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1. Name of Propertv
historic name Still River Baptist Church

other names/site number Harvard Historical Society

2. Location

street & number 213 Sitill River Road N/A  not for publication
city ortown  Harvard N/A  vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA countv  Worcester code 027 Zip code 01451

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this"“iomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
J"meets < does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally e statewide locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

ature of certifying official/Tite Judilth B. McDonough, Executive Director
ssachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property » meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

/onal Park Service Certification
heraby certify that this property is:
‘entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the Ent er
National Register Hati onal Eeg| ste(B
« See continuation sheet.
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed fromthe
National Register
« other (explain):



Still River Baptist Church
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

X_ private

_ public-local

_ public-State
_ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X_ building(s)

_ district
__ site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: Church

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Harvard (Worcester Countv), Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 2 building
1 0 sites

0 0 structures
1 0 objects

3 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: Church
CULTURE: Museum

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  stone and brick

walls clapboard
roof asphalt shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Still River Baptist Church is atowered Gothic Revival naveplan church, congructed in 1832 &5
the ssoond medtinghouse of Harvard's Baptist Church. It islocated on a smdl lot & 213 Still River
Road, the primary north-south thoroughfare of the village of the same name in the Town of Harvard,
Worcester County, Massachusetts. The church is sted on the eedt Sde of the road, just south of the
Depot Road juncture, facing to the west and overlooking the Nashua River valley. Its primary messis
the original street-facing gable-block sanctuary, augmented by a shdlow projecting entry tower rising
to a pinnacled belfry aove the ridge. At the rear of the building is an addition of 1902, conssting of
two mass=s a lower gabled ell extending from the reer of the church to the eedt, and astill lower hip-
roofed wing projecting from the ell to the south. Ornamented with Gothic window and door
treetments, the church's form and style ae emblematic of the flourishing New England village of the
early 19th century. In addition to the church, a sngle grave of a church founder, William Willard, J.,
is located & the southesst of the lot. After the demise of the Still River Baptist Society in 1970, the
Still River Baptist Church was purchesad by the Harvard Historical Society. Since that time the
Harvard Historical Society hes expanded its land holdings around the building and now ownstwo
adjacent buildings, the Willard-Watt Cottege, arentad property, and a camp, recently converted for use
& the Society's Archives Center. The property hes bean well maintained since that time, assuring that
a dsignificant dement inthe Still River landscape hes remaned in place. The Still River Baptist
Church remains the primary public building within this village, serving today as the heedquarters of
the Harvard Historical Society.

Still River isalinear village, located dong an devated ridge with land doping off sharply to the west
toward the Nashua River. Its siting dong this ridge is exceptiondly attractive, providing beautiful and
impressve views acrass the valley and north to Mount Wachusstt. Today the village includes
primarily resdences and farms, as well as the nominated Still River Baptist Church, and once sarved
& agndl commerciad center. Reddencesin the village date from the first years of settlement in the
aea but d0 include gructures from the sulbbsequent building booms within the village. Due to these
later periods of building, particularly those of the late 19th and early 20th century, the villageisa
large example of this New England settlement form.  Within the village, ebout fifty properties ae
cdugered together quite closdy and st dose to the dreet, mogt on lots of under an acre, others on lots
expanding behind a narrow road frontage.

Still River is exceptiond for the high surviva rate of its colonia-period dwellings, a lesst in part
because of their ample Sze. The oldest of the center-chimney houses is the Willard-Haskell House,
259 Still River Road (MHC #155), with a broad facade and leanto that reflect the additive nature of
late 17th century buildings. The Josgph and Elizabeth Willard Farm & 175 Still River Road (MHC
#121) was congructed in 1730, originaly in sadtbox form but later dtered to encompass afull two
dories. Other outstanding center-chimney examples include the Haskell-Willard House & 259 Still
River Road (MHC #154), with a Colonial Reviva door and symmetrical Beverly jogs, and the
Chaffin-Haskell House & 3 Depot Roed (MHC #135). The Dudley House & 290 Still River Roed

(continued)
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(MHC #160) and the Atherton Farm & 24 Depot Roed (MHC #134) demondrate the popularity of
this form through the end of the 18th century, while the LewisHouse, 212 Still River Road (MHC
#141), with later Itaianate bays and porch, hes a center-chimney house a its core. The Hutchins
House a 291 Still River Road (MHC #161), is arare surviving example of an early smdl housetype,
a dngle room with a chimney dong its laterd wall. A probable example of the so-caled half-house
type, three rather than five bays in breadth, isthe Harrod House a 10 Depot Road (MHC #130).
Another small verson of the center-chimney house, of single-story height, can be seen a the Gardner
House & 210 Still River Road (MHC #140). Large houses became more common later in the 18th
century as fashionable resdents adopted the central-hall double-pile Georgian plan. Probably the
largest and most ambitious of these isthe Mycall House a 204 Still River Road (MHC #126), with a
hip roof and quoins distinguishing it from its neighbors. Another hip-roofed double house isthe
Sampson House a 221 Still River Road (MHC #144), while gable-roofed examples include the
Harwood House & 200 Still River Road (MHC #124), the Cleverly-Whitney House & 207 Still River
Road (MHC #136), and the Haskdl-Stone House & 248 Still River Roed (MHC #153). The popular
rdated dl-house form, with a center-hdl front pile and arear kitchen ell, survives here as well. A
brick example can be san & the Willard-Watt Fam & 12 Depot Road (MHC #131) and aframe
example in the Haskell House/Baptist Parsonege & 216 Still River Road (MHC #142).

The sscond quarter of the 19th century brought a building boom to Still River, s it did across
Massachusetts, and impressive numbers of Gresk Reviva buildingsin itswake. A smal gable-block
house in this style can be ssen a 262 Still River Road (MHC #157). More common were houses in
the new gable-endto-thedrest form. A amdl Gresk Revival end house is the Atherton-Harrod House
a 272 Still River Road (MHC #158), while a larger contemporary example is the Harrod-Hutcherson
House & 230 Still River Road ( MHC #147); an Itdianate example is the Willard-HaynesHouse & 16
Depot Road (MHC #132). Asis common in many Worcester County towns, Still River hes a number
of Greek Revival end housesthat employ afive-bay, center-entry facade. Examples can be semn a the
Gery House & 197 Still River Road (MHC #123), the Atherton-Dalton House & 277 Still River Road
(MHC #159), the Conant House a 320 Still River Road (MHC #162), and the Chese House & 184
Still River Road (MHC #122). Still River's prominent public buildings, the nominated Still River
Baptist Church and the Still River Academy a 222 Still River Road (MHC #145) adso date to this
period. The acadary isthe areds mog ambitious Gresk Revivd building, featuring a Doric portico,
but is now serving as aresdence. The only other historic public building within this areg, the local
district school, has been demolished.

Unlike some Worcester County villages, Still River continued to expand late in the 19th century and
early inthe 20th. The gable block Quen Anne-style Harsey House & 18 Depot Road (MHC #133)
and the more deborate if small Whitney-Haskell House & 236 Still River Road (MHC #148) dateto
this period. The endhouse remained remarkably popular, and later examples include the Newell House
& 6 Depot Road (MHC #129), the Quean Anne Willard House & 218 Still River Roed (MHC #143),
ad the house a 263 Still River Road (MHC #156). Four-squares, cubical in massing under a high
pyramida roof and employing a four-room plan, can be ssen & the Russdl House & 228 Still River

(continued)
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Road (MHC #146) and the house a 201 Still River Road (MHC# 125). A rdaed housein alarge
hip-block Italian Renaissanceform is located a 239 Still River Roed (MHC #150). The house & 238
Still River Road (MHC #149) is a samdl hip-block house resembling the common bungalow. The
Smmons House or Rosemary Cottage a 240 Still River Road (MHC #151) resembles a lakesde
cottage in its small sngle-story gable-block form. The Maxcy House & 246 Still River Road (MHC
#152) takes the common Dutch Colonia form of shed dormer-lit gambre block. Since World War
Two, a smal number of resdences have bean added to the region, mogt on smal lots conforming to
the village pattem, a smal number adong the lower portions of the ridge overlooking the Nashua
River.

Unaided by edtablished datus, the Still River Baptist Church lacks the prominent siting found among
mestinghouses and churches of the orthodoxy in the village centers  The medtinghouse is sat beck
from the road, the only distinguishing feature of its location, postioned on its small lot to face the
wegt and orient its pulpit & the eest end. The degp front lawn contains a granite trough and a
wrought-iron sign that reeds "Harvard Historical Society, Founded 1897."" A semi-circular drive fronts
the church and two narrow drives lead to smdl gructures on the lot to the rear of the church, the
Willard-Watt Cottege to the left or the north and the present Archive Center to the right or the south.
In spite of their proximity to the church, these buildings are not known to have been dosdy assodaed
with the Baptist Society, but rather were originally Stuated on a ssparate village lot. Behind the
church once sood a range of gable-roofed horee dheds, postioned with their ridge perpendicular to the
church, paralld to the road. These were first congtructed just after the completion of the
mestinghouse, in 1834, and remained in place through the early 1930s

The origina gable-fronted meetinghouse composesthe primary mess of the present structure,
messuring 40" aorossits facade and 50' in length. The building is dapboard-shesthed  on its walls,
gitting on a cut-granite foundation, and topped by an agphdt shingle roof A flat-roofed square tower
is embedded in the center of the facade, projecting slightly. The facade mesaures three bays in width
and is distinguished by lancet-shaped entries inthe outer bays Small and sguat lancet windows with
Gothic tracery light the goece above these entries.  The centrd bay contains an dongated glazed lancet
window, which hes been shuttered dosed snce 1870 when the ingalation of a new organ blocked the
opening. A louvered circular window is centered in the tower & the leve of the pesk of the naves
gable. The tower supports a belfry with lancet-shgped openings dong each exposure. The belfry
contains an 1807 bell sad to have been recast by George Holbrook of Brookfield after hanging in
Harvard Hall, Cambridge, from 1807 to 1832. (Lawrence 1926: 89) The belfry istopped by
pinnacles located a each corner; the tower and belfry are eech trimmed with aturned baludrade. The
church's lateral walls ae symmetrically fenedtrated with three large 20/20 sash windows, eech
surmounted by an arched louver to cregte the illusion of lancat windows. A two-part addition dating
to 1902 extendsto the rear of the original church, the second in this position. The gabled ell mesaures
46' inlength and 32" in width; it islitwith 2/2 sseh windows, four dong the north wall, three across
the rear, one on the expossd south wall. A hipped wing extends from the south elevation, measuring
31" inlength and 13 ' in width; it hes an entry on itswest eevation, an entry flanked by a 2/2 sseh

(continued)
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and a smal window on the south eevation, and two 2/2 windows on the eest wall. The dapboarded
addition dts on abrick foundation and is roofed with agphdt shingles,

The presant interior of the church reflects dhangesto the building in the 1870sand again in 1902.
(Records of the Baptist Church and Society, Collections of the Harvard Historical Society) The
building was originally entered through its two primary doors into a narrow vestibule acrossthe front
of the church, which endosed a each end winding darcasesto the former gallery and the tower. The
current configuration of the vestibule and gdlery datesto 1870 when the large organ wes added to the
sanctuary, ingtaled in anew large half-round niche projecting backward into the vestibule and gallery.
The niche blocks the center facade window, which was plagered over a thistime. It dso divides the
vestibule in two, and hes left only smal endosad rooms a the heed of each gtar on either Sde of the
tower. The Stevens Organ, manufectured in Eagt Cambridge, is located a the west end of the
sanctuary in the new niche, a sngle manud indrument with fifteen sops and a dark mahogany pipe
cax Infront of the organ isthe choir, araised platform furnished with long Windsor benches

In the main section of the sanctuary, many dements of the church's origina configuration survive.
Mogt of the original dlip pews remain in place, ornamented by unpainted reversecurved scrolled ends
The paws ae aranged on the floor in three groups divided by two Sde aides, nine rows are located
aong each outside wall, while two sections of eight rows are podtioned in the center of the sanctuary.
Two groups of three rows have bean removed from the church, those formerly located a the esst
corners of the sanctuary, which were podtioned to face the pulpit and thus perpendicular to those that
remain. In the two western corners of the sanctuary were formerly located smal dovesto hest the
church, and historic photographs show lengths of sove pipe running through the length of the
sanctuary to warm it. The origina devated pulpit & the eet end of the church was removed in the
late 1850s and the surviving furniture suite of pulpit, communion table, and chairs, al in the Gothic
Revival style, gopearsto daeto this dteration. (Lawrence 1926: 10) The raised platform at the center
of the east end of the church covers the hegted baptiamd tank ingaled in the church in 1902; it
meeaures four feet in depth and width and eight feet in length. Althoughthe walls ad ceiling ae
now panted in Smple cream, a the end of the 19th century they were richly decorated with gtencils,
on the ceiling, as afrieze a the comice, and a an ornamentd band around the perimeter wall.

The rear additions to the church are the ssoond in this generd location, with the first vestibule dating
to 1867; this goace was recondructed to larger dimendons in 1902. The gabled el endosestwo large
open goaces divided by awall pierced by both a gandard door and a large opening with a counter-
weighted pocket door which when raised openad these goecesto one another.  The inner room
includes arased platform a its west end, between the two doors leading to the sanctuary; itis
presently known as Sturdy Memorial Hall and is used & gdllery goece for the Harvard Historical
Society. The outer section of this €l is divided into two goeces, a larger room to the north and a
smdler one to the south, both serving as artifact Sorage for the Historical Society. The hip-roofed
wing extending from this ell endosesthe building's service goaces including an entry to the el in the
wes elevation, leading into a hall flanked by a church office to the south, to a dorage area in the

(continued)
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ceter, and to akitchen a the east end.

Two other buildings unassodated with the church are now located on the same parcd, the reault of
land acquisitions by the Harvard Historical Society in 1992. The older of these, known &s the
Willard-Watt Cottage a 215 Still River Road (MHC #138), probably datesto the ssoond quarter of the
19th century. While the origina form of the Willard Cottage is unknown, it probably fell within the
broad category of early 19th century 1 1/2-gory gable block. The dgpboarded house hes an
asymmetrica five-bay facade, with an off-center entry trimmed with molded boards A shed-roofed
wing extends from the rear of the southsde elevation. The house hes undergone severa pheses of
remodeling that have obscured its early form and history. The ssoond building on the current ot was
formerly a combination camp and garage  The long, low, dgpboarded building was originally a
garage a the north end with a small living and sarvice soece & the south end.  The garage doors have
ben dosad to sarve as dorage goece for the society, the centra goece is an office and bath, while the
well-lit south portion is areading and work area

Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtoric dtes are currently recorded on the church property, Stesmay be present. Three
prehigtoric dtes are known for the generd area (within one mile). Each of these Stesis located on
terraces bordering the esstern margin of the Still River flood plan, atributary sream of the Nashua
River located a short digance west of the nominated property. In generd, however, the potentia for
significant prehistoric stes on the church property is low. Locationa characterigtics for the nominated
aen, particularly its digance of over 1000 feet (300 meters) from wetlands, combined with current
knowledge of regiond dte distribution in the region indicates the area is not favorable for mog types
of prehigtoric dtes.

There isahigh potentia for historic archaeological resources on the church property. Structural
remains may survive from the first megtinghouse condructed on the property in 1782. That dructure
was removed across the road and converted to resdentia use until it burned in 1910. The new church
was built in 1832 in roughly the same location but doser to the road indicating a portion of the
original medtinghouse dte may exist behind the present structure. Structura remains may aso survive
from horse sheds condiructed in 1834 behind the church. The horse dhedswere gpparently demolished
in ca 1930. Occupationd related features should dso survive assodated with the 1782 and 1832
churches. Occupationa related features may dso survive around the Willard-Watts house ad
camp/garage now usd as the Archive Center.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

x_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X_A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Harvard (Worcester County), Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Religion

Social Historv

Period of significance
1832-1946

significant Dates
1832, 1867, 1870, 1902

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 4.51 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1.19 284 860 4707 460 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
4.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Claire W. Dempsev with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October, 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

[Ulaps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Harvard Historical Societv
street & number 213 still River Road telephone

city or town Harvard state MA zip code 01451

Papenvork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Still River Baptist Church is an important historical monument within the Town of Harvard,
Worcester County, Massachusetts. Located within the village of Still River, the building demondrates
the rise of dissenting groups within the religious and socid landscgpe of early New England,
particularly significant within this community, which is exceptiond for its continuing experience of
dternative associations. A well-presarved example of a Gothic Revival nave-plan church, its presence
and gppearance bring an important symbolic component to this secondary village. The Still River
Baptis Church meats National Regiger criteria A and C a the loca level. It retains integrity of
location, setting, desgn, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. The church is presently
owned by the Harvard Historical Society. The church derives its primary significance from its
architecturd and historical importance within the village of Still River and the Town of Harvard.

Both the Church and the single grave on the land are contributing properties in this nomination, while
two other small buildings on the lot ere unassodated with the history of the Church and are therefore
noncontributing. The Still River Baptist Church is located within avillage that is likely to be eligible
& a higtoric district, and the two other buildings on the lot ae likely to contribute to such adistrict.
Among the gpproximately 40 historic housesthat survive in Still River, many of the region's most
important types can be found, as well a arange of architecturd dyles Its large colonial and Federd
houses, its Gothic meetinghouse and Gregk Reviva academy, its end houses and four squares, all
contribute to en assemblage which typifiesa New England village. Due to its location overlooking the
Nashua River valley. Still River is an unusudly attractive example of this well-known regiona form.

English settlement began in Harvard in the 17th century, as its neighbors Lancagter, Groton, and Stow
were etablished by the Generd Court, and settlers mede their way west to the rich lands of the
Nashua River valley. Nashaway leeder Sholan sold a large tract to fur traders in 1643, but settlement
was dishursed by King Philip's War.  Settlement in this area began with the granting of sscond
divison Lancager lands in the western part of today's Harvard. By the early years of the 18th
century, settlers were numerous enough to desire atown of their own and Harvard was established
from portions of thesetowns in 1732. As is by now well-known for New England towns, settlerstook
up large agricultural parcds in the countryside. The town grew rapidly, reaching a population of
1315 by 1774. An exceptiona number of 18th century houses have survived here, many on farms
dating to the earlies settlement period. The familiesthat established these farms showed remarkable
perddence, as Haskdls, Whitneys, Athertons, and Willards hedld doseto the vauable ad atractive
location. Reflecting the early importance of the river-bottom lands, Still River isthe oldest clustered
settlement in the town of Harvard and well-known for its location overlooking the Nashua River
valley. (Nourse 18 and Anderson 1976: pasim)

Much of the growth and prosperity of Still River isrdated to its position on key trangportation routes,
particularly after the completion of Union Turnpike junction in 1805. More houses ae known from
the early national period, when many New England communities experienced a spurt of growth and
rebuilding associated with the rise of home manufactures and artisan activities, increased retailing, and

(continued)
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a growth in the professons. By 1831, there were about twenty-five houses in the areg, only a handful
fewer than the town's ecdedagicd and municipa center to the ees. The middle of the 19th century
saw additiona growth, as a haf-dozen more houses were congtructed and the number and quality of
the public buildings improved. Still River's prominent public buildings, the nominated Still River
Baptist Church and the Still River Academy, as well &s its former school, date to this period. Unusud
for mog villages, growth continued to be grong during the late 19th century and into the early years
ofthe 20th, in part because of the stunning view to the west and because the town was gaining
popularity as a country retrest. A dozen more houses, about athird of the total in the village, survive
from this period. Today the Still River arearemans an outstanding and attractive landscape within
the town, privileged in its picturesque location and retaining much of its historic fabric. (Dempsey
and FitzPatrick 1992-94: passim)

Although Still River was the earlies settled section of the town. Harvard followed the regiona
preference for siting its medtinghouse and common in the geogrgphica center of the town, to the eest
of Still River & Harvard Center.  There, in kegping with provincia requirements, the town located its
mestinghouse and gppointed the well-connected John Seccomb as first minister.  Public support for the
minister and the meatinghouse brought townspeople from across its disbursed landscape into thetown
center, itscivic but not its settlement core. Within Harvard, however, the unity of an established
church was a short-lived phenomenon, and through its subsequent history, the town was exceptiona

for the number of dissenting and aternative groups that flourished in its midst. During the years of
the Grest Awakening, Seccomb's generdly New Light position eventualy proved inadequate to some
townspeople, whose experience of converson and god of a pure church led them to withdraw from
the Firgt Church in 1751 and worship together on their own. Two years later they were joined by the
extraordinary Shedrach Irdland, an itinerant believer in perfectionism and his own iininortality.
Commund resdence and property ownership characterized the community, which built the surviving
Soquare House & 94 Sheker Road (MHC #104) inabout 1770. Irdland died ten years later, and when
he failed to rise again, his followers secretly buried him in one of their cornfields. Shortly theresfter
this group was visited by Mother Ann Lee and her followers and became the core of the Sheker
community that flourished in Harvard for nearly a hundred and twenty years. (McLoughlin 1971: Vol.
|, pp. 358, 692; Vol. Il, pp. 713, 736-39)

The next withdrawal from the First Church was a more orderly and predictable one. On June 27,
1776, fourteen members of Harvard's First Congregational Church organized a Baptist Society and
sHected Dr. Isaiah Paker as their instructor. This group of Baptists shares many characterigics of the
earlier Worcester County Baptist groups described by John Brooke in The Heart of the
Commonwedth. His examination of this 18th century trend emphasizesthe new groups creation of
dternative forms of community, not just withdrawing from the orthodoxy of the Standing Order but
from the broader corporate community as well. Baptists chose separate voluntary associations,
establishing competing churches and a new st of landmarks in the landscgpe. Often associated with
emaget milling and artisand activities, their successful economic position made a srong contrast to
the marginalized roles of earlier dissantersin Harvard. For Still River, the esablishment of anew

(continued)
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church gave a new independent identity to the prominent familiesof long standing, one to riva the
egablishment a the center. Whilethere is no reeson to question the genuineness of their belief,
particularly snce a leest one of the familieswas historically assodaed with Massachusetts earliest
and mogt persecuted Baptidts, the opportunity to congtruct their own arena for leedership wes a
significant motivation as well. (Brooke 1989: 66-96)

Like mogt 18th century Baptist Societies, Still River drew its members broadly from surrounding
communities. Dissenting from the established church, but not embracing the radicalism in their midst,
the members of the church described themsdves to the Warren Association in 1781 as "surrounded on
every ddewith dmog all sorts of Parsuasons” (McLoughlin 1971: Vol. |, p. 739) The church
records that survive demondrate the importance of maintaining a godly community, with frequent
evauation of member behavior and the meting out of punishment to those who wandered too far.
(Records of the Baptist Church and Society, Callections of the Harvard Historical Society, heresfter
Baptist Records, HHS)

In 1782 the society purchased a auction the First Meetinghouse of Leominger, which was dismantled
and rebuilt as the Still River Baptist Church. A hdf-acre parcd on which the mestinghouse sood wes
s0ld by Joseh Willard to the descons of the church for $20 in adeed sgned in 1803 and filed in
1822. (Worceser County Registry of Desds 227:264, hereafter WCRD) Although little isknown
about the gppearance of this building, it is likely to have been a amdl verson of the familiar New
England meatinghouse form, generdlly square in shgpe, oriented to position its entry and pulpit on
opposte long walls, and with saventean box pews aranged on its fioor to promote the dissemination
of the Word. From the meatinghouse on the ridge overlooking the Nashua, the new Baptists
journeyed down to the Still River for their new birth. With the reorientation from the rituals of desth
to those of baptism, the Still River Baptist megtinghouse provided a powerful new goece and metaphor
within the community.

By September of 1832, the Society was considering the congtruction of a new building. Although
they hed hoped for a benefactor to underwrite the cogt, they eventudly decided to sl $25 sharesto
rase the required funds. A committee of Calvin Haskdl, William B. Willard, Waltin (? illeg.)
Burbank, and Dr. Charles Chasewas sdected "to procure a plan and ascertan the probeble expensss
of a house auitable for the convenience of sad society.” (24 Sgptember 1832 Meseting, Baptist
Records HHS) On October 22, the committee reported that the cost of the building would likely
amount to $1,600 plus the vaue of the old house, recommending that the building be the samewidth
& the old building and fifty feet in length. The congregation voted to erect a new medtinghouse to be
located in the center of the same lot but Sted two rods doser to the road. Haskdll, Willard, and Scott
gathered subscriptions and superintended  the building of the new medtinghouse.  In 1834 Jacob
Haskell and others were given leaveto build a horse shed behind the medtinghouse. ( 3 April 1834
Mesting, Baptist Records, HHS) The old medtinghouse was moved acrassthe road and converted to
resdentia use  In the mid-1830s, it sarved as a boardinghouse for the Still River Academy and later
& a private resdence; it burned in 1910.

(continued)
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The form and ormament chosen for the new Still River Baptist Church follow petterns emerging for
rurd church buildings during the previous two decedes The nave-plan church, in which dip pews ae
aranged <0 that all members of the congregation face the preacher, wes well esteblished as the
preferred choice during the early decades of the 19th century in rural New England. It was therefore
not surprising that the congregation would choose this new "face forward" arrangement to replace ther
ealier arangement of pews in a medinghouse plan. For their exterior ornament, the church medea
more unusud choice, salecting the particularly ecclesagicd Gothic rather than the extraordinarily
popular Gresk or generdly dasscd mode of the period. Beginning early inthe 19th century, the
Gothic mode enjoyed increesng popularity for New England churches, not surprisingly first sdected
among the newly independent Protestant Episcopal Church.

By the second quarter of the 19th century, however, an audere Gothic, achieved with the sdection of
the semi-projecting tower and lancet widows, was the only red dternative to the Greek. While cities
and port towns embraced this dternative style, the Gothic was far rarer among rural churches and
farmhouses.

The Church thrived throughout the 19th century due to Still River's concentration of Baptists and the
genad growth of this and other dissenting denominations. Baptist groups in surrounding localities
split off from the Still River Church to form their own churches, in Littleton in 1822, in West
Townsend in 1827, in Bolton in 1833, and Lancader in 1847, as well as in Leominger and Fitchburg.
This church experienced its grestest growth between 1835 and 1842, and the society added Sabbath
school to weekly preaching. 1n 1867 the society voted to repair and expand the meetinghouse, in part
to accommodate these auxiliary medtings The new vestry extended from the et or rear of the
church and meeaured 22 by 32 feet and 12 feet in height. The committee of Willard, Chasg, and Levi
Howard was gppointed to raise a subscription, borrow any additional funds needed, and superintend
the condruction. Three years later, William Bowles Willard, an active membear and benefactor of the
church, gave a large new organ to the congregation (Lawrence 1926: passim; Baptist Records, HHS:
pasim). The organ was manufactured by George Stevens (1803-92) of Eag Cambridge. At Ead
Cambridge, Stevens and his primary competitors specidized in the manufecture of small and medium-
Szed consarvative organs for smal congregations.  Stevenstook over the factory of William Goodrich,
founder of the industry in the Boston areg, and his business expanded to become the region's larges.
From his factories on Fifth Strest and on Bridge Strest, Stevens and his smal shop congtructed more
than 800 organs (Maycock 1988: 199-200). The ingallation of this large organ brought a
reconfiguration of the vestibule and sanctuary of the church, &s its niche penetrated and divided the
vestibule and the gallery.

By the turn of the century, another round of dterations was meade to the building and lot. An adjacent
lot to the south was purchasad in 1898 from Luther Willard, measuring 50" in width and ebout 145 in
length. (WCRD 1882:67) In 1902 the vestry was rebuilt, more than doubling the available goece
aong the plans that survive today, a acogt of $1,300. This new gpece provided room for Sunday
school dasses and various church-group mestings, an office for the minister, and a kitchen. Until this

(continued)
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Foece was congructed, many of these activities had taken place in the Baptist parsonage, which from
1868 to 1939 was the Haskell House a 216 Still River Road (MHC #142). The 20th century
witnessad the erodon of this religious community. In atown where once there was a Congregationd,
a Unitarian, a Universalist, a Methodigt, as well as a Baptist church, the early 20th century saw
mergers of old rivals. With no minister of its own dnce 1938, the Still River Baptists dhared a pastor
with the Bolton Baptist Church from 1939 to 1955. In that year the Baptists united with the
Evangdlicd Congregationa Church in Harvard Center.  In 1966 the Still River Baptist Church
officially dishbanded and began to make the arrangements that eventudly led to the sde of the property
to the Harvard Historical Society in 1970.

Founded in 1897, the Harvard Historical Society had formerly bean located in a room within the
Harvard Public Library in Harvard Center.  The wing and vestry were renovated and rededicated in
1987 as the Sturdy Memorial Hall to house the Historical Society's archives and collections. The
Harvard Historical Society hes recently acquired property behind the meetinghouse, including the
Willard-Watt Cottage and a smdl combination garage and cottage that now sarves as itsArchives
Center. The full ownership history of the land is not known, but the house may date to the sscond
quarter of the 19th century. The house and land have been varioudy assodiated with Still River
landowning families, including the Chaplins, Farwells, Athertons, Lawrences, and Willards.

In the 20th century the house was owned by the Scotts and their heir PriscillaSibley, and & thistime
the small camp is beieved to have bean congructed. The land was subsequently purchesad in five
smdl lots by the Wait family in 1966, the Watts sold the land to the Harvard Historical Society in
1992. (WCRD Res=arch by Richard Larkin) The active Historical Society assures an important role
for the Still River Baptist Church within the village and the town.

Archaeologicd Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described in Section 7 have the potentia to document the socidl,
cultural, and economic changes which occurred in the Still River Baptist Society from its 18th century
inception through the 20th century and the land use changes which took place to the First and Second
mestinghouses during that period. Archaeologicd survey and testing can document the types,
locations and integrity of resources that survive with the first medtinghouse ste and existing second
mestinghouse. Excavation and mapping of dructurd remains rdated to the 1782 church can provide
information relating to materids usad in the building's condruction and techniques ussd in the
congtruction process Detalled andyss of occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) can
aso provide us with examples of the activitieswhich took place & and around the church and insghts
into the lives of the church parishioners and Harvard/Still River resdents.  Archaeologica survivals
from the horse shed can provide as with information pertaining to 19th century methods of
trangportation and its availability to different members of the church. The andyds of archaeologica
aurvivals rdated to the Willard-Watt House can hdp document the ownership history of that building
and changes which have occurred to its form over time, both topics which are presently obscured by

(continued)
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its present condition and date of knowledge. Archaeological survivals rdated to the existing
camp/garage can dso document the land use history of that structure and the nature and local role of
its function as a camp.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description:

The bounderies of this property are marked on the atached Town of Harvard Assessor'sMap # 21
and include the parcd hdld by the current owner, the Harvard Historical Society.

Boundary Justification:
The bounderies of this property are those currently assodated with the Still River Baptist Church.

(end)
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