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Lexington Green, a triangular open space bounded by Massachusetts Avenue,
Harrington Road, and Bedford Street, is located just northwest of the center
of Lexington, Massachusetts. The 2% acre area was acquired by the Town of
Lexington during the first quarter of the 18th century in two parcels of 1%
acres and 1 acre. The Green is now a park commemorating the brief battle
between local Minute Men and British regulars which occurred here on the
morning of April 19, 1775. The most significant physical features of the
Green are the various monuments located on it,

At the southeast corner of the Green, facing the route of the British
advance, is Henry Hudson Kitson's "Lexington Minute Man'; the life-size
bronze figure of a colonial farmer carrying his musket is set on a high
base of rough fieldstones. Near the statue is a bronze plaque, mounted on
a low boulder, marking the site of the wooden belfry which stood on the

south side of the Green between 1768 and 1797.

Two monuments mark the approximate position of the line formed by the

Minute Men on April 19, 1775. That on the east, near Bedford Street, is a
low boulder with a carved inscription (see significance). The Revolutionary
War Monument stands on a slight rise at the western end of the line.

Erected in 1799, it consists of a granite obelisk now surrounded by a

simple iron fence. On its face is an inscription honoring the eight men
who died on the Green, seven of whom are interred in the tomb beneath the
monument.

Boundary

As shown on the attached sketch map in red; beginning at the intersection
of the midlines of Harrington Road and Bedford Street; thence, along the
midline of Bedford Street to its intersection with the midline of Massachu-
setts Avenue; thence; along the midline of Massachusetts Avenue to its
intersection with the midline of Harrington Road; thence, along the midline
of Harrington Road to the point of beginning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On the morning of April 19, 1775, the Lexington Green was the site of a
brief but momentous skirmish between Lexington Minute Men and a British
expeditionary force on route from Boston to seize colonial military
supplies stored in Concord. Though the encounter, in which eight Americans
were killed and ten wounded, delayed the British march for little more than
half an hour, it marked the beginning of the armed struggle for American
independence.

The 2% acre Green was acquired by the Town of Lexington during the first
quarter of the 18th century and served as common ground and a militia
training field. Today it is maintained by the Town as a park and memorial
to the events of April 19, 1775.

Historical Background

Unlike the typical New England common, the Lexington Green was not reserved
for public use in the original division of town lands. Instead, in 1711,
the townspeople used funds raised by public subscription to purchase 1%
acres for a common and militia training field., Eleven years later, they
added another acre to it.

The Lexington Green became a nationally significant site on April 19, 1775.
Sometime between midnight and 1 o'clock on that morning, Paul Revere
arrived in Lexington with word that British regulars were on route from
Boston to capture colonial military stores at Concord. The alarm was
sounded from the belfry which then stood on the south side of the Green.
By 4:30 a.m., some 75 men of the local militia, commanded by Captain John
Parker, had assembled on the Green and at the adjacent Buckman Tavern.

Shortly before daylight the Minute Men formed a staggered line across the
Green and waited for an advance guard of the British troops, commanded by
Major John Pitcairn. After demanding that the militia disperse, Pitcairn
ordered his men to move in among the Americans and disarm them. In the
confusion that resulted, a musket fired, followed by several scattered shots
and then a resounding volley from the British. Before Pitcairn could re-
gain control of his men, eight Americans had been killed and ten wounded--
and the Revolutionary War had begun.
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8. Statement of Significance: (1) Lexington Green

Today, the Lexington Green is a public park, on which are located a number of
memorials to the events of April 19. At the southeast corner of the 2% acre
triangle, facing the route of the British advance, is the commemorative statue
of the "Lexington Minute Man'; the work of Boston sculptor Henry Hudson Kitson,
it was dedicated on April 19, 1900. A bronze plaque, placed by the Lexington
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution in 1910, marks the site of the
belfry which stood on the Green from 1768 until 1797.

Near the western corner of the Green is the oldest American monument to the
Revolutionary War, erected in 1799; beneath it is the tomb of seven of the
eight Minute Men killed on the Green. The monument marks the western end of
the line formed by Captain Parker's company on April 19. The eastern end of
that line is marked by a low boulder; carved on its smooth face are a flint-
lock musket and powder horn and Captain Parker's order to his men:

STAND YOUR GROUND - DON'T FIRE UNLESS FIRED
UPON - BUT IF THEY MEAN TO HAVE A WAR LET
IT BEGIN HERE.

In 1917 landowners around the Green adopted voluntary restrictions to protect
its setting. The Green and the adjacent Buckman Tavern now comprise the core
of the Battle Green Historic District, established by spec1a1 act of the
Massachusetts General Court in 1956.
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