
FORM B - BUILDING 

MJISSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOM, MA 02116 ^ ^ 

I t 
AREA FORM NO. 

W-0101 

Town Newton (Waban) 

Address 1608 Beacon Street 

His to r i c Name Waban Branch Library 

4 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present l i b rarv 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1929 

Source Building Permit 

Style Tudor Revival 

Architect Densmore. LeClear & Robbins 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

*» Major Alterations (with dates) non6 

see attached map 

UTM REFERENCE \ql3tL 2^nl^LP>F.7in 

USGS qUADRANGLE MlzW/TDM 

SCALE /•• 2.^^)00 

, .IS*' 

•if >.. 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 45.833 sc.ft. c I.C5/V 

Setting prominent corner site at eastern 

edge of villase center 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton Historical Comm. 

Date 3/1987; rev. 3/1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

Tlie Waban Library possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials. '\'orkniansiiip, 
feeling and association. It is significant as one of five brancli libraries built in tne city by citizen 
subscription between 1926-1939 (see WN-J, 1925; A-03J927; W-0101J929; NV-ai936). As 
such it ref leers Nemon's tremendous grô Artli during that period and the continuing strength of 
its village system. It is also a good msututional eisampie oi the Tudor Revival style by the well-

- known Boston firm of Densmore, LeClear & Robbins. It meeis criteria A ci C of the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. > ' ' 7- '/ ;y 

The ',¥aban Branch Library w s designed by Densmore, LeClear & Robbins in the Tudor Revival 
style m 1929. It is a 1 and 1/2 story re<;tangulai" plan brick structure enclosed by a slate gable 
roof contained by raised end mils. Its five bay facade is organized around a large central 
projecting cross gable with an attached arched entry porch. Flanking windows have heavy 
inullions and are set in rusticated frames. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The Waban Branch Library was the fourth branch library built by public subscription and 
donated to the city. Fundraismg for the new library .̂̂ as under taken by tiie Vfabain Public 

• Library Association, Inc. which raised $63,500 from about 550 families in Waban. Construction 
Vŝas begun ni 1929 and the building was dedicated May 2, i'̂ ^O. It was designed by the iirm of 
Densmore. LeClear and Robbms, who '̂ A/ere also responsible for the Christian Science Church in 
Newtonville (1927) and the Oak Hill School (1935)-

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Records 1606 Beacon Street 
Newton Graphic 5/2 /30 

8/85 



NPS Form 10«aO« .... OtiB Allfm^ Ho. t03*O0lt 
(Ma) 

United states Department of the Interior 
National Park Service ^ , 

National Register of Historic Pieces 
Continuation Sheet 

Section nuniber Page -r 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton mA 
^tate Middlesex County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review , ̂. . Date/Signature 

161. Second Church of Newton /feper ^-^I^^-..^^,.^.^^^ 

Attest 

162. Stratton, Edward B., House^^^^ .^he ^-l^er ^ ^ ( I j ^ ,^ ^ ^(>/?d 

, S t l ^ ^ BegiBtei ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

163. Towle, Loren, Estate - '_ 

Attest 

164. Waban Branch Library Entered In tbS p/fteeper ^ v < ^ ^ c j - A - ^ r J 
. Hatloual aegleter ^ ^^^^^ 

•• . Attest 

165. Walker Home for Missionary Children Keeper 

Attest 

166.. Warren, L e v i , J r . , High School / ^ e p e ^ ' c^^^^^ î::̂ ^ -̂̂ ^^^ 
Watered i n thfl 
nat ional lag ls te* At tes t 

167. Boston College Main Campus Keeper fC'-^ f' 
^^.Vci^ui H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t #il>«riWUlMvs £«VJLwii 

Attest 

168. Church, William L., HoiBstered i n ^ ^ ^ y * ^ p e r ^ - ^ ? < ( ^ ^ , . , c - < ^ / ^ ^ < ^ ( / f O 

/ : . . Satlonai Attest 

169. Farlox^ H i l l H i s t o r i c P^^t-rictn the 'Keeper_£ 

^ ' / • — ̂ ~ 
i 170. Newton Cottage Hospital Historic D i s t r i c t (̂ '̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ '̂  ^ , »irti«rtnaa1tfvQ B t i ^ h t At tes t " 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES V . . . 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 
'-'• • } 

•• . f . . . . . 

PROPERTY Waban Branch Library , / 

NAME: ' T 

MULTIPLE Newton MRA * 

NAME: "* " ; ' ' 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex ^ " '"^['-'y'''''^'' A' 
DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/1^/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/0^/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/l'6/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000037 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 
APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: , N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT r ^ / ^ ( 6 / ^ / ^ T E t̂lOD̂ J-̂ ®̂̂ ^̂ *** 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
RE VI EWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

' I iflfc'̂ iiiMifii'a'i'iiliii I 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

his tor ic current 

DESCRIPTION 

_architectural classification " '̂ ('i:̂  ••'"̂.'s*;'? ft ' S^' 
>aterials y""^ T J ^ 'IV^ .;j r: 
descriptive text ' 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y , 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

\ 

ACCOMPANYING DOCXMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







SECTION 53 
BLOCK 32 


