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Hermann Monument/ has a total height of 102 feet. The 18 foot high 
Kasota stone base has thick walls, measures 42 feet by 42 feet in diameter 
and is eight sided with supportive buttresses on the four short (alternatin 
sides. The interior of the base is a large room with windows and a door.

Above the base are ten 25 foot hollow iron columns with half round 
vertical moulding on the lower third of the columns for fluting. The 
column cushions are plain; the round capitals have formal foliage decoration.

The open space within the columns has a central 70 foot high, hollow 
iron column running from the lower base to the statue at the top of the 
monument. Around this central column is a spiral staircase with an 
ornamental iron balustrade. Romanesque in style and similar to the Norman 
"keep" or "place of defense", the dome room is masonry-sided and copper 
covered, and originally it was planned as a weapon room in the monument. m 
An interior room has small round arched windows, some with colored panes. 
The central column extends up through the dome room to an iron railed 
walk-around over the dome and supports the 32 foot statue of Hermann.

The statue is strong and simple in appearance with sheet copper 
counter sunk and riveted over an interior supportive structure of iron. 
Hermann Monument is unique in design and is reflective of the German 
cultural background of New Ulm. Restoration of the monument was com­ 
pleted in 1973 by the city of New Ulm at a cost of $57,894.00.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A language barrier and a strong desire to preserve their cultural 
background led German immigrants to the United States in 1840 to form 
an organization thajt would assist, them in maintaining their ethnic 
history. The name of the organization had to be truly German and 
characteristic of the unity the founders hoped to achieved.

Hermann of the Cherusci tribe, united the German Tribes in 9.A.D. 
and drove the Roman Legions under Varus back to the west bank of the 
Rhine River. In Hermann they found a symbol that all immigrants coming 
to the States easily understood.

In 1885, three hundred and sixty two Sons of Hermann Lodges in a 
Nationwide drive committed themselves to the construction of a 
Monument to the symbol that they cherished. Perhaps inspired/by a 
similar but larger monument in Germany^ it was built in 1887*1889 and 
the Statue cast in Ohio and raised in 1890. Sons of Hermann Lodges 
and auxiliaries had been established in 32 states when the symbol was 
formally dedicated in 1897 at the 21st National Convention. The 
monument was placed at New Ulm because of the German background of the 
area and the persistence of the 53 Lodges in Minnesota to erect the 
symbol of German unity and cultural preservation in America.

The monument and statue were modeled by Alfonz Pelzer, Salem, Ohio 
whose named appeared at the base during restoration. The plan and 
construction were the work of Julius Berndt of New Ulm. Pelzer's 
statue of Hermann is that of a warrior with capes flowing back over 
his shoulders; his upright right arm holds a sword above his head with 
his powerful hand strongly grasping the hilt.

Lincoln statues in seven states have been identified by Mr. Marion 
Cox, Cave Creek, Arizona as the work of Alfonz Pelzer. Cox, who has 
spent much time researching American sculpture says: "Discounting the 
Colossus of Rhodes and Bartholdi's Statue of Liberty, Hermann's statue 
was the. largest in the world, even outranking that of Lenin in Russia. 
Although the Statue of Liberty was taller than Hermann, it, in no way, 
excelled Hermann in technique of casting and construction. In truth, 
Bartholdi"s method was crude as compared with that of Pelzer,"



Hermann Monument dedication booklet, 1897. 

Historical Files, Brown County Historical Museum. 

Letter: Mr. Marion Cox, February 12, 1972.
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#8 Significance (continued)

Alfonz Pelzer and his brother Hubert founded a little school of 
sculpture in Salem. Alfonz, after the death of his brother, sold the 
business to the Mullins Manufacturing Co., and worked for several years 
for the firm before returning to Germany, where he died in 1904. The 
famous Lincoln statues were modeled while employed by the Mullins Co.

Hermann is visible for considerable distance and dominates the 
Minnesota River Valley skyline from Hermann Heights Park at the western 
edge of the city. New Ulm, named for Ulm, Germany, continues to preserve 
a strong ethnic culture through various associations, civic groups, 
German gothic buildings and homes, and the Brown County Historical Society 
and folk festivities. Once the home of five breweries, many of the 
businesses of city still carry on German traditions.

The monument becomes an integral part of city-wide planning. City 
government officials through the past decade set aside funds for restoration 
of Hermann as urban-renewal was carried on in the nearby downtown area.

Landmark, unique in design, Hermann monument remains the only really 
significant artistic statue/monument that was erected as the heavy influx 
of German immigrants to America came to an end.
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