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Style Neocl assi cal
Architect MLlean and 'i'right. Boston
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Myor Alterations (wth dates)  none

CX»diti<xi Excellent

Movd Date n/a

Acr eage less than one acre "

Setting The library is located on a ma.ior

roadway leading to Davis Square
in West Sonerville

Commercial and institutional surrounds

Recorded by Betsy Friedbern. Preservation
P anner
Organization Mass. Historical Comnission

Dat e June 1986



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable) . _ .
The handsonel y detailed Vist Sonerviiie Branch Library retains integrity of
location, destign, nahesiialls, warknansthip, and feellimg, as webll as assantiattions
with Somerville's municipal building program and extreme growth at the turn of
the century. Somerville's most intact example of the Neo-classical style, he
building fulfills Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Plates
on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SOJIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the conmunity.

This small branch library is one of Somerville's best conserved examples of
the Neo-classical style. The fine entrance portico is composed of a
triangular pediment carried by lonic columns and broad pilasters. A
modillioned cornice is carried around the building, and into the full raking
cornice. Urns and acroteria finish the pediment. Built of smooth-cut
granite, the building is 1 1/2 stories in height and three bays wide it is
capped by a shallow hipped roof. Similar examples of the various expressions
of the Neo-classical elsewhere in Somerviiie have been altered.

HISTCmICAL S(»FICANCE Explain the role ownas played in local or state history and hev the
building relates to the devdgpment of the connunity.

The West Somerviiie Branch Library was opened in 1909, during the
administration of librarian Samuel Walter Foss, noted poet and author of the
"House By the Side of the Road." The West Somerviiie branch originated in a
store in Davis Square, and served the growing population near Davis Square and
the OIld Powderhouse. The library construction was funded through a gift of
$25,000 from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation and through city appropriations.
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