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AREA 
DEC 2 6 1989  
FORM NO. 

1625 

Town Worcester 

Address 68 Mason Street 

Hi s to r i c Nane Charles A. n a i l Three-Uecker 

Use: Present residential 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1896 

Source Worcester House Directory 

Style Queen Anne style Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard and cut 

Outbuildings none^_ 
"sTTTn̂ Te" 

Major Alterations (with dates) "one 

Condition excellent 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 acre 

Sett ing urban m u l t i - f a m i l y res iden t ia l 

neighborhood 

UTM REFERENCE 19/267290/4681980 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25, 000 

Recorded by Michael Steinitz 

Organization Clark University 

Date May 1980 

Revised by Michael S t e i n i t z for htiC - 12/68 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
T'leCharles A. Hall Three-Decker possesses i n t e r g i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. The building i s a representative example of the 
extension of multi-family r e s i d e n t i a l houses westward from downtown Worcester at the end 
of the i9t h century, as emoloymenc opportunities i n the c i t y ' s factories and businesses 
continued to expand. The building i s also a remarkably well-preserved example of the use of 
Queen Anne style design i n • local three-decker construction during the period. The 
Hall Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places, 
on tne l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 68 Mason Street i s an unusually well-preserved example of Queen Anne style 
three-decker construction i n Worcester. Sheathedin wood clapboard and cut shingle, the 
building has a characteristic side-hall plan, with a side-wall jog. The asymmetrical main 
facade contains an entry bay with a projecting f i r s t f l o o r porch, flanked by a projecting 
squared bay window. Although found i n other Worcester neighborhoods, the squared bay 
variation was unccrrimon i n the southern part of the c i t y . Here the bay i s decorated with 
cut shingle bands and window overhangs between stories, contains paired windows of 1/1 
sash topped by bracketed crowns, and i s capped by a projecting roof gable. Porch details 
include turned posts and heavy, curved decorative support brackets characteristic of the 
neighborhood. The entry has a double-leaf, panelled door. Regularly spaced decorative 
brackets, and larger, more elaborate corner brackets are located i n the roof cornice overhan; 
Window sash i s 1/1 and 2/1, with bracketed crowns, and geometric design stained glass 
windows l i g h t the s t a i r w e l l s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 

Erected ca. 1896, the Hall Three-Decker i s located at the southern periphery of a ' 
concentration of three-deckers b u i l t along Dewey Street and Bancroft Street i n the 
la s t decade of the 19th century, i n a mixed neighborhood of cottages, three-deckers, and 
factories southwest of downtown Worcester. The house was o r i g i n a l l y owned by Charles A. 
Hall, a salesman, and remained i n the Hall family u n t i l ca. 1920. In the 1920s, i t was 
owned and occupied by John J. Conway, a moulder. Besides Charles Hall, early residents 
( i n 1898) included A.B. Southwick, a machinist; and Harold Smith, a shipper. Occupants 
i n 1912 included Nelson Polter, an engineer; Charles Streeter, a conductor; Lawrence 
M i l l e r , a clerk; and George Kester, a provisions merchant. Residents i n 1920 included 
Ernest Harris, a rszor maker; and James Conway, a confectioner. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1896, 1898, 1912, 1920, 1930. 
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the Citv of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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Charles Hall Three-Decker, 68 Mason St., Worcester, MHC # 1625 
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