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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on a four acre city block in Athens, the Camak House is a two story brick, 
four room central hall Federal influenced structure.

The Federal influence, as seen in the fanlighted front doorway and the brick 
construction occurs only rarely in the Athens area. In design, the Camak House, has a 
raised daylight basement, a low hipped roof, and brick pilasters which project at the 
sides and corners. The raised front porch with intricate iron trim has a staggered open ? 
space grille pattern of brick at its base. All four facades of whitewashed common bonded r 
brick have six over six windows with most of the original blinds and hardware still 
extant. The five bay front has two entrances to the house: the basement door which is • 
located under the porch and the main entrance which has a panelled, wood door with a 
fanlight treatment and fluted pilasters framing its sidelights.

The five bay rear facade is a simple repeat of the front as seen in the small porch 
and panelled door with a transom light. However, all of the ironwork is restricted to 
the front. There are two entrances to the basement from the back.

On the interior, the original four room, central hall floor plan has been altered 
on each floor. The basement has one new large room made of three original ones. One of 
the corner rooms, still untouched, is divided diagonally into two rooms with brick floors. 
The kitchen has been fully modernized. The windows are shadow-box style. The first 
floor has been changed with the installation of bathrooms between the southeast and north­ 
east rooms. The second floor also has one major room spanning most of the northeast facade. 
In the altered area, the walls have been extended into the southwest rooms and suspended 
ceilings have been added.

Little of the decorative woodwork is still extant, if indeed there ever was any. 
However, the two parlor mantels are significant with almost pattern-book form of pilaster 
supported Greek fret work designed frieze.

The Camak land continued to Prince Avenue but has since had intrusions built on that 
frontage. A commercial building has been constructed and a street-paved which separates it 
from the present land. Although it is surrounded by much commercialism, the Gamak House, 
exteriorly unaltered, retains the elegant and stately air it held duri-ag its prime.
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4'The Camak House, 1834-5,is the first house that was built in the Prince Avenue area 
lens. Its builder, James Camak, was a prominent Georgian, being the first Georgia 
>ad president, a University of Georgia professor, a factory owner, and an innovator 

in agricultural education.

James Camak came to Athens in 1817 and taught math at the University of Georgia until 
1819. He married Helen Finley, daughter of Rev. Dr. Finley, the short term president of 
the University until his death. In the 1830's Camak was a member of the Troup party while 
it was in the majority. After the incorporation and chartering of the Georgia Railroad in 
1833, a stockholders meeting at the Camak Home-took place. James Camak served as president 
of the Georgia Railroad and Banking Company. He organized the Camak factory, changed to 
the Princeton factory in 1834. When a branch of the State Bank was established in 1834, 
he became president of it also. Camak was a major developer of new farm ideas and he was 
instrumental in the formation of the county's first Agricultural Society in 1845. He was 
also the head of the editorial department of the "Southern Cultivator" for a time. He 
died in 1847. The Camak descendants remained in the house until 1947 when the Masonic 
Temple bought it.

The Camak house is unique in Athens both architecturally for its federal character and 
environmentally for the retention of its property.
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