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Town Worcester

Addres 68 Maon Street

Historic Nare Charles A. nail Three-Uecker

Phao (3'x3"' or 3x5". black ad

*fhite) Indicate address of be: Present residential
property an bak of photo. o . .
, Staple to left dde of for*. Original residential
ESRPION

Date ca 189%
Source Worcester House Directory

Style Queen Anne style Three-Decker

Architect unknown
Skeach Mg Drav mp dhonming property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Véll Fabric cl apboard and cut
geographical features. Indicate all buildings "STTTMTe"

betwemn inventoried property and nearest Qutbuildings none” _

inter section(s).

Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) "one
See attached map.

Condition excellent
Mol Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting urban multi-family residential

neighborhood
UM REFERENCE  19/267290/4681980 Recorded by M chael Steinitz
UGS QUADRANGLE W orcester North Organization Clark University
SCALE 1: 25, 000 Date My 1980

Revi sed by M chael Steinitz for htiC- 12/68



NN VL REG STER GR-ER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

T leCharles A Hall Three-Decker possesses intergity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. The building is arepresentativeexanple of the
extension of multi-family residential houses westward from downtown Worcester at the end
of theidth century, as enoloynenc opportunities i n the city's factories and businesses
continued t oexpand. The building is also a remarkably well-preserved exanple of the use of
Queen Anne style design i n e¢local three-decker constructionduring the period. The

Hal | Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places,
on tne local level.

AHTECTURL. SGNH CGANCE  Descri be i nportant arch|tectural features ad evaluate interns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 68 Mason Street i s an unusually well-preserved exanple of Queen Anne style
three-decker constructionin Wrcester. Sheathedin wood clapboard and cut shingle, the
building has a characteristic side-hall plan, with a side-wall jog. The asymmetrical main
facade contains an entry bay with a projecting first floor porch, flanked by a projecting
squared bay wi ndow. Although found in other Wrcester neighborhoods, the squared bay
variation was unccrrimon i n the southern part of the city. Here the bayis decorated with
cut shingle bands and wi ndow overhangs between stories, contains paired windows of 1/1
sash topped by bracketed crowns, andis capped by a projecting roof gable. Porch details
include turned posts and heavy, curved decorative support brackets characteristic of the
nei ghborhood.  The entry has a doubl e-|eaf, panelled door. Regularly spaced decorative
brackets, and |arger, nore el aborate corner brackets arelocated i n the roof cornice overhan

Wndow sash is 1/1 and 2/1, with bracketed crowns, and geonmetric design stained glass
wi ndows |ight the stairwells.

HSTGRCAL SAGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history axd howthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the conwnity.

Erected ca. 1896, the Hall Three-Decker is |ocated at the southern periphery of a '
concentration of three-deckers built along Dewey Street and Bancroft Street i n the

last decade of the 19th century, in a mixed neighborhood of cottages, three-deckers, and
factories southwest of downtown Worcester.  The house was originally owned by Charles A
Hal|, a salesman, and remained i n the Hall famly until ca. 1920. | nthe 1920s, i t was
owned and occupied by John J. Conway, a nmoulder. Besides Charles Hall, early residents
(in 1898) included A B Southw ck, a machinist; and Harold Smith, a shipper. Occupants
in 1912 included Nelson Polter, an engineer; Charles Streeter, a conductor; Law ence
Miller, aclerk; and George Kester, a provisionsmerchant. Residents i n1920 included
Ernest Harris, a rszor maker; and James Conway, aconfectioner.

B B G and/ or REFERENES

Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1896, 1898, 1912, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the Citv of Wrcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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Charles Hall Three-Decker, 68 Mason St., Worcester, MC # 1625
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