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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Samuel Pate House is located three miles east of Lewisport, a small river town,
off State Highway 334. The house, which is set back from the highway, faces south towards
the road and lies on a hill which slopes gently down to the narrow bottom lands along the
Ohio River.

The original portion of the house consisted of a three-bay, one, or one-and-a-half
story log structure with large exterior stone chimneys at each end. The main entrance,
with a four-light transom above, was centered in the north wall facing the #tiver. A door
was also located on the sotith directly opposite the front entrance. At a later date the
logs were covered with clapboard and nine-over-six pane sash windows were installed. The
stone chimney on the east end was replaced by a small interior brick one, although the
stone chimney on the west side remains intact. The interior layout of the log portion consists of
a central hall with one room off each side. (see photo 4). -

In the 1920s a full second floor was added above the log rooms and a two-bay two-
story frame wing was added to the west. A plain box cornice, returned at the west end,
was added to the front and back. Also at this time a small one-story frame kitchen was
added to the north side of the wing. A door is placed in the east bay on the south side of
the wing, as well as on the west side of the kitchen. The windows in this portion have
six-over-six pane sash (see photos 1 and 2).

Sometime after the wing was built, a two-story porch, supported by seven square
posts, was added across the south side, unifying the original portion and the wing, A
balustrade extends around the second floor of the porch., At one time there was an
exterior stairway on the porch leading to the second floor, but it has been removed.
With the addition of the kitchen on the north side and the porch on the south, the front of
the house was reoriented to the south, facing the road rather than the river.

A stone mounting block is located a hundred yards southeast of the house. The
Pate and Thrasher family{ cemetery is also located near the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two-story clapboard covered log house, located three miles east of Lewisport on a
hill overlooking the Ohio River, was built c. 1822 by Samuel W. Pate, a farmer and justice of
the peace. In 1827 Abra\@rrm Lincoln, President of the United States (1861-1865) tried his first

jaw case~~Commonwealth of Kentucky vs. Abraham Lincoln=+ in:the: Pate-heuge. i :Buringithetrial,
Lincoln successfully defended himself against the charge of operating a ferry without a license.
It is said that from this incident Lincoln first developed his serious interest in the study of law.

Samubl W. Pate (1795-18 ?) owned and farmed a large number of acres along the Ohio
River. In addition to being a farmer, Pate served as the justice of the peack in and for
Hancock County and the state of Kentucky. In 1822 he built a two-room one-story log house

- for use as his residence and for court hearings. (The original two-room structure was
incorporated into the present house around the turn-of-the-century.) About this time Pate
married Arretta Thrasher, daughter of Eli Thrasher, an extensive land and slave owner
whose farm adjoined Pate's.

In 1827, Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) was living in Troy, Indiana (a mile northwest of
the Pate House), and working for James Taylor, a merchant and ferry operator. Lincoln's
duties were divided between working as a clerk in Taylor's ftore and running Taylor's ferry-
boat across the mouth of Anderson Creek at the Ohio River,

While working for Taylor, Lincoln built a scow, or light flatboat of his own, in his free
time. On one occassion two men on the Indiana shore asked Lincoln to convey them to the
middle of the river where they planned to transfer to a passing steamboat. Lincoln agreed
and carried the men and their luggage to the waiting boat and was paid $1. 00 for his services.

As a result of this action, two brothers, John T. and Len Difl, operators of a ferry across
the Ohio River at Anderson Creek, had Lincoln arrested for infringing on their ferry rights and
for operating a ferry without a license. The case, the "Commonwealth of Kentucky vs. Abraham
Lincoln, " was tried in the east room of the Pate house, with Samuel Pate presiding as judge.
John T. Dill presented his case, stating that he was the only person who was legally authorized
to convey passengers across at that point for hire, and that Abraham Lincoln had interfered with
his business when he transported two passengers to the middle of the river to meet the steamboat.
(In fact the Dill brothers rented the land on the Kentucky side for their ferry landing from Samuel
Pate.) S

TLincoln's family moved from Hardin County, Kentucky (now Larue County), where Lincoln
was born, to Spencer County, Indiana in 1816.

(continue)
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Abraham Lincoln defended himself by arguing that he had never carried any passengers to
the Kentucky shore, and asked Pate if the ferry license, issued to Dill, forbade any other person-
to operate a ferry from the Indiana shore to the middle of the river. After examing the book of

_ Kentucky statutes, Samuel Pate concluded that John T. Dill had the exclusive right under his
license to operate a ferry at this point from the Kentucky shore of the Ohio River and to transport
passengers across the river in either direction. But, Pate found that the law did not forbid a
person  carrying passengers from the Indiana shore to the middle of the river. Thus, after
a short trial, the warrant against Lincoln was dropped and Abraham Lincoln won his first
law case.

It is said that from this incident, Lincoln developed his first interest in the study of law.
After the trial, Lincoln continued to visit the Paté family and borrowed 8amuel Patels law
books to read. While on one of his visits to the Pate family, he met Caroline Meeker, Samuel
Pate's niece who lived with the family. In many biographies of Lincoln's early life, Caroline
Meeker is mentioned as one of Lincoln's first romantic interests. Caroline Meeker eventually
married Eli Thrasher,Arretta Pate's brother. (Samuel and Arretta Pate are buried in the small
cemetery behind the house along with Caroline and Eli Thrasher.)

Three years after his first exposure to the law in 1827 at the Pate house, Lincoln
moved with his family to Illinois. Abraham Lincoln went on to become a lawyer and
politician, serving as a member of the Illinois state legislature for four terms from 1834
t0 1840, an U.S. Representative from Illinois, 1847-1849, and Presidextof the United States,
1861-1865. Lincoln was reelected to serve a second term as president in 1864, but was
assassinated by John Wilkes Booth in April 1865, only four months after taking his second
oath of office. '

The log house where the trial took place was enlarged and covered with clapboard
around the turn-of-the- century. The two-story porch was also added at this time. The
structure continued to be used as a residence and remains in the Pate family to this:day.
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ADDENDUM

<

The original log construction remains intact beneath the exterior clapboarding. The two rooms
within this section have not been subdivided excepting the creation of a hall ca. 1900. What

had been a window on the west was transformed into a door with the addition of a later
frames section. Other than this alteration, the log portion's fenestration remains the same.

Most important, the Samuel Pate House has retained its integrity of site. There are no other
residences in close proximity--the nearest one being as distant as a quarter of a mile away.
There is an unobstructed view of the Ohio River to the north, and of the cemetery to the east.
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Samuel Pate House, Hancock County, Kentucky

)]

@«I/

Present first floor plan. Log construction indicated
by heavier lines.

No scale.



