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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION V C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

X E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE 

_GOOD —RUINS X-ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

— FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

_PHYSICAL APPEARANCE_ 

The building i s surrounded on three sides by a granite w a l l ; the 
si t e slopes down towards the rear. In plan, the Post Office i s fronted with 
a wide vestibule and public lobby flanked by the Postmaster's o f f i c e and 
second f l o o r stairway to the l e f t and various service areas for the workers 
to the r i g h t . Beyond the service acreen i s the workroom, mail vestibule and 
platform. 

Nine wide granite steps with a landing create the main approach to the 
building. They are flanked by wing walls which terminate with a block-like 
pedestal base inset with a decorative panel and topped with a series of low, 
"stubby" wrought-iron lantern f i x t u r e s . The building's base s l i g h t l y 
projects, topped with a t h i n band of Vi r g i n i a black serpentine marble. The 
front of the building i s a two-story public-access block which i s attached 
to a large one-story (plus basement wing) work area. The front(northeast) 
elevation i s an eleven-bay, steel-framed structure with a three-bay central 
entrance. The metal-framed wing windows are wi t h i n deeply recessed v e r t i c a l 
slots running from base to entablature; the d i f f e r e n t f l o o r s ; are marked by 
a metal spandrel panel with an i n f i l l of Virgi n i a black serpentine marble 
and a centered square of cast white metal with Art Deco d e t a i l i n g . The 
windows pivot open i n a casement fashion. Four wide, f l a t p i lasters mark the 
entrance p a v i l i o n ; they are acalloped and topped with simple capitals with a 
modified Greek key motif. A pl a i n architrave frames each of the three sets 
of entry doors; above are recessed, wrought-iron framed windows with the 
same spandrel panels as i n the flanking windows. The top of the building has 
a projecting massive entablature with expressed architrave, denticulated 
cornice, and large, round decorative palques w i t h i n the plain frieze located 
above the windows. A low parapet with a central crest, brackedted by two 
seated human draped figures (on the l e f t holding a boat, the r i g h t holding a 
book), caps the central entry bays. 

The ar c h i t e c t u r a l treatment of the fro n t continues to the sides of the 
two-story block for a width of three bays. The entablature area stops 
shortly a f t e r i t wraps around to the rear side of public block. Basement 
windows are covered by decorative wrought-iron g r i l l e s . The rear part of the 
building i s eight bays i n length, containing basement and f i r s t f l o o r 
windows. A b e l t course above the base i s carried around the remainder of the 
building as i s a low, pla i n entablature with a simple projecting architrave 
and cornice. The rear (southwest) elevation contains a covered truck loading 
platform which leads to the basement and elevators to the workroom above. 

One enters the building through the vestlble which i s surfaced i n 
marble. Marble cablnents that house heaters and iron g r i l l e s are found below 
the iron-framed, glass panel windows. The ends of the vestibule angle out 
and contain a pair of replaced doors. Another set of doors Is centered i n 
the vestibule's southwest w a l l . The c e i l i n g i s t h i n l y coffered plaster with 
geometric shapes and the f l o o r i s black terrazzo with a serpentine border. 
The iron-work forms an entablature around the vestibule exterior, with small 
medallions located i n the f r i e z e . The c e i l i n g has recessed c i r c u l a r l i g h t s . 
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T^edication: June 25, 1935 Greco. Collaborating Architects 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Alterations: 1974 John Baven Co., Inc. - Contractors 

Built i n 1933, the Cambridge Main Post Office or Cambridge A Branch 
Post Office provided the f i r s t permanent home of the city's postal service. 
Situated across the street from the Richardsonian Romanesque Cambridge City 
Hall (1887), this buildings smooth streamlined, monodromatic classicism 
dramatically contrasts with the City Hall's rock faced granite walls, 
curvilinear forms and polchromatic surfaces. The Cambridge Main Post Office 
building should be considered eligible for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places by virtue of i t s siting, design and the 
contribution i t s construction made to Cambridge's economy during the 
Depression. 

Architecturally, i t represents a successful marriage of Classical 
tradition with the Art Deco style. Though bound by Classical tradition 
(particularly i n i t s r i g i d symmetrical t r i p a r t i t e facade and i t s 
suggestion of pilasters and entablature) the building uses Classical 
elements i n an unorthodox, almost self conscious way. Capitals are not 
really Capitals, though those over the central pilasters have Greek lay 
motifs i n a kind of parody of the Ionic. Granite ashlar masonry walls give 
a feeling of solidity and permanence important i n public buildings 
constructed during the Depression. Art Deco influence i s evident i n the 
overall streamlined v e r t i c i l l a t e l y of i t s planar pilasters and window bays. 
In addition, the stylized, seated sculptured figures at the center of the 
main facade parapet are also Art Deco i n style. The Municipal Building at 
Western Avenue and Green Street and the Cambridge Main Post Office building 
are the only example of structures blending classical and art deco style i n 
Cambridge. Behind the formal facade lies an interior which i s designed to 
be formal and effi c i e n t . Attached to the two-story public access block 
along Massachusetts Avenue i s a much larger one-story-plus basement wing 
with unobstructed work areas and a range of truck-loading docks along Green 
Street. I n i t i a l l y , offices were provided for o f f i c i a l s of the I.R.S. and 
agricultural departments. For the f i r s t time a l l mail would be sorted and 
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE 
P.O. Box 324 

Lexington. MA 0217»O324 

August 19, 1985 

The Kbnorable Robert W. Healey 
City tfenager. City of Cambridge 
Cambridge City Hall 
795 Massacihusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Dear City ^fenager Healey: 

The U.S. Postal Service in cxxijuncticxi with the Massachusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Bostcxi hcis evaluated the Main Post Office i n Cambridge 
and has determined i t is significant frcm an historical viewpoint^^ -

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate 
this building to the Natic«ial Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence. *̂  

I f you concur with our proposed acticxi, kindly retum a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed envelope. „ .. ^ 

Sincerely, 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

May 6, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the 
post o f f i c e located at 770 Massachusetts Avenue, Middlesex 
County, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

I f you have questions concerning t h i s nomination, please 
c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerely, 

hn S. Sorenson 
ealty Specialist, Senior 

Office of Real Estate 

Enclosure 


