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Fort Gorges, named for Sir Ferdinando Gorges, is located in Portland 

Harbor on what was once Hog Island. This small island was a barren rock 

and the fort, when it was built, completely covered the island.

The fort is entirely constructed of granite with some brick work in 

the interior. The whole fort is topped with earthen ramparts.

There are spaces for fifty-six short range guns in the two story 

gun galleries on the south, east and west walls of the fort. Additional 

guns could be placed atop the earthen ramparts. The north wall of the 

fort however, was constructed with only rifle slits. Apparently the 

designers never counted on the fact that the fort could be out flanked.



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

n Pre-Columbian j D 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known)

Abor iginal

O Prehistoric

CD Historic 

[| Agriculture 

| | Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

[ | Conservation

I | Education

[^ Engineering

| | Industry

| | Invention

II Landscape

	Architecture 

Q Literature

[3 Military 

n Music

D Political

n Religion/Phi- 

losophy

|| Science

| | Sculpture

| | Social/Human 

itarian

| | Theater

I | Transportation

| | Urban "Planning 

n Other (Specify.)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Construction of Fort Gorges was begun in 1858 and was the third of 

a trio of forts built to protect Portland Harbor, Fort Preble and Scammell 

having been built prior to Fort Gorges.

The fort was built in the style of Fort Sumter at Charleston, South 

Carolina under the direction of Captain Casr£y of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers. The chief stonemason for the construction was Reuben Sm^rK 

who had worked on Fort Knox on the Penobscot completed in 1846. He lived 

and worked on Hog Island for seven years until the fort was completed.

In 18^4 the fort was completed but with the Civil War drawing to a 

close the fort was never garrisoned. The advent of ironclad vessels and 

heavier longer range guns made Fort Gorges obsolete before it could be 

used. Following its completion, a Civil War veteran was appointed care 

taker and lived in the fort with his family in the spacious officers' 

quarters.

This era ended with the entry of the United States into World War I. 

During this period, the Navy used the fort to store mines and munitions. 

Following the war, a New York firm removed the guns for scrap metal. 

Again during World War II, the Navy used the fort for storage of mines, 

cables, nets and other/anit-)submarine equipment.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 2

In 1960 the U.S. government gave Fort Gorges to the City of Portland. 

Some restoration was done at this time and the hopes are that it will con 

tinue.

There were no battles fought at Fort Gorges, nor were there any troops 

stationed there. The construction of Fort Gorges was actually ill-timed 

as it was built at a time when military technology was advancing more 

rapidly than anyone, at the time, could have imagined.

The significance of Fort Gorges lies in its remarkable state of pre 

servation and in the fact that it remains today as an excellent example of 

mid-nineteenth century fort construction (in spite of the rifle slits in 

the north wa^ 1).
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