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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE S

The Eugene Saint Julien Cox House was bui^t_in_l8_71 according to $6 specifi­ 
cations of its original owner. The house is reminiscent of neo-G<5thic archi-4 
tecture, with a prominent towered cupola from which Judge Cox could observe 
the activities of his neighbors and the serene beauty of the community. The 
architectural style of the house distinguishes it from others in the community; 
in this sense, the house is an accurate reflection of the man who built it.

The exterior design includes many examples of artistic carvings common to 
Gothic structures. The east and west exposures of the house illustrate ela­ 
borate pinnacles, finials, and bargeboards with cusped traceries. Each of 
the windows is surrounded by a hood mold. A distinguishing feature of this 
design, so obvious to the visitor to the Cox House, is the roofs which extend 
beyond the outside walls. Marked shadows cast by the eaves and ornamental | 
bargeboards result from such design, creating an interesting visual effect 
to the observer.

All partitions within the house that do not conform to the original specifica 
tions have been removed. There are six rooms on the ground floor and four on 
the upper story. Semi-circular stairways connect each floor; there is a ladde 
from the upper story to the towered cupola. The structure is sound except foj 
the porch and the southeast corner of the dining room, which will be stabilizi 
during restoration. It may be necessary to remove the hardwood floors and 
carpet to conform to nineteenth century original pine. Heating and wiring 
will be replaced and hidden in order to meet code requirements and insure 
authenticity.

All but the south one-hundred feet of property have been sold for residential 
lots. This has resulted in moving the carriage house so as to remain on the 
present property. The original wood shingles" have been replaced with compo­ 
sition shingle. There is evidence of a large cistern on the property which 
will be reconstructed; the original outhouses have long since disappeared.

The Saint Julien COx House is one of a very few remaining examples of neo- 
Gothic architecture in Minnesota. It is a landmark structure in its community 
reflecting distinctive characteristics of an architectural type in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. Similarly, the house is associated with an 
individual whose life and works contributed to the broad patterns of history 
and development in Nicollet County.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The most exciting and colorful charactej^in the frontier 
Peter is its first mayor, Eugene Saint \Tulien Cox. A lawyer by training, 
he first practiced law in Wisconsin, coming to Saint Peter in 18£7. His 
genteel manners, eastern style of dress and an obvious accent distinguished 
him among the townspeople as a man of consequence. The Cox name was to 
stand out in a town whose fur trade background was just beginning to give 
way to the commerce of the Yankee trader and the plow of the Ohio Valley 
farmer.

Cox served as an officer in the Civil War and was home on leave during 
August 1862 when the Sioux Indians made their last desperate attempt to 
reclaim the land they ceded to the white man in 1851. Cox was selected 
to lead some two hundred volunteers to the rescue of New Ulm and guide 
the homeless refugees tolfenkato and Saint Peter.

After the war he returned to Saint Peter where he was elected the town's 
first mayor, and served in the State Legislature. Cox contended for a 
seat in Congress but was defeated. In 18?8 he was appointed a district 
judge and in this capacity created a legend that remains extant. Saint 
Peter would not soon forget the judge who sent a defendant out for beer 
and then shared it with him before finding him guilty. Lawyers could 
easily lose their senses of humor after presenting a well-documented 
summary, only to find the judge asleep with his head on the bench

When it became apparent he could no longer keep his seat in the courts of 
law, Cox faced the legislature in a spectacular impeachment trial that 
lasted for half a year. Even his best friends could not defend the judge 
against charges of drunkeness and negligence of duty. He was found guilty 
inj.882, but nine years later the Minnesota legislature reversed its find­ 
ings, absolving Cox, officially, of all charges.

The life of Eugene Saint Julien COx is correlated with the history and de­ 
velopment of Nicollet County and the city of Saint Peter. His life reflects 
the accomplishments of dedicated pioneers who established our heritage whi 
reminding each of us of the frailties and shortcomings of the human spirit
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Minnesota Historical Society August 3, 1970
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Building 25, Fort Snelling
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul Minnesota

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National H ^-^State g0 Local Q

Name

Titie Director,Minnesota Historical
Society

"Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preseypattdn

NOV 2 0 1970
Date __ 
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a
Keeper of The/ft'ational Re gist

Date
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Site
t E. St. Julien, House

Site is accessible to Public.

Entered 
11/20/70 
Nicollet County

Restoration has been carried on and site is now open to the public,


