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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
IK NAME
0. - . n.r! \
Alle™*itexcuse .
l-ce 17 W4
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Red Rocks N
2. LOCATION
STREET ANDNUMBER:
927 Exchange St,
CITY OR TOWN: 'A4 \
Bnporia
STATE copE COUNTY: CODE
Kansas 66801 2U Lyon 111
3. CLASSIFICATION -
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
| | District N Building 1 Public Public Acquisition: E Occupied es:
Q Site [ Structure ® Private 1 In Process | | Unoccupied 1 Restricted
| 1 Object | | Both r~1 Being Considered | | Preservation work | | YUnrestricted
. ® No
in progress
PRESENT USE fChecic One or Afore as Appropriate;
[ I Agricultural i | Government 1 Park r~) Transportotion | | Comments
! i Commercial I I Industrial Private Residence 1 Other (‘Specify;
{ | Educotional 1 Military | | Religious
[ | Entertainment I I Museum | | Scientific
4. OWNER OF property
OWNER’S N AME: — .
William L. White
STREET AND NUMBER;
927 Exchange St,
OR TOWN: . STATE; . CODE
FITY O TOWN Stporia Kansas 668o0i 20
[g. LOCATION OF LEOAL DESCRIPTION iii

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Register of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

Lyon County Courthouse

CljvV OR TOWN:

Emporia

REPRESENATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Federal Writers* Project of the Works Progress AdministratioriA

DATE OF SURVEY: 1739 U Federal O state

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STATE;
Kansas

COUNTY:

Lyon

FOR NFS USE ONLY

Kansas 66801

Q County 1 Local

Records destroyed, A guide book. Kansas, was oublished

STREET AND NUMBER 19397

CITY OR TOWN:
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co



\7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

. ) 1 Excellent £] Good Q Foir 1 Deteriorated 1 Ruins 1 Unexposed
“nwniTinKi
U\ 1 IL/IN
(Check One) (Check One)
in Altered Q] Unaltered N Moved g Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Allen White House (Red Rocks) is a three-story
masonry and frame building surrounded by stately elms and shrubbery.
The first story is of red rough-hewn Colorado sandstone while the
second story is built of matching red brick. The third floor is
of irood frame and half timber construction. The building is
rectangular with a hexagonal bay on the northeast corner where
the living room is situated. The house has a steep intersecting
gable roof covered with slate shingles, "There are three dormers
on the south side and one on the north to break the roof line.
The two chimneys are ornately capped with corbeled brick detail.
The north front entrance is sheltered by a small gabled porch,
not so steeply pitched as the roof of the house. All windows of
the house are rectangular; the third floor windows and those on

the second floor above the north entrance are casement, while the >

remainder are double hung. A colonnade, garden, and courtyard m

are located south of the house. m

After a fire in the early 1920’s, the first floor was restored

from a new design by Frank Lloyd Wright, The exterior was also

modified and the colonnade and sunken courtyard were added. Z
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE / \3?/7':,’“;';»\ & -7)\/’

The house now known s the William Allen White House was BRALE
in the 1880's for Judge“Almerin Gillette, a wealthy Emporia lawyer
and cattleman., It was built partly of brick and partly of stone from
the Garden of the Gods in Colorado, Because of Gillette's financial
reverses, the house came into the possession of a mortgage company
from whom White purchased it in 1900 for $6,000. In the early.
1920's it was damaged by e, and the restoration was based on plans
drawn for White by Frank“Lloyd Wright, The rear courtyard with its
colonnade and the living room are said to show best the Wright in-
fluence.

William Allen White (1868-19L)) was born in Emporia and grew
up in Eldorado, where he first worked in a newspaper office. After
attending the College of Fmporia and Kansas University, he worked
on newspapers in Eldorado and Kansas City,

In 1895 he bought the Emporia Gazette. He first gained national
prominence with his editorial "WhatTs the Matter with Kansas," which
was widely circulated by the Republicans in the election campaign
of 1896 as an anti-Populist, anti-Bryan tract, Besides writing for
the Gazette, he wrote short stories, novels, magazine articles, and
political Iiterature, as well as his autobiography. He received
the Pulitzer prize for the best editorial article written in 1923,

In 1899 White called himself "an uncompromising Republican,"

But when t he national Republican party split in the 1912 convention,

he joined Theodore Roosevelt's Progressives, and in 192); he ran for
Ig{overnor as an independent to fight the Ku Klux Klan influence in
ansas,

William Allen White was a many-sided person: a friend and
confidant of Presidents, a power to be reckoned with in Kansas Re-
publican politics, a crusader and reformer, a local editor boosting
his community and his state, and a spokesman for middle class, small
town America, o

"7 "His influence far transcended that of any other smzll town
newspaperman, Publisher of the Gazette for over LO years, his
writings on national and international issues received attention
in all parts of the country,

~ Because of the importance of William Allen White to Journalism
and politics, his house is considered worthy of nomination to the
National Register. The fact that Frank Lloyd Wright's plans were
used in the restoration of the home would bring added significance
since Wright designed very few Kansas buildings,
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NAME AND TITLE: .
Richard Pankratz, Planner
ORGANIZATION DATE
Kansas State Historical Society December 1, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: . i
120 West Tenth St,
CITY OR,TOWN: STATE copE
Pepeka Kansas 66612 20

ATIO

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National f{g] State [] Local [

vme _ P e N Y3l

¢ Nyle H. Miller *

TitleExecutive Secretary, Kansas State
Historical Society

The recommended

Date December 30, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is, included in the

National Register.

Chief, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Freservation

MAY 14 1971
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES COUNTYLyon
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9.

(Number all entries)

National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings (federal)
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

801 19th St., N, W,

Washington, D, C, Code: 11

Survey of Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas {state)
1957

Kansas State Historical Society

120 West Tenth St,

Topeka, Kansas 66612 Code: 20

White, William Allen, "Autobiographical Material," Manuscript
dated June 5, 1699, in the Kansas State Historical Society
library.

White, William Allen, The Autobio%agm of William Allen White
(New York, Macmillan Co., 19L6). -
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White, William Allen, House

Name of Property

Lyon County, Kansas

County and State

Figure 1: HABS Site Plan (2002). Note: A visitor’s center replaced the garage in 2003.
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White, William Allen, House
Name of Property

Figure 2: 1911 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map — Emporia, Kansas (page 5)
This issue of the Sanborn Maps is the first to cover this neighborhood.
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White, William Allen, House Lyon County, Kansas

Name of Property County and State

Figure 3: Contextual Map. Google.com (2013).

The William Allen White property, at right, is located three blocks east of downtown Emporia.
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White, William Allen, House

Name of Property

Figure 4

William Allen White House

923 & 927 Exchange Street

Emporia, Lyon County, KS

Datum: WGS84

Latitude/Longitude: 38.409485 /-96.175417
Google.com (2013).

Lyon County, Kansas

County and State
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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Hon. Keith G. Sebelius

Hon. Joe Skubitz
“Hon. Garner E. Shriver

Hon. Larry Winn, Jr.

United States Senate

Washington, D.C.

4150 notified: Yon. Rovert J. Dole

cc?

m‘{ 18 9n

Heme James Be Poovson

United Uintes Cennte

Vasiington, .C.

Dear Senstor Pooyreons

We are pleassd to dnform yeu thot the historice propexides listed on
the cnclosure have bren nominoted by the State Lisicon Officer
appointed by the Governor for the frplasentation of the Hotional

Sisteric Drescrvation Progrent in Honsas end have been entered into

the hationnol Fegfoter of Mistorie Pluccs, Semator Robert J. Dole

and the oppronriste Fepresentatives slso have boen provided with

ashington, D.C.

d this infoetion. By copy of thie leticr, the State Lisioon

.

Icuse of Representatives

I
W

CfTicer, tre yle H. Miller, Ceorclary, Kansas Otste Bistorical
Bociety, 120 West 10th Otreet, Topeka, Hanses 66012, has likcvine
been notificde A leaflet explaiming the Hationml Reglster is

encloaed,
o
\a Sincerely yvowrs,
¥ _
~

(Sisneq

g |
'i Directar
rg Mclosures
f WAY 14 19N
g Entered in the datioral Negistcr
A

cc: Mr. Iyle H. Miller, Sccretary, Kansas State Historical Society,
120 West 10th Street, Topeka, Kansas 66612
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

KANSAS

Maupin-Mecaskey House
Constitﬁtion'nall

St. Fidelis Catholic Church
Pawnee Indian Village Site
Buresh Archaeological Site

White (William Allen) House

0ld Sedgwick County Courthouse

{
Wichita City Hall

Douglas County
Lawrence, Kansas

Douglas County
Lecompton, Kansas

Ellis County
Victoria, Kansas

Republic County
Republic, Kansas

- Sumner County

Caldvell, Kansas

Lyon County
Emporia, Kansas

Sedgwick County
Wichita, -Kansas

Sedgwick County

"Wichita, Kansas



“MAY 8

H30-IR

Mr. Ryle H. Hiller

Secretary
Kensas State Historical Sceiety

120 Vest 10th Street

Topeka, Kensas GGO12

Dear Mr. Millex:

Ve axre pleased to inform you that the histaric properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the Hational Register of Historie
Places. Scnators James B. Pearson and Rubert J. Dole and the
appropriete Representatives are being informed. A leaflet
explaining the liational Register is enclosed for esch of the
property owners. Please vithhold any publicity on this until you
have received & carbon copy of the Congressional correspondences.

Bincerely yours,
(Signed)

Directorx

Enclosures

MAY 14 1971
Intered in the lstional Registex

cc:

R
DHerrick:sam  5/6/7L BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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—
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Wichita City Hall

Douglas County
Lavrence, fansas

Douglas County
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Ellis County
Victoria, Kansas

Republic County
Republic, Kanseas

Swnexr County
Caldwell, Kansas

Lycen County
Emporla, Kansas

Sedgwick County
Wichita, Kuansas

Sedrwick County
¥Wichita, Kansas
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