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_PHYSI CAL APPEARANCE

The building i ssurrounded onthree sides by a granitewall;the
site slopes down towards therear. | nplan, thePost Office i sfrontedwith
a wide vestibuleandpublic lobby flanked by t hePostnmaster's office and
second floor stairway totheleft andvarious service areas fortheworkers
to theright. Beyond theservice acreen i stheworkroom mail vestibule and
platform

Nine wi de granite steps with alanding create the main approach to the
building. They areflanked by wing walls which termnate with a block-Ilike
pedestal base inset with a decorative panel andtopped with a series of | ow,
"stubby" wrought-iron lantern fixtures. Thebuilding' sbase slightly
projects, topped with a thin band of Virginia black serpentine marble. The
front of thebuilding i sa two-story public-access block which i sattached
to alarge one-story (plus basement wing) work area. The front(northeast)
elevation i saneleven-bay, steel-framed structure with a three-bay central
entrance. Thenmetal-framed w ng windows arewithin deeply recessed vertical
slots running from base t oentablature; thedifferent floors;, aremarkedby
a metal spandrel panel with aninfill of Virginia black serpentine marble
and a centered square of cast white metal with Art Deco detailing. The
wi ndows pivot open i na casenment fashion. Four wide, flat pilasters markthe
entrance pavilion; they areacalloped andtopped with sinple capitals witha
modi fied Greek key motif. Awplain architrave frames each of thethree sets
of entry doors; above arerecessed, wrought-iron framed windows withthe
sane spandrel panels as i ntheflanking windows. Thetopof thebuildinghas
a projecting massive entablature with expressed architrave, denticul ated
cornice, andlarge, round decorative palques within theplain frieze located
above t hewi ndows. Al owparapet with a central crest, brackedted by two
seated human draped figures (ontheleft holding aboat, theright holding a
book), caps thecentral entry bays.

The architectural treatment of thefront continues tothesides of the
two-story block foraw dth of three bays. Theentablature area stops
shortly after i twaps around totherear side of public block. Basenent
wi ndows ar e covered by decorative wrought-iron grilles. Therear part of the
building i seight bays i nlength, containing basenent andfirst floor
wi ndows. Abelt course above thebase i scarried around t heremainder of the
building asi salow, plain entablature with a sinple projecting architrave
and cornice. Therear (southwest) elevationcontains a covered truck |oading
platformwhich leads t ot hebasenment andel evators t o t he workroomabove.

ne enters thebuilding through thevestlble which i ssurfacedi n
marble. Marble cablnents that house heaters andiron grilles arefound bel ow
the iron-framed, glass panel windows. Theends of thevestibule angle out
and contain a pair of replaced doors. Another set of doors | scenteredi n
the vestibule's southwest wall. Theceiling i sthinly coffered plaster with
geonetric shapes andthefloor i sblack terrazzo with a serpentine border.
The iron-work forms an entablature around thevestibuleexterior, with small
medal lions located i nthefrieze. Theceiling has recessed circular lights.
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Built i n1933, t he Canbridge Main Post Office or Canbridge A Branch
Post Office provided the first permanent hone of thecity's postal service.
Situated across the street fromthe Richardsoni an Romanesque Canbridge City
Hal | (1887), this buildings smooth streamined, nonodromatic classicism
dramatically contrasts with theCity Hall's rock faced granite walls,
curvilinear forms and pol chromatic surfaces. The Canbridge Main Post Office
building should be considered eligible for nomnation t ot he National
Regi ster of Historic Places by virtue of itssiting, design and t he
contribution itsconstruction nade t o Canbridge' s econony duringt he
Depr essi on.

Architecturally, it represents a successful marriage of Classical
tradition with the Art Deco style. Though bound by Classical tradition
(particularly i nitsrigid symetrical tripartite facade and its
suggestion of pilasters andentablature) thebuilding uses Classical
el enents i nanunorthodox, alnost self conscious way. Capitals are not
really Capitals, though those over thecentral pilasters have Geekl ay
motifs i na kind of parody of thelonic. Granite ashlar masonry walls give
a feeling of solidity and pernmanence inportant i npublic buildings
constructed during the Depression. Art Deco influence i sevident in the
overall streamined verticillately of itsplanar pilasters andw ndow bays.
In addition, thestylized, seated scul ptured figures at thecenter of the
mai n facade parapet arealso Art Deco i nstyle. The Minicipal Buildingat
Western Avenue and Green Street and t he Canbridge Main Post Office building
are theonly exanple of structures blending classical andart deco style i n
Canbridge. Behind theformal facade lies aninterior which i sdesignedt o
be formal andefficient. Attached tothetwo-story public access block
al ong Massachusetts Avenue i sa nuch |arger one-story-plus basement w ng
with unobstructed work areas and a range of truck-loading docks al ong G een
Street. Initially, officeswere provided for officials of thel.RS and
agricultural departments. For thefirst time all mil would be sorted and
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
P.O. Box 324
Lexington. MA 0217»0324

August 19, 1985

The Kbnorabl e Robert W Heal ey
City tfenager. City of Canbridge
Canbridge City Hall

795 Massaci husetts Avenue

Canbri dge, MA 02139

Dear City “fenager Heal ey:

The US Postal Service i ncxxijuncticxi with the Massachusetts StateHistoric
Preservation Officer inBostcxi hcis eval uated the Main Post Office i nCanbridge
and has determined i tissignificant frcman historical viewpoint?®®

In view of the above evaluation, the US Postal Serviceintends to nomnate
this building tothe Natic«al Register of Historic Places. W would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence. *)

I'f you concur with our proposed acticxi, kindly retuma signed copy of this
letter inthe enclosed envel ope. A

Sincerely,
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

My 6, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shul

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, DC  20240- 1002

Dear M. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation forthe
post office located at 770 Massachusetts Avenue, M ddlesex
County, Canbridge, Massachusetts.

| 1 you have questions concerning this nomnation, please
cal [ ne at 202/ 268-3107.

Sincerely,

hn S Sorenson _
ealty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Encl osure



