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1. Name 
historic Ethel Apartment House 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-37 

For NPS use only 

received r'EB 2 '.98T 

date entered MAR 6 1987 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number ^0 Patton Street ' V A not for publication 

city, town Spr ingf ie ld vicinity of 

state 
Massachusetts code 025 county Hampden code 013 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
X buildlng(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N/A in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military _X_ other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner of Property 

name Joseph P h i l l i p s 

street & number 36 Chnrnhin Street 

city, town Spr ing f i e ld vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 50 State Street 

city, town Spr ingf ie ld state Mass, 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of Inventory # 2696 

title the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date 1973 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s to r i ca l Commission, 80 Boylston Street  

city, town Boston state Mass. 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n E t h e l A p a r t m e n t House , S p r i n g f i e l d , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated J l ^ unaltered J L . original site 

_ good ruins altered moved date 
— ^ fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

Description 

70 Patton Street , Sp r ing f i e ld , known as the Ethel Apartment House, is located 
one foot from the Patton Street l i ne and occupies f i f t y feet of frontage. The 
bu i ld ing is s i ted on level ground with vacant lots to the west and north that 
have resul ted from previous demolitions of ea r l i e r wood frame houses. Seventy 
Patton stands even with other bui ld ings along Patton Street , including another 
apartment block. Laurel H a l l , which is also being nominated to the National 
Register. Once a t ree - l i ned f u l l y res iden t ia l la te nineteenth century 
neighborhood, the area has given way to an elevated highway to the south and 
modern o f f i c e and i n s t i t u t i o n a l bui ldings to the west and east. The remaining 
apartment blocks as wel l as the one s tory brick commercial structures nearby 
give evidence of a once v iable late nineteenth and ear ly twentieth century 
neighborhood. 

Thistu i ld ing was b u i l t as a four s to ry red br ick apartment bu i ld ing in 1912. 
The south, or f ron t facade, features two bowed windows flanked by a central 
entrance. A l i g h t gray rough cut simulated ashlar dressing is present on the 
f ron t facade from ground level to the f i r s t f l oo r l eve l . The same precast 
stone was used fo r window surrounds on the f ron t facade. The cen t ra l l y paired 
windows are divided by f lu ted wood mull ions. Above the fourth story central 
window is a decorative panel of br ick that h igh l ights the central entry area. 
The bu i ld ing is capped by a t i n cornice wi th modil l ions on the f r i eze . The 
roof is f l a t consist ing of tar and g rave l . 

Both the east and west facades are f i ve bays wide with the north (back) facade 
being divided into seven bays. The north facade also features a verandah of 
wood in deter iorated condi t ion. A l l the windows are presently missing; 
however, 1/1 wood components were probably the o r i g i na l window as is evident 
from s im i la r surrounding bui ld ings from the same period. Granite was used for 
s i l l s on a l l but the f r on t facade windows. 

The o r ig ina l 1912 bu i ld ing permit re fe rs to 70 Patton Street as an eight unit 
apartment bu i ld ing which would have meant two apartment units occupied each 
f l oo r . Presently, the i n te r io r is deter iorated due to vandalism and exposure 
to the weather. The owner plans to restore the bu i l d ing , tak ing advantage of 
the Economic Recovery Act o f 1981. 



8 B S i g n i f i c a n c e E t h e l A p a r t m e n t House , S p r i n g f i e l d , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

-JC- 1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric ^ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (spjecify) 
community 

de velopment Speci f ic dates 1912 Bui lder /Archi tect B u r t o n E. G e c k l e r 

Sta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Ethel Apartment Bui 
of l oca t ion , design, ma 
s i gn i f i can t because i t 
house construction on a 
s ign i f i can t f o r the f i n 
ar t icu la ted de ta i l i ng , 
houses in Spr ingf ie ld 's 
20th century, and holds 
of Sp r ing f i e ld , especia 
f u l f i l s C r i t e r i a A and 
1 oca 1 1 ev e l . 

I d i n g , 70 Patton Street, Sp r ing f i e ld , reta ins i n t e g r i t y 
t e r i a l s , and workmanship. The bu i ld ing is h i s t o r i c a l l y 
is representat ive of ear ly twentieth century apartment 
small scale. The bu i ld ing is a rch i tec tu ra l l y 

e qua l i t y of i t s rather simple but ca re fu l l y 
I t is also one of a very few number of apartment 
North End b u i l t during the bu i ld ing boom of the ear ly 
associations with the indust r ia l growth and expansion 

l l y the North End. The Ethel Apartment Bui ld ing thus 
C of the National Register of H is tor ic Places on the 

The "North End" of Spr ingf ie ld was a name given to the northernmost area o f 
the downtown as ear ly as 1827. The land that presently l i e s north of 
Interstate 291, and between the Connecticut River and Chestnut Street , was 
uneven and tended to be wet; thus the area was never developed into farmland. 
By 1837, the North End consisted of about fourteen estates and a fishhouse on 
the banks of the Connecticut River. In the 1840s, the Connecticut River 
Railroad was constructed running through the North End and para l le l to the 
r i v e r . Although the ra i l road did not i n i t i a l l y e f fec t the area, i t s 
importance grew considerably a f ter 1870. 

In the years fo l lowing the C iv i l War, Spr ingf ie ld experienced rapid growth and 
development. One of the most s ign i f i can t aspects of th is growth was due to 
the establishment of the U.S. Armory in the c i t y as a government 
manufacturer. The Armory's industry prec ip i ta ted fu r ther indus t r ia l and 
commercial expansion, which began to spread to the North End where open 
undeveloped land lay adjacent to the Connecticut River Rai lroad. 

The 1870 Spr ingf ie ld Atlas shows a change in the physical character of the 
North End that was occurr ing at th is t ime. Several of the large estates had 
given way to new streets and evenly d is t r ibu ted s ingle fami ly house l o t s . 
However, the area of Patton Street that lay between Main and Dwight Streets 
continued to remain as a large unbroken t rac t of land belonging to the Will iam 
Patton Estate. During the mid-nineteenth century, Mr. Patton was a well-known 
wholesaler dealer in "Yankee not ions" whose avocation was real estate. 

In 1873, the Wason Manufacturing Co., which b u i l t r a i l r oad passenger cars and 
re la ted ra i l road items, relocated i t s business in the North End in what is now 
referred to as Brightwood. Even though the Wason Co. was located many blocks 
away from the Patton Street area, i t had a de f in i te impact on the changing 
character of the North.End^as a whole from^a, ru rq l , undeveloRe.d area to a more 
indust r ia l ized one. With the hundreds of labor jobs created by the Wason 
Company came increased housing demands; thus , more streets and house lots 
la id out. 

continued 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ie.s.s t han one pirrR 

Quadrangle name S p r i n g f i e l d , Sou th , Mass . 

UT M References 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See continuation sheet 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 3oan W i e g e l 

organization Preservation Consultant date November 1986 

street & numt>er 117 Middle Street telephone ^13 - 253 - 7014 

city or town South Amherst state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tfte evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated 
according to tfie criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
Deputy Massachuse lM^ H i s t o r i c a l Commi 

S t a t e H i . s t o r i f;, P rR ' ; p r va t i n n O f f i c e r 
date ( 

For NFS use only 
I certify that ttiis property Is Included In the National Register 

date 3 

date 

Chiaf of Registration 
GPO 911 -aaa 
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By 1882, the pressure to develop the remaining large estates mounted and 
f i n a l l y Wil l iam Patton divided up his estate. He named the new east/west 
s t ree t a f te r himself and began construct ing "small cottage houses" on both 
sides of Patton Street. The 1899 Spr ingf ie ld Atlas shows Patton Street as a 
completely developed res iden t ia l area with s ingle fami ly wood framed dwellings 
1 in ing both si des, 

The Spr ingf ie ld Street Railway system began lay ing i t s tracks in the North End 
during the 1880s. Soon a f t e r , the center for the ent i re s t reet rai lway for 
Spr ingf ie ld was located in Memorial Square; the North End's center and an area 
located jus t three blocks from Patton Street. As the s t reet rai lway system 
developed with new t r o l l e y barns being constructed along Main Street, 
commercial development also continued to expand. By 1900, the indust r ia l ized 
North End and urbanized way of l i f e prec ip i ta ted a great need fo r more housing 
that was af fordable , close to the workplace, and accessible to t ransportat ion 
routes. The areas located near the indus t r ia l i zed zones where many single 
fami ly homes had been b u i l t in the late nineteenth century were being 
redeveloped into higher density areas to accomnodate fo r the housing needs of 
the expanding working class. This change in housing type and density become 
evident on Patton Street where several wood framed one and two fami ly 
structures were razed or moved to make room for apartment blocks. In 1910, 
the f i r s t apartment block was constructed along Patton Street. The Ethel 
Apartment House followed in 1912, and by 1920, there were s ix apartment blocks 
along Patton Street. 

Apartment house construction in Spr ingf ie ld began in the late 1890s. The 
f i r s t blocks were b u i l t on the f r inges of downtown by the local f i rm of 
Gangier and Angers. By the ear ly years of th is century, there were several 
other local f i rms involved in t h i s type of res i dent ia l construct ion. Money 
was avai lable fo r construct ion, the demand was there , and in terest rates were 
low. At f i r s t , blocks were l im i ted to prominent intersect ions and major 
thoroughfares, but th is quick ly changed. In 1903, the Spr ingf ie ld Republican 
commented in the i r year-end bu i ld ing report that there was a decrease in the 
construction of the "cheap double tenement house, formerly so charac te r i s t i c 
of the c i t y " and that the apartment house was taking i t s place. In 1915, the 
Republican conmented favorably on the passing of a local ordinance to stop 
"the obnoxious, cheaply constructed three-decker." The qua l i t y of the early 
apartment blocks b u i l t in Spr ingf ie ld during the f i r s t t h i r d of the twentieth 
century established a precedent for future development. Most of these blocks 
featured decorative facade treatment consist ing of pro ject ing t i n cornices, 
stone t r i m , and wire-cut or pressed br ick. Though there were several areas in 
the c i t y that saw large groupings of apartment b locks, many of the ear ly 
apartment blocks were b u i l t s ing ly , or in a small groups on side s t ree ts . 
Laurel Hall is a good example of the l a t t e r and remains as one of a few 

continued 



i i i i i i i i l i M 
For HPS us« o nty 

received 

tfiiiiiilss* 
<iaie enicrea 

NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1 024-0019 

(3-82) Expires 10-31-87 

U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t of t h e I n t e r i o r 
Nat ional Parle Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Ethel Apartment House  
Continuation sheet Spr ing f i e ld . Massachusetf; item numt>er ^ Page 

apartment blocks of th i s type from th is period for small developers, some of 
whom even l i ved in one of the apartments. The design of these blocks was 
spread among Spr ing f ie ld 's large community of arch i tects in the early 
twentieth century. 

The Ethel Apartment Bui lding is a good representat ive of a type of mu l t i un i t 
construction from the middle of Spr ingf ie ld 's "Apartment Era", a period of 
prosperi ty and rap id development that lasted from ca. 1910 to the Depression. 
The bu i ld ing was constructed in 1912 for Jacob Bl isky for $14,000. An 
ex i s t i ng wood frame house tha t previously occupied the s i te was moved to the 
rear of the property and stayed there un t i l about 1973, when i t was demolished, 

Jacob Bl isky was a successful North End r e t a i l e r . In 1907, Bl isky began a 
small business se l l i ng vegetables door to door. By 1910, Bl isky rented space 
along Dwight Street where he sold wholesale dry goods. His business grew, 
un t i l in 1930, Bl isky opened up a department store at .595-597 Dwight Street 
where one could buy a housedress for 15 cents and a man's su i t f o r $8.75. 

The arch i tect for the Ethel Apartment House was Burton E. Gechler 
(1881-1961). Gechler worked as an arch i tec t in Spr ingf ie ld fo r over f i f t y 
years. From 1905 to 1932, he was associated wi th John W. Donohue, the 
o f f i c i a l a rch i tec t fo r the Roman Cathol ic Diocese of Sp r ing f i e ld . According 
to his obi tuary, Gechler designed several churches and schools while 
associated with Donohue, including Our Lady of Hope Church and Holy Family 
Church in Spr ingf ie ld and Holy Cross Church in Holyoke. During the same 
per iod, Gechler worked alone. He is known to have designed a large apartment 
bu i ld ing at 145-51 Sumner Avenue (1916), stucco houses at 98 Bellevue Avenue 
(1914) and 335 St . James Avenue (1911), and an eleven-story o f f i ce bu i ld ing at 
95 State Street (1929) in downtown Spr ingf ie ld . The l a t t e r cost ^54,000 to 
bu i ld and topped out at 125 fee t , Spr ing f ie ld 's height l i m i t reached by only 
four other bui ld ings in the early twentieth century. A l l of the above 
mentioned bui ldings are standing. 

Gechler had received a degree in arch i tec tura l engineering from M, I.T. in 1905 
and immediately moved to Spr ing f ie ld . Af ter leaving the o f f i c e of John W. 
Donohue, Gechler continued to practice in Spr ingf ie ld u n t i l his death in 1961. 

Soc ia l , economic, and technological changes in the mid-twentieth century 
caused the ult imate downfall and deter iorat ion of the North End area. The old 
North End from Carew Street on the north to Liberty Street on the south, from 
the Connecticut River on the west to Chestnut Street on east was almost 
completely demolished during the urban renewal e f f o r t s of the 1960s. By the 
ear ly 1970s, the area had been t o t a l l y transformed except fo r a few landmarks 
and reminders of the indus t r ia l and apartment era of the late nineteenth and 

continued 
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ear ly twentieth century. The t r a i n stat ion and Hotel Charles remain on the 
southern boundary, and two mu l t i - s to ry factor ies remain on side st reets in the 
middle of the old neighborhood. Of the apartment blocks and tenement houses 
on Bond and Patton Streets, the Ethel Apartment bu i ld ing is one of the few 
surv ivors . The south side of Patton Street has been demolished, the sections 
of these two streets between Dwight and Chestnut Streets is gone, and there 
has been considerable demolit ion of ind iv idual bui ldings in the remaining 
sect ions. The Ethel Apartment House stands as a s i gn i f i can t reminder of an 
important period in the indus t r ia l expansion of Spr ing f ie ld . 

In sp i te of the area's t ransforrrat ion, the Ethel Apartment Building enjoyed 
f u l l tenant occupancy un t i l the mid-1970s. Since 1979, the bu i ld ing has stood 
vacant. 
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on Location and Legal Descript i 

Beginning at a point in the Northerly l ine of Patton Street , d is tant s ix 
hundred twenty-three and 20/100 ( 623.20') feet Easterly from i t s intersect ion 
with the Easterly l ine of Main Street,and running thence Easterly on Patton 
Street f i f t y (50 ' ) f e e t ; thence Northerly at r i g h t angles wi th Patton Street, 
n ine ty - f i ve and 86/100 (95.86' ) fee t to land now or formerly of John R. Lynch; 
thence Westerly on last-named land and land now or formerly of Thomas P. 
Sheehan, f i f t y (50' ) f e e t ; and thence Southerly at r i g h t angles with Patton 
Street, n ine ty -s ix and 08/100 (96.08' ) feet to the place of beginning. 

Subject to r es t r i c t i ons of record, insofar as they may be now in force and 
appl i cable. 

Being the premises numbered 70 Patton Street. 
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Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property t)een determined eligible? yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

m i good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
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• alterations/integrity 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
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CU completeness 
CD clarity 
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10. Geographical Data 
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Quadrangle name 
UTM References 
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11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD MapK 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 
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