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QNAME
HISTORIC
United States Post Office
AND/OR COMMON
Lexington Main Post Office

HLOCATION

STREETS, NUMBER
1661 Massachusetts Avenue

CITY. TOWN
Lexington N /A VICINITY OF
STATE CODE
Massachusetts 02173 0615
QCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
_DISTRICT JIPUBLIC X0oCCUPIED
JABUILDINGISI _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED
—STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK INPROGRESS
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT N/A_IN PROCESS XAYES: RESTRICTED
—BEING CONSIDERED —YES; UNRESTRICTED
—NO
QAGENCY S

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If tpplicable)

N/ANOT FOR PUBLICATION
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Seventh Congressional District
COUNTY CODE
Middlesex 017

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
JfCOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MILITARY —OTHER

New England Field Real Estate and Building Office

STREET & NUMBER
1050 Waltham Street
CITY. TOWN

Lexington N/A. VICINITY OF

QLOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, EIC
STREET & NUMBER

Cambridge Registry of Deeds,

203 Cambridge Street
CITY TOWN

Cambridge

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

None
DATE

—FEDERAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE
Massachusetts 02173

Cambridge Courthouse

STATE

Massachusetts 02140

—STATE _-COUNTY —LOCAL

STATE



DESCRIPTION

QONDI TI ON GEXKONE GEXK O\
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE
XEAD(exterior) _RUNS X ALTERD _MOVED  DATE
XFAIR (interior) - UNEXPCBED

CESCR BE THE FRESENT ANDCGR d NAL (IF KNOWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

_PHYSI CAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office i sonthefront portion of thesite with the vehicle
maneuvering area toitsrear accessed from Grant Street. Theeast side of
the ot i sbounded by a driveway for thetown offices. Thesite i s land-
scaped with lawn and shrubs. Prom nent features include a pitched roof,
wood cupola, anda strong architectural entrance. A 1964 addition wapsthe
rear two-thirds of thebuilding, changing theoriginal sjanmetrical plansand
elevation into oneof asymmetry. Thelobby was completely renndeled at this
time; it nolonger possesses therobust quality of theoriginal 1930's
handcrafted interior. I nplan, thebuilding i sfronted with a public |obby,
behind which i sthe Postmaster's office, workroom mail vestibule, and
platform

Four | owgranite steps anda deep landing create themin approach.
They are framed by wrought-iron railingswhich termnate with a |anmppost.

The original building rests ona granite base topped with a band of ashlar
granite stones. Thepublic area of thebuilding i smarked by its asphalt
shingled gable room (formerly of slate), five bays by two bays, with an
added metal rain diverter above theentry doors anda wood cupol a behind.
The rest of thebuilding i stopped by a flat roof andparapet wall. The
elevations areredbrick laid i nFlem sh bond with a wood entablature and
granite sills andlintels. Thewood entablature surrounds theentire
structure with aplain frieze anddenticulated cornice. Thewood cupol a,
square i nplan, hasfixed metal |ouvers and metal weathervane.

The front (south) elevation consists of theoriginal five-bay building
with a two-bay addition added totheeast, recessed two bays fromt he
original surface. Theoriginal building uses flat projecting brick pilasters
to distinguish athree-bay entry fromtheouter bays; these pilasters also
mark t hecorners of theold portion. All windows arewood frame, double-hung
with 12/12 light; theoriginal building has recessed brick panels below. The
brick arched entrance, i na sinple Georgian Style, hasfluted engaged wood
colums with a wood base andcapitals flanking thedouble doors and
rectangular fanlight above; thecolums support a plain entablature. I nthe
t5nnpanum i s a stucco and wood panel set behind a cast alumi numeagle with
hal f-spread wings.

Wthin thegabled ends arehalf-circular, wood framed wi ndows. The
addition has a poured concrete base andcontinues theashlar granite band
fromtheoriginal part. Thenorth elevation contains thecovered mail
platform  Theside elevations aresimlar i ndetail tothefront of the
building. Theflat pilasters of theoriginal building endabruptly at the
new section.

(he enters thebuilding into thepublic |obby, separated intotwo
sections by a plaster, glass, and wood partitions. Thelobby, which now
occupies theentire length of theoriginal building, hasa three bay postal
box area tothewest andlockable service area totheeast. Thefloor
consists of terrazzo panels with a black marble border; thewalls have an
of f-white marble wainscot and window sills with a black marble base and
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plaster walls above. Theceiling i sof suspended acoustical tiles. The
Postmaster's office, once occupying thefirst bayalong thefront elevation,
is nowaccessed through a small hallway connectingtothebox area. The
service area consists of twolarge alumnumframed service counterswith a
marble-1ike Formca base.

_ALTERATI ONS

Al'terations include the 1964 addition and | obby/ Postmaster's office
renovations, theroof addition of a metal rain diverter, andthecovering of
a skylight i ntheworkroom

ART

A gold painted wood frame surrounds t he heavy canvas mural hung above
the doors of thelobby partition, ontheservice area side. Entitled "The
Arrival of Paul Revere i nlLexington, April 19, 1775," it was painted by
Ai den Lassell Ripley of Lexington. The former |ocation of the nural was over
the Postmaster's office door t othewest end of theoriginal lobby. Itis in
excellent condition.



01 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ~ CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

— PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC  —COMMUNITY PLANNING ALANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _ RELIGION

— 1400 1499 —ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC — CONSERVATION — LAW —SCIENCE

_ 1500-1 599 AGRICULTURE — ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —SCULPTURE

— 1600-1699 RCHTECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

— 1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsIC __THEATER

— 1800 1899 —COMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ — PHILOSOPHY —_ TRANSPORTATION
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—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES Construction began: r937~ LOUS A Snon, sup. Architect
Dedi cation: Nov. 28, 1938 M'-[HE'MAN' MM SGndros § ., Contractor

STATEMENT F SGNHCANNE  Addition: 1964 Harold M Turiello, Architect for

Addi tion

Al though | ess than 50 years old, thelLexington Min Post Office nerits
inclusion i nthe National Register of Historic Places as an exanpl e of the
type of standardized construction and design advocated by the Public Vdrks
Admnistration (PW) during the 1930's. Built in1938, itislocated in a
transitional area between commercial and residential districts i n Lexington
Center. |tsnodest, donestic scale and redbrick, white stone tri med
exterior treatnents render their building conpatible with residential and
| ow-rise conmercial buildings i nthe area.

Lexington's historical associationswith theearlyBritish and
Anerican skirmshes of the Anerican Revolution evidently dictated the choice
of Colonial Revival fortheir building's style. It was designed withinthe
office of supervising architect Louis A S non. Standardized construction
procedure followi ng a seven-area plan typical of 1930's post office
buil dings, i s one of the key features of this building. This structurewas
started i nlate 1937. The cornerstone was laid on My 20, 1938 and only
seven nonths |ater it was dedicated on Novener 28, 1938. Construction
costs totalled $65,000. The cornerstone reads "Henry Morgenthau Jr.,
Secretary of the Treasury; Janmes A Farley, Postnmaster General; Louis A
S non, Supervising Architect; Neal Mel mck, Supervising Engineer, 1937."

This building i s a product of theoffice of US Supervising Architect
Louis A S non. During his tenure (1933-1941), enphasis was placed on
streanined construction so as to bring economc benefits to aconmmunity
during the Depression. Louis Adolf S nmon was born i n 1870 i nBoston. He
attended MI.T. and entered private practicei n Washington, DC i n 1894.
H began work i ntheoffice of theUS Treasury Supervising Architect in
1896. He served as thechief architect i ntheir office from1905-1933.
From 1933 until his death i n 19"1, he was the US Supervising Architect.

He was responsible for nunerous US Post O fices, custons houses and
courthouses. During his years as Supervising Architect 406 Post Officeswere
designed i nhis departnent. | naddition he designed the Federal Buildingat
the New York World' s Fair of 1939-40.

Thi's building contains awell-executed nural depicting Paul Revere's
alerting thetow fol k of Lexington tothecomng of theBritish. Itisa
product of the section of Fine Arts of theUS Treasury Departnent. |t was
painted by A den Lassel Ripley of Lexington. Born in Wkefield, Ripley
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studied at t he School of Miseumof Fine Arts, andreceived a Paige

Travel ling Fellowship and Logan prize andnedal. Heisrepresentedina
nunber of Arerican nuseuns and painted a nural i nthe Wnchester Public
Libreiry. He i sknown for his series of 14 paintings which constitutes a
cycle depicting the Iife of Paul Revere - this work was conmssioned by the
New Engl and Cor por ati on.

The construction of the Lexington Main Post Office provided a boostto
the local econony during the [ast years of the Depression. Lexington,
however, di d not suffer as severely as other eastern Missachusetts
commnities during the financial crisis of the 1930's. By the m d1930's
Lexi ngton was well onits way t o becomng an affluent "bedroom suburb" of
Boston. During t he1920's several housing devel opnents were constructed on
former farm and. The Lexington Main Post Office was needed t oserve these
new residential enclaves. Farmng of all kinds, including dairies and a
profitable flower industry conducted i ngreen houses scattered across the
town provided jobs for local residents.
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | ldeteriorated unaltered « original site
cn good I lruins altered moved date.
Cnfair I lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

summary paragraph
cn completeness
cn clarity
cn alterations/integrity
cn dates
I Iboundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architecd
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

cn summary paragraph

cn completeriesia s '(\"M

cn clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

cn context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
* other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



Revi ew Comnent s

USPO- - Lexi ngton Main, M ddl esex County, M

Al most 50 years old, the 1937 United States Post Office at

Lexi ngton possesses exceptional historical and artistic
significance for its lobby mural entitled "The Arrival of Paul
Revere in Lexington, April 19, 1775" ~created in 19%0 by acclaime d
local artist Aiden Lassell Ripley under the auspices of the
Treasury Department's Public Art programs of the 1930s-itOs. The
mural depicting Paul Revere's revolutionary ride is an inmpor tant
regional representative of artwork installed in Federal bui 1di ngs
during the 1930s and MG in an effort the bring art to the public
and to visually imnortalize significant historical events, (This
mural is listed in the Park and Markowitz, Denocratic Vstas
Appendi x:  Section Murals and Scul pture by State).

Additionally, the Post Office is an intact, locally significant,
al though modest, representative of the Georgian Revival Style.






























FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDIhJGS OFFICE
PO Box 324
Laxington. MA 0217>0324

Augugs 19, 1985

ITie Honorabl e Ttixit M Hitcfhinson, Jr.
Town hbnager, |bwn of Lexingtcxi

Town OFfice Building

1625 |tossadi usetts Avenue

Lexi ngton, M\ 02173

Desu: Thwn Manager Hut chi nson:

The US Postal Service inocnjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the I'bin Ibst Office in Lexington
and has determned it issignificant fromanhistorical viewpoint.

In vieMof the above eval uation, the US Ebstal Service intends to nomnate
this building to the Ibtional Register of Historic Places. V& would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

|f youcczicur with our proposed action, kindly retuma signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envelc”.

Sincerely,

Gtegory Gil leland
General "Marager

C3oncaur:
Ehclosur es

JPC/ljr



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

My 9, 1986

Ms. Carol DO Shul

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240- 1002

Dear Ms. Shul l:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the

post office located at 1661 Massachusetts Avenue,

County, Lexington, Massachusetts.

|f you have questions concerning this nom nation

call nme at 202/ 268-3107.

Sincerely,

)hn S Soref
lealty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

M ddl esex

pl ease

MY 12 1956



