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The Yatesville Covered Bridge of Lawrence County (near the West Virginia Border) 
is located over Blaine Creek about 1000 yards off Yatesville Road (the community 
of Yatesville is now virtually non-existent).

The wooden structure is of William Howe's truss design. The board-and-batten 
siding is open at the top under the eaves in a clerestory-like effect and corrugated tin 
provides roofing. A single span of 128 feet, the bridge was for a long time painted 
barn-red.

About 25 yards to the south of the bridge is a stream-gauging station.

The bridge is no longer open to vehicular traffic. A pulleyed steel sedan beside 
the bridge has replaced its function, except for vehicles.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of two covered bridges in Lawrence County, Yatesville is the older of the 
pair, dating from 1907. It is located in the center of one of the flatter sides 
of meandering Blaine Creek, near Spankem Branch.

Like many bridges built after the 1880s it utilizes William Howe f s popular truss 
design. The steel rods were easily shipped and truss timbers could be prefabricated, 
making possible a quick assembly.
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According to Kentucky Department of Transportation measurements, the Yatesville 
Covered Bridge in Lawrence County is 130 feet in length.
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At one time Kentucky had hundreds of covered bridges spanning her rivers. Just 
prior to World War II, sixty-five were still standing. By 1952, the numbers had 
shrunk to thirty-nine. Now only sixteen remain. These sixteen, which represent 
a variety of structural types, are concentrated in the central and northeast sections 
of the state in the small communities or rural areas of the state.

Many reasons have been offered to explain the construction of covered bridges in 
Kentucky during the 19th century. The road across the bridges were kept dry and 
free of snow in winter. Most important, however, was the protection the covering 
over the bridges provided against the deterioration of the wood. It permitted the 
timbered trusses and braces to season properly and kept water out of the joints. The 
life of the bridge was, therefore, significantly prolonged, averaging, generally seven 
to eight times that of one left uncovered.

Many of the covered bridges owe their present survival to modern spans constructed 
nearby that relieve the covered bridges of heavy traffic. Six are now closed to 
vehicular traffic although, like the others, they are visited by large numbers of 
tourists. All but one are publicly owned. Few are well maintained and most are in 
need of immediate repair or restoration if their preservation is to be secured.



Diagram and Description of Howe Truss.

Howe (single)

9. THE HOWE TRUSS. In 1840, William Howe, 
wViO came from a family of inventors in Massachu­ 
setts, conceived and patented a truss similiar to th 
Long but with a most important improvement. He 
substituted iron rods for the wooden posts as 
tension members, eliminating one heavy timber am 
providing a means of easy adjustment by having 
screw ends with washers and nuts. The rods could 
be easily shipped and the truss timbers prefabricafr 
making possible a quick assembly. This truss 
gradually replaced other trusses; in fact very few   
covered bridges other than the Howe were erected ' 
after 1880 and it was easily the most popular desigr 
during the last half of the century, in the middle 
West, East and on the West Coast, where many new 
covered bridges appeared well into the 1900's, Like 
the Long Truss, the patents showed single timbers 
for posts and diagonals. Actually most bridges in 
the East and Midwest have two diagonal braces and 
one counterbrace in each panel and two vertical 
rods between, except that often the end panels have 
three rods. There are but five Eastern bridges not 
so designed. These are located at Conway, Mass. , 
Bean Blossom, Ind. , Marysville, Va. and two in 
South Carolina. We may designate these as "single 
Howe," as they have but one diagonal brace 
and one or more panel rods. Among the newer 
bridges of Oregon there are many single Howes, an< 
some counties adopted this as a standard type. Here 
there are usually a pair or more of diagonal braces 
and two or more panel rods. The center panel often 
has crossed diagonals, making a. most pleashig   
appearance with partially sheathed sides. Fifty oft! 
162 Howe bridges are in Oregon, 30 in Indiana, and 
20 in Ohio.
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