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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on eight acres of land near the foot of Monte Sol
the National Park Service Building commands a view of the city
of Santa Fe and the Jemez Mountains to the west, the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains to the northeast, and the Sandia Mountains to
the southwest. The building is constructed of adobe and con-
sists of two connected sections. Rooms on the first and second
floors of the eastern section are entered through doors along

the offices, however, are grouped around a patio, as in many
Spanish and Latin American public buildings. The rooms in this
single story wing are entered from patio-~bordering portales and
enclose a grassy central section with trees and a fountain. The
atmosphere is pleasant and old world in character.

Construction detail as well as a good deal of the furnishings

section are more than three feet thick at the base and rest on
foundations of native stone. Heavy, hand-hewn timber lintels
protect the doors and windows, and hand-trimmed pine vigas

support the roof. .

inside corridors, as in conventional buildings. The majority of

are traditionally Spanish in design. The walls in the two-story
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] Prehistoric [ Engineering ] Religion/Phi. [} Other (Specify)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

building in the Unlted States. Including the central patio,
which is ninety-five feet long and seventy feet wide, the build-

mission chapels, while the patio offices correspond to the old
conventos.

with no previous experlence in bu11d1ng construction, took

This building is believed to be the largest all-adobe office

ing covers more than an acre of land, and follows generally the
designs of 17th century Spanish Col@dnial missions.
The two-story portion corresponds to the configuration of the

It is an excellent example of the revival phase of historical
architecture in New Mexico, and was important in helping to re-
awaken interest in early New Mexican history and design.

When the building opened in 1934 it stood as a tribute to the
group of New Mexico youths of Spanish-American ancestry and
tradition who were largely responsible for its completion. Work-
ing as a company of the C1v111an conservation Corps, the boys,

active parts in every phase of the work. They helped prepare
the site, and then from the excavated soil they moulded approx-
imately 280,000 adobe bricks for the walls.

The handmade furniture and tin lighting fixtures were fash-
ioned by 1ocal craftsmen. The painting on the lobby wall of
Stephen T. Mather, first director of the Park Service, was done
by a local artist who, like the others who worked on the build-
ing and its fixtures, was paid from emergency relief funds
during the depression years.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Samuel Larcombe, Planning

ORGANIZATION

State Planning Office 14 May, 1970
STREET AND . NUMBER: B

State Capitol

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Santa Fe New Mexico 87501 30

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State Local (7]
Name /0

ritle State Liaison Officer

Date

National Register.

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Pt (ot

CT ¢ 1970

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preserviftion

ATTEST:

AUG 20 1979
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