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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Somerville Courthouse is a rectangular structure built in the

Federal style of the Virginia colony.

The two-story brick building

which has a stone foundation is set in a grassy courtyard surrounded

by a low stone wall.

Built from a simple plan the building has five double hung windows
across the upper floor on the north and south sides, and four K windows

and a door on the first floor.
and eight lights in each sash.

The windows have flat white lpntfls
The doors are centrally located and

have a transom with two rectangular lights and a flat léntdd above.

There are two end-interior chimneys on the east and west sides.
The east side has four windows between the chimneys while the west

side has only two windows.

A hipped metal roof is surmounted by a cupola set on a square

wooden base.
is topped with a finial.

On the ground floor are four offices.

This cupola is octagonal and has a copper dome which

The second story was used as

a courtroom with small rooms for use by witnesses and jurors. The
original mantels adorn the fireplaces on both floors and some of the

original trim and doors remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Somerville Courthouse, one of Alabama's outstanding landmarks, is
the oldest standing courthouse in Alabama and is of a type of architecture
which is rare in the state. Its style follows that of the buildings
built in Virginia in the late 1700's and early 1800's.

In 1819 Somerville was incorporated as the county seat of Cotaco
County which was created February 8, 1818 and was renamed Morgan County
in 1821. The courthouse was built in 1837 with special taxes levied
by the Alabama legislature in 1836 to replace the first courthouse built
in 1825.

This building served as the courthouse until the late 1800's when
dissatisfaction with the location caused the county seat to be moved.
Several unsuccessful attempts had been made to move the county seat earlier,
but finally in 1891 it was moved to the steadily growing river-front
town of Decatur, and the records were removed from Somerville at night
under armed guard.

The building was used as a school for several years. Now vacant,
it is used once a month for meetings of the Somerville Town Council.
The Council has proposed to donate this significant structure to the
Alabama Historical Commission and the Commission will preserve this
landmark when sufficient state and Federal funds are available.




Jenkins, William and Knox, John. The Story of Decatur, Alabama. Decatur:

Decatur Printing Co., 1970.

Knox, John.

The Story of Morgan County, Alabama.

Decatur: Decatur

Printing Co. Inc., 1967.

National Society of Colonial Dames of America in the State of Alabama.
Early Courthouses of Alabama.

MObile : qurd(ap* ’Ptrint}ing' DRSS NUIH

Co. 1966.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA TES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0] DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
o ’ » ’
NW ° - : - N AN
e o .. o . .| 134 =28 30 86~ 47 745
SE o ’ ” c ' » ERY) ISNEE R
Sw o ’ . (] ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: U.8 Acres
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: cope | counTy CODE
A
.
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CcoDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director

ORGANIZATION

Alabama Historical Commission

DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

305 South Lawrence Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

Montgomery

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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