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DESCRIPTigN

<CQ_5IpITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED . X-UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND CR G NAL (IF KNOMY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Situated on thesouth side of Conmercial Street, thenarrow, meandering
mai n business and comrercial hyway of this Cape God conmmunity, t he
Provincetown Post Office, bordering Cape God Bay with itsrear property
line, i stheprime stabilizingelement i ntheneighborhood. Originally
the residential area of |ate eighteenth and nineteenth century
Provincetown, theclosely built, one and two story wooden structures
house every imaginable enterprise one might find i na close-knit sumer
resort and tourist area. Scattered anong these colonial buildings are
several Second Enpire, Italianate and Victorian hones on t henorth side
of Commercial Street. . . . !

The site i ssmall, with driveways filling each side yard of the building.
The rear of thelot i sentirely paved for postal and patron parking.
Smal | grassed plots, fronting each wing flanking thecentral core, are
planted with m d-height evergreens.

The Post Office i sa striking two-story central core, Georgian style
building with flanking one story wings. Generally "T' shaped, sone
90 feet wide by 80 feet deep, thebuilding contains 5,980 square feet
of space on thefirst floor and 3,120 square feet of office space on
the deep second floor core. The construction consists of cdncrete
foundations on spread footings and caissons, a basement only at the
rear section of thecentral core, masonry bearing walls, reinforced
concrete floor slabs and steel and wood roof fram ng.

Four broad,-, granite steps lead totheslightly projected thrtee bay
loggia, slightly recessed fromthefront facades of t heflanking wings.
Li mestone. belts span thebrick piers at thespringline' d' e&h arch.
Large, multi-paned wood, double hung wi ndows, rectangular i nshape,
flank t hecentral pavilion on theinner loggia wall, which features A
the traditional, lead patterned fanlight transom over theentrance
doors. A separate door i ntheright wall of theloggia leads to the
enclosed, interior stair servicing thesecond floor offices. The
original colonial lantern, suspended fromtheloggia ceiling, graces
the central arch and pavilion. The large second floor w ndows,
centered over theentrance arches and simlar tothose at theentrance,
are capped with flat brick arches centered with |imestone keystones.
The sane detailed fenestration i sfeatured on each upper side facade
of thecentral core, over theroofs of theone story wings.

The facades of thebuildings arefaced with a full range of warmred
brick, laid i ncomon bond, differing fromthe nore usual English or
Fl em sh bonds normal |y associated with theGeorgian style. The
foundation, also brick faced, i sseparated fromthe wall nmass by a
i mestone watertable and belt course that girdles thebuilding at

the floor line.
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Each one story wing, flanking thedeep, ornately carved, two story core,
features two nonunental, segmented arched w ndows, equally spaced ont he
front and rear facades, and four simlar wi ndows, again equally spaced,
grace theend elevations of theflanking wings. The wide, traditional
brick quions of this period style provide simplistic ornamentation on
each exterior corner. The facades of each wing are capped by |imestone
cornices, ornamented with rugged modillions and supporting thebrick
parapet. The blind [imestone feature panels i ntheparapet are centered
over thefenestration of thefront and rear of the wings. O the side
facades however, they areplaced over thebrick piers that separatethe
fenestration.

The deep, two story central core i scapped with a superbly detailed gable
roof facing thestreet in pediment motif, with thesturdy, cut modillions
bracketing thelimestone cornice that creates a brick tynmpanum punctuated
with a circular window. The sloping roofs facing theside elevations,
supported by thefamiliar |imestone modillioned cornice, are enhanced by
six half-round dormers, deeper than thetypical 'eyebrow w ndows, that
allow natural lighting topenetrate theattic space. Surmountingthe

hi gh roof and centered on thelobby space i sa nicely detailed, colonial
wi ndowed cupola, acting as a visual 'beacon', identifyingthis |andmark
fromtherenote parts of Commercial Street.

The |obby i sexceptional. Ten foot high, gray marble wainscotting
surrounds theterrazzo flooring of thelobby. Ahighly articulated
wood, classical enframenent, with sem -connected colums supporting a
broken pediment, graces the vestibule's entrance and containsthe

| eaded fanlight transom that mrrors the main, exterior entrance.

The arched motif of thefront facade i sreflected i nthelobby, with
each wall separated into three, arched segments. The center archi n
each wall i spromnent and al | | ockboxes and service w ndow |ocations
are surnounted by thedelicate, arched fanlights. The rich detailing
of theplaster soffits i srepeated at thelongitudinal plaster beans
that separate theceilinginto theeverpresent three bay themne.
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SPECIFIC DATES Designed 1931 BUILDER/ARCHITECTJ-»- Wetmore, Act. Sup. Arch't.

Constructed 1932 Rat ner - St anhope Corp., Contrs.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed i n1932, t heProvincetown Post Office possesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials and workmanship, as well as a
significant association with theFederal Governnent's new, activist role
in attemptingtostimulate thedepressed econony while demonstrating

power and stability. Additionally, this building exemplifies theultimate
of thehigh standards set by theTreasury Architects i npresenting the
monumental ity of theFederal Presence i na small, quaint conmunity

without totally overwhelming thecharacter of t heneighborhood. |t thus
nmeets National Register criteria A and C

Provincetown, ancient by anglo-anerican standards i nternms of history,
is actually thenewoner on t he Cape when conpared t ot hesocial and
comrercial interaction of theother towns i nthearea. Wth fishing as
its sole resource and shippingas its only method of transportation, the
town, incorporated i n1722, actually ceased toexist during boththe
Revol utionary Vér and t he War of 1812, when British warships usedt he
sheltered harbor as their port. B. 1835 however, wharves had been built
to accoTranodate t hegrowing fishing industry, theCounty Road had been
extended tothetown's border and t hepopul ationcontinued t o expand
with peoples of diversified ethnic backgrounds. Portuguese mariners
becane t hedonminant group i ntheconmmunity.

The Civil Vér brought great prosperity toProvincetown with theever-
increasing denmand for salt codtofeed theArmes of theRepublic. The
Afishing fleet expanded and a new comercial and business popul ation
becane firmy entrenched i nthis former, fishing village. Passenger
ships and mai | packets from Plymouth and Boston now docked at the
waterfront and, with t heextension of thed d Colony Railroad i n 1873,
Provincet own becane solidly united with theentire country. Conmercial
and residential construction boormed i nthearea and, conformingto
"yankee thrift', many homes l|ocated i ntheoutlying, deserted fishing
ham ets were floated across thebay for permanent relocation on Bradford
and Commercial Streets. (ne such structure, nmoved from Long Pointto
town, becane an early, i fnot thefirst post office in Provincetown.
This building still stands as a residence at 256 Bradford Street.
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The turn of thecentury evidenced a decline at the waterfront, t he
heart of thecomunity. Although still a prime fishing port with new
cold storage warehouses, fifty odd piers, lost i nthePortland Gal e of
1898 had not been replaced and tourists, arriving by both railroad

and steam packets, were t hebeginning of a new, diversified econonic
base for t hecomunity. Al | Provincetown industry had been ancillary
to thecod-fishing fleet, which was slowly noving up thecoast tobase
in Boston, and "Tourism' and t henew attraction of 'bohemian lifestyle'
began t o change t hepattern of thecomunity. Many fish shacks and
resi dences on Commercial Street were converted into |arge-w ndowed
restaurants and stores, catering tothenew trade. Fish and salt-
storage houses were rehabilitated as artists lofts and playhouses.

New construction however, continued tobe rare.

Wth t heDepression of 1929, t hepopulation of Provincetown, which had
been i ndecline since 1915, increased yearly through 1936, possibly
indicating an upswing i nthefishing livelihood, but probably adding
additional artistic tenpernent tothe ' boheman' elenment. Construction
of new buildings and major renovation projects were virtually non-
existant. | twas i nthis atmosphere that t henew Post Office was
considered forthrnowresort area of Provincetown. There was no

evi dence discovered, during research, as topolitical influence that
woul d dictate theplacement of this structure i nthecomunity, but it
was unusual fora small, non-industrial area toreceive governnental
consideration as early as 1931. Prior tothe 1930 Amendnent t o The
Public Buildings Act, Federal awards were 'said t ohave been given for
political favors, conpensating thesenators and gongressnen f or their
favorable vote i nthetrue, 'pork-barrel' tradition. New prograns
however, gave legitimate consideration tothose comunities demonstrating
actual business needs and nore spatial requirements for their existing
Federal agencies. Provincetown now receivedits first Federal Property,
save foritstwo lighthouses, tobe located on the water's edge,-half-
way down Coiranercial Street, then thewestern border of t hebusiness area.

The Provincetown Post Office was designed during thetenure of Acting
Supervising Architect James A Wtnore. Treasury policy, during these
years of theDepression, was t headaptation of distinctvie |obby and
facade treatment t o standardized plans and details, quickly producing
enpl oynent f or t hestagnant construction trades. The building nass and
facade intent was designed t oexpress thestrength and ideals of the
Federal Governnent, indicating its stability during adverse times and
presenting a reassuring, tangible monunent, i na style with whichthe
local citizens felt confortable.
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This fine brick ediface, enbodying thebest principles of GCeorgian
architecture, i sbeautifully designed and detailed, a tributeto the
efforts of theTreasury Architects. Both bold and sensitive, this
strong architecture i srepresentative of thegovernment's active role
in stimulating theeconony and expressive of thehigh ideals setforth
by t heHoover Administration. The architectural enrichment of the
facades i sreflected i nthecentral, public |obby, tobe enjoyed by
the patrons during thedaily interaction.

| mpressive i nitssurroundings and of considerable architectural merit,
the Provincetown Post Office continues toexpress theresplendent power
of theFederal Presence, and represents thebest efforts of Fine Rivival
style by theTreasury Architects. This crisp and strong ediface,
unaltered fromitsoriginal design, i sthe major stabilizingelenment

on Commercial Street and important for i tscontributing role toboth
Provincetown's environment and townscape.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Service Office
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA  02173-0324 - »

July 29, 1986

The Honorable Janes Jeffers

Town Manager, Town of Provincetown
Town Hal |

200 Commercial Street
Provincetown, M\ 02657

Dear Town Manager Jeffers: y' -

% '11 ¢ The US Postal Service i nconjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer i nBoston has evaluated the Min Post Officei n
Provincetown and has determined i ti ssignificant from an historical viewpoint.

In view of t heabove evaluation, theUS Postal Service intends t o nominate
this building t otheNational Register of Historic Places. W& would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

[ you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this ;
letter i ntheenclosed envelope.

Sincerely,

Gregor*"G~lleland
General

CC
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Department
475 LEnfant Plaza. SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

9y ..

Novenber 6, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shull "

Chief of Registration _ \
National Register of Historic Places , N
National Park Service -

Departnment of Interior
Washi ngton, DC  20240- 1002

Dear M. Shul |: >'e

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the post
office located at 217 Commercial Street, Barnstable County,
Provi ncetown, Massachusetts.

I'f you have any %uestions concerning this nomnation, please
contact ne at (202) 268-3107.

fohn S Sorenson

Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Real ty Acquisition Division

Office of Real Estate

At t achment



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER
REAL ESTATE DIVISION
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

Septenber 1, 1987 > ..

Ns. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration -i-
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of Interior ¢
Wshi ngton, OC  20240- 1002 -\ '
Dear M. Shull: ' *

The Postal Serviceis pleased t osubmt nomnations for the
followng Post Office facilities:

119 HmSt., Wrcester County, MIlbury, M

217 Gomerical St., Branstabl e County, Provincetown, M
37 Taunton Geen, Bristol Gounty, Taunton, M

2 Abbott St., Mddlesex Gounty, Véburn, M

58 Church S», Wrcester County, Whitinsville, M

321 Main St., Mddl esex County, \Wkefield, M

48 Waterford RJ., Mddl esex County, Wnchester, M

75 Park St., Bristol Gounty, Attleboro, M

90 Center St., Pynouth County, M ddl eborough, M\

o NoOUTRWN

Sone of these nom nations were submtted previously andreturned in
order that full quadrangle naps could be included. This has been
done inall cases.

Shoul d there be any questions concer ni ng t hese nom nations, please
do not hesitate tocall ne on 203-285 7181.

Sincerely,

Wlliam S
Real Estate Specialist, Principal

Encl osur es

cc:  John Sorenson
Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Véshi ngton, OC

A ¥



