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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set behind later commercial buildings on Thames Street, the Cotton
house is the only structure remaining on the old, wide building-line of
Newport's earliest street. Built in the first half of the eighteenth. .
century, the two-and-one-half-story, five-bay-wide house is set on a stone
foundation, is covered by beaded clapboards and capped by a gable-on-hip
roof of slate. The house retains one large, brick, central chimney and
a second brick interior chimney slightly to the rear. The house faces
south, atutting Cotton's Court and a large paved parking-lot, and its
west end faces towards Thames Street.

Although the interior has teen remodelled, the exterior is very
well preserved. The four-panel central door is framed by flat pilasters
supporting a modillioned pediment. Six-over-six-paned window sash have
replaced the original smaller-paned ones, but all the original molded
sills, cans and vegged frames remain in place., The house's modillion
cornice breaks out to cap the second-story windoss of the main fagade.
Small, hip-roofed dormers light the attic story dt sides and rear.

Simple pegged window frames indicate that part of the rear ell may
also ke early. This shingled ell is mainly of one story, with a slightly
hipped roof, and extends across the full width of the rear of the house;
a small section is two stories in height.

An open, bracketted, one story porch with turned posts has been
added to the west end of the house, and a simple vergola and shed adjoin
the house on the east end. Except for a small, fenced-in garden on this
eastern side, the house is completely surrounded by the city's municipal
parking area. \

Details regarding the house's interior are unavailable at present
as access has not so far been gained.

438

SNOIT 1OnNdoalsS NI



INSTRUCTIONS

E E

S

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian! . [ 16th Century . Iiel 18th Century (1 20th Century
(] 15th Century 3 17+h Century . (] 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known) . -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal (J Education (1 Political O] Urban Planning
(O] Prehistoric [] Engineering [] Religion/Phi. [) Other (Specify)
[J Historic ] Industry losophy

O Agriculture ] Invention [[] Science

E Architecture [J Londscape [J Sculpture

O Art Architecture (] Seocial/Human-

[0 Commerce (] Literature itarian

[CJ Communications ] Military [] Theater

[ Conservation [] Music [C] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cotton house, for many years. the home of Dr. Charles Cotton,

elghteenth-centurv dOmestlc architecture and is very well preserved.

Like Newport's dwellings of the seventeenth century, the house was
built on the traditional wide building-line of Thames Street, the city's
earliest thoroughfare. As early as the 1720'8; however, new mansions
were being built in front of these earlier' homes, thus transforming a
wide avenue into the cramped, narrow lane known today. The Cotton house
1s one of the most important houses in a city full of outstanding build-
ings. It is significant historically for its associations with the
Cotton family and for its early date. Architecturally, it is a charac-
teristic Newport type. Its garle-on-hip roof was being used for impor-
‘tant houses built the in the 1720's and 1730's. Also, it is the only
house remaining on the o0ld building-line of Thames Street.
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