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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior;
Set on a low brick foundation, the Ulmer-Summers house is a clapboard 
Jraioe structure. The medium-gable roof projects over the front elevation 
(with porch) and the porch is supported by two square columns, in antis; 
porch walls are shiplap. Porch and stairs to it have wooden balustrades.

The front entrance is a single, six-paneled door with mullioned transom 
and sidelights and is flanked by a 9/9 double sash window to either side. 
A door in each side wall of the porch leads to another room; here, too, 
windows are 9/9 double sash.

Three pedimented dormers and the double tandem stair to the porch were Q 
added during renpdeli^Jn 1960. There is a double shouldered chimne/lt 
each gable end of the house and all downstairs windows are 9/9 double 
sash. Upstairs windows in the gable ends, including dormer windows, 
are 6/9 double sash. All windows have two-panel louvered shutters.

Interior:
The front door opens to a central hall which traverses the length of the 
structure and was probably a dogtrot when the house was first built. Now 
enclosed, three rooms open into this hall from each side.

Although the upstairs area of the house was originally reached by climbing 
t ladder, a staircase has been added.

The house has been somewhat altered through the years to meet the various 
needs of its various inhabitants. It was removed from its oricpjial site 
inJL852 by George Josh Ulmer and renovated to some extent simultaneously. 
In I960, the house was completely renovated.
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Originally constructed on land granted to John Jacob Ulmer in 1757, the 
earliest section of the Ulmer-Summers house was built before the turn 
of the 19th Century at the edge of a mill pond. The house is one of 
the few examples of late 18th-century domestic architecture still ex­ 
tant in this particular area of "the state. Its prime architectural 
character stems from designs common to the early German immigrants who 
settled in the midlands of the state during the 18th Century; although 
the house retains many of its original architectural features, it also 
offers an excellent example of a structural design which is easily 
adaptable to the various needs of succeeding generations of inhabitants

In 1852, it was decided that the site near the mill pond was dangerous 
to the health of the house's inhabitants and Ulmer was ordered to de­ 
stroy the pond's dam. Before so doing, he moved the house to another 
tract of land approximately one mile away.

Architecture:
Renovated in the mid-1960s, the Ulmer-Summers house reflects the charac 
ter of the society which settled this area of the state. Attracted by 
the large areas of open land in the region, these people constructed 
simple and utilitarian houses which were designed specifically to meet 
their basic requirements. Evidence of solid construction and fine 
craftsmanship can still be seen here; the front porch, incorporated in­ 
to the facade of the house, is one of the more striking architectonic 
features of the original construction.

Agriculture:
For a period in excess of 200 years, the Ulmer and the Summers families 
cultivated the land surrounding their house, raising indigo, cotton, 
and grain. In the late 19th Century, David Summers planted a grove of 
pecan trees and developed the project into a thriving business -- Gol­ 
den Kernal Pecan Company   that is still in operation.
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