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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Today, the site is a slightly rolling, wooded, well-cared-for 
two-acre park with visitor facilities and a monument des 
cribing the history which transpired there. None of the 
historic buildings remain. The site is located outside of 
the bustling downtown district of Spokane in a neighborhood 
of transition.

Due to the friendly relationship which existed between^Cowley 
and segments of the Spokane Tribe, he was able to quickly " 
achieve shelter for his family as the 1874-75 winter approach 
ed. A half-completed log building served as the foundation 
of the Cowley Cabin. Logs were dragged to the Sixth and Div 
ision site. The main part of the structure measured 16' x 24' 
and was divided into two compartments. A large attic existed 
above. A kitchen addition was 14' x 18'. Cowley could not 
find mortar or clay in the immediate vicinity, so moss was 
used as a substitute for chinking. Indian women, anxious to 
participate, roamed the woods beyond Hangman Creek to secure 
large quantities of moss for the building.

A housewarming of sorts was engineered by the Indians who 
brought the Cowleys a sack of excellent flour, a six-pound 
trout, venison, dried buffalo meat, dried and fresh fish. 
Enoch procured a cow and delivered a gallon of milk daily 
to the Cowley's. A farmer living at Spangle, many miles away, 
collected a wagon load of vegetables, a quarter of beef, and 
a half a hog and delivered these to the Cowleys.

When the Indian Schoolhouse was completed, some 250-300 
Indians who had been living in scattered encampments as 
sembled in the vicinity of Pine Street in order to be near 
the new school.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ReverendJHejary_T, Cpwley and his wife, Abigail 
Peet Cowley, along with their three children (all 
under four years of age), were _on,e of the first four 
families to settle in Spokane Falls, arriving In 1874.

A graduate of a Theological Seminary in Auburn, N.Y., 
Mr. Cowley requested and received a commission to work 
among the Nez Perce in Idaho in 1871. First stationed 
at Lapwai r he organized the Indian Presbyterian Church 
of Kamiah, the oldest Protestant church in Idaho. 
Before coming to Spokane, the Cowleys resided at Mount 
Idaho, near present Grangeville, where he continued 
his missionary efforts.

Petitioned by some of the Spokane tribe to establish 
a school and church among them at the falls of the 
Spokane, Cowley was urged to take this step by the 
reknown missionary H.H. Spaulding. Upon arriving 
at the falls, Cowley selected a home site on a part of 
Enoch's land (a sub-chief of the Spokanes), bounded by 
Browne and Division streets on Sixth in present Spokane. 
Mr. Poole, a carpenter whom Cowley met as he journied 
toward his destination, helped Cowley build his house 
and the Indian school house. The Indians, eager to 
help in the building, were directed by Poole who agreed 
to supervise, provided the Indians gave him three 
ponies as compensation.

Constructed of hewn logs, the Cowley cabin was divided 
into two rooms, with a large overhead attic, and kitchen 
addition. It was completed by Thanksgiving, 187-1. The 
house was erected in exchange for a horse and 300 bushels 
of grain. He also secured lumber sufficient for a com 
fortable kitchen addition and about 6000 ft. for a 
schoolhouse in this exchange. Early in January, 1875 the 
first public school began its sessions in the Cowley 
Cabin, with six pupils in attendance Cowley soon dis 
covered he could not teach school and carry on his work 
with the Indians at the same time. Two weeks later the 
school was transfered to the Swift Cabin.
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Before the Indian schoolhouse was constructed, Cowley 
held school in a large Indian lodge, covered with matting, 
canvas, sheeting, and a few buffalo robes. With a foot 
and a half of snow on the ground early in 1875, lumber 
from the mill was transported to the site of the contem 
plated schoolhouse. Much of it was packed on the shoulders 
of young Indian men a distance of three-quarters of a mile. 
The 20' x 30' structure was completed at the end of Feb 
ruary. Desks of unplaned boards served as seats. A stove 
for heat and windows were brought from Walla Walla. The 
school was built on Sixth Avenue, between Division and Pine

Eager students, both old and young, filled the school to 
capacity. Using a blackboard and crayons, Cowley drew 
familiar pictures, pointed to the objects, and related 
the Indian and English words for them. Cowley stated, "The 
Indians wanted to start the lessons at daylight and keep 
up with instructions until dark."

On January 1, 1875, the Rev. Cowley received an appointment 
from the government as a teacher for the Spokane Indians, 
serving under the jurisdiction of agent John B. Monteith. 
The eight years he served as teacher, friend, and agent 
for the tribe were critical years. It was a period when 
advancing settlement was suddenly forcing the native people 
to give up age-old customs and traditions and adopt the 
ways of Western civilization or perish. Mr. Cowley acted 
as intermediary between the settlers and the Indians. He 
began schools in two different communities and continued 
religious services for them out of which grew two Presbyter 
ian Churches which continue to the present, one at Spokane 
and one at Wellpinit. The Spokane tribe continues to honor 
his memory and hold him in high esteem.
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Spokesman Review, Spokane, Washington - Sept. 28, 1952 
Spokesman Review, Spokane, Washington - April 20, 1945 
An Illustrated History of Spokane County, Jonathan Edwards, published

by W.H. Lever, 1900. pp.126-
Spokane and the Inland Empire, W.H. Durham, Vol. I, p.108-109. 
A Tepee in His Front Yard, Clifford Drury, Binfords & Mort, 1949.

pp.123,127,128,134.
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National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andJOstoric Preservation
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