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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Union Street Historic District is oneofcity's only
intact clusters of ate nineteenth commercial structures, and
illustrates the devel opment of a small business district centered
around a suburban railroad depot; i t therefore neets Criteria A and
of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTURAL. SGNHCANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate I nterns of
other areas within the comunity.

The Union Street Historic District contains the city's best cluster
of well-preserved comrercial buildings dating fromthe nineteenth century.
The district i s domnated byits handsone commuter railroad station.

Beginning i n 1881, major innovations i n suburban railroad depot
design occurred, with the trend continuing until the turn of the century.
In 1884, v/ihen the Boston & Al bany Railroad Conpany purchased a section
of land that ran fromthe Fenvva?/ area of Boston to Newton Highl ands
for eventual useas a comuter |in HH Richardson and F.L. O nsted
the country's foremost architect andlandscape architect of the 19th
century were conm ssioned to design the twelve stations to be located
in Newton. Only three of the original twelve have survived: the Newton
Hi ghl ands Station, '//oodland Station i n Aubunmdal e, andthe New on
Centre Station. (All three NRHP. 3/25/76).

HSTARCAL SGNHCANCE Explainhistorical Inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the community.

By the 1850s Newton Centre showed |ittle si?n of devel opment. - "
There was no regul ar comuter rail service, andfewer thanten

bui l dings stood clustered around the common. Farns surrounded the

village center. Although street ﬁatterns v;ere expandi ng, Newton

Centre's growth even during the third quarter of the nineteenth century

v/as sl ow and buildin? was [ imted. The Nevrbon Journal reported in _
Septenber 1866 that tew houses were available for sale orrent in .
Newt on Centre. | tv/ias generally thought that inproved railroad service
viould generate devel opment actrivity. After the completionof the

Back Bay | andfill ErOJect I n Boston, passenger service between Boston

and Nev/ton Centre ecane nore frequent andreliable. 1 n 1882, after

many years of effort, a group of investors including James F. C Hyde, dorned
the “Nev/ton Circuit Railroad Con'r)any. The project ivas eventually taken

over by the Boston & Al ban ailroad GConpany, andthe tracks were renev/ed
betv/een betv.”een Newt on Hi ghl ands and Boston, and extended v/ith nev/ stops

at Eliot, ',7aban, andV/oodland to Riverside v/ihere i t |linked upv/iith the

main Boston and Al bany line. Thenewrailroad station at Nev/ton Centre

vias built 1 n1S90 andreflected the inﬁortance t othe village of

the railroad. The ensuing years sav/ the appearance of nev/ comrercial ., %0
structures i n Nev/iton Jentre. Several tv/o- andthree- story v/ooden, s

B BL G3RPHY and/ or REEENES Nt
Nev/ton's 19th :entury Architecture. Nev/ton centre. Qak HUl , Chestnuo Hill,
5 jommonwealth Avenue, 1985. I
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o MSSAGHHEETTS HSTARCGAL M SS ON Newton Centre L

Ofice of the Secretary, Boston
Property NaTE NN\ _NN gA/\/\/\/\

Indicate each itemon inventory formvfhigh i s being continued bel ow

Historical Significance: N

conmerci al bl ocks were |ocated near the Newton Centre depot and across
fromthe Gxmon. |n 1893, Mellen Brag,.mventor, investor and
Ejh!lanthromst, built a buff-colored brick commercial block on

nion Street (formerly kncm as Station Street) which was regarded

as a great conmunity asset and catal yst needed for further devel opnent
of the area. Bray also built a nunber of rental properties nearby

and in 1913 built Newton "lentre's first apartment building, Bradford
Court, onHerrick Road in the district.

S " e e A R

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



I NVENTARY  FORM GONTI NUATI OGN SHEET Comrnmity: Fom No:

MSSACHEETTS H ST YN SS AN Newton Centre L
Office of the Secretary, Bostm

Property Nare g”ion Street

I ndi cate each item oninventory foimwhich is being continued bel ow

Architectural Significajice: , -

The Newton Centre Station was conpleted in 1890 after Richardson's
death by his successor firm Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge. Characteristic
features include the?ranlte and brov/nstone construction and |arge
overhanging slate roof, as well as a covered platform on the
trackside. Onh each slope of the roof aretwoarched eyebrow v/indows,
A stone chimmey rises between the tv/o street side dorners. The
flared eaves of the hip roof aresupported by wooden braces. A
Baggage & Express Building v/ihich stood next tothestationwas demolished
in 1985. The original Onsted |andscaping does not survive.

- A second major structure in the Union Street District i s the
building knov/n as Bray's Block or Bray's Hall (1893) located at
93-105 Union Street. An L-plan comrercial block, thebuilding i s
2i-stories in height and constructed of buff-colored brick viith a
copper-clad hip roof and heavy modillion cornice. The sem -circular
dormers of the attic story are also articulatedi ncopper. The building,
designed in the Classical Revival style, originally contained a large
assenbly hall, a bov/ling alley, offices andstorefronts.

- The Union Building (1896; i slocated at 65-73 Union Street.
Designed in the Georgian Revival style, theflat-roofed structure
has a seven-bay facade v/ith storefronts onthe groimd level. The =
recessed entrance i sset within a round-arched opening flanked by
brick pilasters supporting a full entablature. Notable features
include themodillion cornice with a dentil course, andt hekeystone
lintels of the v/indov/s on the upper, story. A Palladian w ndow on
the second story is aligned v/ith the entrance.

Staple tolnventory form at bott
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Addr ess

17-31 Herrick St

49- 63 Uni on St
65- 73 Uni on St
75-105 Uni on St
68-72 Uni on St

Union St
Union St
Union St
Union S
Uni on St

SBL

61-35-6

61-36-7
61- 36-8
61-36-9
61-36-11A

N ON STREET H STAR C O STR CT

Historic Nane

Bradford Court Apts.

Uni on Bui | ding

Bray's Bl ock

Newton Centre RR Station
(listed NRHP-1976)

LO
LOr
LOr
LOr
LOr

10 properties with an area of 79,238 sqaure feet (
5 buildings, 1 non-contributing;

5 vacant |ots

Date Style
1913 Jacobean Rev.
Ceorgi an Rev.
1896 CGeorgi an Rev.
1893 Classical Rev.
1886 Ri char dsoni an
acres )

0000 =4

| nven. #

NG 316

NG 680
NG 678

Area

22,980

8, 735
A 148
31, 455
2,842

3, 300
3, 060
360
958
1, 400
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Continuation sheet item numtier Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name  Newton MRA
State Middlesex Coanty, MA
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature

11. Newton Lower Falls
Historic District

Attest
12. Newton Theological Institution [INper ANT[ANN-NNN\NDNNNN [N
Historic District Entered in the
Hatloiisa. B»fiiater ~ Attest
13. Newton Upper Falls Entered In the fheper
Historic District 2i«itioiial Beglater
Attest
14. Newtonville HistoricDi strict "*«MeMANKANA|feN)er [N NCNA-NPNNINNANAN
Attest
15. O d Chestnut Hill Stiwil*"Begistex"Wper NANNA
Historic District
Attest
16. Our Lady Help of Christians jntered 15 tax "jytCeeper
Historic District
Attest
17. Putnam Street Historic fiatered In the Aper rdd</A</hr-AyAy<n
District aatiooal Register
Attest
18. Surmmer and G bbs Streets Sntered in the -~toepev frn~n
Historic District Sfttlwial Eftgistar
Attest
. , _ elintered in the
19. Union Street Historic Hatiocal Bagioter ™I Tegoer
District
Attest
Faorelin the ,
20. Webster Park Historic ATifeNper  M{MMYAYIA M<rA
District

Attest



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Union Street Historic District (Newton MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. '|||| 2 3 MX
x Fed. Reg. Date
" Date Due:
Action: _EN-ACHMPT

O resubmission Entered in the RETURN
O nomination by person or local government National iioe'ls:? REIECT
n owner objeaion Federal Agency:
. appeal
Substantive Review: * sample ¢ request * appeal d] NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CD good I lruins altered moved date.
e fair n unexposed

Describe the present and original (if icnown) physical appearance

CZI summary paragraph )
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity ANLYNL
CD dates

¢ boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria %

CD justification of areas checl<ed

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance . '
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. IVigjor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

Other

JXMaps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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