FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION | %
Office Olthe Secretary, State House, Boston
1. Town Andover
Address 28 Essex Street
Name dickering House

Present use residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner Walsh, George & Martha

Description:
Date ca. 1830-35
Al fred Poore
Sour ce AB vertical filesc
Style Feder al - Greek Revi val
4. Map. Draw sketch of building,location Architect Jacob Chigkering
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Clapboard
Outbuildings (describe) Garage
19/324",60/4724650
Other features 26 stories; gable roof;
center chimney; classical center entrance
vestibule w/ sidelights; cornice molding;
5-bay facade; windows have panelled corner
blocks & .center block, 6/6 ggsh; 2-stc>ry
gabled rear ell
Altered i-story side add. Date ppth cent.
Moved Date
Lot size: Mg 55, Parcel 54
One acre or less N Over one acre
Approximate frontage '
Approximate distance of building from street
20'
6. Recorded by W. Frontiero
Organization
Date 7 Aug., 1980
(over)

37M-7-77



7, Original owner (if known) Jacob Chickering

Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  sane

Thenes (check as many as applicabl e)

Abori gi nal o > Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Educat i on Religion
Architectural . X Expl oration/ Sci encel

The Arts settl ement i nvention
Conmrer ce ' - I ndustry Soci al /
Conmmruni cat i on Mlitary humani tari an
Communi ty devel opnent Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (includeexplanation of themes checked above)

10.

No. 28 Essex Street was built ca. 1830-35 by Jacob Chickering as hi sown residence.
Chi ckering (1806-1887) noved frcm the North Parish tothe South Parish at age 12

and apprenticed as a carpenter under Stej”en Holt; for a short time he was engaged
in business with Capt. Nathaniel Whittier. Chickering was self-enployed as a
carpehter, hoi;jsewight, and "artist" until about 1856, \*en he established a

piano manufactory i nAndover. Bie business was only marginally successful and
Chickering continued with smaller building projectsuntil a decade before hi s death
in 1887. Chickering i sthought to have occupied No. 28 Essex St. until hi snmarriage
to Sarah MacMirphy i n 1835, when he noved across the street toNo. 29 and gave this
house t o hi s parents.

The building I san early exanpl e of Chickering's unique bland of conservative form
attd creative deted.ling. His characteristic attantion todetail i sbest evidenced

in the panelled cornerblocks and centerbl ocks of thew ndows. The delicate
proportions of these features i sccwpletnented by t heclassical doorway, 6/6 sash™{ir
and cornice mol ding, holdovers from the Federal period.

The Chickering House i ssignificant (1) for its design, construction, and occupation
by Andover's |eading architectiitral designer of themd-19th century, Jacob Chickering;
and (2) as a strong exarrple of transitional styling, featxaringChickering's noted
comer bl ock xnotif. The property retainsintegrity of design, materials, worknanship,

and setting; it meets criteria B and Cof theNational Register, .
WA OWASAN ALLIEUAtT A

Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Andover Vital Records to 1850
Andover Town Directories, 1891,1897,1899,1900 Tax Iist
Andover Historical Society files; (Chickering)
Chi ckering, Jacob; Mscellaneous Uncataloged bills, building estimtes, receipts,
1834-1878; North Andover Historical Scociety
Interviewwith Lillian Conroy, 29 Essex Street.
Andover Advertiser; July 24, 1858
Poore, Dr. Alfred; "A Genealogical-Historical Visitation of Andover i n Year
1863" - Essex Insitute Historical Collection, July 1913, p. 239-252
Andover Townsnan, Sept. 9, 1976
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