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1. Name of Property
higoric name  Yarmouth Camp Ground Historic District

Other names/site nuniber

2. Location
sreet & numba  Off Willow Street N/A Inot for publication
city, town  Yarmouth/Barnstable N/A |vidnity
date Massachusetts code MA 025 county Barnstable code 001 Zip code 02664
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
H private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local H district " 60 20 buildings o/
| | public-State I Isite 0 sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure \% structures
| lobject objects
61 20 Totd

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my iSpinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of certiying offical Exgew e H:Teiof, Mes¥deHuserte Hi'stoficcel Date iission:

State Historic Preservation Officer ' Conmiission;
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parit Service Certification
I, her”y, certify that this property is:
[Qentered in the National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet. ~,
| ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet,
n determined not eligible for the

National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

AAAE[" Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Yarnmouth Ganp G-ound Historic District, Yarmouth, Massachusetts
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter catergqries from instructions)
Domestic/Single dwelling; multj Domestic/Single dwelling; secondary
dwelling; secondary structure; camp dwelling
Commerce/Department Store Landscape/ Par k

Social/Meeting Hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from Instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Conerete, wood

No Style wdls wood. Board and Batten

M d- 19t h Century/ Got hi ¢ Revi val

Late Victorian/ Second Enpire roof wood, asphalt shingle
ot her

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Tre Yarnouth Gp Gound Hstoric District isa60.6-acre area |ocatedin

west ernnost  Yarnout h, Missachusetts, south of the nnd-Gype Hgway (Route 6).

Entrance tothis unobtrusive area i s fromWllow Street on the east over the

tracks of the Hiannis Branch (nowRenn. Central) railroad. Aportion of the
; area lies wthi'n the neighboring tom of Barnstable. The inmediate

surroundings of the district renain wooded wth two snall kettle ponds on the

perineter: Gp Gound PFond to the southwest, and Fresh Hile Rond to t he south.

Tre district itself iscentered onthetree-dotted open space that N
historically served asthe worship area. Narrowtree-lined roads ad
foot paths, several of which renain unpaved, wnd about this central
space. Fancifully trinmed Gthic Revival-style cottages, dating fromthe
second half of the 19th centu.r?/,_ renain scattered about 1nthis inforna n
| andscape as the domnant bui [ di _n%eéype. The original relationships between
bui [ dings and | andscape have renai exceptional |y clear due tothe genera
lack of intrusions or alterations. This unusual quality of authenticity is
experienced as one passes over the railroad tracks into the district, and is
acctonpanled by the sensation of passing through atine barrier tothe 19th
century.
4

Tre core of the present Gnp Gound acreage was acquired in 1863, wth the
renai nder added gradual |y over the next ears (1863-1899). Haomthe
gsgl nning, the central section bounded by Center, 9 npson, Boston, \élIfleet,

M easant Avenues, served as the worship area. It was initially ringed by
tents serving specific Mthodist Societies, individual famly groups, and
support functions such as cooking and dining. Qcupying the worship area
itself was a Preacher's Sand that could acconmadate uyp to 30 or 40 preachers
ad achoir. Qnecentric rows of backl ess benches fanned out in front of the
stand, and a snall Preacher's Roamstood behind. Qunty Arenue, which had
provided access towood ots inthe area, and Wllow Street, which dated to the
184 ;tr1troduct|on of therailroad, were the only pre-existingroads in the
vicinity. '
@ adual I?/, nare pernanent structures replaced these early epheneral ones.
Four cottages were constructed during the first year at Prospect HII (S npson
axd Boston Avenues), and another cluster hed appeared by at nearby

1.1, -0 ticl - "1 . t 3

nn See continuation sheet
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Hanover Sguare.  Buil ding progressed rapi dl¥1 during the next tw decades, with
the peak of about 150 coftages reached I nthe md-1880s. Afred Berry of
South Yarnouth has been identified as the builder of about 50 cottages, with
others by Joseph Bassett and Nathaniel Swowof Vel|fleet. Public buildings

i ncl uded” Johnson Hal |, used for admnistration (1861; NAC | nv. #69?, Gove
House, vhi ch housed t he groundskeeper and rented roons (1872, MAC Inv, #1), a
nassi ve Tabernacl e which covered the worship area, and aDning Hll (1890;
both now gone).

with Boston and S npson Avenues i nthe Prospect H 11/ Hanover are area.
These vere follovwed by Gace (1867), Leafy (1869), Vel lfleet, Harlow and

Li mwood (51872 Avenues. Center Avenue ves wdened and straightened in 1877,
and a wde wal kvay known as the Rronenade connected it to the worship area.
Surface inprovengnts included gradinginthe 1870s, and hardening wth rock
dust or asphalt inthe 1880s. Se roads such as Linwood have been .

di scontinued, reflecting the gtenera loss of buildings inthe early tomd
20th century.

N Aneandering road system devel oped as increased buil ding took Sﬁlaace, begi nni ng
u

The architectural character of the area i s overwhel mngly defined by the type
of small, fanciful Gothic Revival-style cottage that devel oped at canp neeting
grounds and sunmer resort col oni eson the and Islands inthe md-19th
century (ca. 1850-1880). The informal aspects of that style were felt to be
especiall'y well suited torural and resor .settln&sﬁ The™ | argest and best
known of these groups inthe regiontoday i sthe Mrtha s M neyard Ganpgrounds
Hstoric District in@k Bluffs (NR 12/14/78). The Yarnouth Grp Gounds
Hstoric District isnot quite as extensive, but remains an unusual |y cohesive
and wel | - preserved exanpl e of thetype.

The cottage, as it developed at Yarnouth and el sewhere, consists of a 1
1/2-story, gable-roof core with [iving roomand kitchen on the first floor and
two smal[ bedroons i nthe |oft above.  Mbst typically, the cottages display
symetrical three-bay gable-end facades with center entries flanked by .
W ndows. Aw ndow or door, sonetines wth bal cony, isoften |ocated above in
the gable field. Double-leaf doors are popular. Qver tine, the core was
often expanded with wngs, ells, and porches, the first of which was oftena
rear kitchen ell. Expansion seens to be related to extended periods of use,
first during the sunmer season, and nore recently year-round. |n sone extrene
dcafsfes, |tthetadglglotns totally overwhelmthe core, naking the building origins

| fficu 0 detect.

Aong with the mniaturized scale of the cottages, the features that nost
conmonl y stand out i nthe eye of the viewer are the decorative details derived
fromthe Gthic Revival style. The nost el aborate cottages display vertical
board and batten siding, whilenore typical exanples are sheathed with the
unpai nted cedar shinglesthat prevail ~on buildings of all types across the

(cont i nued)
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Cape. Door and window openings, especially those on the facade, are often
pointed arched and trimmed with robust label moldings. Fanciful vergeboard
trim at the gables, and sometimes along the eaves, is the hallmark feature
popularly referred to as gingerbread. Research has indicated that when
painted, white was the preferred color, except in the late 1880s when natural
earth tones enjoyed a brief vogue.

Careful inspection of the Yarmouth cottages by local historian Irving Lovell
has revealed the following information about dimensions and construction
details. The core measures 10 feet x 17 feet, with 8 foot ceilings at the
first story, and two additional feet of kneewall space in the loft area. Post
and beam construction is employed with corner braces. First-story joists are
set crosswise at 26-inch intervals, while the upper joists run lengthwise with
24-inch spacing. Rafter spacing is 34 inches, and they are joined at a 60
degree angle by cross ties with no ridge pole. They are notched to the girts,
and overhang the walls by 12 inches. Walls are finished with random-width
tongue and groove vertical boards. The same material is used for floors.

Most of the cottages rest on cedar posts, in some cases replaced by concrete
block, as their foundation. Hard pine imported from the Carolinas or Maine is
the preferred material for the rest of the construction.

Despite these basic similarities, the variations in trim mentioned above
allowed for almost endless individual expression. Additionally, there are
sub-types of the basic cottage that include a smaller one-story variety and a
larger five-bay version. Finally, a small number of owners built
one-of-a-kind cottages that have no exact parallels among their companions.
Individual examples of cottages and public buildings are described below:

The variety of cottage form and detail is presented in microcosm at Hanover
Square, which was developed in 1868 by members of Boston's Hanover Square
Church. The Arnold Rich Cottage, 55 Hanover Square (ca. 1868; map #55; photo
#1, #2) is a prototypical example with its vertical silhouette, symmetrical
three-bay facade, steeply pitched gable roof, and lack of later additions.
These qualities of form are enhanced by retention of original materials
including flushboard siding, segmental arch moldings over window and door
openings, and elaborate flame-patterned vergeboard. Its neighbor at the A.
Chisolm Cottage, 54 Hanover Square (ca. 1868; map #54; photo #1) demonstrates
the variety possible in these cottages. It displays the typical form, but
with a less steeply pitched roof and with lean-to wings on either side to
produce a five- rather than three-bay facade. Trim elements are also
different, with an even more elaborate icicle pattern vergeboard and gable
apron, and the more typical pointed-arch window and door openings. The
simplicity of the Maud Hancock Cottage, 53 Hanover Square (ca. 1868; map #53;
photo #1), stands in contrast to the rich detail of the two examples described
above. It adheres to the basic form but employs the more common shingle
siding and confines its Gothic detail to a pointed-arch window in the gable

(continued)
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field. The Capt. Seleck Mitthews House, 51 Hanover Sguare (1873, #51),
represents the nore idiosyncratic cottagesinthe district with its tull
two-story height, unusually generous 22 feet x 27 feet dinensions, .
asynmetrical tacade, and round-arched w ndow and door openings. The final
conponent of the square, 50 Hanover Syuare (ca. 1880/ 1975; nap #50), is an
exanpl e of the handful of cottages that have been subject to naj or

renodel ings. It lacks the whinsical Gthic formanddetail, but neverthel ess
retains asimlar scaleand mterials.

S npson Avenue, which forns the western edge of the Grp Gound and was
another early ocus of devel opment, also displays awide range of cottages.
Sre vel | -preserved but restrained exanples are 21 Sngson enue (ca. 1880;
nap #21, photo #4%, 27 S npson Avenue (ca. 1870; nap #.7?], and 36 9 npson Ave.
(ca. 1880; nap #336; photo #3). A 1 three are distinguished by shingle siding
and nodest vergeboards, which at #1 and #36 are repeated as val ances over the
entries, Pointed-archwndons™ are i nevidence at #26 and #36. Verti cal

siding i sthe chief stylistic elenent at the Benjamn Lovell Cottage, 22

S npson Avenue (ca. | 870; nap #22).

Other well-preserved Gothic Revival-style cottages remain in abundance
throughout the Camp Ground. Bide-A-Wee Cottage, 64 Pleasant Avenue (1879; map
#64; photo #5), remains as a textbook example of the type. Occupying a
prominent location at the corner of Pleasant and Center Avenues, it retains
its original form without additions, except the very early ones of a screened
front porch and rear kitchen ell. Some of its hallmark details include board
and batten sheathing and an acorn pattern vergeboard trimming its steep gable
roof. The symmetrical three-bay facade includes a double-leaf door flanked by
narrow windows, with a second double-leaf door in the gable field. All are
pointed arched and trimmed with label moldings, as are the windows on the side
elevations. The Percy White Cottage, 67 Pleasant Street (ca. 1870; map #67),
located In a wooded clearing to the north, 1s an excellent example of the
small-scale cottages with minimal detail. It lacks some of the distinguishing
features like vergeboards and pointed-arch window and door openings, but
manages to convey its character through flushboard siding and the steep pitch
of its gable roof. This tiny cottage has been extended by a series of rear
ells, and its present casement windows may be 20th century replacements.

On the southern edge of the Camp Ground, 4 Oak Avenue (ca. 1880; map #4; photo
#6) provides a good example of the basic cottage, extended by a rear kitchen
ell and a front screened porch. The dominant feature of this shingle-clad
cottage is its elaborate vergeboard. Hidden behind the porch are a center
entry with pointed-arch lights and stilted-arch molding, flanked by
pointed-arch windows. Next door at the Dr. Samuel Birmingham Cottage, 6 Oak
Avenue (ca. 1880; map #6; photo #6), is a somewhat more unusual example with
angled window bays produced by chamfered corners.

(continued)
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Ny of thecottages have been altered i nvarying degrees, and with varying
Inpact totheir original character. The nost commen changes are nef\NS|d|nP,
new w ndows, changes | nw ndow or door |ocations, andaddition of wings, ells,
or porches. Qe exanpl e of theeffect of siding changes i s provided by the
Rev. Nathaniel ok Cottage, 39 Wellfleet Avenue (ca. 1880; nap #39, Inv.
#211), which retained its original vertical board siding when It was surveyed
In 1980. Thestrong horizontal lines of its present clapboard siding are at
odds with theverticality of its Gothic Revival style form At 29 S npson
Avenue (ca. 1880; nap#29?, a w ndow nowoccupies theoriginal entry location,
and theentry has been relocated toalarge side wng.

The nost dramatic alterations are those involving additions. Small-scale rear
ells such asthose at the Percy Wite Cottage, 67 Pleasant Avenue ﬁca. 1870;
mp#67?, or 27 Snpson Ave, (ca. 18/0; nap #2/) |eave theoriginal cottage
basical [y intact and therefore have mninmal inpact. Smaller-scale side w ngs
such as those seen at the Dr. George Mtchell Cottage, 23 Center Avenue (1876;
nap #23), or the Sarah Bosworth Cottage, 20 S npson Avenue (ca. 1880; nap
#20), or the Rev. Nathaniel ok Cottage, 39 V& |fleet Avenue (ca. 1880, nap
#39), also tend toleave thebasic formintact. Anunber of cottages,
however, such as 52 S npson Avenue (ca. 1865; naﬁ #522, have wi ngs on both
sides of thecore andbegin tolook encased. This effect i snore extrene at
"Velikit," 57 Gace Arenue (ca. 1870; nap#SQ], and 12 Gounty Avenue ( ca.

1880; nap #12), where thew ngs totally overwhel mtheoriginal cottage and
begin to bethe focus of attention. At "Peep-of-the-Pond," 19 S npson Avenue
(ca. 1880; nap #19; photo #7), the O“PI nal house has assuned a totally
subservient position as anentrance hall for alarge nodern dwelling. A final
exanpl e i sprovided by 45 Gace Avenue (ca. 1970; nap #45), which i s a
reproduction Gape which nakes references to the Gothic cottages by flanking
its center entrance with salvaged pointed-archw ndows.

Three buil dings designed toserve apublic function renain at the
GQound. Gove Huse, 1 Gk Arenue (1872, nap #1), ori?inally served as a hone
for the year-round caretaker, and al so provided space for rented roons. [t 1s
atraditional 2 1/2-story, gable-roof, shingle-clad structure that nakes no
concessions totheprevailing Gothic Revival style. Its asymmetrical facade
features two entries, oneof which i snearly centered andfronted by an
encl osed porch, andsinply framed wndows with & 6 doubl e-hung sash. Two
stove chimmeys rise through theroof ridge. Theformer store at 63 Gace
Avenue (1879; nap#GS?] isalong 1 1/2-story structure with vertical board
siding, andframng three-bay cross gables. Both cross gables retain
ointed-arch openings intheir gables, andonestill displays an entry flanked
\% poi nt ed- arch w ndows. Johnson Hal |, 69 Center Avenue (1871; nap #69),

ich occupies apromnent site on Tabernacle Park, continues to serve as the
Association headquarters. This shingled structure di splays an asymetrical
facade with three entries andrises onestory toanansard roof wth gabl ed

(conti nued)
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dorners. Wndows retain @6 sash. The only other Instance of a nansard roof
in thearea i s the Gapt. Doane Qottage at 10 Park Avenue (ca. 1876; nap #10).

Qrer tine, anuner of buildings have been |ost fromthe Grp Gound as a
result of denolition, natural disaster, or noving. Mving toother | ocations
vas prohibited as early as 1924. Mbst of thelosses have been cottages.
Their nunbers were reduced from a high of approximately 150-160 in the
md-1880s to alowof 62 in 1946; their nunBer has since been limted to 70.

Sre of the nost striking |osses, however, have Invol ved t he one-of - a- ki nd
public buildings. The Tabernacle vas designed | n 1890 by Joseph Witconb to
Prow de alarge, covered worship area so that services could proceed even |n
he event of bad weather. This wood-frane structure consisted of a conical
roof 103 feet indiameter, supported on about forty columms. The roof sloped
froma central height of 27 feet to 10 feet at the perineter; It was crowned
acupola and | it four large skylights. The Tabernacl e vas weakened by
the Hiurricane of 1938, and severely danaﬁb{ the Hirricane of 1944. Lack of
use coupled with theexigencies of VWrld | ledtoits denolition the
fol [owing year. The original worship area has fo,rtunateI,Y renai ned
undevtel oped as Tabernacle Park, in asense reverting toits original open
aspect .

Gxp Station, located adjacent tothetrack on thesouth side of Railroad
Ave., vas erected by therailroad in 1863. The one-story structure with its
board and batten siding and dramatic overhanging flared hip roof contained a
wai ting room ticket wndow and bag?age room It was encircledby a

si x-foot-w de wood-frane waiting platform 1n 1866, the platformwas extended
for 240 feet along thetracks t 0o accomodate thelarge crowds. The station
ves sold i n 1925 and noved t o Dennisport for reuse as a cottage.

The Dining Hall was also |ocated on Railroad Avenue, adjacent tothe Sore at
63 Gace Avenue. It isbelieved tohave been built ca. 1890 by Joseph
Wii t conb, wWno had previously operated adiningtent on thesite and wo was

r esponsi bl e for constructionof thecontenporary Tabernacle. The 1 1/2-story
structure displayed a symetrical gable-end facade with its center entry
flanked by paired wndows. It contained a 20 foot by 40 foot dining hall
which vas open totherafters, and could seat 125 people at three rows of
tables. Alarge rear kitchenell contained awalk-inice box, apantry, and
si x wood- bur ni nP stoves with ovens. The |atter were replaced by gas burners
356%920' The ell wvas renoved inthe md-1950s and t he renai nder Cane down i n

DesPite these changes and | osses, the Yarnouth Grp Gound renains as a
vel | - preserved exanpl e of thetype with its nunerous Gthic Revival cottages,
narrow w nding roads and paths and wooded setting.

(cont i nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wil e m.ﬁ)rehlstorlc.sues are currently recorded inthe district, it is
highly likely that sites are present. o sites have been recorded inthe
general area (wthin oe mler. This factor, axd the physical characteristics
of the property, relatively flat, well-drained |and surfaces bordering Grp
Gound and Fresh Hle Ponds, all in close proximty (1to2mles) to
Barnstabl e Harbor and (d Bay, indicate favorable locational criteria for
Native settlenment and subsistence activities. Gven the above infornation,
the size (60.6 acres) of the district, it's open space ax limtedhistoric
period devel opnent, it is probable that sites are present.

There i salso ahigh potential for significant historical archaeol ogical
renains wthin the district. The district vas undevel oped until the nd-19th
century wen it vas acquired for use as a Mthodist Grp Gound. Tents vere
Orlﬁl nal |y used which were gradual |y replaced by nare pernanent structures.
Archaeol ogi cal survey and testing of the properfy coul d Produce evi dence (post
holes, living surfaces, structural renains) of these early structures,
including tents axd their layout. Smlar testing could al so determne the

| ocation of occupation related features (trash areas, privies, wells)
associated wth tent encanpnents and early structures. Sheet refuse patterns
nay al so be present.

, (end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other propetties:

| | nationally | | statewide fX] locally .,

Applicable National Register Criteria PHA 1 IB PHC I jP

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A 1 IB I Ic | ID I IE I IF I1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1863 - 1939 NA

Communi ty Pl anni ng and Devel opnent
Recreation

Rel i gi on
Social History Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
NA Berry Alfred; Witconb Joseph;

Bassett, Joseph; Snow Nat hani el

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Tre Yarnouth Grp Gound Hstoric District possesses Integrity of |ocation,
design, setting, materials, worknanship, and feeling as well "as significant
associations wth the Mthodist Grp ing novenart. |t conveys those
associations through its well-preserved coll'ection of buildings and the intact
setting inwhich they continue toexist. Gopneetings were held every year

A inYanouth from t0 1939, the years that constitute thedistrict's period
of significance. The district neets criteria Aand Cof the National Register
of Hstoric Places onthelocal |evel.

Tre Yarnouth Grp Gound devel oped out of the Mthodist CGnp Meting
novenert.  The fist cawpnqaetlnggvxas a spont aneous i nt erdenomnational event
that occurred in Kentucky in 1799. The Mthodist Epi scopal Church, .
established in Awrica in 1874, soon becane the sect nost cl osel y associ at ed
wth the novenent. The first Missachusetts neeting was held in Norton in
1805. South Veéllfleet hosted thefirst @d neeting in 1819, 1836,
the novenent had becone popul ar enough i n Eastern Maissachusetts for MI|enium'
Gove in Easthamto e sel ected as a pernanent canp neeting site for the
Met hodi st Epi scopal Soci eties of Boston and Gape d.  Transportati on
difficulties eventually led todissatisfaction wth the Easthamsite. Thus,
wen the Gype d Branch Rai | road extended service to Hannis in 184,
interested parties began tolook for amewneeting site in that area.

The Sandwi ch Di strict Canp Meeting Associ ati on (SDCMVA) was | ncor por :
1862, and the fol | ow ng year, the core of the present Yarnaouth ¢ Gound was

urchased. Adxinportant factor in the choice of that site was its proximty

0 the Yarnouth , ooremle tothe north. Uhlike other period

rounds and resort areas (Craigville, Gk Bl uffs, Falnouth Heights, etc.), ]
arnouth was apparently not laid out according toafornal plan. Rather, its

road and open sPace system seens t o have evol ved according to need around the 4
established center of the vorship area, mowknom as Tabernacle Fark (nap A) .

The round devel o rapidly during the next 25 years, adding acreage,
E8§‘9§Z£ f oot pat hs, g?% re%l ac¥ ngten%s wth fancif%J/I Gthic Regi vaI-stger

fx| See continuation sheet
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Yar mout h. 1985
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Swift, Charles F. History of O d Yarnouth,
Yarmouth Histoircal Society. 1975.

Massachusetts Historical

Yar mout h Historical Consnission.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
| I preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
| previously listed In the National Register
| previously determined eligible by the National Register v «
| designated a National Historic Landmark
| recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #
| lrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # v

10. Geographicai Data
Acreage of property fro.f, az-rs

UTM References

Yar mout hport,

ed. Charles A Hol brook, Jr.

Gm Yarnouth Town Report.

Yarnmouth Historic Inventory.

Yar rout h, Massachusetts

lrving W The Story of theYarnouth Ganp G ound andt he Methodi st Ganp

Yarnmouth Historical Society. 1985.

Yar mout hport,

Typescript. 1984.

19791 f.

| | See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
Pn State historic preservation office

| I Other State agency

| |Federal agency LI
| | Local government

| | University

| | Other .Vuo : Tl
Specify repository:

Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

A 1i9l 1319i4l«|-~inl 14i6ll iSUiSio! B |119] 1319i510i2i0l [14ift! 11sl Sim nl
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
C 11|91 1319i511 i9i0l kiftll isUiIRinl DI1igl 1319i51?i?inl 14lfilll 51V ninl
i'int t/-tyzin fe,, ty - i-stV itc See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Pl ease refer

Boundary Justification

The boundaries conform totheholdings of theYarmouth Ganp G ound Associ ation.

t o theattached assessor's map for a delineation of boundaries.

| | See continuation sheet

They

are t he sane boundaries that were i nplace at theendof theperiod of significancei n

1939.. > AN\ oL

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle. Candace Jenkins, Consultant
organization Massachusetts Historical
street & number 80 Boylston Street

city or town Boston

w/Betsy
Commission

| | See continuation sheet
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date 1989
.telephone  (617)727-8470

state Massachusetts zipcode 02116



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Yarmouth Ganp Ground Historic District,
Section nunber 8 Page 1 Yar mout h, Massachusetts

The first four cottages were built in the spring and summer of 1863, in time
for the first camp meeting. Located near the intersection of Boston and
Simpson Avenues in the area known as Prospect Hill, they were built for the
Solomon Nickerson, George Marston, D. Birsley, and T. Harris families. The
Civil War caused a brief delay in construction, but by 1868, the Hanover
Square area was being developed by members of the Hanover Street Church in
Boston. Building proceeded rapidly thereafter, resulting in a total of
approximately 150 cottages by the mid-1880s. During these years, cottages
took about three months to build and cost $150-$250. By 1900, the price had
risen to $250-$500. Alfred Berry of South Yarmouth was the most prolific
builder, followed by Joseph Bassett and Nathaniel Snow, Jr., of Wellfleet.
Public buildings of the period included a train station and platform (1863;
removed 1925); a dwelling for the caretaker known as Grove House (1 Oak
Avenue; 1872); the Tabernacle (1890; Joseph Whitcomb, builder; demolished
1945); and a Dining Hall at Railroad and Park Avenues (1890; Joseph Whitcomb
builder; demolished 19457?). A store (63 Grace Avenue; 1879) and ice cream
parlor (no longer extant) wer” located next to the Dining Hall.

The enormous popularity of the Camp Ground is revealed by attendance figures,
which routinely outstripped the year-round population for the entire town of
Yarmouth. During its most active period in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, 6,000 people often attended the popular Sunday meetings. During
the week, somewhat reduced crowds averaged 1,000 at the morning service, 2,000
at the afternoon service, and 1,200 at the evening service. The grounds could
and did readily accommodate 2,000 overnight guests, while the excursion trains
and local roads were each capable of handling 2,000 or more passengers per
day. As a point of comparison, Yarmouth's population reached a high point of
2,423 in 1870 and declined thereafter. The camp meetings were not new in
history, but were clearly a movement whose time had come again. Their
combination of worship and socializing in a beautiful natural setting, far
from the cares and heat of the city, united the national spirit of social
reform and religious revivalism with the nascent summer resort movement.

The Sandw ch District Gnp Meeting Association was established on Decentoer 22,
1862, for the sole purpose of runn|n% the Yarnout h Meeting. Meniership
consisted of the Presiding Hder of the Sandwch (NewBedford after 1869)
Gurch District and adel egate fromeach actively participating church
Oficers Included aPresident, twoVice-Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and
Auditor. Reverend Pardon Kenney was the first president. Nnerous conmttees
such as Gounds, Tents, Victual !ng, Sraw Misic, Police, and Transportation
were also active during this period. Oficers and conmttees were assisted by
a handful of year-round enpl oyees. These were Agents wo carried out

Associ ation plans, and a Gounds Keeper. Mtrons, housekeepers, handynen,
dining hall staff, horse grove attendants (as nany as 600 horses mght” be on
the grounds at any one tine), gate tender, ticket sellers, lanp |ighters, and
pol i cenen were hired on a seasonal basis. The Association treasury was

(cont i nued)
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supported by | eases, concessions, entrance and horse grove fees, and rental of
facilities tor other "Gove Metings."

Qn March 24, 1881, the S3MAwas replaced by the Yarnouth Gnp Meti ng
Association, (YOMW partially because the Sandw ch District Itself had been
superceded by the nore di stant NewBedford District. The YAVA was
admnistered by a Board of Minagers consisting of aPresident, two
Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, and nine Directors. Although the
Association vas self-governing, the affiliation with the Mthodist church
remained, and the Presiding Eder of the District inwhich the Gnp Gound was
| ocated vas always acorporator of the Association. Two inportant independent
organi zations at the Gnp Gound were the Ladies |nprovenent Society
%3886) 1947) and the Cottage QGnners Association (G active from the early

S).

Gnp Meetings were held every "ear from 1863 to 1939. The neetings | asted
from seven to ten days, and were held in July or August. After 1908, the
neeting always included two Sundays, the second of which ws referred to as
Big Sunday. The days revolved around religious services which typically
included a630 AM Prayer Meeting, and 830 AM Love Feast, a 10:00 AM
Morning Wrship Service, a200 RM Afternoon Wrship Service, 630 RPM Tent
and Cottage Prayer Meetings, ad a7.30 PM Evening Vérship Service, followed

i nfor mal Prayers and hynm singing in the cottages and tents at 10:00 PM

eakers included attending mnisters, editors of religious publications, hone
mssionaries, and representatives of church related institutions, such as
school s of theology or Deaconess Hones and Hospitals. Topics were generally
bi blical, noral, or ethical in nature. Hmm singing, communion, and _
conversions were also popular. The closing evening service vas the high point
of each meeting. At this time, all of the tents and cotta?es as well as nany
trees were [it wth Japanese |anterns, and concentric circles of worshipers
allowed all participantsto shake hands.

Religious services clearly domnated the meetings, but other activities were
offered as well, especially as the 20th century wore on. (Qrganized ganes such
as basebal |, tennis, badmnton, horseshoes, and croquet were popul ar out door
pastimes, while board gangs such as Parcheesi or domnoes were popular
I ndoors. Ebneneetm%-?oers al so took advantage of the natural setting with
V  woodl and hikes, and children enjoyed swnmng I n Dennis Pond or at the
sgﬁshore. Goup suppers, clanbakes, and cook-outs also attracted nany
adherents.

During the 1920s and 1930s, the enphasis on worship services gradually
declined. This, coupled with changes in the structure of the Mthodist Church
in 1939, and outside events like the Geat Hurricane of 1938 and the advent of
Vorid Ver |1, ledtothe final cessation of Gap Meetings in 1939

: .. (continued)
o\ e \V
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G July 7, 1945 the Rev. PRercy Spurier addressed the (ottage Qwers .
Association. As the last president of the YOMA he announced the Intention of
that organization to sell the Grp Gound axd of their desire to give the QA
first rrght of refusal on the property. Qe nath [ater on August 11, the tw
associ ations agreed to the property transfer. The A raised funds for the
sale price of 3552 by selling $100 shares to the individual cottage owners.
The transfer vas consunated on DCecenfber 15 1945 and the present Yarnouth
Gp Gound Association (Y33 ves Incorporated on Januar)( 21, 1946. A the
tine of the transfer, the property consisted of & private ¥1 owed cottages in
addition to 60.6 acres of [and, Johnson Hall (#69), Gove (#1),

House, Oning Hall, the store (#63), Baker ttage (#70), B de-AVee Qottage
(#64), ad Hders (ottage (#8).

Today, the YGAretains ownership of the land axd Johnson Hall. The nuntoer of
cottages islimted to 70, ad awy changes requmn% a tomw building permt
are al so subject to Association approval to insure the area s continued
harnoni ous character. Publiclitilities have been introduced to the area, ad
those cottages that were |acking have been updated wth Indoor plunbing ad
electrical service. Ny of the cottages have al so been enlarged to various
degrees axd wnterized for year-round use. Nevertheless, theoverall
character of the area, enodied In fanciful Gthic cottages informnal |n¥ Sited
on narrowwnding roads axd surrounded by wooded gl ades, remains firmy rooted
in the earlier years of its canp neeting days.

* (conti nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Significance

S nce patterns of prehistoric occupation ininterior areas of Yarnouth avay
from the Bass Rver are poorly understood, any survivingsites inthe Gx
Gound District would be Irrportant. Sites Inthis area offer the potential to
docunent subsistence and settlement patterns of the inner-md-CGape |ocal, one
of the |east well known archaeol ogical areas of the Gype. Sites inthis area
also offer the potential for aconparison of interior pond sites wth nore
coastal or riverine sites, Snce bedock deposits are not present on the Gape,
sites inthis area also offer the potential for technol ogical studies focusing
on the nature and type of [Ithics used for tool nanufacture.

H storical archaeol ogical renains described above have the potential for

Prow ding detailed Information on the social, cultural, ad economc patterns

hat characterized Individuals and practices In 19th century Mthodist

Societies. Gnp Gound |ay-out, sheet refuse patterns and detailed anal ?/SIS

of occupational related feaur*fes have the potential for detailing [ife a
round neetings, the differences or simlarities between specific

Met hodi st Societies and the adaptation of famly groups to the Grp Gound

structure. Archaeological survivalscan also help docunent any changes. | f

any, which occured as the Gp Gound devel oped from a tenporary to nore

per nanent | ayout .

* (end)
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Yarnout h, Mss.
N I NV
1 na

2 na

3 na
4 229

5 228
6 227
7'7 na
62 226
17 na
m 224
19 XTI
20 221

21 220
22 216
27 217

ADTHESS

1 Gk Ave.
2 Gk Ave.
3 Gk Ave.
4 Gk Ave.
5 Gk Ave.
6 Gk Ave.

7 Gk Ave.

62 Gk Ave.

17 S npson
18 S npson
19 S npson
20 S npson

21 S npson
22 S npson
27 S npson

Ave.
Ave.
Ave.

Ave.

Ave.
Ave.

Ave.

H STAR C NMNE
G ove Huse
Yankee Div./garage
unknown
unknown
unknown

Dr. Sanwel B rmngham
(ot t age/ guest  hse.

unknown

" Sel dom n"

unknown

"Dol | House"

" Peep- of - t he- Pond"

Sarah Bosworth Cottage
(" @odenuf ")

unknown
Benj. Lovell Cottage

unknown

DATE STYLE

1872 Ver nacul ar

ca. 1880 Gthic Revival
ca. 1930 Ver nacul ar

ca. 1880 Gthic Revival
ca. 1880 Gothic Revival
ca. 1880 Gthic Revival
ca. 1880 Gthic Revival
ca. 1880 Gothic Revival
ca. 1880 Qthic Revival
ca. 1880 Gthic Revival
ca. 1880/1988 Gothic Revival/new
ca. 1880 Gothi ¢ Revival
ca. 1880 Gothic Revival
ca. 1870 Gthic Revival
ca. 1870 Gothic Revival

gnNe

dnc

(]

@]

]
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37

23

24

25

70
12

I NV, #
na
nwa
na
na

na
na

nwa
218
nwa
219
236

na
na
235
na
214
215
213

ATRESS

28 S npson
29 S npson
30 S npson
32 S npson

33 S npson
34 S npson

35 S npson
36 S npson
37 S npson
52 S npson
23 Center

24 Center
25 Center
69 Center
70 Center

Ave.
Ave.
Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.
Ave.
Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.
Ave.
Ave.

Ave.

12 Gounty Rd.
38 Qounty Rd.
44 Gounty Rd.

H STAR C NN\
unknown
unknown
unknown/ shed

Janes Geenwood Cott.
shed

unknown

Al bert Dean Cottage
("Hyarba")

"N K- NAK'
unknown
unknown

unknown

Dr. George Mtchell Cott.

("Shel | Cottage")

Rev. Gscar Johnson Cott.
Raynond Reynol ds Cott .
Johnson Hal |

Capt. L. D Baker Cott.
unknown

unknown/ shed

Flora Kendrick Cottage

DATE STYLE

ca. 1960 Ver nacul ar

ca. 1880 Gothic Revival
ca. 1960 Ranch

ca. 1890 Gothic Revival
ca. 1890 Gothic Revival
ca. 1890 Gothic Revival
ca. 1920/60 FRanch

ca. 180 Gothic Revival
ca. 1950 Cott age

ca. 1865 Gothic Revival
1876 Gothic Revival
ca. 1880 Gothic Revival
ca. 180 Gothic Revival
1871 Mansard

1891 Victorian

ca. 180/1960 Gothic Revival
ca. B30 Gothic Revival

ca. 180/1980 Gothic Revival

GNC Status
N

NI nc
dnc

O 0O © 0O O

¢/ nc
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MH
m
m
39

41

43
40

42

46

47
48

49
50

55
26

I NV. f
212
na
21
na
na
na

210

na

na
na

209
na

na

na
na
na
na

ATRESS

5%
31
39
41
43

Gounty Rd.

Vel | fleet Ave.
el | fleet Ave.
el | fleet Ave.
Vel | fleet Ave.

40 Harl owAve.

42 Leafy Ave.

46 Boston Ave.

47 Boston Ave.
48 Boston Ave.

49 Boston Ave.

50 Hanover Xg.

51 Hanover .

53 Hanover XO.
54 Hanover 0.
55 Hanover .
2% Gace Ave.

H STAR C NANE
unknown/ gar age
"The Knol | "

Rev. Nathaniel QGok Cott.

unknown

unknown/ gar age

Rv. WIlliam Harl ow Cott.

("Narragansett")

Janes DO ckernan Cottage
shed

Wlliam El dridge Cottage
shed

unknown

Algrnon Brett Cottage
("Acorn")

unknown

Lucy Howe Cottage
("The Rest")

Capt. Seleck Natthews
("Harnony Cottage")

Mwd Hancock Cottage
A (hisol mCottage
Arnold Rch Cottage

unknown

DATE

Ca.

Ca.

Ca.

Ca.

Ca.

1890
1890
1880
1890
1960

1876

ca

ca.

Ca.

Ca.

Ca.

ca.

. 1870

1880

1880
1880

1880
1880/ 1975

1873

ca

Ca

ca

ca

. 1868
. 1868
. 1868
. 1960

STYLE

Gothic Revival
Gothic Revival
Gothic Revival
Gothic Revival

Gpe
Gthic Revival

Gthic Revival
Gthic Revival

Gthic Revival
Gothic Revival

Gthic Revival

Cottage . %.

Gothic Revival

Gthic Revival
Gthic Revival
Gthic Revival

Repro. Gape

GNC Status
dnc

dnc

dnc

@)
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(Vs
45

59

63

6S
66
67

10

13

I NV
na
na
na
na
na

n a

na
237

238

ATHESS

45 Gace Ave. "
57 Gace Ave.
58 Gace Ave.
59 Gace Ave.
60 Gace Ave.

61 Gace Ave.

63 Gace Ave.

64 Pl easant Ave.

65 Pl easant Ave.
66 Pl easant Ave.
67 Pl easant Ave.

68 Pl easant Ave.

8 'Brk Ave.
9 Park Ave.
10 Park Ave.
11 Park Ave.
13 Park Circle

H STAR C NWNE
unknown
"Welikit" e
unknown

" Shady Nook"

Til den Showcottage
("Rd Haven")

Rev. Wh Mbsel ey Cott.
("SIN N3 \E')

T.T. Baxter Store

HramHarrinan Cottage
("B de-a-\¢e")

" Babsi e"
unknown
Percy Wite Cottage

Wlliam Tothill Cottage
("Capt. Bill's")/shed

"H der's Cottage"

| saiah Show Cottage
Capt. Dpane Cottage
unknown

unknown

DATE
1970

STYLE
Repro. Gape

ca. 1870/1960 Gothic Revival

ca. 1960
ca. 1870
ca. 1870

ca. 1870

1879
1879

cl 880
C1880
1870
C1890

C1900
1898
1876
C1880
C1880

Ranch
Got hi ¢ Revi val
Gt hi ¢ Revival

Gt hic Revival

Gt hic Revival
Got hi ¢ Revi val

Got hi ¢ Revi val
Gothic Revival
Got hi ¢ Revi val
Gothi ¢ Revival

Gothi ¢ Revival
Gothi ¢ Revival
Minsar d

Gothi ¢ Revival
Got hi ¢ Revi val

CNC Satus

m
u
m

°C

O o o 0
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MAPf INV.f
14 n/a
15 n/A
16 n/a
A n/a

Total Resources

Buildings
Structures
Sites
Objects

ADDRESS

14 Park Circle
15 Elder Ave.

16 Elder Ave.

n/a

Contributing

60
0
1
0

61

O STR CT DNA SHEIS GONITNLED

HISTORIC NAVE

unknown

Elizabeth Taipe Cottage

unknown

Tabernacle Park

V3

20 .
Noncontributing

DATE

ca. 1880

ca. 1960

ca. 1880
1863

STYLE
Gothic Revival
Ranch
Gothic Revival

Park

CNC S atus

C
NC
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Historic District D Bar nst abl e NA
Property Neune County State
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This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anmendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docunmentation.

Date of Action
Arended Items i n Nominat.ion:

Section 8: Criteria considerations

Criteria exception A i sapplicable because this property was
owmed by a religious organization andused for religious purposes
during 1 tsentire period of significance.

This information was confirmed with Ann Tait, MASHPQ by
telephone. -

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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Yarmout h Canp Ground Association, I nc.
Hyannis, M\ 02601

April 23, 1990

Mrs. Charlotte Benner, Chairman
Yarmouth Historical Comm ssion
Yar mout h Town Hall
Yarmout h, M\ 0266A

Dear Mrs. Benner,

Pl ease be advised that theofficers and menbers of the
Board of Directors of t heYarmouth Canp Ground
Association, Inc., under t heauthority and power conferred
by thecharter and bylaws of t heYarmouth Canp Ground
Association, does hereby approve t henomination of the
Yarmouth Canp Ground Association totheHistoric Register
as proposed by t heYarmouth Historical Comm ssion.

Yours truly,

CxJames F. Williamson, President

aniel Goodell, Treasurer
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52 Si npson Ave.

Yar mout h Ganp G ound
Hyannis, M\ 02u01
June |i, 19f' 90

Valery A Tal mage, Executive Director i RECEIVED

State Historic Presei”rationOfficer

80 Boyleston Street o um

Bpst on, Massachusetts 02116

Dear Valeiy Tal nadge: MASS. H ST COMI |
| and ny fam |y of two sons arepleased that we nay

becone part of the Massachusetts Historical District.

For nyself at 8? years of age, | amdelighted. M little :

croDerty i sfull of gardens and i f you get this way, please .

stoD. Many bir*s cone tothefeeders, including orioles who

attack halves of oranges.
| don't know how we got proposed but nothing nicer could

happen t ous, esoeciallysince thetime "lIndependence Park," a N

comrercial venture, attenpted t o "take us over." | twill be nice

not t ohave t o keep our guard up, especiallyfor our nice

residential Treasurer, M. Goodell, who has had t oface al |

these attempts. '

Thank you for your notice.

Sincerely,

j/\/\/\ NN _ C/\ NNNN
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(MRS) DOROTHEA WADDELL TONNESEN

Conductor: Daviona Beach 102 Riverside Drive

Choral Society ;
A7 In<;tructor: Daytona Holly Hill, FL 3017



bt ¥ g RECEFV/ED
6 Cove Lane Road

VWhi ppany, NJ C7981 o'l
(281) y428-0566 HNIS 1990

June 12, 1990 MASS. H]ST. com.

Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, MAO2116

RE  APPLI CATI ON FOR LI STI NG | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

YARMOUTH CGAMP GOND HI STORI C DI STRI CT, YARMOUTH MASS,
PRCPERTY KNO/ AS 22 S| MPSON AVENLE

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

V& arewriting t oexpress our support for theapplication t o
include t he"Yarnmouth Canp Ground Historic District," Yarmouth,
Mass., i nt heNational Register of Historic Places of the US

Department of thelnterior.

VW ar e stockholders i ntheYarmouth Canp Ground Association,
and owners of t hedwelling known as 22 Sinpson Avenue withint he
proposed district, identified onyour District Data Sheets as Map
# 22, Inv.# 216.

V& have reviewed your earlier notice andmailing. | have
spoken t oyoupersonally, andhave received copies of Sections 7
and 8 and acconpanying listings of theapplicationRegistration
Form

Vé certainly believe that theYarmouth Canp Grounds ar e
uni que and deserving of special recognition asasite that should
be protected from intrusion andcommercial devel opment i n order
to preserve their character andhistorical value. Thebuildings
within t heproposed district arewell-preserved i nanatural
environment andreflect signficant associations withthe
Met hodi st Canp Meeting novenent during t heyears 1863 t 01939.

V& believe listing of thedistrict i ntheNational Register

will bebeneficial, andsupport this application.
Sincerely,
Wlliam H Eames Barbara K Eanes
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July 9, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127 NN

Dear Ms. Shull: . -
Encl osed please find the follow ng nom nation:

Yarnouth Ganp Gound Historic District, off Wllow Street, Yarnouth and
Barnstable (Barnstable County), Massachusetts 02664.

There has been no owner objectionfor the propertdy listed above. Five letters
of support were received for this nomnation, and copies are enclosed.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qnners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
vere afforded the opportunity t ocooment. Gnments received todateare
attached t othe nomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion

Encl osure:

MassachusettsHistorical Commission, Vaerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



February 22, 1991

Paul T, Lebel, Chair 2

Barnstabl e Tomn Counci | M e
Barnstabl e Town Hall

367 Min Street

Hyanni s, Miss. (02601

Dear M. Lebel:

| amwriting to inform you that the Yarmouth Camp Ground Historic District.
which lies partially within  the town of Barnstable, was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places on August 28, 1990. The district lies south of
the Mid-Cape Highway and is roughly bounded by County Ave., Willow  Street,
Wood Road, and Camp Ground Pond. While most of the district's buildings lie
within  the Yarmouth town limits, a small portion of them are on the Barnstable
side of the line. A copy of the map of the district is enclosed, as is some
general information about the National Register program. Through a procedural
error, MHCfailed to notify the Barnstable town council and the Barnstable
Historical Commission of our intention to nominate properties within  the

town's limits to the National Register of Historic Places. | apologize for
that oversight. I will happy to discuss this matter with you further if you
wish. .. T

A certificate officially designating the district's listing in the National
Register will be sent to the Barnstable Historical Commission shortly. A copy
of that certificate will be sent to your attention.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg ' ' -
National Register Director . - , < . C
Massachusetts H storical Gonmassion

cc: Pat Anderson, Barnstable Hstorical Gonmnssion -
Beth Savage, National Park Service o oA
Charlotte Benner, Yarnouth H storical Gonmssion
"\ .
Massachusatts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Ssaeory
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