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Thi¥ mid-Victorian house brings together a variety of architectural influences
in a building of cleanly-dressed ashlar. Its symmetrical main block is square,
25 stories high. The hipped roof of slate is topped with an octagonal belvedere
with windows on each side. Four small gabled dormers, later additions, are
centered on each ridge. Two brick chimneys are also later additions. Paired
bracketing en the house cornice is repeated on the belvedere.

The side porch, with its Tudor style wooden arches, is supported by octagonal
columns, the whole painted white. The Tudor arch is repeated on the front
porch, but is flanked by narrower rounded arches of a Romanesque style. Both
porches originally had iron railings on the roofs. Romanesque influence is
also found in the colored leaded glass fanlight over the double front door,
the latter having grooved colonnettes on each side. The double windows are
simple 4/4 sashes, painted white, with broad, corniced stone lintels and stone
sills.

The interior has 16 rooms, with 14' ceilings featuring plaster rosettes and
moldings. The original flooring is 6" pine, the stair rails, newel posts and
spindles are of walnut. Interior window shutters fold into the casements.
Minor alterations, including the closing of fireplaces and maple flooring

on the first floor, were made by the WPA in the 1930's.

This large portion of the structure is actually a later addition (1857) to
a much simpler farmhouse constructed in 1839. The original, 6-room house
(at the rear of the later addition) is also of limestone, from Nauvoo, with
a gable roof and simple paired bracketing on the cornice. The cornice and
slate roof were probably added at the time of the 1857 addition. A side
porch was added around 1940 to the angle between the two sections.

The house has had no structural chdnges. It is presently used as a museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ham House is a fine example of large, antebellum residential architecture,
and reflects a popular enthusiasm for a rather eclectic architectural style.
The contrast between the earlier and later sections reflect the improving
fortunes of Mathis Ham, an early Dubuque settler with a wide variety of
interests. During his lifetime, he was a farmer, lumberman, brickmaker and
shipper, as well as participating actively in the social and political events

of his town.

Financial reverses forced Ham to seil portions of the homestead, but the
portion containing the house was reclaimed after his death by a daughter.
Since 1912, it has served successively as offices and living quarters for
superintendents of the City Park Board and a general history museum.
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