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The Battle of Beecher Island was fought along the Arickaree Fork of the Repub­ 
lican River with concentrated fighting on a small island. A few willow trees stood 
on the island; however, the banks on either side of the river were believed to have 
had minimal tree growth. Bluffs rise gently from the course of the river. The 
physical appearance of the actual battleground site was changed by a flood in 1935 
which altered the river channel. A monument, erected in 1905, was swept from the island 
and virtually all traces of the island were destroyed. The major pieces of the 
monument were retrieved and have been erected on the north side of the river, over­ 
looking picnic and camping grounds.

The.Beecher Island Battleground Memorial Association owns 240 acres of pasture 
land and river bottom land where the battle occurred. The semi-arid climate supports 
native grasses, sagebrush, scrubs, and trees along the river bank. Near the mon­ 
ument are an auditorium built in the 1940's, a Sunday School building, a kitchen 
hall, a one-room school house, modern showers and rest rooms, and a storage shed. 
Evergreen trees have been planted around the auditorium.
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Numerous treaties between the Great Plains Indian tribes and the United States 
Government had been written and broken as homesteaders continued the westward 
movement in the 1860's. The Cheyenne, Arapahoe, : and Sioux Indians were alarmed 
at thfe : s'-hrlnking size of the hunting grounds that they had been promised. No great 
concerted raids were staged by the Indians, only sporadic ones on trails and 
settlements between 1864-1868.

Major George "Sandy" Forsyth, a thirty-one year old U. S. Cavalry officer, had 
been commissioned to enlist fifty frontiersmen as scouts to track the Indians in 
revenge. On the afternoon of September 16, 1868, the scouts spotted a fresh Indian 
trail. During the day, Sioux scouts had alerted their warriors of the imminent dan­ 
ger. Among the Indians camped near the Arickaree Fork in the Republican River was 
the celebrated Roman Nose, a reputable Indian leader in war. As nightfall approached, 
the Forsyth scouts staked camp on the south side of the Arickaree Fork near a low, 
narrow island covered with grass, scrubs, and small trees. Toward dawn of the 
following day, a small band of Indian scouts accidentally happened onto the camp. 
Immediately, fighting ensued with reinforcements coming from the nearby Indian camps. 
Forsyth hurriedly organized a defense to move to the island where rifle pits were 
hastily dug. Six of the scouts were killed and fifteen, including Forsyth, were 
seriously injured. The Indians were held in battle for nine days while scouts fled 
the battle scene by night to return to Fort Wallace for help.

Roman Nose, the Indian warrior, had remained in camp during the opening hours 
of the battle. The magic of his special war bonnet had been broken recently. The 
long ritual to restore his invulnerability in battle had not been performed. 
Nevertheless, Roman Nose had ridden to the bluffs to survey the reports of heavy 
Indian losses and was urged to lead a charge against the island. He was immediately 
assaulted by rifle fire. The number of total Indian losses was highly disputed; 
however, the dwindling power of the various semi-united tribes has been attributed 
to the death of their warrior, Roman Nose, during this battle.

The island was named in honor of Lieutenant Fred Beecher, who was killed 
during the engagement.
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