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Town Wakefield
Address 7 Foster Street

Historic Nare South Read ing Academy

Usss Present Office
Original School

DESCRIPTION

Date c. 1828-1829

Source Eaton Historv Ne:Nakpfield

Style federal
builders

Jrciiitect Adam Wiley & his fathpr-
Exterior Wall FabricClanboard ,Shinales

Outbuildings  None

Magor Alterations (with dates)
Date Unknown
South entrv to basement added.

Condition Fair/Good

Moved Yes Dae 1891-92
Acreage Under 1 acre
Setting Faces east on narrow side

Sstreet near town center.

Recorded by Architectural Preservation

organization i-Takefield Historical

Commission
Date Marrh 1985



NATKMHAL REG STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The South Reading Acadeny building i sa nearly intact exanple of
early 19thc. school building design, modified from a res idential
function. | t served as one of theearliest Baptist Academ es i n
the country, and has had many public uses over theyears, making
it a Wakefield landmark. The building retains integrity of
design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and .o,
meet s MtFYA)&k HNCof t he NRHPon thelocal level.

ARCH I EQ LRAL SIGNLH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate intermsof

other buildings within the connunity.

This 1 s a good exanple of an early 19thc. school building which

is actually an enlarged residential

building turned gable endto

the street. 't i sonly 3 bays wide and 2 stories tall but i s7 bays

long and its proportions are large.

| t has a gable roof with

conpl ete eaves returns formng a pediment which i sfilled with

" decorative shingle patterns. 6/6 sash wi ndows have simple surrounds
and ornament i s focused on therecessed entry with its pilasters
supporting an entablature with an unusual Federal keystone motif.

HSTGR CAL S GVH CANCE  Explain the role cwiers played i nlocal or state history and how the

building relatesto the devel opment of the conmunity.

This may be the nost often mentioned building i nWakefield' s several

. local histories. l'ts significance lies i nitsage, itsuses by
important groups over a long period of time, and its symbolic Iink
VtoWkefield s past. | t functioned as a school at a time whenthe

educational level of theyoung was

rising steadily and their nunbers

increasing until a high school was required. The building was put

, up by theFirst Baptist Church and

Society 1 n1828-29 as an acadeny,

for young nen and as t hechurch meeting house. |t was originally

| ocated on Acadeny Hill, east of Crescent Street v/ihere the Lincoln

. School was later built. | t was only theeighth Baptist Acadeny ever
oo . established i nthecountry. The nunber of students declined i n the
fl 1840s just when thetown was recognizing theneed fora public high

school, so i n1l847 the town bought
It until 1871.

thebuilding for $2,200 and used
_ N

In 1891 i t was noved t o Foster Street where i t became t he H M Wrren
Post #12 of the CAP Lodge, later the Methodist Church from 1938-1954*
when that qrouo's church was blown down by a hurrican i n1938. During
their ownership thebuilding was remodeled i n 1942 . From 1954 t o0 1956
the Fraternal Order of Eagles owned and used thebuilding for its
meetings. | t becane a restaurant i nthe 1970s at which time a fire

Bl BLI OGRAPHY" S) ASFf ~- Si Sf eM? interior. It was recently restored forreuse as
a commercial building.

Eaton, Wh & History Commttee. - History of X Takefield Wakefield, 1944
Eaton, Chester & Warren Eaton. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary,

" * Readi ng, 1896.

Eaton, Lilley. Genealogical History of Reading, Boston, 1874

Daily Item "Fires", Vertical File,

Beebe Memorial Library. o o
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