off but the 
original mantels remain. Transoms appear above each door- 
way and the original native walnut woodwork has survived 
though covered in many layers of paint. ;

An underground tunnel with access through the basement 
extends /quite a distance from the building.

A 1912 frame kitchen addition appears at the rear. The
house itself has been painted a light green, the shutters
dark green. '

m

c:
o
H

~z-



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | Q ' 6th Century 

G 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known) 1855
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

[~~j Prehistoric

(3 Historic 

| | Agriculture 

[)£f ArcKi tecture 

D Art 

I | Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

Q Education 

f~l Engineering 

O ..Industry 

| | Invention 

J^) Landscape

Architecture 

| | Literature

Q Military 

Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi­ 

losophy • •

| | Science

I | Sculpture

I | Social/Human­ 

itarian

[ | Theater

| | Transportation

|j Urban Planning 

-D Other, (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Slnnett Octagon House or "Octagon Place" is a particularly 
graceful and well preserved representative of a particular planning 
style promoted in the 19th century.

Samuel de Sinnette, decendant of a French aristocratic family of 
Huguenots who fled to Ireland when the "Edict of Nantes" was 
revoked by Louis XIV, came to Iowa and bought a 320 acre tract 
in 1840 and started to build the Octagon House, which he^esigned, 
in

The Sinnettes lived graciously and did much entertaining of visitors 
and friends in their home. Samuel was a friend and co-worker of Dr. 
James Wee, early Iowa horticulturalist and fruit grower, who lived 
on an adjoining farm to the south and east.

Because of the relatively new octagon houses built in the United 
States, local sentiment is that "Octagon Place" should be preserved. 
Dr. Chas. SI ei enter, present owner, is greatly interested in 
preserving the house and grounds around it to whatever extent that 
seems necessary.

The threat to the destruction of the house is the proposed by-pass 
of U. S. Highway 61 around the City of Muscatine. 
The Iowa Highway Commission has not yet made a survey for the 
location of the by-pass, but local interests will have to be 
vigilant when the planning stage arrives.

As of January 1974 the site will be incorporated into the City of 
Muscatine due to a passed referendum of annexation November 1972.
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