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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling

Cat: Domestic Sub: Secondary Structure

Cat: Agriculture/Subsistence Sub: Animal Facility/Storage
Current Functions (Enter categories from iInstructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling

Cat: Domestic Sub: Secondary Structure

Cat: Agriculture/Subsistence Sub: Animal Facility/Storage

Cat: Agriculture/Subsistence Sub: Storage

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Late 19* and 20" Century American Movements Sub: Prairie School

Cat: Other Sub: Stick-built Barn

Materials (Enter categories from iInstructions)
Foundation: Concrete
Roof: Asphalt
Walls: Brick; Wood/Weatherboard
Other: Outside Trimmings — Stone/Limestone

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant

contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past.

x_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important
in prehistory or history.
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Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past
50 years.

OTMMOOwW>

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions): Architecture

Period of Significance: ca. 1910 - ca. 1945

Significant Dates: ca. 1920
ca. 1945

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above): NA
Cultural Affiliation:
Architect/Builder: Steele, William L.

Holtze Construction Company
Gunderson, Aaron

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
_____ Other state agency
____ Federal agency
_X_ Local government

University

Other

Name of repository: Woodbury County Courthouse, Sioux City, lowa
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Acreage of Property: 2.8 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing
14T 718203.50 4693026.41

See continuation sheet.

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Latitude: 42.3589 Longitude: -96.3504

Verbal Boundary Description:
Liberty Township: S17-T87-R47

Boundary Justification: The nominated property’s boundaries include the land
historically associated with the house and outbuildings.

(Aerial Photo by Google Earth, October 14, 2014. Boundary line added by Ruth Petersen.)
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Name/Title: Ruth Petersen E-mail Address: RoothieAP@aol.com
Organization: NA Date: September 25, 2017

Street & Number: 9121 Culcairn Road Telephone: 704-576-1767

City or Town: Huntersville State: NC Zip Code: 28078

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15-minute series) indicating the property®s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
Or Nnumerous resources.

Photographs
Representative photographs of the property.

Additional i1tems (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Name: Winston Belfrage

Street & Number: 2410 Port Neal Road Telephone: 712-251-8247

City or Town: Sergeant BIuff State: IA Zip Code: 51054

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for
applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to
amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit
in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.
470 et seq.).-

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated
to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct
comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the ChiefT,
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127,
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Narrative Description

The W. L. and Winnie Belfrage Farmstead Historic District is located on the north
half of the northwest quarter of Section 17, Township 87, Range 47 in the county
of Woodbury and State of lowa south of Sergeant Bluff. Neighbors, farmland and
industrial companies can be seen from the property. The Sioux Gateway Airport is
north of the area. Interstate 29 is on the east and the Missouri River is on the
west with a few oxbow lakes to the south. The farmhouse faces Port Neal Road to
the west. The north property line is edged with evergreen trees which were
planted in the early 2000s to restore the windbreak. The driveway from Port Neal
Road is on the south side of the farmhouse and leads to the other buildings on
the 2.8 acres including a dairy barn built in 1910, a brooder house (now
woodshed), a chicken shed (now garden shed), the cattle shed (added by John B.
Belfrage in 1960), and a garage/utility building (added by Winston Belfrage in
2006) . The farmhouse, dairy barn, brooder house, and chicken shed are considered
contributing buildings to the farmstead district whereas the cattle shed and
garage/utility building are considered non-contributing since they were built
after the period of significance.

The farmhouse and the dairy barn were restored by W. L. and Winnie Belfrage’s
grandson, Winston Belfrage, and his wife Sheryl after they purchased the
farmhouse to have it back in the family. In the farmhouse, they refurbished the
wood floors and freshly painted the walls. They had to strip and refinish the
woodwork since it had been painted by the previous owners. The kitchen had to be
updated and is the only room not restored to its original state. Winston and
Sheryl finished the farmhouse restoration in 2001 and began working on the barn
in 2002. They installed a new roof on the barn and painted it with a matching
grant from the lowa Barn Foundation.

Farmhouse - (Contributing)

Built in 1919-1920, the W. L. Belfrage Farmhouse is a two-story, brick, early
twentieth century Foursquare with Prairie School characteristics. From the
excavation of the property to the finishes, the architect, William L. Steele,
made plans for a functional farmhouse that included Prairie School style design
elements such as strong horizontal lines, a low-pitched roof, one-story porches,
overhanging eaves, and windows grouped in horizontal bands as well as solid
construction and craftsmanship. The main block of the farmhouse is symmetrical
with a hipped roof but with an off-center front entry. The brick came from the
Holman Brothers Brickyard in Sergeant BIuff (now the Sioux City Brick and Tile
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Company) and contains clay from the Loess Hills. The 55 windows in the farmhouse
allow plenty of light and air into the 11 rooms. There are five bedrooms on the
second floor and one on the main floor with two staircases leading to the second
floor. A third staircase leads to the full basement.

The exterior of the farmhouse is common brick of a maroon appearance with the
corners, piers, porch walls below grade, and chimney walls being hard-burned
brick. The exterior trimmings are blue Bedford stone. The window frames are made

of clear, white pine or cypress and are painted white. Most of the windows have
full, wire screens.

Image 1. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the Exterior Details of the Belfrage Farmhouse
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Image 2. Belfrage Farmhouse Facade

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)
View of the Belfrage Farmhouse, looking east from Port Neal Road

The front of the farmhouse, (Image #2), reflects the simplicity and solid
construction ideals of the Prairie School style. The horizontality is emphasized
with the grouping of the windows on each level and fits organically with the vast
openness of the farmland surrounding it. The facade has the front entrance on the
left with four windows on the right to the sun parlor. There is an overhanging
eave covering the first floor with a large, brick column supporting the left side
of the front
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entrance. The second floor has two sets of windows symmetrically placed apart
from each other. Above the second floor is another overhanging eave. There is a
dormer window to cap off the front of the farmhouse. It has three, small,
rectangular windows to allow light into the attic. The dormer window also has an
overhanging eave.

Image 3. Belfrage Farmhouse North Elevation

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the Belfrage Farmhouse, camera facing south
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The north side of the farmhouse, (Image #3), has windows that are in line
vertically and horizontally except for the window from the stairwell that falls
between the First and second floors. There are three columns of windows with a
single column flanking each side of the double column. The basement windows are
lined up vertically as well and replicate the dormer window on the facade of the
farmhouse. Downspouts frame each corner and the kitchen chimney is on the left
side of the roof.

Image 4. Belfrage Farmhouse East Elevation

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the Belfrage Farmhouse, camera facing west
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The enormous eaves are prominent from the east side, especially those over the
sleeping porch. The kitchen chimney is in the center of the roof. The second-
floor windows are lined up horizontally but not vertically suggesting that the
farmhouse fulfills the purpose of function and not design on this side. The
first-floor and basement windows are aligned. There is a back door on the right,
bottom corner of the farmhouse that goes to the hired hand’s room on the second
floor, to the kitchen, or to the basement.

Image 5. Belfrage Farmhouse South Elevation

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the Belfrage Farmhouse, camera facing north
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On the south side of the farmhouse, (Image #5), the sun parlor is on the left
followed by one column of windows, the chimney, four more sets of windows aligned
vertically and horizontally, and then a final column of features including the
sleeping porch, the two-season porch, and the deck. This elevation shows the most
characteristics of the Prairie School style.

Walking up to the front door, one is welcomed by the original doorbell. Coming
through the front entrance the large wooden doors are simply majestic with
beveled windows in sets of three horizontally. The original hardware reflects the
long, vertical panels in the doors. The foyer is divided smartly with an outer
area (Photo #1) for those coming in from the elements to a coat closet and an
inner area that welcomes all with the warmth of a radiator in the winter. To the
left are the front stairs decorated with a window on the first landing and
banister that carries the architectural style to the second floor. Before leaving
the inner foyer, there are double pocket doors to the living room which can be
closed to conserve the warmth in the winter.

Throughout the farmhouse, there are 55 windows located in both directions with
some in the corners of the rooms to create cross-ventilation in the warmer months
since there is not any ailr conditioning.

When entering the living room, the immediate focus is the brick fireplace with a
facing of selected press brick and a wood mantel. To the right of the Ffireplace,
there are copper radiator pipes. The interior walls are plastered. The living
room has French doors directly opposite of each other with one set to the sun
parlor and one set to the dining room. The interior doors all have two panels of
either wood or glass with original hardware. The sun parlor is enclosed with a
radiator on the south end (Photo #2). Windows line the three outer walls giving
the occupant a 180-degree view of the farmland and front yard.

Going back through the living room, the dining room showcases a large built-in
hutch (Photo #3). The hutch’s upper cabinets have glass so that one can now see
into the kitchen. Originally, the cupboards had wood and not glass on the Kitchen
side but the cupboards did serve as a pass-through to the dining room. A mirror
is behind the counter-top of the hutch creating the illusion of vastness

and depth. On the bottom section of the hutch are various sizes of drawers in the
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middle with a cupboard on each side of the drawers. If one stands in the kitchen
today, one can see from the kitchen all of the way through to the sun parlor
windows. The wood finish throughout the first floor is selected, flat-sawed, red
oak except in the sun parlor, kitchen and entry.

Image 6. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the Interior Details of the Belfrage Farmhouse
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A door to the right of the hutch leads to the two-season porch from the dining
room. A single door on the north end of the dining room leads to a study/office
area (originally W. L. Belfrage’s bedroom).

At the corner where the dining room, study, and kitchen meet, there are four
doorways that connect these rooms to a small hallway to the downstairs half-bath.
In the small hallway, there is a pantry closet and the laundry chute (Photo #4).
The half-bath has a radiator and a window. The built-in medicine cabinet in the
half-bath is original to the farmhouse.

The kitchen was updated by the Mitchells who lived in the farmhouse from 1970 to
1998. The only original features are the upper cabinets and the back side of the
hutch. Between the kitchen and the two-season porch, the windows were removed for
a bar at which people can sit and eat on the porch side (Photo #5). A back door
from the two-season porch goes out to a large wooden deck which was added by
Winston Belfrage in the early 2000s.

At the northeast corner of the kitchen are the backstairs to the second floor.
The stairs to the basement are just a few feet farther. The full basement has a
laundry chute that starts from the second floor and a coal chute from the first
floor to the coal room. The coal was used to heat water and the house. A large
shower was used to warm up calves. The children would roller-skate in the
basement and would make ice cream in the winter.

There is a back door on the first landing of the basement stairs. This is on the
east side of the farmhouse. The hired hand would enter through this back door and
come up the top section of the basement stairs to the First floor and take the
first right up the backstairs made of yellow pine to his room. The hired hand’s
room is a smaller bedroom with two windows and a radiator. A door on the far end
of the room opens to the built-in attic stairs. There is not a closet in the
room. The hired hand had an armoire in which to put his personal belongings. The
hired hand would have had to use the one full-bath on the second floor, which
separated his end of the hall (along with a linen closet on the main hall) from
the other bedrooms.

In addition to the hired hand’s bedroom and the full bath, there are four more
bedrooms on the second floor including a sleeping porch. The second-floor
bathroom has a concrete sub-floor. The full bath on the second floor no longer
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has the original medicine cabinet, but still has the 5-foot cast iron bathtub and
the herringbone tile (Photo #6). Originally, three cisterns supplied soft
rainwater to the house. In 2001, a switch was made to city water.

Each bedroom has the same windows and doors as those on the Ffirst floor. These
four bedrooms in which the family members slept each have a closet. The sleeping
porch is accessed through the middle bedroom on the south side. The sleeping
porch (Photo #7) had a wooden railing originally and was replaced by a metal
railing to keep young Winston from going over it. The family members could access
their four bedrooms best by the front stairs. The wood finish throughout the
second floor is selected yellow pine while the stair and rail are of oak.

Garage/Utility Building - (Non-contributing)
The garage/utility building is the first building behind (east of) the farmhouse.
It was added by Winston Belfrage in 2006.

This building is a Morton building. The red and white color scheme is the same as
the other outbuildings on the property. The west end has one window and a single
door. The north side has one window and the weather vane on the top of the roof
complements the other weather vanes on the outbuildings. The east side has a
window and a single garage door for the tractor. Finally, on the south side
(Photo #8), there are two garage doors — one double and one single. On the right
end, there is an awning held up by three posts. Under the awning are a single
window and a door.

The garage/utility building (Photo #9) is used for personal vehicles and farm
equipment as well as storage, a workspace, and a man-cave. The floors are heated.

Brooder House (Woodshed) — (Contributing)

The brooder house was connected to the chicken shed by an awning. The chicken
shed was moved farther east and is now a garden shed. The brooder house was
originally on skids and was moved at times as needed. This building is estimated
to be at least 70 years old.

The west side of the brooder house has small area for ventilation as well as a
small opening near the bottom right corner for the chickens. The north
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side i1s solid wood. There is a weather vane on the top. The east side is similar
to the west side, but the opening for the chickens is on the bottom left corner.
The east side (Photo #10) would have been the side connected by an awning to the
chicken shed. The front has a single door in the center with windows on each side
of the door. The inside of the brooder house is built of wood from floor to
ceiling except for the ventilation sections. (Photo #11)

Chicken Shed (Garden Shed) — (Contributing)

The chicken shed was moved away from the brooder house. It was connected to the
brooder house by an awning at one time. The awning was raked like the roof on
this shed. This building is estimated to be at least 70 years old.

Boards now cover the opening on the west side where there used to be a door when
the shed was next to the brooder house. The north side has a patch on the bottom
The east side has one small window. The south side (Photo #12) has a larger
window on the left and a door that was most likely added later.

The inside of the chicken shed (Photo #13) is built out of wood from floor to
ceiling except for the storm door.

Dairy Barn - (Contributing)

The dairy barn, is a gable-front style with balloon frame construction and
horizontal flush siding. On the west side of the dairy barn are 11 windows in a
row. The two cupolas can be seen at the top with a weather vane on the north
cupola. The north side of the barn features a hay hood extending from the gable
peak and has multiple openings including one garage door, two windows on the
second floor, two windows on the left side of the first floor, and various half
doors to load grain or feed and to open the barn for ventilation. Before Winston
Belfrage added the garage door, there was a door that was opened by lifting
concrete weights. The east side also has 11 windows in a row. A diesel tank was
added by Winston Belfrage. On the south side, cattle are kept. The south side
facade is similar to the north elevation.

The First floor has three main sections running north to south with the central
section divided into two smaller sections. Chickens are kept on the east side of
the barn. A wagon is in the back (south side) of the middle section. The rest of
the First floor is used for storage.
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From the section on the west side, there are stairs to the hay loft. On the south
side of the hay loft, there is a basketball hoop. W. L.”s grandchildren played
basketball there. The concrete weights are under the basketball goal. These
weights were used to lift the door. The slings and hooks used to move the hay to
the loft are still there. The track for moving the hay can be seen in the center
of the roof from the hay loft. (Read “The Barn” by Marjorie Belfrage to
understand how the hay was moved.)

Cattle Shed — (Non-contributing)
The cattle shed was added by John (son of W.L.) Belfrage in 1960.

The shed is covered iIn corrugated steel siding. The shed does not have a wall on
the south side (Photo #14).

The inside of the cattle shed is built of wood. The shed is partially used for
storage and partially used to protect the cattle (Photo #15).

Alterations

Farmhouse

The original railing on the sleeping porch was replaced ca. 1960 to a metal
railing to prevent Winston from climbing over it as a young boy. In 1970, the
farmhouse was bought by the Mitchell family. The woodwork throughout the
farmhouse was painted. The kitchen was updated with décor and appliances
reflecting the decade. After buying the property in 1999, Winston Belfrage and
his wife, Sheryl, began restoring the woodwork to its natural state, refreshed
the paint, refinished the floors, and updated the kitchen. The kitchen is the
only room that was not changed back to the original look. A wooden deck was added
by Winston off the two-season porch. A switch was made to city water in 2001.

Barn

At some point after the barn was built, five more windows were added to the east
and west sides of the barn. The barn was repaired and restored by Winston
Belfrage in 2002.

Brooder House
The brooder house was connected to the chicken shed (garden shed) by an awning.
It is not known when the two buildings were separated.
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Chicken Shed
The chicken shed was connected to the brooder house by an awning with the same
raked roof line. It Is not known when the two buildings were separated.

Integrity

The W. L. and Winnie Belfrage Farmstead Historic District retains high integrity
from the period of significance i1dentified to this property.

Location: The W.L. and Winnie Belfrage Farmstead Historic District was built 11
miles south of Sioux City, lowa, and has an excellent degree of integrity since
it remains at i1ts historic location.

Design: The farmhouse, except for the kitchen, shingles, the sleeping porch
railing, the discontinued use of the cisterns and change to city water, and the
addition of a wooden deck, is very close to the original and is in very good
condition due to restoration work by Winston Belfrage. Restoration work has also
been completed on the barn. The basic style of these two buildings has not
changed and so the farmstead retains very good design integrity. The plan and
space of the property was to function as a farmstead and that continues, but on a
much smaller scale with a large garden, cattle, and chickens. The space and
structure of the property has remained intact despite changes in equipment and
the mechanization of the farm.

Setting: The setting, despite the addition of various industries in the area,
retains good integrity in terms of its rural setting. The farmhouse and
outbuildings are still surrounded by farmland.

Materials: The materials used for construction of the buildings on the farmstead
remain intact and thus the farmstead retains very good integrity with respect to
materials. The farmhouse is constructed of common brick and exterior trim of blue
Bedford stone. Likewise, interior materials including plaster, wood trim and wood
floors survive. The barn retains its original wood frame construction and wood
siding.

Workmanship: The farmhouse was built with high-quality workmanship that was
guided by architect William Steele’s written specifications. The workers used a
sidewalk tool to neatly round the edges of the concrete steps and trowel-finished
them. Particular care was taken to provide smooth, straight walls for the sliding
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pocket doors. The exterior trimmings made of blue Bedford stone are of even color
and were smoothly finished. No stone that was chipped, cracked, scratched or
damaged was allowed on the house. Upon completion of the building, acid was used
where necessary to remove stains and all damaged or unfinished places in the
masonry were fixed. All tile was placed by experienced tile workers who hammered
it down, grouted and lined it up all ways including an intricate basket-weave
tile in the upstairs bathroom. They installed marble thresholds to adjoining tile
floors. All woodwork and wood floors were hand-sanded. All cabinet work (except
panels and table tops) was screwed and nailed so that the screws and nails did
not show in the face of the work. Exposed parts of the inside of the cabinets
have the same finish as the outside. Closets, cabinets and cupboards were built
with glazed or wood-paneled doors, which required expert carpentry. All of the
cutting and fitting of the woodwork was done before painting or varnishing but
the hardware was not added until after the painters were done. The farmhouse was
built with materials to stand the test of time and the elements iIn a rural
setting. The fact that all of these buildings have been standing 70-116 years is
a testament to the workmanship and very good integrity.

Feeling: Except for the garage/utility building, the Belfrages would readily
recognize this farmstead as their own. The feeling is of very good integrity.

Association: The farmstead retains its historic association with its agricultural
history, which can be seen in its rural setting and extant secondary farm
dependencies, such as the barn, brooder house, and chicken shed. In addition, the
farmhouse has a direct link to William L. Steele and other buildings he designed,
especially the non-extant Sergeant Bluff High School. The association is of good
integrity.
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A summary (Table A) of the buildings, construction dates, uses, and their
locations on Figure A - W.L. and Winnie Belfrage Farmstead Historic District -

follows:

Table A

Building Year Contributing or Function Figure A
Non-contributing Reference

Farmhouse 1920 Contributing Residence #1

Barn 1910 Contributing Chickens/storage #2

Brooder House | 1945 or earlier Contributing Wood storage #3

Chicken Shed 1945 or earlier Contributing Garden storage #4

Cattle Shed 1960 Non-contributing | Cattle/storage #5

Garage/Utility | 2006 Non-contributing | Garage/storage #6

Building

Figure A

(Aerial Photo by Google Earth, October 14, 2014. Boundary line added by Ruth Petersen.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Image 7. W. L. and Winnie Belfrage Outside South Elevation

(Image from Winston Belfrage Collection, December 27, 2016)

View of the Belfrage Farmhouse, camera facing north, ca. 1930
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The property meets National Register Criterion C in the area of Architecture with
the farmhouse as an example of the influence of the Prairie School style in a
rural setting and as the work of architect, William L. Steele. Aside from the
house, the other contributing resources are well preserved and good
representations of agricultural buildings found on an early twentieth-century
farmstead. The farmstead reflects historic trends and changes in the landscape
with the property being in the Belfrage family for 95 years from 1875 to 1970.
During these years, a new barn was built, a new farmhouse was built, and
machinery was added as technology advanced. The farmstead and 1ts owners were
affected by a period of economic recovery, the Golden Age of Agriculture, World
War 1, the Great Depression, World War 11, and the scientific age iIn agriculture.
In 1983, Marjorie Belfrage, daughter of W. L. and Winnie, wrote down her memories
of the farmstead. The changes in the landscape and the scientific advances are
documented in her stories. (Please see Stories by Marjorie Belfrage.)

After another 30 years, Winston Belfrage bought back the family farmhouse and 2.8
acres in 1999. The period of significance, ca. 1910-ca. 1945, is based on the
building of the barn and farmhouse. The barn was built in 1910 by Aaron
Gunderson. (W. L. Belfrage put his initials and the date into the concrete for
the barn.) The farmhouse, designed by William L. Steele, was built in 1920. The
brooder house and chicken shed were built circa 1945.

John Burnett Belfrage, who served in the Civil War as a Union hospital steward,
came to Woodbury County in 1875, purchased 100 acres of land in section 17 of
Liberty township, and built a home on the property. John Burnett Belfrage was a
prominent citizen of the region holding many of the township and county offices
and was also a member of the lowa legislature from 1880 to 1882. After John
Burnett Belfrage’s death in May of 1917, his oldest son, Wilfred Luce (W. L.)
Belfrage, began planning for a new farmhouse. He hired William L. Steele to
design his new home and planning began in 1918.

William L. Steele (1875-1949) had worked in the office of renowned architect
Louis Sullivan in Chicago for three years following graduation from the
University of Illinois. After a few years in Pittsburgh, Steele was offered a
position in Sioux City, lowa, and then opened his own office iIn 1906. Because of
the aesthetically conservative nature of those who lived in Sioux City, It was
difficult to find clients. Steele lived in Sioux City, lowa, from 1904 to 1929.
During his career, he designed buildings in lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and
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Minnesota. Steele’s masterpiece is considered to be the Woodbury County
Courthouse constructed from 1916 to 1918. Steele won the competition to design
the Woodbury County Courthouse in 1915. The first design was controversial
because of its traditional Gothic architectural style. Steele convinced the
county supervisors that he would redesign the new courthouse in a more acceptable
style. Steele hired associate architects, George Elmslie and William Purcell.
Steele, Elmslie, and Purcell all had worked with Frank Lloyd Wright and were
greatly influenced by his style of architecture that would be later called
Prairie School.

W. L. Belfrage and William Steele became acquainted when the school board of the
Sergeant Bluff Consolidated School District hired Steele to design the new high
school. W. L. was the president of the school board at the time. The Sergeant
Bluff High School was built in 1917 and has since been demolished. W. L.’s
grandson, Winston, remembers that W. L. liked the high school design very much.

Image 8. Sergeant Bluff High School, William Steele — Architect

(Image from Winston Belfrage Collection, December 27, 2016)

View of the Sergeant Bluff High School facade, ca. 1926
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Images 9 and 10. Sergeant Bluff High School Cornerstones

(Images from Anita Bray, February 4, 2017 — Taken at Sgt. Bluff Museum)

View of the Sergeant Bluff High School Cornerstones

At the time of this nomination, the Belfrage Farmhouse is Steele"s only known
commission for a farmhouse. All other residences found to be designed by Steele
are listed in towns or cities. With its coal chute to the coal room, a large
shower for warming calves, three cisterns for collecting rainwater, and the back
bedroom for the hired hand, it was a unique commission for William Steele when
compared to other houses in Sioux City such as the John H. Kelly House at the
corner of 25™ and Jackson Streets; the Hubert H. Everist House at 37 McDonald
Drive; and the Schulein House at 2604 Jackson Street.
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Image 11. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the Basement Floor Plan of the Belfrage Farmhouse
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The basement Floor plan shows the concrete footings and slabs. Areas included in
the basement are the heater room, the laundry area with a clothes chute, a
shower, and a coal room. Materials used to build the farmhouse include stone,
concrete, brick, tile, cement or plaster, and wood.

Image 12. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the First Floor - Plan of the Belfrage Farmhouse
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Image 13. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the Second Floor - Plan of the Belfrage Farmhouse
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The farmhouse was the Ffirst to be built by the new company, Holtze Construction.
In an article by Terry Turner of The Sioux City Journal, Dave Holtze, President
of Holtze Construction, recalled that his late father, Harry S. Holtze, Sr.,
talked about the building of the Belfrage Farmhouse. He said a crew of six people
worked on the home 2.5 miles from Sergeant Bluff. The crew stayed on the job site
since their transportation was limited to horse and wagon. They worked all week
at the site. They built a shed and lived in it during the week with Harry
Holtze’s brother-in-law doing the cooking. It took the crew a year-and-a-half to
complete the farmhouse.

Image 14. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the West Elevation
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Image 15. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the North Elevation
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Image 16. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the East Elevation
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Image 17. Belfrage Farmhouse Blueprints

(Image by Ruth Petersen, December 27, 2016)

View of the South Elevation



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section: 8 Page: 33

Belfrage, W.L. and Winnie (Woodford), Farmstead Historic District
Name of Property

Woodbury County, lowa

County and State

The farmhouse where the Belfrages lived before Steele was hired to design a new
house was moved closer to Sergeant Bluff at the end of construction of W. L.
Belfrage’s farmhouse. Since the dairy barn was built in 1910, the dairy barn was
already on the property prior to the new farmhouse and is standing today. In the
document, Stories by Marjorie Belfrage, the old farmhouse is described in great
detail, along with other non-extant structures on the farmstead including the
wood house, the ice house, and a cave for food storage. A double corn crib is
described in her document and still sits on the property adjacent to the south
boundary of the current acreage.

Development of the Belfrage Farmstead coincided with a period historians have
called the Golden Age of Agriculture (c. 1898 to 1920) (Schlebecker, 151). With
the stability of good prices and terms of trade favoring farmers, the Belfrage
family was able to afford a new dairy barn, a new home with modern amenities, and
a new silo. Prior to 1893, W. L. Belfrage started buying additional farmland and
did so again in later years.

The dairy barn, is a gable-front style with balloon frame construction and
horizontal flush siding. The two cupolas can be seen at the top with a weather
vane on the north cupola. The north side of the barn features a hay hood
extending from the gable peak and has multiple openings including one garage
door, two windows on the second floor, two windows on the left side of the first
floor, and various half doors to load grain or feed and to open the barn for
ventilation. The dairy barn is a good, intact example of a gable-front barn with
a hay hood from the early 20™ century. Few gable-front barns from this era are
listed as contributing resources in farmsteads in the National Register for the
state of lowa. Other examples of this type of barn are on the Vander Wilt
Farmstead Historic District (listed in 2003) and the Chris Poldberg Farmstead
(listed in 1991).

The brooder house and chicken shed are mostly intact, rare, extant examples of
early to mid-20"™ century agricultural buildings devoted to small-scale poultry
practices. These buildings are estimated to be at least 70 years old and could be
older. The brooder house has a gable roof and the chicken shed has a shed roof.
The brooder house was connected to the chicken shed by an awning. The brooder
house was originally on skids and was moved as needed. The west side of the
brooder house has a small area for ventilation as well as a small opening near
the bottom right corner for the chickens. The north side is solid wood. The
inside of the chicken shed is built out of wood from floor to ceiling except for
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the storm door. Both buildings have large windows on the south sides. The
buildings were constructed to keep the chickens dry with ample room, fresh air,
and plenty of sunlight, which was recommended in early to mid-20"" century
literature issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Certain features, such
as the south-facing windows meant to attract the warmth of the sun in winter and
small openings near the ground to allow chickens yard-access, had been common
characteristics recommended for keeping poultry since the late 19%" century. Other
existing examples of chicken coops or hen houses in lowa that are contributing
resources in Farmstead historic districts listed on the National Register include
a chicken house from the early 20" century on the Podhajsky/Jansa Farmstead
District (listed in 2000) and one on the Faeth Farmstead and Orchard District
(listed in 2005).

W. L. Belfrage’s formal education was limited but he was constantly learning and
favored improving life. He was an avid reader and would adapt his new knowledge
to farm practices. His grand-daughter Anita remembers W. L. reading periodicals
such as Successful Farming and Wallace’s Farmer. These periodicals would include
house plans so it is possible that W. L. gleaned ideas for the new farmhouse from
them. Both of these periodicals featured the Square House. Many of these Square
House elements are found in the Belfrage Farmhouse such as the large central
hallway (upstairs in the Belfrage Farmhouse), the separate dining room, the large
front porch, a downstairs bedroom, and a downstairs washroom. Even the Bungalow
style seemed to filter through to the design of the Belfrage Farmhouse with
consideration of ventilation, sleeping porches, well-placed windows and French
doors, and built-in kitchen cabinets. The idea that the house should fit the
landscape was promoted by the periodicals and probably stemmed from the Craftsman
movement and the popularity of the Prairie House as noted by Jean Sizemore in her
literature survey of the lowa farmhouse.

The farm literature also carried the themes that the farmer should modernize the
house to ease the labor of the housewife and to indicate pride in his family.

As noted by Marjorie Belfrage in her memories, W. L. built his wife Winnie a new
home and wanted her to have the good life. W. L. also did his work right the
first time and expected his family to do the same. He took very good care of his
animals and the hired help as well as his family. He also took pride in keeping
his fields clean.

The changes through which W. L. and his family lived were many. W. L. gave up
land willingly when Interstate 29 was built and three times when Port Neal Road
west of the house needed to be improved. He was quoted in The Mason City Globe-
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Gazette stating his approval for the Bovine Tuberculin Test Law that was passed
in 1929. He drove cattle to the small stockyards next to which railroad tracks
had been added to transport cattle to the stockyards in Sioux City. The Belfrage
children went from riding to school in a horse-drawn bus, bobsled, or lumber
wagon to a motorized bus. The area where the Belfrages got their wood and ice as
well as wild grapes was industrialized by companies such as the George Neal Power
Plant and Terra Chemicals. Marjorie wrote about the cream separator being turned
by hand and then eventually by electricity. Kerosene lamps were replaced by
electricity when the neighbors banded together to build the first electric line.
Outside the house, the family used a gasoline engine that was lined up with and
hooked to a wooden washing machine to wash the clothes. After wood was sawn for
fuel, the sawdust was used to insulate the ice house. The ice was cut from New
Lake in 24” x 31” blocks and had to be brought back on a wagon or bobsled that
was pulled by two teams of horses. W. L. tested his corn routinely with one way
being the rag doll method. Manure from the livestock was placed in the fields
with manure spreaders. Eventually, commercial fertilizer was used instead of
manure. The milking of the dairy cows became automated. Milk cans were replaced
by a bulk tank. Hay went from being stacked to being baled. After the horses were
replaced by machinery and the last of the dairy cows were gone, the barn housed
feeder pigs and chickens. W. L. was very skillful at fixing equipment and
constructing helpful gadgets such as a hook on a pole to reach higher apple tree
limbs. One would shake the limbs and the apples would fall to the ground for
collection. At different times, the family saw Indians and gypsies make their way
past the property. Once the family had a Model T, Winnie and the girls were able
to make about 60 pounds of butter a week and deliver it to customers.

Changes in farm equipment included going from two-row to four-row equipment. The
development and use of the gasoline engine brought about self-propelled combines.
Corn pickers changed from the pull-type to mounted. Westendorf hoists were bought
and used on the wagons to dump corn. In the early 1960s, the Belfrages went from
spreading manure to using commercial fertilizer. A hay baler was purchased after
there was a flood and the loose hay had to be fanned to keep it cool. The milking
process became automated. John B. Belfrage worked for the Sioux City Milk
Producers and sold DeLaval and Surge products.

Several events affected the farmstead. During World War 1, W. L. bought two small
buildings from the airbase and joined them to make a house for the hired hand.
This extant house is farther south from the Belfrage Farmhouse and is on the west
side of Port Neal Road. Marjorie Belfrage wrote down her memories of the dust
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storms of the 1930s. In the fall of 1936, a dust storm was so heavy that it
looked like night falling. She recounts the fear that several of the family
members experienced. W. L.”s grandson John remembers W. L. talking about the milk
protests that occurred in the 1930s because prices were so low. The rationing of
food products occurred during World War 1l and farmers could not keep up with the

Images 18-21. Belfrage Farmstead Dairy Barn

(Image from Winston Belfrage Collection, Summer 2001)

Views of the Dairy Barn Rehabilitation, Summer 2001
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Images 22 and 23. Belfrage Farmstead Dairy Barn

(Image from Winston Belfrage Collection, Summer 2001)

Views of the Completed Dairy Barn Rehabilitation — Summer 2001

Winston has the original blueprints of the farmhouse and the Specifications of
the Contract for the Erection of a Residence for Mr. W. L. Belfrage, which was
typed on onion-skin paper. Winston Belfrage and his current wife, Eileen, reside
in the farmhouse. The farmhouse has been maintained very well and has been kept
to its original facade.

An archeological investigation was not a part of this nomination. Additional
research may identify archeological sites that could contribute to the overall
historical significance of the property.
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Sketch Map of Farmhouse — Woodbury County Assessor, January 2, 2017
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Sketch Map of Property — Woodbury County Assessor, February 1, 2017
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USGS Map — www.usgs-gov - February 1, 2017
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The following information is common to all of the photographs:

Property Name: Belfrage, W.L. and Winnie (Woodford), Farmstead Historic District
County and State: Woodbury County, lowa

Name of the Photographer: Ruth Petersen

Date of the Photographs: December 27-28, 2016

Location of Original Digital Files: Ruth Petersen, Huntersville, NC

Photographs (Accompanying nomination)

Photo #01 (P1) — Farmhouse: West entryway, inner foyer, camera facing north

Photo #02 (P2) — Farmhouse: Sun parlor, camera facing northwest

Photo #03 (P3) — Farmhouse: Dining room hutch, camera facing northeast

Photo #04 (P4) — Farmhouse: Pantry closet and laundry chute, camera facing east

Photo #05 (P5) — Farmhouse: Two-season porch, camera facing southeast

Photo #06 (P6) — Farmhouse: Full bath, camera facing north

Photo #07 (P7) — Farmhouse: Sleeping porch from second floor bedroom (2), camera
facing Southeast

Photo #08 (P8) — Garage/Utility Building: South facade, camera facing north

Photo #09 (P9) - Garage/Utility Building: East wall, camera facing east

Photo #10 (P10) - Brooder House (Woodshed): South facade, camera facing north

Photo #11 (P11) Brooder House (Woodshed): East wall, camera facing east

Photo #12 (P12) Chicken Shed (Garden Shed): South facade, camera facing north

Photo #13 (P13) Chicken Shed (Garden Shed): East wall, camera facing east

Photo #14 (P14) Cattle Shed: North elevation, camera facing south

Photo #15 (P15) Cattle Shed: South facade, camera facing northeast
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Property Name: Belfrage, W.L. and Winnie (Woodford), Farmstead Historic District
County and State: Woodbury County, lowa

Name of the Photographer: Ruth Petersen

Date of the Photographs: December 27-28, 2016

Location of Original Digital Files: Ruth Petersen, Huntersville, NC

Images (Embedded in nomination)

Image #01 (M1) — Farmhouse Blueprints: View of the exterior details
Image #02 (M2) - Farmhouse: West facade, camera facing east

Image #03 (M3) - Farmhouse: North elevation, camera facing south
Image #04 (M4) - Farmhouse: East elevation, camera facing west
Image #05 (M5) — Farmhouse: South elevation, camera facing north
Image #06 (M6) - Farmhouse Blueprints: View of the interior details
Image #07 (M7) — Farmhouse: W. L. and Winnie Belfrage outside south elevation
Image #08 (M8) - Sergeant Bluff High School, facade

Image #09 (M9) — Sergeant Bluff High School, cornerstone

Image #10 (M10) — Sergeant Bluff High School, cornerstone

Image #11 (M11) — Farmhouse Blueprints: Basement floorplan

Image #12 (M12) — Farmhouse Blueprints: First floor floorplan

Image #13 (M13) — Farmhouse Blueprints: Second floor floorplan
Image #14 (M14) — Farmhouse Blueprints: West elevation

Image #15 (M15) — Farmhouse Blueprints: North elevation

Image #16 (M16) — Farmhouse Blueprints: East elevation

Image #17 (M17) — Farmhouse Blueprints: South elevation

Image #18 (M18) — Dairy Barn: East elevation rehabilitation

Image #19 (M19) — Dairy Barn: West elevation rehabilitation

Image #20 (M20) — Dairy Barn: Rehabilitation

Image #21 (M21) — Dairy Barn: East elevation rehabilitation

Image #22 (M22) — Dairy Barn: North elevation, camera facing south
Image #23 (M23) — Dairy Barn: West elevation, camera facing east
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The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
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W. L. Belfrage Residenoe

MATERIAL BY OWNER:

The Ownor will inetall heating, plusbing and
wiring and fixtures for same. BHe will slse furnish
finish hardware uo horeinafter speeified and alsc
furnish and Install sll lincleum and furnish, deliv-
sred %o the site, all hollow tile, common and face
brick,

EXCAVATING,ETC:

Finished grade lines shown on drawinge approxi-
ﬁﬁﬁéiﬁ'&ﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁﬁ grade of lot, a8 1% will be when fin-
ished. Note that present pgrade is lewer %h&ﬁ finished
grade, thus deoressing the amount ef excavating neoss-
ALY,

Contracter shalil do ﬁl&lnﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁar? eacaveting
for basement walls, plers, eto., and for all footings
gnd ehall take cars of all caving of banks st his own
BEpENsE .,

Use extreme oare %o get bottow of trenches level
and of exset depth., After the first flcor jolsts are
in plage, or the Architeet has given his consent, a##%ﬁ
free from rubbieh may be filled against the wails on
the outside and the footings on the inside and tamped
theroughly., Do sny ditohing that way be required to
kesp wator cut of Yrenches and awsy from foundstion,
411 trenches must be properly filled and fiushed or
tar
will be dug and filled by snother gontrsstor but this

nped. The treuches for heating and plunding msine

e

T E N
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Centragter shall ses to it that all sugh filling ie
properly dene before laving concrete flcors,

The sarth from excaveting done by Contraotor
shall be placed arcund the bullding as directed, ¥o
amﬁﬂﬁhiag‘%w rewoving willi be required as Owner will
do all lesvelling., Contragtor, howsver, shall 4o fill-
ing againet walles t0 drain wetex as above., Aany {filling
required which would necessitate bringlag eerth from
gleewhare to the silte or any oulting of terrace or
drives, or any alterstion in the general level of the
i0% other thar

as above specified will be deng by the
OGwnee .
MABONRY y
CORCRIETE ¥

Falle, chimneye, pisvs, ete., shall have fovtlings

QOTINGS:

ol gunorete as shown on drawinge, Bottor of tronciss
mast be lsvel and coumpact. If trenshes have been out
too deep filling shall be mads with conarote.

The gonerete shall be composed of one (1) pard
in voluws of best approved American Portlend Cement,
theee (3) y&rﬁ# ¢f glean, chary, ovarss, bank sand,
and five (5) parte of ¢lean, fine broken, hard stong
o grevel, the largest pistes of wki@h'ahali o gR=
gead 2 in, in the gresatest dimension.

He re-temparing of congrete will be allcwed nor
will conarete be allowed o be put inte the work wfter |
it bhas begun Yo set. Machine wmiser way be weed if

gars is taken 1o turn seterisle & sulfiolent lengt
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of 4ime to insure thorough mixing.

The gongrete must be level and must mest the
Architect's approval before any further mascnry ls
iaid therson.,

QONCRETE FLOORS, STEPE, LINTELES, ETC)

The entire basemwent s to have conorete flour
with ceuant fiﬁiﬁh%&ltﬂgﬁiﬁg, The oement topping is
1o be mixed with best Awerican Purtiiand Cement and
elean sand ome (1) %o two (2) and shall not be less
thenS /8% nor more then 1% in thickness, The congreie
sub-floor is %o be componed of sareensd gravel or small

stone mized with sand and vemeni a% epseifisd for fust-
ings. Total thickness of conarete and cement {loors
shall be 3-1/8" inside of building, and " for pordh
flocore, Poreh floors te be topped saue as imside floory
and be narked off se directed. Cement topping is ¢ be
frowelled swocth and level exoept for slight piteh for
drainbgs .

Install steel reinforoing in poweh floors and
#oepe 88 noved on pleus. ﬁui&@.gﬁraﬁ fioure and ateps
on wood foruws, iﬁ&#iﬁg forss in plage.

Bulld cement steps whare shown, Steps &re to bLe
gonorete with 1/2" cement pluster finish saxe propor-
tione as fleor topping and reinforesd as ehown,

Bteps to have edges neatly roundsd with sidewslk
$o0l, ?i@ﬁxﬁ perfegtly plusd and all troweled finish,
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Do all nesoessary sxesveiing for the work., After
tile is lsid and approved by the Avonitéct or Owner
£ill in trenches with earth well flushed and rasmed,

Install drain for basement window arsa by runaing
sower tile down and out from flcor of ares 1o & distance
of not less than three feet cutelde of arsh wall, Jet
bell end of #iiﬁ fiush with area floor and f£it with
heavy galvanized irem strainer plate., Lesave tils une
cuvered wntil approved by the Owner or the Arohitect,
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A1l jeinte ln Lwilek work ebell be rilled full of mor-
tar, leaviag no empty spaces in ihe wall, All joinss

where not 4o be plastered uptn ars ¢ ke neatly struck,

morg than 2'-8" apart to receive grounds for intsrior

finish, snd for securing {rames, Wood bricks amil have
net lese than two (8) nalls driven through ssme snd left
prejecting about 1/4 inch on each aide %o bed ln mertar,

Partioular gare shall be taken (0 provide smecih,
straight walle 8% sliding doer pookets.

Build through rewlock arches not less than two
gourses over all epenings net shown %o have liatel, all
tuzrned over wood centers buily of 2" plank having not
leas than &% rise. ,

Build in 5/8" boldte 3 40 a stery, in all mam
pertitione or walls where stud partivions join same,
Beles to be lelt pm%gua%ing a suffielsat distance from
masonry wall to zo through ons stud apnd festen with nut
and washer,

Build in joist anchors a8 hersicafter specified.

Bulld in solidly all dour and windew frames and
provide nsgessary runs and chases for furnace and ethey
vipes .

Walls #h&i& be propsrly coversd in rainy wﬁ.%hsr
and well pretected at all tiwmes,
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kay Tor operating. Form shelf and sweke chawber above
damper sa divected.
ner will Turnish fireplace briock deliversd at

site.

The Contractor is Yo submit his methed of build-
ing the f&ﬁﬁ?l&&&; drawing over fiuse, ete., o tha
Arehitect before starting work on samg,
gUT BTONE:

Txtarier trimmiags, #te., where same sre indicat-
ed %0 be stone 2hall be blus Bedford stons, oul as shown
on drawings. Hote stons door sills, Béons is %o be of
gven avloy and best Quality wﬁﬁ strictly squal o samp~
ies which Contradtar is t¢ subwlh for approval. ALl ox-
poted surfaces are %o be smoothly rubbed, A deep deip
is to be oul under all projegtions. Heds arve %o be
gurefully out 4o give even bearing surfaices, nvne i@asf
than 4%, Joints are %o be lefy ¢pen under $11ls o
peinting, All st%ong must be out i exact specrdance
with detalls and ne dhipped, orscked, sewatohed or
cambhged atone will be allowed in the wovrk, A1) sills
%¢ be in single pieve unless otherwise shown and all
siils are to be bedded 4" &t each sad enly,

CLEANING AND POINTING:

A% the sempletion of %he building the sxtericr

shell be eleansd %o the satisfevsicn of the Arehiteet,

e ing aold whels usoessery 10 vouove sialns, eio.
Patoh wp all dsuwaged o wafinli-bed plages in musonyy
and ieave sverytbisg fn Iirut gless gondition, Do &ll

i
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necessary peinting under sille, eto,

TILE FLOOR AND BASE: _

The two vestibules u8 indicated shall have tils
fivors and ilie bath room shall have %ile floar and
base, '

ALl tile floors shall be applied on lowersed joists
as followa:

Rirsctly on jeoietes lay Self Bentering, Hy Ridb ox
cther spproved ribbed mefal lath with neot less shan
6/8 ingh rika, lapping sheelds gith good lap side snd
end ana;mailing ¢ jolsta, On such lath plaes suffi~
clent thicknesa of 1-3-4 gravel conarete of consilstenagy
8o that same will not run through lsth, and level at the
required height to permit of plaeing tils and bedding
same, Aftsr counerate 1z placed let zans set until thor-
cughly haxrd whan tile bedding can be placed and tile set.,

Tile in Vestibulss shall be lsather bwown vitreous
1 x 1/2 fneh tile laid herringbone pattera, Tile in bath-
room shall be a#ma sims and pattars tile but pure white,
Tile base for wath room shall be €® x €% white cove base
tile and shsll be placed befors Kesne's cerent coat is
apylied om walls, Provide approved tile plinth blecks
for deor casinge of bath room deor, Tile base will stop
at bath tub and net run é&auma s,

All t1lé shall be placed by experienged tile work-
grs, all well harmered down, grouted and lined wp all
ways. After tile ficor i finlshed it shall be thorough-
iy cevered by t-is Contragtor with sawdust or canvas

et ¥
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and just before ¢omplotion of bullding &ll tils work
shall be theroughly elesned,
MARELE THEREECROLDE:

Whers indicated Instell white marble thresholds
adjeining t1le fioers. Tane t0 be 2 inches wide on
tep, veveled 1/4 inch te projzat that distance above
floor and of murble not less thean one inoch thick,
WATERPROCFING AND PLABTER LOND:

ALL oubnide walls that are to bo plactored upen
are Yo veocoive, ¢n the inside, twe good goute of Des
Keines Eﬁaﬁéﬁiﬁb or other approved plester bond pud
on in s¥rieh avoordance with the mamufnoturer's ine
structions and guarantsed t¢ hold the plaeter.

Flaterite wust be #ell brushed inte maeonry and
the sscond coat 45 to be put on juet belore plactering
80 22 o e still "taoky"™ when fivet coat of plastering
ie applied.

-15~
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Graphite® paint before put in place. After work-ie
in place all sxpossed parts are Yo resceive another
coat of same paint.
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proved full wetal weather stripe, FSirip ithe window
between Cleeping Porch and Bed Room,
He strips on any doors,

G
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CARPENTRY:
IN GENERAL:

This Contractsr is te de all neceasary wood
work and outting and fitting of same for all the crafte-
men on the building except bering for slectirie wire tub~
ing. He sﬁall furnish temporary protegticn %o all open~
ings, put on boards and grounds for the plusbers, gas
fitters and other araflsmen; cover fronm vi&w.mli pipes
that are o be oconcealed and deliver the work when com-
pleted in & ogomplete, ¢lesan and undamaged state, All
mouldings and work of like nature %o be mads in striot
aggordance with the delails,

Ho finished wood work or hardwood floors are o
be put in place or stered in Eﬁilaing until the plast~
ering 1s finished and dry, the building swept clean
and the written consent of the Owner has bsen cbtained,
All such wood work and floors are t¢ be hand smeothed
and seraped and laft free from staine,

TIMBER:

All timber where no particular kind is speeified
is to be #1 yellow pine or Washington Fir. Ail of the
timber used in the bullding is to be the bsst of the
kind speeified, sawed square, well seasoned, straight,
free from large ei loose knots, sap, shakes or other
defects that will tend Vo weaken 1% or impair its dure-
bility. All iz to be framed and prepared for place
in the best and moet workmanlike mannsr acgeording teo
drawings and all sei in perfect line,

-2 8-
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Attention 1= oalled 0 the sizes of jolsts on
the floor plans and direction of same,
PARTITICHE:

All partifions are toc be set as chown on the
plane, perfectly streight and plumb, with studding
well spiked to bottom plate and top plate well spiked
to studding.

All beotton plates are fe b single and all Hp
plates te be double the thickness of the studding.
S4udding are to be beat Western white pine or fir and
are %0 Ye triple and well splked at all corners and
double arcund all openings, Properly truse over all
openings, Studding for partitions not ctherwise marked
are $o be 3" x 4"} for partitions marked 4" to he 3%

% 4% gsot flatwisze; for partitions marked &% to be 3"

% 6%, all 16" ¢,¢, Interior bearing partitions shall
be bridged onee in the height of sach story with 8% x
4" solid bridging seocurely nailed in goed line with two
spikesa in the end of each pievs. Line pockeds of slid-
ing doors with #1 fenee flooring in tight manner &s in-
diocated by detail.

ROOF FRAMING:

All rafvere are %o bHe size shown on drawinge
and all parts ef the roofs are to be framed as ahown
in & strong and rigid manner, Spike all mambars thor-
cughly at intersestions and bearings and properly frams
around ghimney and dormers and for hips and wvalleys.
Turnish strong and perfectly shaped framing for wll

B
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inches wide before laying, Boof must be guaranteed
water tight for a period of one year from date of
agoeptance of the contraet, HNote that wood shingles
are to be dipped.

ALTERWATE NoO, 3:

Contractor ie requesited to glve alternate price
on the basis ¢f omititing one ply reofing and wooed
shingles as hereinbefore specifisd and substituting
for same %ile roofing a plied as followe:

Cover roof aheadhing with ons thickness of asphaly
felt weighing net less than thirty (50) pounds pey 100
sguare feob, well lapped and nailed with largs head
nails, Utrip roof wvertlically with lath and oross atrip
with sound 1-1/3 inch by 1 iach atrips & line of such
stripe for each row of tile, DTover strippiag with
tiret grade spproved make of red "Imperial® style clay
roofing tile with at least sach fouwrth tile in sach row
ssoursd ot lowex ends with heavy galvanized clip and
ugper and festensd in approved mannsr,

PORCHES AND CORNICES:
Porches amd oornigss are C e wmads &9 abown and

detalled of ¢lear, sound, &y lumber,

Ceil the perohes and cornieces with 5/8% clsar
yellow pine or fir V~jolint ceiling S-1/4™ facs.

Bulld posts, capi, bases, railinge and belustrades
as shown and detailed. Hote alternates for cement porch

Go luEns ,
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OUTSIDE MILLWORK:

Each pilece of outside millwork, unless otherwise
speeificd, shall be second clear white pine or aypress,
gound end thoroughly seasonsd, werksd oui in & neat
and workmenlike manney in asecrdsnce with details and
hand smoothed and clean 00 palnting.

GROUNDT

All inside oasinge, c¢te,, are to have 7/8 in,
grounds planed dowa 0 proper thigkness for plastering,
et i» each case 2¢rsight and trus %6 a facs sad level
and plunsl ae the case may e, Lath grounds will not
be agospiable, Walls musy W8 ?l&a%@ra& bagk 0f oup-
boszds, #be., but the fialshed wod werk wust be secured
to grounds and in no case nalied through plaster, unlsus
s%uﬂd&ng or wood brigks are losated by maric on flocr
and wall =2¢ that perfect nalling is asaurad.

Provide ground at $op of oemsni wainscots fox
Kognes and someon plaster to meet on.

WINDOW FRANED:

Zaoh of the framgs shall be bullt ageevding to
detall in bestmanner of clear white pine OF gypiees
for palnting. All weights, a@£$w and pullsys ars te
be furnished and seéd by this Contraoctor, The coxd ls
to be the best bralded cvttom sash cord, Samson *Opot®
cord or genuine "Bilver Luoke™ and the pullsys are o
be approved cast pulleys oF Aweyisan Pulley Co's.
presped metal, plain akls puileys properliy instullaed,
ALl found $9 bind must be tazen ocul and replased Ly

-G~
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perfeotly working ones, The welights shall ve in
single plsoe of sufflielent welight to prﬁpérly balance
the sssh, ueing lead welights where nsveusary o al-~
low the =aak t0 be raised or Jlowersed the full ovpen~
ing with one¢ 1n¢h olearsnce la the box. The Contrac~
tor is %o have frumgs primed ineids and cut ilmmediate-
ly after delivery on the grounds with pure white lead,
raw oil and 38% turpentine. O5%iles %o be glven a cuvat
of pure eil, Pulley stilez are %o be 7/8" thick ox

as shown, with openings lefd te repalr cord and clomed
with beveled beard sorewed on,

Frameé are to have numbers eatruapanainé %0 nuxe
bare on sgroens and storm windows, Bulld plank frames
for basement windows and speecilal frames for special
windows a8 =hown and detailed,

BASH;

Sash of firet and second stories, exgeps side~
lights and drep sach otherwise indioated, shall be
double glaged snd 3-1/4 inchesz thick, Basement, attie
snd drop sash shall be 1-3/8" thick, Hete alternate
regarding aash,

A1l sash are to he of elear, kiln dried, white
pine, ae por detalls and sises marked on dvawings,

All deuble sash are to be cheock rall sash and are o
be perfestly fitted and balanved and msde to move
sasily.

A1) sash befors leaving the mill skall be given
& good coat of linseed o1l on all sldes, including the
edges, After the sash are fitted they arse to be again
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oiled on the edges before being put bagk in place,
BTORY¥ DOCR2 ARND SARH;

Furnieb glazed storm doors of western pine to
mateoh sorsen doors and interchangeadle with same, for
door from Sun Parlor to Rear Porch, grade sntrance door,
¥sat and South entrance deors and deor frew Eleeping
Poreh to deck.

211 windows of pasement and all drop sash windows
of Eun Parlor shall be fitted wiik storm sazh, All to
be hung samé s¢ soreens with whioh they are to be inter-
changeable axcert that storm sash shall be provided
with holders, twe (2) to each sash,

Storw sash 1o be 1-1/8 inch thiek of clear west~
érn pine and with raile and stiles to mateh pusrmanent
2a8h to which they bhelony.

Etorm sash to be numbsred, orimed and retouch~
sd after fitting =ame as speeified for sorsens, Note
that sterm sask shall be provided for windows of first
and sgpcond stories in the svent that they are made
#ingle glazed,

SCREENS;

With the exception of stationary sash, each
basexent window, sach outside door, &ll windowe in
firet and second stories aad-wat window in sach dormer
in attic are to be fitted with full wire soreens on
frames l1-1/8" thiek, Sun Parlor and élauning Peroh
windows and doors sereened but openinge betwsen aame
and house not soreened, All s20resens are to have a

number starmped on same correésponding $6 number on
-5 E-
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all structural parts not exposed of cabinet work

may be poplar or base wood except that slides of
drawers muet be hard weed. Exposed purts of inelde
of ocabinet work must be same finleh a2 outside., Parts
showing when doors arg open to be considered exposed.
%hen in doubt see detail or ask the Avghitecs. The
backs of cupboards, cabinetsz, etc. may be of V joint
¢elling.

Contractor in aceepting {thils ooniract guaraniess
that panel work and vensering will not pesl, blister,
orack or warp within the cpace of one yeur from date of
agoegptance of the weork.

FIRET STORY FIXNISH:

Wood finish throughout the firet story sxcept
Sun Parloer, Kitchen and Entry shall be best salected
flat sawed red ocak,

SECOND BSTORY FINISH:

Wood findleh in Second Ttory with the exception
of main atair ingluding entire rall and doors shall be
best grade sslected yellow pine, Cfalr and rail shall
be of oak as aball door and trim on stalr landing. Doors
on seoond floor proper shall be selected birch vansered.
DOOR®y

Basement doors specified under hesding “Basement
Work." All outside doors to be western pine on vutside,

Inside doors of first story and on stair landing
are to be veneared selected flat sawed red 9ak to mateh
trim. Doors of second story shall be selsoted birch
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vensered both aides, All to be of sizees marked on
plans and to be of type as indicated,

Doors of ocupbeards, china glosat, ete, are to
be 1-1/8" thick when finished. Other doors are to be
aizes marked on plans none less than 1-3/8" thiek when
finished. BSupply glazed doors as indicated.
8UB-FLOORE:

Throughout first and second stories and rear en~
trance lay sub-floer of best 8-inch ehiplsp laid on
slight diagonal, well pailed to every dbearing, and all
inequalities planed off,

¥hen ready to lay finizhed fleer lay om sub~floor
one thickness in Znd story and two thicknesees in lst
story, ¢f heavy red resin sigzed paper well lsppqa. Cn
top of thie after other work in the building 1s complet-
ed lay finiehed flocre, Lay eingle flcor of #1 & inch |
ghiplap In Attie laid disgonally,

FINISHED FLOCRE:

Finigshed floor of rear enirance, both toep and
bottom landinge, and Kitchen fo be 7/8 inch thick three
inoh fage fir flooring. Other finished floors of first
and second etories except where tile is indieated are
to be best selected "Clear" grade, flat sawed red osk
7/8 ineh thick amd 1-1/8 insh face,

Btair lendinges are %o have double floors %o matoh
other floors.

Ouk flooring muet be side and end matched and bored
‘and not more than 107 will be alloewed under 10 feet in

-Fig-
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length, and all must show a good average aaléutien
for length wp %o 18 feet.
o pleces under four feet will be allowed, ex~-
¢ept in olosets or Yo fill out a!ﬁur a long length,
Flooring must be driven up tight with grooved
blogks and must sxtsnd through opsanings without break,
Joints in flooring wust bs well Wwoken, not noticeably
elose togsther nor in lins,
' Sub=floor must be perfectly leveled befors the
- paper is laid, se top flcor must be level exespt for
slight erewning #f jodsde., Fiooriag must runm under
base to plaster in every oaseé and must be entirely
fres from toel marks, All floors must be either hand
scaped or finished with an ¢leotrig sander, The wase
of weighted machine sorapers will not be permitted,
Wavy markes will not be permitted.

Supply and install cak thresholds where indicated,
these fitting over linolsum to be rabbeted te take lincl-

S0m,

Rear Ttairs from Rear Intrsnee t¢ fizrsd floor and
stalr from Landing to Attic shall be yellow yian box
stalre, Dtairs from Basemeat to Orade Entranece are to
be goed plank =1ll stairs, Put hand raile on Bassmeni
staire and around well hole in attie. Main stair first
to seoond stories and balusiradss shall be of cak as
apeadfi&a for other finish with zellings, newels and
balusirades well seoured and all pards of the stalrs

.l B
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in aecordance with details. Width of treads from
riser %o riser is marked on drawings but height of
riser zust be averaged from measwremsnts taken at the
bullding by stalr bullder and the cayrisges must be
gut accordingly so that the riseys may be exactly the
sare height and treads perfeetiy level.

Treade end risers arse to be geined into etrings,
treads tongued into visers and risers inte trgade and
saoh step have corner blogks into place,

Treuds are to finish i-1/8" thick on all bex
ctairs, and risers 7/8R, all supported on good virong
plank garrisges 16" ¢.e, Treéade on plank staire to
ba of i~3/4 inch materiasl dressed, Bslustrades are
to be newtly and strongly let inte floor or treads;
treads ars %o be¢ thoroughly wedged and glued in place
and 2ll »ails are to e holted $o newels with staix
bolys,

OLOSET®, CUPBCARDE, ETC.t

Fit wp ssah oleset with casings ané base, and
gxcept whers otherwles shown with shelives and heok
stripe of 3/4" stuff neatly finleshed. Put in 5/4%
round cak hanging rods whers indigsted. Build leow
shelf for shoes on top of bass in esach olosed ae
direoted. Bulld ¢lcsets, cabinets and oupboards with
glused or wood ganellisd doors, as shown, end shelves,
drawere, ote., a2 detailed, smovthly finfshed and pul
tegether on proper framisg ia subsigniial msaner. Draw-
ers are %o be rabbetted, well housed and glusd psyfectly

=58
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tight. FShelves are to be 3/4"™ thiok exoept where
otherwise detallsd and are %o be of same kind of fin-
ieh ae findshof reoom. Msasuremente for all stationary
fixtures to be takea at bullding.

GLAZING:

(Glass vere merhed Bev., P. Pl. shall be beveled
polished plste glses with 11" bavel on ong side, Thie
ingludes two main entrance oulsids and vestibuls dcoxs
and sidelights and doors from Dinilng Room to Sun Parxlicy,

. Bogk gase doorz shall be glased with plain polish-
ed plate gisse,

Buffet glaged door: shall be glased with D.2.4.
glass metal set ae shown,

Doear te firat story tollet, both docoxs ¢ reax
Entey and door Lfrom Hall %0 Sleeping Perch shall be maAam
od with Romsnesgue or othor approved flgured glaez,

Both lights in double glazed sash of firet and
segond shories and in windows of basement and attie shall
be D.F.A, glasze a8 shall all glass of stors uiéﬁewﬁ and
ouds ide doors not etherwlee apeciiled,

Provide and insfall best grade polished heveled
plete glass wirrors for buifet and on deer im first atory
bed room, Hirrer ou dovr e Le full length sizrver put
on deor In best mannex.

Provide pists glase shelves for buffet as chown.
fame to have edges properly ground.

ALl gless mesd be properly set, puttied, elc.,
plate glase with removable woed stripe, and all must

i .
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be in good conditien when building ie secepted fres
from prominent blemishes, sovatohss or paint spots.
HARDWARE:

Gontractor e to furnish zil rough hardware in-
gluding sorews, bolts, sareen hardwars, hardwire for
storm sash and doore, attle and basement windows, nails,
floor ox bace knobs, pulleye and eords, welghts, «top
sgrawe ond wachers and all othe? hardware mentioned
in the drawinge or cpeeifications, which 18 not spsoi~
fieally menticned or inferabls as findebed hardware.

The owner will furalsh trim hardwers delivered
&% the building whore Contractor will recelps for same
and properly install it. He iz to meke good sil that
is lost or damaged or improperly imstalled,

All outting snd fitting of woodwork shall bs dens
before painting or wurnishing but hardwars shall be
permanently applied after painters work iz dons.

-3&~
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PAIRTING AND VARKRISHIEG:

Furnish ajl material and perform all labor for
the oomplete and propor painting and vernishing of the
building. The meterisls and labor are both ¢ be of
the beet desaription. ALl paint ehall concict of hest,
purs wiite lead of Wational Lead Co's. or *Cayter®
make and pure lionseed oll with twrpentine fox dryew.

Cover all sap, Emovec, ehg., of all woodwork with
& evat of benssle before priming. .

The painter ic strislly enjoined from sophyiog
work that iz not slasn and
rzeeth, Before spplying the lact coat of paiut or

sednt or wvaroieh 40 eny

varnisk and after other ovate the painter shall pubty
all nail holes, oracks, ebe., faking care tv coloy the
Putty =0 that L1t will net show, The beet gra

putty is to be used. ALl palinting must have good
body, be well lald on and be free from brush mavke,
o1l olots, drops, bair, ete. No eily wags may be left
about the premises,

WASHING WINDOWE:

At the cowplebion of the work this painting Con-
tragtor akall ¢lean all paint and varaish spote off
dwork, glass, eto., srnd after susk Zleaaing
iz sompleted shall theroughly wash all glaes, inside
and out, ingluding glass of storm sash.

wﬁ\il# F B,
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PRIMYHG

Primer for all painted woodwork is to be white
lead and oil thinmed with turpesntiae.

All exterior woodwork 1o 40 be primsd all over
without delay,

Grooves of all cliding sush are to be oiled with
two (3) ocate of floor wax in addition t¢ the ooat of
o1l hereinbaefore specifisd %6 be applied &t the mill,

Hete speoification ¢lsewhere ugmd.i#g pricing
of frame2, ¢iling of sask, eto.

QUTEIDE PAIRTIEG:

Painting ¢f wetal work and iron and ateel has
been previcusly specified, All extericr woodwork is to
recelive after priming twu coais mf paint as hereinbe~
fore specified, of color and shade %o sult Owner, m&-
work of sssh is to be similurly painted on outecide emly,
and shall be gralned on insids %o wedeh evher finlsh, '
Foodwork of sereens and storm douvrs to be eimilarly
painted. All extericr doors shall be peinted on ewm.
INSIDE PATNTING: %y

The inside of basement windows and frames shal

be primed and palnted ¢ne goat, otherwdse zans as ‘
side woodwork. Doors and fremes in basement shall w/
primed snd painted one additional coat., Fir flouring
under liacleum shall be given a priming ocoat.
VARNISHIRG:

The cak finish shall be properly stained m :

directed, fllled with paste filler and $hen to have o
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ecat of varnish thinned 25¢ with turpentine, When dry
follew with & second cosat of regular varnish apd finish
with a goat of flat varnish, Stair tresds net to be
gtained.

The yelloew pine finleh ¢f Eleeping Poreh and Sun
Parlor together with bireh desre of Sun Parler shall de
findished by staining and three () coats of wernish
anme 48 zué exk, BPalsnece of yellow pine snd birch shall
bs fintched natural witk thrse (3) coads of varnisk as
above.

All vaznish shall be "tandagd, Berry Bros. oF
Pratt & lonberyse.

FLOGR FIRIEH:

A1l oak floors are 0 be filled with paste filler
ir spproved manney and then to Tegeldve s goat of varnish
thinned 28% with turpentine. Aftez v@niﬁh iz hard fel~
low with ong ¢oat of Johnson's or other arproved floer

wax, thoroughly rubbed and polished,

Yarnlah coat must be of an approved floor wvaernish.

Tf2ir o attie tc be given ons eout of MHonopgram
fieoor ©il.

SHIRCLE OTATY:

All weed shingles before “eilng put on shall have
butss dipped at lsast ssren (7) inchses im Cabois ox
¢ther approved shipgle stain in color as diractsd.
Af%ez shingles are laid and all other work above ool
eorpleted give shlngles a brush mt of suse staln,
Care shall bs taken %0 keep skain well mixed at all
times 4¢ Ilnsure #von colex,

s,
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The Barn
by Marjorie Belfrage

“Please smoking not in this Barn” - Grandpa Belfrage Sr. (John Burnett Belfrage) printed this
in his beautiful script fashion and in all the years no fire ever did occur in the barn. It was built
in 1910 by a carpenter whose name was Aaron Gunderson. This building was very well
constructed and very useful in many ways. It was always kept clean in good repair. This was
one of the hired man’s chores on a rainy day. As to its size, | can’t say but the summer of 1949
| helped Dad Belfrage paint all the gables gray with white trim. We complimented each other
by saying it was not a professional job but rather a first class job. | hope you understand the
difference; it was such a satisfying and happy experience but a tiring and big piece of work.

Now beginning on the gabled roof was two cupolas with a lightning rod on each. Between
these cupolas and centered was a weather vane carrying a horse silhouette. Pigeons
frequented these parts both inside and out and most of the time were of no consequence
excepting increasing in numbers and this encouraged some friends to ask permission to shoot
them. Did you ever eat squab or pigeon pie? It is good and similar to quail. For a time after
that they were scarce.

Let us look inside by entering the north gliding front double doors into the part where the
double buggy (surrey) and a single buggy were kept. The shaft of the single buggy and the
tongue of the surrey were lifted up and held to the ceiling in sort of a sling to be out of the
way and also to protect them from breakage. The buggy harnesses were of finer leather than
work harnesses so they hung on the wall in this section along with the buggy whip. Moving
along into the east side there were six stanchions where the cows stood and at milking time.
On this same side were three box stalls that were used for sick animals, a cow with calf of
several calves being weaned. In later years though one was converted into the milking
machine headquarters or milk house. This was a place to wash, sterilize, and store
mechanical milkers and keep milk until picked up by a truck. Later it housed the bulk milk
tank where the milk was pumped directly from the cow into the tank. All this was under
inspection by state regulations.

Our cattle were all registered Holsteins. At first, it was my job to sketch the markings on both
the left and right sides to be sent to Holstein Fresian Ass’n and registered. Each had a name.
Later photographs were permissible and this much easier. First a well had to be dug, next the
inspector said “too close to the barn” and with a change of inspector, a different idea of Dad
became disgusted and filled in the well and sold the herd and quit milking. Joan knows how
this operation worked and for a long period managed it.

Have you ever had the opportunity to know whether or not a cow has halitosis? If you are
close by and watch a cow devour and ear of corn or better yet, watch her roll it around in her
mouth as the tongue gets off the kernels of corn and finally spits out the cob. You will, no
doubt, conclude that her breath smells a bit like fresh warm milk. Each cow entering the barn,



most generally went directly to her regular stanchion and when ready to leave backed out
and turned toward the south side door.

At first, all one needed was a cow, a pail, a stool shaped like a T and a milk can. Later when
they were milked mechanically they were kept content with radio music but the cats still sat
with tails curled around their feet waiting for that great white treat served up in an old
battered granite pan. The milk truck came each morning and picked up the full cans of milk
and left empty ones. Now and then a tag would read “sour milk” which was shocking because
the procedure was the same each day. Generally, this would happen during a wet or rainy
spell. The hogs or pigs would get this treat then. Later a bulk tank trunk came to pump the
milk from the bulk tank in the milk house to the bulk tank trunk. No more milk cans.

Behind the buggy storage was the hay (alfalfa) storage area. The center part was to the south
an accessible easily for feeding the cows and horses. So from the front of the barn we could
go to the east side or to the west side where the horses were kept. The west side was made
up of four double stalls for horses. A single stall, a short passage way and on the northwest
corner was a grain bin. The entire floor was cement so it was easier to keep clean. Each horse
had its special stall and just behind on the window wall was kept the work harness and
collars hung on a special piece of wood. Each horse knew its home base. After being to the
tank for a drink, they came in to their stall for feed. After a time, they were turned out to
pasture to relax and eat grass, roll, etc. Did you know a horse gets up differently than a cow?
A horse gets up front feet first, a cow gets up hind feet first — watch and see. Now and the the
work harness had to be repaired and that was also one of the rainy day chores.

How the wall of the back of the buggy storage was the wall that partitioned the hay from the
buggy shed and on the hay side was a ladder that took one to the hay loft above and much,
however, fell on the level with the floor. | faintly remember a time or two when Christmas
gifts had been hidden above the buggy shed in the hay — a doll buggy or a sled perhaps. The
space in the upper part over the stanchions and stalls held straw which was used for bedding.
The straw was pushed into the stalls. We were never allowed up there unless the space was
empty because we might fall through these openings. Also, we girls, when growing up, were
never allowed in the barn only on weekends when the hired man was gone. We grew up
innocently, yes?

Once again let us stand on the north side of the barn and look up. A load of hay has been
hauled in and pulled up close to the barn and underneath the extended roof in which was
housed a hay fork and pulleys to help take the hay from the hay rack along a track up into the
top of the barn and to the hay loft. When the hay rack was taken to the field to be loaded
slings were layered on the hay rack with hay. First a sling then hay, then another sling and
hay and so on until the rack was loaded. The sling was made of rope and 1x1 boards with a
clasp to hold the hay. Then the hay fork was placed and the pulley took it up, across and into
the hay loft where it unlocked and the hay fell, then fork brought back and the operation
repeated. Those days hay was stacked. Later it was baled and brought in and unloaded the
same way. One goes miles and miles and never sees a hay stack but time marches on. The



horses too have gone. All during the summer swallows flew in and out of the hay loft and
built their mud nests on the cross rafters. They were beautiful, quiet and sleek birds and were
beneficial because their diet consisted of flies and mosquitoes. First there would be a few and
as summer passed more would gather and relax on the telephone wires or electric wires.
Sometimes lined up by the hundreds. All of a sudden when their timing was right they were
gone for the winter.

When the mechanical machinery replaced the horses and no longer any milking, the barn
became home for feeder pigs and the hay area became a chicken house and a work bench
was moved into the buggy shed, but still the cement floor help up, paint job remained good
and the last time | entered the bars the signs still legible read, “Please smoking not in this
barn.” This was in 1969.

Reprinted from diary written by Marjorie Belfrage in 1969
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