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The Ritter House is located onBeach Street in the Village of Vineyard Haven, the
town center of Tisbury onMrtha's Vineyard |sland. Theproperty conprises 1/6

of anacre andis surrounded by the commercial center of town. Vineyard Haven

is the major port of entry to the island. Beach Street is the main street |eading
to andfrom Vineyard Haven harbor andthe primary access in and out of town. A
smal | shingled structure housing office space stands t othe east of the house. A
hotel andenclosed swi mming pool stand immediately west. Thefire station and a
mot el occupy land directly across the street. Theproperty is landscaped with tall
mapl e trees andlow shrubbery.

The Ritter House is the only Federal period house remaining onthis stretch of

Beach Street. |t is a 2%story ridge roof buildingwith a chimey rising at both
gable ends. Thefive bay wide by tw bay deep central hall plan house has anearly
two story el | addition projectingfrom the north (rear) elevationwhich fornms a T-plan.
The wood franme house is sheathed with horizontal weatherboards covered with clapboards
painted white. Therear additionis shingled andalso painted white. The corner-
boards are plain. Theentablature is nolded and has cornice returns. Fenestration

on the main house is 12/12 with rmuch original glass remaining. Woden wi ndow cornices
are representative of a masonry jack arch. Fenestration onthe el | additionis 2/2
with plainarchitraves.

The symmetrical facade faces south on Beach Street. Thesix panel center door is
flanked by fluted pilasters which support a modillioned open triangular pediment above.
The door is headed by a semi-circular fanlight which has been replaced with vertical
panes of red andorange Victorianstyle etched glass. Thefirst story windows are
framed by |ouvered shutters. The east and west elevations each have two symmetrically
placed windows onthe first andsecond stories anda single window in the gable overhead.
The north (rear) elevation has a second story doorway at itseastern end. Thisi s

a doubl e wooden door with tw vertical |ights anda panel bel ow on each side. The door
is headed by three lights. | tis presuned to have led to the roof of a small shed

whi ch has been removed. There is a skylight in the roof above.

The el | additionis tw bays wide by tw bays deep with a low pitched, almost flat roof.
There i s a narrow wooden door with a single rectangular light at the eastern end of
the north elevation of the ell.

The interior of the house retains nost of itsoriginal flavor. Thewoodwork and floors
are almost al loriginal. Floor boards are of varying widths andare painted. Walls

are plastered. Each roomretains wainscoting with nolded panels andsinple ornanentation.
Each roomhas a fireplace with a mantel with a nol ded panel above and decorative

mol di ngs flankingit. Dianmond shaped nol dings are found in tw of the roons. Wde

nmol ded entablatures are also found, again with the dianond motif and dentils.

A bat hroom has been added t o the second floor. Theel |l houses the kitchen.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ritter House is significant as one of thefewsurvivors of thegreat Vineyard

Haven fire of 1883, and as a building which served as aninn and hone t o nany
promnent citizens during thel9th century. The house gains architectural significance
through itssinple Federal styling andwell preserved interiors.

The house i ssituated onthefirst road tobelaid outi n Tisbury, originally called
Quality Street. During the19th century, thestreet waslined with homes similar

to theRitter House. Al | were razed, noved or burned i nthefire. Qn August 11,
1883 thefire destroyed nore than 60buil dings along Main Street. TheRitter House
was t hefirst saved along Beach Street, which adjoins Main Street. Local tradition
hol ds that Dr. Charles Lane, theowner at thetime of thefire, attired i nfrock

coat andsilk hat as usual, appeared just as theflames were about t oreach the house
and used his tall silk hat as afire bucket t oextinguishsparks ontheroof.

The house was built i n1796 for Jireh Luce, born in Rochester i n1776. Holr.es Hole,

as thetown was then known, was recogni zed as a separate parish of thetown of

Tisbury i n1796. The Vineyard was at this time recovering from econom c disaster
following thegreat losses of sheep and ships (the main 18th century sources of

income) during theRevolutionary War. Thedevel opment of Holnes Hole as a major
Vineyard village occurred a century and a half after Edgartown and alnmost as long after
M ddl etown, nowcalled West Tisbury.

Rufus Spaulding arrived from Connecticut c.1800 and becane t hesecond owner of t hehouse.
According t oBanks' The History of Martha's Vineyard, the Ritter House "...was an | nn
before 1800 t o about 1812, being the residence of avillage factotum Dr. Rufus
Spaul di ng, whowas a doctor, postmaster, justice, village librarian, inn-keeper, and
Master of t helodge of Masons." Spaulding was also elected selectman i n 1803.

Later residents of the house included Stephen deNerville, a French sea captain who
married t hedaughter of anoccupant and stayed i nthe house. Hanna de Nerville, who
occupied the house i nt hesecond half of thel9th ¢, wasmarried toOric P. Bransconb;
hence it became known as the Bransconb House. Gilbert S Smith, another seacaptain,
purchased the house i n1902. Snith had gone t o sea on awhaling vessel at age 14. Durinf
World War | the house was acquired by M.and Ms. Henry A Ritter. M. Ritter was a

long time principal of the Tisbury School. The house was saved from demolition i n

1976 and i s currently leased tothe Martha's Vineyard School Committee for use as the
Superintendent of Schools' headquarters.

The house preserves thedignity, beauty and continuity of alnmost 200 years of Vineyard
tradition and history.
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