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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stephen Turmer House in Norfolk faces east on Seekonk Street in arural wooded area.
The property ori?i nal ly included approximately 100 acres which continued to be used

for farmand as late as the 1940's. The house i s currently sited ona Ih acre | ot,

and al though sone of the farm and has been sit)divided, nost has retumed to woods.

TW linden trees frame”™ the house and a |ow stone wal | sets it off fromthe street.

The two andone half story, five bay Georgian period structure has the center entry,
center chimmey plan typical of the early-md eighteenth century. A three bay two and
one half storywing is attached to the northeast elevation anda one stor¥ ki tchen

aiid porch el | extends fromthe northwest érear) el evation. Construction for these
sections is uncertain, although local tradition and sone construction details

like gunstock posts suggest that the wi ng which was added c. 1800 nay be the ol dest « -
portion. An archeol o?i cal investigationcould yield information about the date of
construction andthe [ifeways of ei“teenth century Norfolk farmers. The entire house
is sheathed wi th unpainted clapboards and currently has an asphalt shingle roof.

Fenestration consists mainly of 96 double hung sash. Exceptions include 2/2 sash

on the northeast elevation, small four paned w ndows i n the gable of the w ngand
above the el |, and 66 sash on the rear elevation andonthe el|l. All w ndows

have projecting architraves and those of the main house and w ng have nol ded caps

with the exception of those directlé under the com ce which is itself nol ded.

The entrance i s elaborately framed by fluted pilasters carrying a dentiled entabul ature
and triangular pedinent. The door itself is six paneled with paired gpper lights.

The interior retains nuch original interior detail includingraised field paneling,

wi de floor boards and cased structural neners. A full cellar with anearthen floor

%r)d Cl:c'[ sﬁone| |Walls lies under the house while a second, shallower cellar is under
2 of the ell,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stephen Tumer House is significant for the quality of its architectural detail’

and for its associations with several promnent Norfolk famlies. It was built

bg John Tunxor, one of tlie founding settleirs of neighbori n% Medfield, forhis son "
ephen at the time of his marriage to Judith Fisher in 1712 Sephen's son

Ichabod was |ater to serve inthe Anerican Revolution narchingwith athirty-eight v--

nan conpany fromWent ham

In 1792 the house was sol d to Elisha Sayl es whose fani | y had becone weal thy t hrou?”

| and and business nanagenent. H stwosons, Wllard and Ariel, becane very successfiil
factory owners operating the |arge Stony Brook Cotton M|l anong others. |t is
believed that sone of the rather elaborate details of this farnhouse date from this
period. Wllard Sayles owned the house until 1842, |t remained virtually undisturbed
In setting and appearance until 1940 when the farmwas subdivi ded andthe nodem
conveni ences of heat, pluirbing andelectricity were added to the house. | t

remains an inportant exanple of Norfolk's early history. .
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