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j William Carlos Williams House is an irregularly shaped,, two-story 
wooden structure with gable roof. The siding is clapboard with sections of 
shingle and a band of vertical boards* On the front, or northwest 
elevation, the main section has two bays. The more northeastern of these 
bays projects slightly under a gable roof. On the first floor this 
projection forms a bay window* A lunette is set in the gable end of this 
section, and a rectangular window is set on the same level in the 
southwestern bay, which has double windows on the first and second floors* 
Northwest of the main section is a multiform wing consisting of four 
overlapping s actions, of which two have gable roofs and two have hipped 
roofs. The entrance to the house is through a porch recessed in the wing at 
the point at which it joins the main section. South of the house is a double 
garage*^

The entrance leads into a hall with a stairway at the northeastern 
side. On the wall of the stair well is a mural of Hew lork City by Ivan 
Earl, and on the southeastern wall of the hall hangs a painting byZIen 
£ha.wi-representing his impression of Dr. VJillaims' poem Patterson. South 
of the hall is the L-shaped living room, which has a brick fireplace with 
a wooden mantel shelf, flanked by bookshelves* This room contains several 
pictures, including a notable example of the work of Charles Demuth 
entitled "Coatesville, Pennsylvania: ISnd of the Parade." The dining room, 
at the south corner of the house, projects slightly to the southeast.

On the second floor there are four bedrooms grouped around a center 
hall* The one in the southeast corner served as Dr. Williams 1 study, where 
he wrote some of his later poetry, especially after his retirement from 
medical practice in 1951• The furniture in this room as in the whole of 
the residence area of the house, is generally unchanged unchanged since the 
poet's death.

The remainder of the house ssrved as Dr, Williams' medical offices, 
and is now used for the same purpose by his son. This part of the house 
has bean considerably altered*
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Carlos Williams, physician, novelist, and poet; has been 
ranked with such literary figures as: Frost, Stevens, Pound, and even 
T.S. Eliot* He was most noted for his verse, which evolved during his 
career, but was distinguished throughout by the immediacy of its 
descriptive brill ance. Thomas Whitaker in his book William Carlos 
Williams writes: "The writing of William Carlos Williams is one of the 
major achievements in 20th-century American literature„"

The house at Nine Ridge Road was Willaims 1 home fromJL?13 to 
1963 when he died. Although the medical offices have been^altered, the 
"residential part of the house has be.^n little changed. It is the home 
of Williams 1 widow at present, and is filled with furniture and objects 
associated with the poet.

William Carlos Williams was born in Rutherford, New Jersey, on 
September 17, 1883. He attended public schools there uitil 1896, when 
he spent a year in Europe attending preparatory school in Geneva* 
.After finishing high school in New York City, he entered the University 
of Pennsylvania kedical School, graduating in 1006»

HeJ.nterned in Hew lork, did pediatrics graduate work in Germany, 
and in^L91Q began practicing in his home town, Rutherford. He remained 
there uatil his death in 1963, writing and practicing medicine, 
although he made several trips to Europe where he met literary lights 
of the day and was inspired b/ them, in his Autobiography he says, 
"Because Flossie, my wife, end I have never moved, Nine Ridge Road 
has become a landmark for many friends who, though they have seldom 
or never visited us, have at least known where we lived."

Williams most famous work, Pictures from Breughel, won the 
/Pulitzer Prize in 1963. /

works include: Poems(1909), The Temper(1913), The 
Jovel(19?3), "KoraTn Hell" (1920), }'Sour GraP3?nTl921),

His other
Great *merican____
In the American Grajn(1925), Autobiography(19f?l) » and Pater son 
(unfinished, 19U6-1963)
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [Aj State Q) Local | |
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