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Townsouthhridge 

111 

tOQ'ZZZ. 
Address Hamilton at Crane Street 

Historic Name Chapin Block or Flat Iron BI 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5', black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

'if' 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersectlon(s). * 
Indicate north . . 

Use: Present commercial/residential 

Ori gi nalcommercial/residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1888 

Source "A Walk Through Globe Village", p. 

Style Shingle Style 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingles 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 2nd story 

verandas added (189A-1904), clock faces re 
moved from tower (early 20th c ) display 

- window glazing s l i g h t l y modifie 

early 20th c. 
CONDITION: Good 

Moved no Date n /Q-

Acreage I CSS t^OO (Jflli aCXf j 

Setting commercial/residential s treet 

UTM REFERENCE ( S / 7 4 r 2 1 0 / ^ 6 6 ? - 7 ^ 0  

USGS QUADRANGLE SOJCf^ î̂ dCjC r MoSj, '"Ctffl Q 

SCALE I \1 , OOP 
•h 

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci . 
ecT S"! CeccaccT"  

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
missio 

Date May 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Chapin B l o c k i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e town's 
i n d u s t r i a l e x p a n s i o n , t h e g r o w t h o f t h e Globe V i l l a g e , and t h e 
e l a b o r a t i o n o f commercial b u i l d i n g l a t e i n t h e c e n t u r y . I t meets 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s 
i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coramunity. 
This Hamilton- Street landmark is the only Shingle s t y l e commercial block i n Southbridge. A go 
example of the adaptation of a structure to i t s s i t e , the building takes i t more or less t r i ­
angular plan from the wedge of land on which i t i s situated at the corner of Hamilton and Cran 
Streets. With the exception of the removal of a clock from the upper portion of the corner 
tower, the appeairance of the building had not changed greatly since i t s construction. Althoug 
the glazing pattern of the display windows was altered i n the early-20th century, the present 
design i s not e n t i r e l y out of character with the ov e r a l l design of the building. The l a t e " " 
19th century addition of second story verandas across the back of the structure does not sign! 
f i c a n t l y a f f e c t the appearance of the building when seen from Hamilton Street. 

Characteristic of the Shingle style are the horizontal lines of the main body of the building, 
the sheathing of the entire building i n wood shingle siding, the ampleness of the t u r r e t - l i k e 
curved corner and the sculptural ef f e c t of the tower above. Also t y p i c a l i s the use of modifi 
Classical motifs such as the moulded modillions i n the eave cornice. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This block was b u i l t by Francis L. Chapin, an o f f i c e r of the Southbridge National Bank and 
an active l o c a l real estate developer. About six months a f t e r the building was occupied, 
i t was bought by J. J. Delehanty, a f u r n i t u r e dealer i n Globe Village (see form #'A-148) 
I t remained i n the Delehanty family u n t i l 1972. 

The block was b u i l t to contain stores on the ground f l o o r and a "society h a l l " on the 
second f l o o r . I n 1894 the building housed a grocery store, a clothing store, a barber, 
a tobacconist, a candy store and one vacant store. 

Although t h i s section of Hamilton Street was mostly r e s i d e n t i a l , a stores s e l l i n g groceries, 
f r u i t s , tobacco and paints were scattered along the north side of the street i n other b u i l d ­
ings between Crane and Union Streets i n 1894. The only concentration of stores i n the 
neighborhood was i n the Chapin Block. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Curtis, John 0. and Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission. "A Walk through Globe Village 
and Along Hamilton Street i n Southbridge", Supplement to SUNDAY, The Evening News 
Weekend Magazine, ca. 1980 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 
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State 

Southbridge MRA 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

11. Building at 38—42 Worcester Street 
Entered in the 
national Heglster Attest 

|4c'eper Z/TA^'^^'^'-^-'^T'^Y^ <^AA^ 

12. Building at 52 Main Street 

Uatlunal BeglatflT 

13. Central M i l l s Historic D i s t r i c t 
jiintered In the 
Vatloaal Begleter 
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A t t e s t 

A t t e s t 

^^Keeper 1̂  • Chamberlain—Bordeau House 
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Mfttlonai Beglater Attest 

15. Chapin Block 

Attest 

16. Cheney, Alpha M. House -^ntcrea lu lu. feeper .yyc^^-^f-^-^-y^^-^^y^ ^ ^A^M 
iSLtloziaJ. Beglater ^ 

A t t e s t 
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Hatlooal Beglater 

18. Clarke—Glover Farmhouse 
iint«rea In uit 
Vatlon&l Beglster 

19. C l i f f Cottage Entered in the 
National Register 

20. Cole, E., M e r r i t t , House 
'• • Eiu-sr^ij in •On 

. Na t ioaa i Heglstar 

J ^ e p e r x y A A ^ - ^ ^ ^ ' - - ^ ^ ^ y < - 9 ^ ^ A ^ y f e 
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PROPERTY Chapin Block 
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REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

S p e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
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context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294 


