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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The McClure-Barbee House, 304 South Fourth Street, Danville,
Kentucky, remains largely the same as it was when it was
built a century and a half ago. Containing two stories with
nine rooms, the house is constructed of bricks fired from
yellow clay - an attribute that is rare in southern Greek
Revival architecture. The recessed front porch renders
the house signlflcant Typically Kentuckian in its layout,
the house is L-shaped and has a porch along the southwestern

~side of its rear extremity. Interior mantels and woodworks
.are ordgginal. Shutters are a dark green; the columns and
exterior trim is a brilliant, whlte A sunken garden con-

stitutes the backyard.

Dr. George McClure, who has lived in the house since lﬁag

reports that no one in his family has ever made any stru€turt

al modifications to the house. |Inspection reveals however,
three changes that were made sometime in the half century
prior to the McClure's ownership. These changes are three-
fold: (A) The ell on the south side of the house had been
added; today it is used as a bathroom and 7§ obscured from
exterior view by foliage. (B) At one time, there were doors
at either emdecof the portico that led into the bedroom and

parlor; these entrances have been bricked over. (C) The pret

sent kitchen area has also _been added to the house, and the
old kitchen became the present dlnlng room.

| 1
Agaln, these changes were made sometlme before the turn of t}
century; the external appearance of the house remai ., for
all practical purposes, unaltered. o
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McClure-Barbee House, 304 South Fourth Street, Danville, must
surely rank as one of Kentucky's,fif not one of the nation's,
finest examples of Greek Revivalism in America's architectural
history. T 2

Designed by one of central Kentucky's mostipeominent architects
Robert Russel (1792-1873), and built perhaps as late as 1852,
the house is a marked departure from Russell$sother works in
that the portico is inset between the end rooms and is support-

ed by two very simple Doric dolumns. In none of his other
structures does Russel exhibit such symetrical and simple taste}
‘Tts uniqueness and beauty has led Rexford Newcomb to include
the house in his Okd Kentucky Architecture as one of the state's
brightest architectural gems. And Talbot Hamlin has sadd of the
McClure-Barbee House that:::"the essential beauty of the

(American Greek Revival) style is beautifully shown in the

simplgﬂ.dmgnified, and beaut{fq[hy‘gtogotgiqqqd ﬁecgsqu porch ™

aia

The house is of outstanding significance as a beautiful example
of Southern ante-bellum architecture. Certainly, Russel, who
also designed '"0lde Centre'" and Danville's First Presbyterian
Church Building, and Samuel Porter Barbee, its first occupant,
and commissioner of Russel, deserve much credit for leaving
such a fine legacy.

Barbee did not actually stay in the house for too long a period
and ownership has changed many times over the years. Perhaps,
the house's most prominent occupant was Dr. Stephen L. Yerkes,
tong time President of the now defunt Danvitle Theological
Seminary. During the Civil War the school remained strongly
pro-Union in an otherwise Southern-sympathizing section of the
State.

In 1908, Professor George McClure of the Kentucky School for the
Deaf, purchased the house; upon his death, it passed to his son)|
Dr. George M. McClure.
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