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1. Name of Property
historic name  Viets Block (KHRI # 015-437; 015-438)

other names/site number  Viets Department Store; Skaggs Safeway Grocery Store, Calvert's Department Store

2. Location

street & number 427, 429, & 431 State Street D not for publication
city or town  Augusta D vicinity

state Kansas code KS county Butler ~_ code 015 zip code 67010

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _x___ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property x _ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

—:ﬁﬂ Mp/\jtatewide x_local 2 B 9- 0

Slgnature of ce lfy g official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property ___meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title / State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. NationAl Park Service Certification
I, hereby, gertify that this property is:

| entered in the National Register ____determined eligible for the National Register

__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

4612~

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action
















Viets Block Butler County, Kansas
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

En t i i i
far Natioral Register isting) (Enter categories from instructions)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
| X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our ARCHITECTURE

history. COMMERCE

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
— significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

[ X | of a type, period, or method of construction or o
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack c. 1900-1962

individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

c. 1900, 1916, 1923

Criteria Considerations — —

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) o
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
A purposes.

B removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder
Switzer, Joe (architect 1916)
F acommemorative property.

] O. Markley (builder 1916)

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

This building was built circa 1900 and housed two regionally important department stores and a grocery store
for part of this time. The period of significance begins with 1900, the estimated date of construction based on
Sanborn maps, and extends to 1962 — the 50-year cut-off date established by the National Park Service to
provide sufficient passage of time for objective evaluation of the historic resource eligibility at the time of
listing. This period includes two significant dates (1916 and 1923) when the building was significantly
renovated to reflect its current appearance.

Criteria Considerations (justification)
N/A



Viets Block / Butler County, Kansas
Name of Property County and State

Narrative Statement of Significance

Summary

The Viets Block (built c. 1900, 1916, 1923) is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion A for its association with local commercial history in the development of Augusta, and Criterion C as
a good local example of early 20" century Commercial-style architecture. The building’s first floor housed two
regionally important department stores — the Viets clothing and dry goods store during the early 20" century
and later Calvert’s department store. Other sources note the use of the second floor served as meeting space
for the local Elks lodge.

Elaboration

Augusta is located in south-central Butler County fifteen miles southwest of El Dorado, the county seat.
Although the earliest Euro-American settlers began arriving in the area shortly after Kansas Territory opened
for settlement in 1854, Augusta was not incorporated as a town until February of 1871. In succeeding years
and through the 1880s, churches, banks, schools, and business were established. The arrival of the first train
on the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad on May 8, 1880 signaled a period of growth for the young town, and
the following year, the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe completed its rail line to the town.’

By 1910, Augusta had a population of 1,235 and boasted two banks, three newspapers, several mercantile
houses, a good public school system, telegraph, telephone and express facilities, and a post office with four
rural free delivery routes.

Mercantile proprietor Charles A. Viets moved to Butler County during the early period of growth in the 1870s,
and would later open a business in downtown Augusta His brother C. L. Viets owned and/or operated a
clothing store in nearby Wichita during the 1910s.” The 1891 Sanborn map lists the area occupied by the
south two bays as the Viets store as ruins. The 1897 Sanborn map shows the area occupied by the south two
bays as the “Viets Block”. The map also shows the location of two skylights which appear in all subsequent
maps. This leads me to believe that the building shown in the 1897 map is the same that is existent today.

Charles Viets’ building evolved over time to reflect its current appearance. The earliest known photograph of
the building is an undated photograph from the early 1900s that depicts a one-story building with two
storefront entrances housing the Viets Clothing Company. An advertlsement in the Augusta Gazette in 1900
noted the building had been recently redecorated was a “Bower of Beauty.”

in 1916, Viets expanded the north bay to include a second story and remodeled the storefront. His business
operated out of all three first-floor storefronts, which were interconnected during the remodel. For the project,
he contracted with local architect Joe Switzer, and O. Markley was in charge of the work. The Augusta
Gazette reported that the new second story would cover the building currently occupied by the ladies’
department, which has a frontage of 25 feet and a lot depth of 115 feet. The contract called for stone and a
new front was planned. Work had begun by the beginning of May, and by June 1 the adjacent dry good
department was being remodeled.®

" William G. Cutler, History of the State of Kansas (Chicago: Andreas Publishing Co., 1883). Accessed online at
www kancoll.org.

Frank Blackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, vol. 1 (Chicago: Standard Publishing Co., 1912), 119-120.

Ancesry com. 1880 United States Federal Census [database online]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations inc,
2010 Images reproduced by FamilySearch.

* Wichita Beacon, 28 October 1915.

Augusta Gazette, 3 August 1900.

Augusta Gazette, 27 April 1916; 3 May 1916; 1 June 1916.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been State Historic Preservation Office
Requested) Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # __x_Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: Augusta Historical Museum

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _N/A

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre
(Do notinclude previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 14 678250 4171570 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

2 4
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The Viets Block sits at the southwest corner of State Street (east boundary) and 5th Street (north boundary).
An existing separate building that butts up against this property is the south boundary, and the west boundary
is the alley. These are lots 14, 15, & 16 of block 16, Augusta original township, Section 27, township 27,
Range 4E.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The nominated property includes the property currently and historically associated with the Viets Block.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Annette Rice and Bill Morris; SHPO edits

organization William Morris Associates, Architects date October 18, 2011

street & number 114 E 5" Street telephone 316-775-2590

city or town Augusta state KS zip code 67010
e-mail

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
e Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Historic images, maps, etc.)

Photographs:

Name of Property: Viets Block

City or Vicinity: Augusta
County / State: Butler County, KS
Photographer: Sarah Martin

Date Photographed:  December 22, 2011
Description of Photograph(s) and number:

10f13  East (front) and north (side) elevations, facing SW

20f 13  East (front) elevation showing northeast corner, facing S
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Figure 7: Early 20" century photograph of the Viets store, Augusta, KS

5
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Figure 8: Undated historic photograph of second floor interior
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME :

MULTIPLE
NAME :

Viets Block

STATE & COUNTY: KANSAS, Butler

DATE RECEIVED: 3/02/12 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 3/27/12
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 4/11/12 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 4/18/12
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER : 12000202

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

OTHER: N
REQUES N

PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
SAMPLE : N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT

___RETURN ____REJECT Lf-)d;' lleATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

Entered iR _
'[he National Register
of
Historic Places
RECOM. /CRITERIA
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE
TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.













































6425 SW 6" Avenue phone: 785-272-8681

Topeka, KS 66615 fax: 785-272-8682
a n S aS cultural_resources@kshs.org

Kansas Historical Speiety Sam Brownback, Governor
RECEIVED 2280 Jem ie Chinn, Executive Director

MAR 02 2012

*REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
February 28,2012 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, N. W.
8*" Floor (MS 2280)

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Please find enclosed the following National Register documents:

» ATSF Steam Locomotive #3415 — Abilene, Dickinson County (new nomination)
 Jackson-McConnell House - Junction City, Geary County (new nomination)
Viets Block - Augusta, Butler County (new nomination)

Please do not hesitate to contact me ifyou have any questions. | may be reached at 785-272-8681
ext. 216 or smartin@kshs.org.

Sincerely yours.

Sarah J. Martin
National Register Coordinator

Enclosures



