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The Robert Carleton House in Sangerville is one of the oldest 
dwellings to survive in the northern Maine county of Piscataquis. 
Erected about 1815, the house is valuable as an example of provincial 
Federal style architecture in the context of a then largely unsettled 
region.

The Carlton House is rectangular and stands two and a half stories 
high with a one story ell. It has a granite foundation and is of frame 
construction with a clapboarded exterior. The placement of a chimney on 
either side wall reflects the improved heating technology during the 
Federal Period which allowed for the discontinuance of a large central 
chimney and increased the interior hall space.

The facade or south wall of the Carleton House has the symmetrical 
five bay composition of the period. On the first story, the doorway is 
centered between two pairs of windows. The door is flanked by sidelights 
and Federal style pilasters. Above these elements appears a horizontal 
pediment displaying intricately carved fretwork. The second story of the 
facade has five windows, one above the doorway and a pair on either side. 
An early twentieth century post card of the house shows all the windows 
to have contained twelve-over-twelve pane sash. These have been sub­ 
sequently replaced by a two-over-two pane arrangement.

The east and west walls of the house each contain two windows 
on the first and second stories and one on the half story. The north 
or rear wall has three windows on the first story and five on the 
second story. The reason for the difference in the two stories is the 
presence of a one story ell at the northwest corner of the north wall. 
If this ell is not an original feature, it appears to be an early one.

As with the exterior, the interior reflects the Federal period 
concern for symmetry. The central hall contains a staircase which leads 
directly to the second floor. On the first and second stories, this hall 
is flanked on either side by two rooms. Each room is finished with simple 
but handsome Federal style mantels, wainscotting, window trim, and doors.

Although modest in comparison with Maine's coastal Federal 
architecture, Robert Carleton's residence is the most imposing house 
to remain from the period in its northern region. Thus it helps to 
provide a sense of time and place not readily apparent in this inland 
area of Maine.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Robert -Casrdeton House is a significant example of a 
late Federal style structure in an area generally settled after 
this mode of architecture had passed into eclipse,

Sangerville, originally Township Number 4, Sixth Range, 
was first purchased by John S. Foley in 1802, but not occupied. 
In 1807 it was sold to Col. Calvin Sanger of Sherbern, Massachusetts 
although the first settler, Phineas Ames from Hancock, N.H. had 
already taken up residence in 1801 or 1802. Ames constructed a 
grist mill on Black Stream and another early arrival, Thomas Prince, 
established a fulling mill. One of the early workers in the mills 
was Guy Carleton who purchased in 1818 the land on which the 
house stands from Col. Sanger. He had earlier begun to develop 
mill operations of his own in the area which continued successfully 
as the Carleton Mills until recent times.

Within a year Guy Garleton sold to his brother Robert the 
house and land and the latter continued in ownership until 1835. 
Robert Carleton was active in military affairs and the Sangerville 
Company was organized of which he was elected Captain. He later 
became Major and Colonel in the Fifth Regiment, First Brigade, Third 
Division.

: An interesting banner painted on unbleached muslin and . 
dating from the Aroostook War of 1839 was found in the attic, 
proclaiming:

Volunteer Rendezvous Rally
Sons of Piscataquis! 

Let me say that I am going with 
my men and shall look faithfully 
to their comfort and welfairl

W. S. Clark 
Recruiting Officer
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