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CESCR BETHE FRESENT AD GRIG NAL (IF KNOAN) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Rockport Downtown Main Street District is located inthe center of the town near
Front Beach and Bearskin Neck on Sandy Bay. The district is conposed of 28 buildings

of which the majority are conmmercial, although there are three churches, a library, inns
and guest houses, and several residences. A wide variety of architegtural styles are
represented inthe district, in*zluding early structures from the Federal period, conmer-
cial blocks exhibiting Italiapate and Man~~d influences, a Gothic-inspired church, and
one building reflecting elements of Richardsoniaja Romanesque. The general scale of the
district - two to three stories - is broken only by the spires of tw churches, and the
principal intrusions are storefront alterations which in nost cases are not severe.

Only the Rockport National Bank, a one-story brick building of 1959, is slightly out of
character with i tssurroundings. Buildingmaterials in, ibhe district are predom nantly
brick and clapboard, with the exception of two shingled iDuildinmgs and'the handsone Granite
Savings Bank. The buildingsinthe district, for the nost part, are set close to each
other and to the street, although sone on the south side, such as the Congregational
Church and the Jewett House, stand back from the street in a nore open setting. The dis-
trict ends at the sharp bend in Main Street, since the area south of the Sandy Bay area
is exclusivelyresidential. The visual terminationpoint on the west end of the district
is the Brooks Mansion (#15) which stands at the intersection of Main and Beach Streets.
Li kewi se, the area east of Main Street turns i tsfocus in another direction toward Rock-
port Harbor.

The focal point of the area i s the First Congregational Church (#4), which is situated
near the center of the district on a smal Xrise on the south side of Main Street. The
cornerstone of the church was laid in 1&53, and the building was enlarged twenty feet in
1870.  Restoration was undertaken in 1974-1955, and the steeple repaired in 1957 The
fa'cade has three entrances with transonms which stand between four piers topped with a
heavy entabl ature. Above each door are pairs of arched windows in rectangular enframe-
ments. Similar two-story windows are placed along the side elevations. The building is
covered in clapboards painted white and has flush boarding on the front facade. The
church has a ridge roof which is intersectedby the clock tower and belfry which rises
fromthe front facade.

Next to the church is the Jewett House (#5), hone of the second pastor. Built in 1806,
this two-story Federal house is five bays wide and has a hip roof. The double-hung

wi ndows have bl ack shutters and six-over-sixlights, and the doorway has a fanlight and
is flanked by pilasters topped with an entablature. An ell extends to the west of the
ffiiain house.

v the east side of the church is a structure which was once the honme of the first pastor
(#3).  The original part of this building was constructed in 17*3, although a series of
modi fications and additions through the centuries has left little resenblance to the or-
iginal appearance. Nw known as the Granite Shore Inn, the clapboard building is painted
red with white trim

Anot her eighteenth century structure inthe district is the Tavern (#1) of 1787 which
has al so undergone sone alteration and addition.

The north side of Main Street, which faces from the rear onto Sandy Bay, is primarily
nmade up of nineteenth century commercial buildings. A nunber of the structures face
their gable ends to the street, providing a rhythmc progression in the streetscape. Tw
mansard buil dings and projecting dormers occasionally break the pattern and add a sense
continued
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The district includes properties onthesouth side of Main
Street from 12 Main Street t o046 Main Street, also 81 Miin Street ont hewest endof the

district, and properties onthenorth side of Main Street from 79 Main Street t o5 Main

Street. Thedistrict also includes theCarnegieLibrary andGines House on Jewett Street
and t heUniversalist Church andt heresidence north of i t on Cleaves Street. Theboundary
is drawn along t heback property lines of al | these buildings.
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of variety. Also contributing tothediversity on Main Street i stheGranite Savings
Bank (#23), built of thefamous Rockport granite. The two-story building i sthree bays
wide and it sgable faces thestreet. [|tshbroad blue awnings were added when it was ad” -
ted for use as a bookstore.

To t hesouth thevisual terminationpoint of thedistrict i stheUniversalist Church (#8),
whose CGothic spire contrastswith that of t henearby Congregational Church. Originally
built i n1829, theUniversalist Church was altered i n1868. Oher styles represented

in thedistrict aretheclassical Carnegie Library (#6) of 1904 and t he Richardsonian
Menorial Hall (#32) .

#8:
one trial, a second trial was held before Chief Justice Lenuel Shaw, i nwhich theverdict
was uphel d.

The Carnegie Library (#6) was financed by t he Andrew Carnegie Foundation and constructed
of choice Rockport granite. Across thestreet, theGranite Savings Bank (#23) was al so
built of local stone. The first rockport granite was cut and sold around 1800, but the
business did not gain nmonentumuntil the 1820's. The quarries provided bl ocks for
structures all aong t he East coast.

Each year thousands of tourists visit Rockport's Main Street, which i salso a frequent
subject for local artists. Architecturally thebuildings i nthedistrict represent a
number of styles and illustrate thegrowth of this area froma small parishtoa com
mercial area prospering fromthelocal quarries. Although sonewhat altered, thebuildings
in thedistrict retain their basic integrity and form a handsone grouping along the bay.
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Rockport Downtown Main Street District, Rockport”® Massachusetts (Essex County)

Boundary justification:

The Rockport Downtown Main Street District i s made upprincipally of commerci al
and institutional buildings onthepart of Main Street which parallels Sandy
Bay. Itstermnation point ontheeast i sDock Square where Main Street changes
its focus asi t noves toward Bearskin Neck where t heartists' studiosand
tourist shops arecentered. O thewest endof thedistrict. Main Street turns
sharply southwest and becores primarily residential, thus neither relating
physically or through usetothearea included i nthedistrict. The point

at which thedistrict ends i sat thechange i ndirection of Main Street where
the Grafton Butman Building (Brooks Mansion® #15) provides a visual term nation.

There are no subsidiary buildings standing between t hebuildings onthenorth
side of Main Street andt hebeach of Sandy Bay.
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Map Key;
1. The Tavern (1787), (Rockport Art Association), 12 Main Street
2. Rockport National Bank (c. 1959), 16 Main Street
3. Granite Shore I nn (original section 1753), 20 Main Street
4. 1st Congregational Church (1804), 22 Main Street
5. Rev. David Jewett House (1806), 24 Main Street
6. Carnegie Library (1904), Jewett Street
7. Universalist Church (1829), cleaves Street
8. Residence, cleaves Street
9. Loring Gimes House, 2 Jewett Street
10. Residence, Main Street
11. Bradley House, 32 Main Street
12.  Caldwel | House (1798), 40 Main Street
13. Residence, 44 Main Street
14. Perkins House, 46 Main Street
15. Grafton Butman Building, 81Min Street
16. Poole's Drug Store, 79 Main Street
17. Laundramat, 75 Main Street
18. Curtis News Store, 71 Main Street
19. Gimes Insurance, 67 Main Street
20. Casual Shop and Barber Shop, Main Street
21.  Flynn Art Gallery, 55 Miin Street
22. John Tarr Block, 53 Main Street
23. CGranite Savings Bank (bookstore), 51 Main Street
24. \Whipple Block (1880's), 49 Main Street
25. Richdale Store, 47 Main Street
26. Haskins Block (1880's), Main Street
27. Commercial 35 Main Street
28. O dRockport National Bank Building, 31 Min Street t 027 Main Street
(Orleans Restaurant)
29. Norwood Bl ock, 17-15 Main Street
30. O d Armazeen | ceCGeamParlor, 13-11Miin Street
31. RichardsonBuilding, 7 Main Street
32. Menorial Hall (Christian Science Church), 5 Main Street



Sandy Bay

ROKPART, MASSACHEETTS
Rockport Downtown Main Street District

Town Assessor's Map, 1976
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Multi-use district iniliﬁéile 28 predom nantly brick or frame buildings constructed
[Miuidi. 17ig|>9D> al ong both sides of one of city's earliest roadsj variety of

|@h-*and 20tlv*. styles represented; notable i stheFirst Congregation

Church (1803) which incorporates Federal and Greek Revival elenents. [llustrates
A thel9th C devel opment along Rockport's "Min Street."
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