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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rockport Downtown Main Street D i s t r i c t i s located i n the center of the town near 
Front Beach and Bearskin Neck on Sandy Bay. The d i s t r i c t i s composed of 28 buildings 
of which the majority are commercial, although there are three churches, a l i b r a r y , inns 
and guest houses, and several residences. A wide variety of architegtural styles are 
represented i n the d i s t r i c t , in^zluding early structures from the Federal period, commer­
c i a l blocks exhibiting I t a l i a p a t e and Man^^d influences, a Gothic-inspired church, and 
one building r e f l e c t i n g elements of Richardsoniaja Romanesque. The general scale of the 
d i s t r i c t - two to three stories - i s broken only by the spires of two churches, and the 
p r i n c i p a l intrusions are storefront alterations which i n most cases are not severe. 
Only the Rockport National Bank, a one-story brick building of 1959, i s s l i g h t l y out of 
character with i t s surroundings. Building materials in, ibhe d i s t r i c t are predominantly 
brick and clapboard, with the exception of two shingled iDuildimgs and'the handsome Granite 
Savings Bank. The buildings i n the d i s t r i c t , for the most part, are set close to each 
other and to the s t r e e t , although some on the south side, such as the Congregational 
Church and the Jewett House, stand back from the street i n a more open setting. The dis­
t r i c t ends at the sharp bend i n Main Street, since the area south of the Sandy Bay area 
is exclusively r e s i d e n t i a l . The v i s u a l termination point on the west end of the d i s t r i c t 
i s the Brooks Mansion (#15) which stands at the intersection of Main and Beach Streets. 
Likewise, the area east of Main Street turns i t s focus i n another dir e c t i o n toward Rock­
port Harbor. 

The focal point of the area i s the F i r s t Congregational Church (#4), which i s situated 
near the center of the d i s t r i c t on a smalX ri s e on the south side of Main Street. The 
cornerstone of the church was l a i d i n 1&<53, and the building was enlarged twenty feet i n 
1870. Restoration was undertaken i n 19^4-1955, and the steeple repaired i n 1957. The 
fa'cade has three entrances with transoms which stand between four piers topped with a 
heavy entablature. Above each door are pairs of arched windows i n rectangular enframe-
ments. Similar two-story windows are placed along the side elevations. The building i s 
covered i n clapboards painted white and has flush boarding on the front facade. The 
church has a ridge roof which i s intersected by the clock tower and b e l f r y which rises 
from the f r o n t facade. 

Next to the church i s the Jewett House (#5), home of the second pastor. B u i l t i n 1806, 
t h i s two-story Federal house i s f i v e bays wide and has a hip roof. The double-hung 
windows have black shutters and six-over-six l i g h t s , and the doorway has a f a n l i g h t and 
i s flanked by pilasters topped with an entablature. An e l l extends to the west of the 
ffiiain house. 

On the east side of the church i s a structure which was once the home of the f i r s t pastor 
(#3). The o r i g i n a l part of t h i s building was constructed i n 17^3, although a series of 
modifications and additions through the centuries has l e f t l i t t l e resemblance to the or­
i g i n a l appearance. Now known as the Granite Shore Inn, the clapboard building i s painted 
red with white t r i m . 

Another eighteenth century structure i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Tavern (#1) 
has also undergone some a l t e r a t i o n and addition. 

of 1787 which 

The north side of Main Street, which faces from the rear onto Sandy Bay, i s primarily 
made up of nineteenth century commercial buildings. A number of the structures face 
t h e i r gable ends to the street, providing a rhythmic progression i n the streetscape. Two 
mansard buildings and projecting dormers occasionally break the pattern and add a sense 
, ,- continued 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The d i s t r i c t includes properties on the south side of Main 
Street from 12 Main Street to 46 Main Street, also 81 Main Street on the west end of the 
d i s t r i c t , and properties on the north side of Main Street from 79 Main Street to 5 Main 
Street. The d i s t r i c t also includes the Carnegie Library and Grimes House on Jewett Street 
and the Universalist Church and the residence north of i t on Cleaves Street. The boundary 
i s drawn along the back property lines of a l l these buildings. 
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of variety. Also contributing to the d i v e r s i t y on Main Street i s the Granite Savings 
Bank (#23), b u i l t of the famous Rockport granite. The two-story building i s three bays 
wide and i t s gable faces the street. I t s broad blue awnings were added when i t was ad^-
ted for use as a bookstore. 

To the south the visual termination point of the d i s t r i c t i s the Universalist Church (#8), 
whose Gothic spire contrasts with that of the nearby Congregational Church. Originally 
b u i l t i n 1829, the Universalist Church was altered i n 1868. Other styles represented 
in the d i s t r i c t are the classical Carnegie Library (#6) of 1904 and the Richardsonian 
Memorial Hall (#32) . 

#8: 
one t r i a l , a second t r i a l was held before Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw, i n which the verdict 
was upheld. 

The Carnegie Library (#6) was financed by the Andrew Carnegie Foundation and constructed 
of choice Rockport granite. Across the street, the Granite Savings Bank (#23) was also 
b u i l t of local stone. The f i r s t rockport granite was cut and sold around 1800, but the 
business did not gain momentum u n t i l the 1820's. The quarries provided blocks for 
structures a l l aong the East coast. 

Each year thousands of t o u r i s t s v i s i t Rockport's Main Street, which i s also a frequent 
subject for local a r t i s t s . A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y the buildings i n the d i s t r i c t represent a 
number of styles and i l l u s t r a t e the growth of t h i s area from a small parish to a com­
mercial area prospering from the loc a l quarries. Although somewhat altered, the buildings 
i n the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n t h e i r basic i n t e g r i t y and form a handsome grouping along the bay. 
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Rockport Downtown Main Street D i s t r i c t , Rockport^ Massachusetts (Essex County) 

Boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The Rockport Downtown Main Street D i s t r i c t i s made up p r i n c i p a l l y of commercial 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings on the part of Main Street which p a r a l l e l s Sandy 
Bay. I t s termination point on the east i s Dock Square where Main Street changes 
i t s focus as i t moves toward Bearskin Neck where the a r t i s t s ' studios and 
t o u r i s t shops are centered. On the west end of the d i s t r i c t . Main Street turns 
sharply southwest and becomes pri m a r i l y r e s i d e n t i a l , thus neither r e l a t i n g 
physically or through use to the area included i n the d i s t r i c t . The point 
at which the d i s t r i c t ends i s at the change i n di r e c t i o n of Main Street where 
the Grafton Butman Building (Brooks Mansion^ #15) provides a visual termination. 

There are no subsidiary buildings standing between the buildings on the north 
side of Main Street and the beach of Sandy Bay. 
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Map Key; 

1. The Tavern (1787) , (Rockport Art Association), 12 Main Street 
2. Rockport National Bank (c. 1959), 16 Main Street 
3. Granite Shore Inn ( o r i g i n a l section 1753), 20 Main Street 
4. 1st Congregational Church (1804), 22 Main Street 
5. Rev. David Jewett House (1806), 24 Main Street 
6. Carnegie Library (1904) , Jewett Street 
7. Universalist Church (1829), cleaves Street 
8. Residence, cleaves Street 
9. Loring Grimes House, 2 Jewett Street 

10. Residence, Main Street 
11. Bradley House, 32 Main Street 
12. Caldwell House (1798), 40 Main Street 
13. Residence, 44 Main Street 
14. Perkins House, 46 Main Street 
15. Grafton Butman Building, 81 Main Street 
16. Poole's Drug Store, 79 Main Street 
17. Laundramat, 75 Main Street 
18. Curtis News Store, 71 Main Street 
19. Grimes Insurance, 67 Main Street 
20. Casual Shop and Barber Shop, Main Street 
21. Flynn Art Gallery, 55 Main Street 
22. John Tarr Block, 53 Main Street 
23. Granite Savings Bank (bookstore), 51 Main Street 
24. Whipple Block (1880's), 49 Main Street 
25. Richdale Store, 47 Main Street 
26. Haskins Block (1880's) , Main Street 
27. Commercial 35 Main Street 
28. Old Rockport National Bank Building, 31 Main Street to 27 Main Street 

(Orleans Restaurant) 
29. Norwood Block, 17-15 Main Street 
30. Old Amazeen Ice Cream Parlor, 13-11 Main Street 
31. Richardson Building , 7 Main Street 
32. Memorial Hall (Christian Science Church), 5 Main Street 



Sandy Bay 

ROCKPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 

Rockport Downtown Main Street D i s t r i c t 

Town Assessor's Map, 1976 
Scale unknown 
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64 
Multi-use d i s t r i c t i n i l i i i i e 28 predominantly brick or frame buildings constructed 

/ ^ f i u i J i . 17jiaj|>t9D» along both sides of one of c i t y ' s e a r l i e s t roadsj variety of 

IQth-^^and 20tlv^. styles represented; notable i s the F i r s t Congregation 

Church (1803) which incorporates Federal and Greek Revival elements. I l l u s t r a t e s 

^ the 19th C. development along Rockport's "Main Street." 
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^ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
D ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 • COMMERCE-6 

• ARCHEOLOGY-historic-l D COMMUNICATIONS• 

• AGRICULTURE-3 , D CONSERVATION - 8 

| j ^ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 

• ART-5 • EDUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERING-11 
• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION -14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

• LAW-16 

D LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 
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• REllGION-22 •* Ta:SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 • URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 , 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 
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• ^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: C O m r A f e t Z X J A U TASTTtJCT 
CURRENTLY: I D l TFC? 

^ d a t e s of initial construction 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

. E T H N I C G R O U P 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

archi tec tura l style(s): FfeJ^ tPAL, /^P4e | i , pfevJivJ^lL/ ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r builder: ^ e n g i n e e r : 

• ^ landscape architect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

I N A M E S give role &, date 
PERSONAL: HArtHftH JtAIAPtft-- 094fh^\Z.vK> VAJOMEM ITJ ftA,\0 tT^\ifc<LH t>oirH HATtrttlV -jx T>fc»TTO«/ eeOjMfe OF- lUfce^VL UCLv/ff/t, QgSe) 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 
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