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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Stephen Tumer House in Norfolk faces east on Seekonk Street in a rural wooded area. 
The property originally included approximately 100 acres which continued to be used 
for farmland as late as the 1940's. The house is currently sited on a Ih acre l o t , 
and although some of the farmland has been si±)divided, most has retumed to woods. 
TWo linden trees frame ̂  the house and a low stone wall sets i t off from the street. 

The two and one half story, five bay Georgian period structure has the center entry, 
center chimney plan typical of the early-mid eighteenth century. A three bay two and 
one half story wing is attached to the northeast elevation and a one story kitchen 
aiid porch e l l extends from the northwest (rear) elevation. Construction for these 
sections is uncertain, although local tradition and some construction details 
like gunstock posts suggest that the wing which was added c. 1800 may be the oldest • -
portion. An archeological investigation could yield information about the date of 
construction and the lifeways of ei^teenth century Norfolk farmers. The entire house 
is sheathed with unpainted clapboards and currently has an asphalt shingle roof. 

Fenestration consists mainly of 9/6 double hung sash. Exceptions include 2/2 sash 
on the northeast elevation, small four paned windows in the gable of the wing and 
above the e l l , and 6/6 sash on the rear elevation and on the e l l . A ll windows 
have projecting architraves and those of the main house and wing have molded caps 
with the exception of those directly under the comice which is i t s e l f molded. 
The entrance is elaborately framed by fluted pilasters carrying a dentiled entabulature 
and triangular pediment. The door it s e l f is six paneled with paired qpper lights. 

The interior retains much original interior detail including raised field paneling, 
wide floor boards and cased structural members. A f u l l cellar with an earthen floor 
and cut stone walls lies under the house while a second, shallower cellar is under 
1/2 of the e l l . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Stephen Tumer House is significant for the quality of its architectural detail ' 
and for it s associations with several prominent Norfolk families. I t was built 
by John Tumxor, one of tlie founding settleirs of neighboring Medfield, for his son " 
Stephen at the time of his marriage to Judith Fisher in 1712. Stephen's son 
Ichabod was later to serve in the American Revolution marching with a thirty-eight v - -
man conpany from Wrentham. 

In 1792 the house was sold to Elisha Sayles whose family had become wealthy throu^ 
land and business management. His two sons, Willard and Ariel, became very successfiil 
factory owners operating the large Stony Brook Cotton Mill among others. I t is 
believed that some of the rather elaborate details of this farmhouse date from this 
period. Willard Sayles owned the house until 1842. I t remained virtually undisturbed 
in setting and appearance until 1940 when the farm was subdivided and the modem 
conveniences of heat, pluirbing and electricity were added to the house. I t 
remains an inportant exanple of Norfolk's early history. • 
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The property i s bounded on the southeast by Seekonk Street 205'-- '; on the southwest by 
the land of Charles and Mary E. Pyne 208.52'; on the northwest by the land of Charles and 
Mary E. Pyne 214.84'; on the northeast by the land of Paul and Beverly Hanna 206.70'. 
Please also refer to the attached assessor's map on which the boundary i s delinated i n red. 
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mini m l 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

March 9, 1979 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

DECEIVED 

m 1 9 1979 

Dear Mr. Herrington: •„... h'^ f ./l-^^/i i/v ' .^i : 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Brookline -- Brookline Village Commercial District . '• .1 . ' 
Buckland -- Odd Fellow's Hall 
Norfolk -- Stephen Tumer House , j , . ..... » . 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. They have also been reviewed 
by our professional staff representing the disciplines of architecture, 
architectural history, archeology and history. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CB/ts 
enclosures 
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