
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

C 

Reading (#4) 

132 West Street 

ginal Residence 

;sent Residence 

t,- ji-P • C3 Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

iginal o^er Samuel Parker 

location m reiarxun'uu n.-̂.̂.v-̂_ 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 

<xs^ 

' "TION: 

Date c. 1795-96 

Source 1795 Reading mao. 1796 
o l d estate t a x . 

Architect none 

Exterior wall fabric Wood clapboards 
and shingles  

Outbuildings none • 

Major alterations (with dates) Twb 

A T ^ A I — — - ' 

add i t i ons on the n o r t h (c . 1835-45) 

and garap-p iq6n-7n '« ; . . Pnrrh nn 
f r o n t , c e n t r a l chimney removed. 

no Date 

Approx. acreage 19.207 so. f t . 

tktn Settine Oriented toward the south on a 
r tes 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date Novf i fcV] 5 6 0 1 9 8 0 

email h i l l o c k , the house i s close 

t o t h p - rna r l anH QhaHoH oi?o-rry-roons 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural feattires and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The Samuel Parker house i s r epresen ta t ive o f Reading's l a t e 18th-century 
modest res idences . Ihe smal l gambrel-roofed s ec t i on i s the o ldes t 
p o r t i o n o f the house. O r i g i n a l l y i t had a c e n t r a l chimney, whose 
foundat ions remain i n the c e l l a r , b u t which was removed l a t e r . This 
one and one -ha l f s t o r y , f i v e -hay house o r i e n t e d toward the south on a 
g ran i t e f o u n d a t i o n represents the s impler v e r s i o n o f Reading's 18th-
century house c o n s t r u c t i o n . Window enframements and door surrounds 
are o f the s imples t f o r m : narrow s t r i p s o f wood f raming the openings. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The house served a succession o f o i l e r s engaged i n a l i n e o f trades and 
smal l businesses. As l a t e as 1943, t h i s house i s a reminder o f the sizeable 
group of Reading c i t i z e n s who were working-c lass tradesmen or c raf t smeh. 
Samuel Parker was a cooper l i v i n g i n the house u n t i l 1849. * Later 

occupants were H a r r i e t and M e r r i l l Hutchinson,who conducted a prosper­
ous c a r r i a g e - p a i n t i n g business through the 1890's,and du r ing a b r i e f 
per iod i n the 1380's experimented i n market gardening. I d e l l a Kenney 
b u i l t up a nursery business a f t e r purchasing the p roper ty i n 1896, r e ­
maining there u n t i l 1943. For a number o f years she shared the house 
w i t h her s i s t e r , Car r ie Be l l e Kenney, one o f the f i r s t women to graduate 
from M . I . T . 

* Samuel Brooks was also a cooper. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1795 map Samuel Parker 
1830 map yes 
1854 map S. V/. Brooks (Samuel) 
1875 map S. Brooks Est. 
Bishop ? Roof t r e e i , ' p";^^7-49 
Eaten, Oenoria.1 /elumc , f>. •3'3S' 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL OMGSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conanjnity: 

~!e--?c;inc; 
Form No: 

C — 10 c 

Property Name: 132 '-est 31, 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^di is being continued below. 

r'.-er house i s s i ~ n i f l c . " n t ( l ) f o r i t s r o l 
of " successiori 
i t s connection 
Cff.rrie 3 e l l s , one o f the f i r s t vrorr̂ en 
I n s t i t u t e o f Technolo.-^y; and (3) 
e:;r.r.T:le o f vernacular Ceor.'^ia.n a r c h i t e c t u 

'he Seruel ??.r'.-er house i s s i ~ n i f l c . " n t (, 1 j f o r i t s ro le as the hor.e 
trF.cIespeor le snd smnll-business o'.Tiers; (2) f o r 

v/ i th nursery operator 3. I d e l l a Kenney and her s i s t e r 
o •~raduate f r o n h'assachusetts 
l a r g e l y i n t a c t ~ar.brel-roofed 

I t r e t a ins i n t e - r i t y OJ 
location, -oneral desipn, settinp, naterials, 

' , 3, and 3 of the A:S.tionsl P.e Lteria. 
and v;or!:monship, and 

: i s t e r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-800-a 

(Ma 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB Ho. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

HPS u«« onty 

mssmived <*/'AAi' 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 7 'j-f 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Nichols, James, House 

62. Nichols, Richard, House 

63. Octagon House 

64. Old Hose House 

69. 

70. 

Entered In the 
National Register 

Entered in th« 
National Register 

Entered I n tT\9 
National Rej,istcr 

Entered Tn 

>f Keeper 

Date/Signature 

/^^eper n(Ll^.^^X^ 

/ f e p e r (AlLlyu.^A^yo^ 7 79-^9 

£c r> 1 n M ..v. • 1 Entered I n tlie 
65. Parker Capt. Nathaniel , ^^^^^^^-^ Register 

Red House 

66. Parker House 
(52 Salem St.) 

67. Parker, Joseph, House 

Entered i n the 
Kational Register 

Entered In the 
Ifat lonal Eoglstei' 

:Pntered In the 
68. Parker, Samuel, House i f e r ^ > » \ _ £ v g i s t e r 

Parker, S t i l lman, House Entered In t l i9 
National Eeglster 

Attest 

[eeper 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

/%eeper 

Attest 

•^^^epev 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

^I teeper 

Attest 

^Xeepev 

Attest 

« 

•^^eeper /^A(M-<<...^A^yc<^ 7 -ff-i-^ 

/deeper X^iM^^^-^^XSy^ 779-^ 

/0<A'A,^-s..,,.'^3y^ 7-/9-f9 

Parker House 
(316 Haven S t . ) Entered i n t t e 

i lat ional Begister Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORiC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Parker, Samuel, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

im resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
[ • appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Entered I n itha 
National Begister 

Working No. _ 

Fed. Reg. Date 

Date Due: 

Act ion : 

JUN . 4̂ 1984 
•.^AA<^ 

/ : •9 

_ R E T U R N . 
_ REJECT. 

7-7 

Federal Agency: 

n appeal C ] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property Ijeen determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

d l good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

LD ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

nrioved date. 

Describe the present and original (rf known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
D completeness 
• clarity 
1 I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
[m completeness 
im clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
im justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
d l context 
d l relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

d l Maps 
O Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


