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The Jegusiated purpose of the Bue Fidge Packway woas fo knk Shenandosh snd Great
Smoky Mountains navonal parks with & road dasigned for pleasent matering as well a3
to conserve and witerprel the ungue naturad 8d cultural resources of the Southern
Highiands HAather than just & park-topark connection, the parkway was concemved
and planned as an elongated a’ park grovidiag recs ! arid Pk & livibes.
Travelng the parkway was intanded (0 be 8 “Tide-a-while, Stagre-wiie”
AXPEnaqce COMpletes with Sceaic pulouls, recraalion aieds, snd visilpr
confact stabona

The impenus behind the constructon of the 463-mile Bive Ridge
Porkway was fimby rooted st tha New Deal it waa proposed as
& public worky project (o rebeve the wiemployment found in
the Appailackiany duong the Gredt Oepresson. in Novembar
1333, the Bue Aidge FPackway was approved with §4
mifkon alfotted to begqun construction. Tha implermentation
of this project developed into @ four-way partnership The
states of Virgina dnd Nocth Carbijna doquied the needed
wght-of-way (0 consiruct e foad and the Buredu
of Public Aoads provided the technital aswsiance
and expectise 10 roadway constructon. The fourth
pariner was the NMabonal Park Service (NPS)
Unger the direc tod) of NP3 landscape archifects
these pariners worked fogether 1o plan desgn,
and conslruct the parkway, Compdnes engaged
on the project wee requrred [0 hire a5 many
unemiployed local men as possible for parkway
constuction, offen under Quolas set in the
contrect The fust section was contacted in
September of 1935, but it would lake another
52 years before the road was completed with
the compie yound dfather Mourtown
in 1387 The parkivay wes now g unified dive
between Shenanoaal and Great Smoky Maountsin
national parks
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VIRGINIA TO NORTH CAROLINA I
1935 TO 1987 i

The parkway wa3 the longesl red ever 1o be planned a5 a sngh unit 4o (0 thal time in H

Amenca Followng existing pracice, the road wes desigried and construcled i sections, i ¥

twanty in Virging sod twentyfour vi North Caroiing. Unike earher pankways, 1115 focated

away from cities and 13 in the mountawne i contrast (0 eadier roads i national parks, it
mns through seltled countryside 83 wel 25 wild mountain bndscapes i folows the Ble 2
Axdge for the frst 355 of fts 469 miles. In the remanvng |15 mikes it crosses some of

the highest and most rugged Sowthem Appalachars. includng the Bleck Mouniaing, 3
Great Craggwes, Fisgeh Ledge, Great falsam, and Ploll Bakam ranges E

i1 canttrast to Shenwrdoah's Skyke Dave, the Blue Ridge Parkwdy was not planned 83 2
ridge-kne route, Although extenyve segments foiow the crest of the mountang, Instead,
vaniely was saloduced by routng the rosd slong mountan sides piateaus, sireams, and
through broad river valleys, providing visitors with one of the most diversified motonng
expenences in the world. L kewise, the designers orovigad the toad with 2 high standard
of grade and curvalre 3o that motonsts could safely devete ther atlention 1o the
scenery.

Tha Bive Rigge Farkway Roads and Bridges Recording
Project was undertaken in 1996-97 by the Histonc
Amencan Engineenng Record [HAER), Eric N. Delony,
Chigl, 8 Jongrange orogram (o documrent fustorcaly
significant engmesnng, indusal and manume works
in the Vrvted States. The HALA prograrn & part of the
Histonie Amornican Bulidings Swovey! Histore Amencan
Engwrmenng Record MABSHAER) Division of the
Navonal Fark Service, Department of the intenos,

E Biaine Chver, Chief. Fundng was provided by the
Federal Landy Highway Office, Thomas Edick
Admiiristrator, thiough the NPS Pack Roads and
Parkways Frogram. This recording project was
cosponsered by HALR and (he Ble Ridge Parkway,
Gavy Evevharat, Superintondent; Gary Johason, Chief
of Aesowrce Planning and Professional Services. Allen
Hess, Cultumd Fesources Specialist and Wil Crr,
Larxiscape Archiiect

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY
BUNCOMBE COUNTY

] The documnentaton was prepared under the direcfion
Zi of WPS histonan Rehara Quin and HAER archiect
G L Chastopher Marston. The tfecording team consisiad of
i hekt supervisor Lig DkQoropoulou, srchilects MNetascha

Wewner [foremanl, Majthew Starmant, and Carlos
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e i Jimenes Rasa (ICOMDS, Spaw); landscape architects

fan Shankiw, Chens Yost, and Liche Kiupsz (ICOMOS,
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Polandl; and dustrtor Jencfer K. Cuthbertson The

overview history wos prepared by Richard Quin, and
bndge reports by feld project historian Brian Cleven.
Lamge format photogeEphy was produced by David
Haas.
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Jennifar K Cuthbertson, 1997, edited by Elisabeth Dubin, 1997
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The Blue Ridge Parkway runs between Shenandoah As work progressed, a fifty mile seclion near Roanoke RURO < ins m‘ Y ;ul ~

National Park and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park
~ a distance of 459 mijes. When construction began in 1933,
1t was the longest! fecerally planned roadway in the country.
The Parkiway was designed and constructed in sections. 8s
land was purchased by the stalas, rights-of-way weré
appraved and conlracts secured through the Bureau of
Public Roads. Groundbreaking was celebrated in Seplernber

opened fo the public in April, 1939, Latsr thst year, the
parkway opened o traffic belween lhe stale lne and Blowing
Rock. When work halted due to the oulbresk of World War Ji,
some 170 miles of parkway were complete, with another 160
miles under construction, Construction resumed in the 1350s
and by 1968 the parkway was complets except for a 7,7 mile
stretch around Grandfather Mountain. It wes nol until the

k Rocks
’ P

Section inchuding the Linn Cove Visduct was completed in
1987 that the Biua Ridge Parkwey fully cpened, 52 years
after the 4639-mike project began.

1935, upon awarding of the first conltract for section 2-A
extending 12.5 mifes from the Virginia-North Caroiina state
line 1o Cumberland Knob, North Carolina. Subsequent work
continued an sections 2-8 through 2-E. Construction in

Virginia began In Feb. 1936 on sections 1-P and 1-A.
Section 1-A, from Rockfish Gap lo Jarmans Gap, eventually ——— L
became part of Skyline Drive in 1961, .
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