NPS Form 10-900 80

(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior OCT 0 9 2B
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places NAT. REGISTER (>" hi&JOm PLACES
Registration Form NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a iypemWer, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name PROSPECT HILL SCHOOL

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 33 MONTGOMERY ST. not for publication

city or town WESTFIELD vicinity N/A
state MASSACHUSETTS Code MA county HAMPDEN code 013 Zip code 01085

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Bromination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
» nationally « statewide o'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| Hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action

Wentered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain);



PROSPECT HILL SCHOOL HAMPDEN COUNTY. MA
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ Public-local __district -
_ public-State _ site 1 0 _buﬂsciitlgg
public-Federal _ structure
- ; 0 structures
_ Object )
objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register

N/A NONE

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT: Not in use

(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: School

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Brick

. . walls Brick
‘N ‘N C. AL: [ | R | .
LATE 19" & EARLY 20" C. REVIV. Colonial Revival STONE: Sandstone (trim)
roof _ ASPHALT
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(Please refer to continuation sheets)
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SECTION 7: DESCRIPTION

The Progpet Hill Schoodl isa2/2-gory brick schoolhouse congtructed in 1897 and remodded in
191910 add dasroom and assambly hdl goece a the front of the building and creste anew fafade. Both
the origind facade (no longer visible) and the 1919 facade reflect the order and symmetry of the Colonia
Revivd gtyle popular from the late 19 through the early 207" centuries. Although heavily dameged by
wae pendraion and vanddism snce itsdosingin 1991, the schodl hes changed little from its 1919

gopearance

The City of Wedtfield islocated in southwestern Massachusetts ebout nine mileswest of
Springfield and nine miles north of the Connecticut border. The Berkshire foothills form the city's
wesen border. The Westfield River cuts asouthessierly channd through these mountains, entering
Westfield a the foot of Mount Tekoa in Montgomery. Within the Westfied city limits, the terrain is less
degply doped, and the river provides abroad floodplain about two to three milesin width.

The Eag Mountain Range, a southerly extendon of the Holyoke Range, marks the city's esgem
border, where the Westfield River cutsjust north of Provin Mountain before heading esst through
Agawam and Wes Springfield toward the Connecticut River. Thetracks of the Bogon & Albany
Railroad pardld the river throughout its course: The Little River, which runs down from Cobble
Mountain in Granville on Westfield's western border, flows west to mest the Westfild in abroad Y.
Wedtfield's historic town center is concentrated between the branchesof this Y.

South of the Westfidd River isthe city's centrd businessdidtrict, a danse collection of 19*- and
20th-century masonry commercid buildingsthet lineElm Stregt (NRDI'S 2008). From the business
digtrict, Em Strest runs north aoross the river, continuing on toward Southampton as North Em Stredt,
then Southampton Street (US Route 202). Thishdf of the city, known as the North Side, wes spardy
devdoped until fairly late in the city's history.

Judt north of the Westfield River, the railroad linesof the Bostion & Albany Railroad and the New
Haven & Northampton Railroad intersect, running nearly perpendicular to each other. The Bogton &
Albany lineruns eest-west dong the river, while the New Haven & Northampton runs north to south.
North of theriver, the New Haven & Northampton Railroad lineisbordered by North Em St (Route
202) onthe eedt and the Segprise of Pragpect Hill on the west.

The Pragpect Hill Schodl isst in aresidentid neighborhood of modest-szed, wood-frame homes
dating from the late 19" and early 200" centuries, mog of them now dad in vinyl or duminum siding with
endosed porches A few brick homes are intergparsed with the wooden ones and there are some scattered
multifamily homes and triple-deckers in the neighborhood as well.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a 0M8 Approval No. 1024-0018
(886)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Prospect HHI school

Westfield, Hampden County, MA
Section number 7 Pege 2

The school savesasthe focal point of the Sar-shgped intersection of Montgomery Street, Old
Montgomery Road, Crown Street, and Progpect Street. The Progpet Hill Schodl dtsjudt alittle to the
northwest of thet intersection, a the southeest comer of Montgomery Strest end Old Montgomery Stret.
The schodl isset back oniitslot, which isabout 1 13 aaresin Sze The schoal's lot isdmod entirdly
paved with agphdt and issurrounded by achain link fence. The reer of the lot is densdy overgrown, and
the terrain drops of f Segply to the railroad tracks b ow.

The Progpect Hill Schoadl isa2/2-gory, red brick structure with rough-cut sanddone trim, erected
in 1897. The origina double-gabled wes devation was replaced by the current facade as part of a 1919
renovation and expangon. Initscurrent form, the building is rectangular in shepe, with large windows at
dl floorslevdsonal devations The hipped mainroof (originaly date) hes bean replaced with agphdt
and supports two  corbelled brick interior chimneys or vents with arched openings.

The front (wet) devation fegturesa projecting gabled bridk entry pavilion. The threebay-wide
pavilion has a praminant cornice return with degp wooden soffits, corbdled brickwork in the eaves ad a
omtrd fan light framed with rough-aut sandgone and aroaned with a keygone The entrance door is
flanked by a window on each sde, with doar and window bays dightly recesssd betwean bridk piers
Ssoond-floor windows are digned over the door and Sde windows The madam dlass and duminum
double door is surmounted by a transom. Beiwean the firg-floor door and windows ad the uppe floor
windows ae plain wood pands (photograph 2)

Theorigind dngle sairway leading to the centra entry hes bean replaced by adouble concrete
darway, with alow brick pergpet wall a the front. Oneach 9de of the pavilion, another modem dlass
door enters from mid-besement level and is surmounted by amodem med canopy and awindow & the
dair landing level. On ether 9de of the west pavilion aretwo windows with rough-cut senddone lintels
and silIs. Thebuilding's origind windows haveal bean replaced with tranducent insulated Kawal units
ingated in the masonry openings Smdl awning-style windows bdow the insulating pands provide
ventilation to the dassooms.

The 1919 expandgon continues the Sdewdls ad roofline of the origina 1897 design ad
presarves acondgent gopearance. A dight changein the color of the brickwork diginguishes the older
portion of the building from the 1919 addition, with the newer brickwork being dightly lighter in color.
The building's foundation is dso brick, with arough-cut sanddone water table & the levd of the
besament window lintels.

On the sde (north and south) devations, the Progpet Hill Schodl isdivided into three digtinct
sdtions by window groupings. The older portion of the building (the reer, or eesternmod, two-thirds)

(continued)
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has two groupings of four windows with rough-aut ssnddone lintds and sills a bath firs- and ssoond-
floor levds. Basamat windows are smilarly grauped. The neve partion (the front, or weternmadt,
third) hasa Imilar grouping of five windows an the building's south faSede, and three windows an the
narth facade Thesewindow bands have linked sills and lintds on the firg and ssoond floors offsst by a
sgngle narrow window toward the front of the building. Thesewindows also have rough-aut sendgone
lintds and dlls, (photograph 3)

The school's reer (eest) devation issymmetricdly aranged and festures a besemant levd thet is
exposed a grade A triangular pediment with a degp wooden soffit projects over the centra section of the
reer facade. The entablature is unomamented, exoept for two pardld grooves in the brickwork. The reer
devation isdivided into three sections, with the two sections on ether Sde st in groupings of four
windows with rough-cut sanddonelintes and sills. The center baysof the building are aranged & a
grouping of three small squeare windows on the sscond floor and adoor centered between two amdl
uerewindows & the first-floor leve. A large centrd window surmounts the door. Windows and doors
a0 have rough-cut senddtone sillsand lintels. The building's back door leeds to ametd landing and
open mad daircase At the basamant leve, windows are quite large and are digned beneeth the upper
floor windows. A door leedsfrom the besament to the outside, flanked by two large windows,

(photograph 4)

Whilethe building'sinterior layout is mogtly intect, the hardwood floors, plagter walls, ad
pressed metd ceilings have been ruined by water damege in many arees The damegeis expedidly sevare
on the southem half of the building, where ceiling pands havefallen or are hanging and where
floorboards haveratted through. Tarpaulins now protect the roof pending its repair, and work hes begun
to dry out the building and remove the worgt of the damege

The school's front pavilion opens onto acentral vestibule flanked by twin darcageswith plain
uare baduges A panded double door with frogted dlass panesleads from the vestibule to the schoal's
centra hallway. Large multi-paned windows of frosted glassframe the door and form the transom over it.
The doorway retans itsoriginal woodwork with digtinctive patera comer blocks, amotif thet is repested
in mogt of the doorway's throughout the building.

Thewide central hallway opens anto symmetrically arranged dassooms and office gpace with
one anall office on each dde of the wetem (front) end of the hallway, and two large dassrooms on each
gde of the main partion of the hallway. The hdlway narronsjugt before anaher st of double doors thet
mirrar those sgparating the hall from the vettibule, (photograph 6)

Beyond the doorway isawide centrd darcase with tumed balusters and heavy squere newds
with rounded tops. Matchboard wainscoting covers the walls that surround the Saircase. Tucked
(continued)
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undemeeth and & the reer of this centrd dairway is another gaircase leading to the besament. Another
large dassoom ison dther Sde of this Saircase, for atotd of Sx dassoomson this floor. The halway
hes apressed-metd ceiling with an anthemion band & the comice. Classooms dso have pressed-mea

celings, dthough mog are heavily damaged.

M of the dassooms retain ther original panded doors with froged gass transoms and heavy
mdded woad trim with patera come blocks Wallsare dad in plain wainsooting bdow the blackboards
The bands of windows thet light the dassrooms in the nenve (1919) partion of the building have no
madings o deoorative surrounds while thosein the dder (1897) part of the building have wood trim
with patera come blocks, (photographs 7, 8)

At the front of the building, the double front airway that leeds to the ssoond floor tekesaturn &
the landing levd and rejoins to form asingle central Sairway leading to alarge megting room & the front
of the building. Thisauditorium extends acrass the width of the building, with agegefilling the north
dde of the room. A heavy wooden prascenium arch with Doric pilagters frames the performance areg,
(photograph 8) The auditorium retains its matchboard wainscoting and heavy double doors leeding to the
building's broad centra corridor. The double doors ae smilar in desgn and trim to thosein thefirst-
floor hallway, with frosted glass panes and transoms and peteracomer blocks. The two dassooms on
each dde of the second-floor halway are smilar to thase on the first floor.

From the front pavilion, anarrow darcase on the north sde leeds to the attic, which islit by the
large windows in the central gables a the building'seest and west ends. The timber framing of the roof is
vighle, as well as the brickwork ddinegting the old from the new portions of the building, including
portions of the original double-gable facade.

The basamant isdivided into saveral rooms on d@the dde of a central hallway. Thereare three
rooms on each dde of the hallway: alarge bailer room, boys and girls resrooms and three rooms that
goper to have bean usd for dassyooms The brick foundation and bearing walls are exposed in modt of
the basamant with no ornamental woodwork and a limited amaunt of presssd-metd callings. Large
windows light all the basameant rooms (photograph 5)

While the Progoect Hill School hes suffered condderably from water damege and negledt, its
Colonia Reviva exterior hes chengad very little from its 1919 gppearance, and asignificant amount of
interior woodwork remeains intact. The building hes bean secured from further damege, and large
ventilator fans are being used to dry it out in preparation for renovation.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no andent Native American Stesare known on the schod property, it is possible that dtesae
presant. Twdve anciant Stesare recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Mogt Stesare located on
riverine and dreem terraces bordering the Wedtfidld River and its many tributary dreamsin the region.
While environmenta characteridtics in the generd area represant locationd criteria (dope, soil drainege
proximity to wetlands) thet are favorablefor the presenceof Native Stesa sevard locations, the Progpet
Hill Schod property failsto completdy satisfy those criteria. The schodl occupies aleve to moderady
doping hilltop location; however, naturd soil types have bean dtered and the property islocated well
ove 1000 feat from the neerest wetlands. Naturd soils on the property were excessivey drained ad
formed on glacia outwash terraces. Suoccessive phesss of schoal congtruction, however, haveresuitedin
mogt soilsin the areabeing classified as urban land, where soils have bean dtered or abscured by urban
works and gructures, making identification of soil types impossible. The property wes d<o graded when
Montgomery Street wes rdocated and the schoal wies redriented on the property. Given theinformation
presented above, the amdl Szeof the property (1.38 acres), ad effects of higoric land usg, a low
potential exids for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the property.

A moderate to high potentid exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the school property,
athough much of that potentid remains to be documented. A schoodlhouse isreported at this location
throughout most of the 19" century, and possibly as far back asthe 18" century. The existing schodl wes
built in 1897. Additional historical reseerch, combined with archeeologicad survey and testing, mey
identify the complete sequence of schoal congtruction on the property, and the precise location of the
schoals, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells). In 1737, asthod wes
built onthe north sde of the Westfidld River in the Progoect Hill area This school was thefirst "Grest
River" didgrict schoal, athough the exact location of the schod isunknown. By 1794, Grest River is
identified as one of 16 schodl didtrictsin Westfield, with aschodl a or neer the Ste of the presant
Progpect Hill School. By ca 1852, the Great River West Schodl is specifically identified a the dte of the
Praspect Hill Schooal. It is unknown whether this schod wes the same Great River schoadl identified in
174 or anew school. By ca 1863, the "newly replaced”’ Great River West Schodl (Digtrict #8) became
known as Progpect Hill, possibly referring tothe ca 1852 schodl or yet another school. The new Progoect
Hill Schodl fronted on Montgomery Siret. In 1886, Montgomery Street wes rlocated and the school
moved to face the new Montgomery Street. The property was regraded when the schodl was moved. In
1897, the present Progpect Stret Schoal was built.

The dtesof earlier schodls on the Progpect Hill Schoadl property mey contain sructura evidence of the
schod building, barns stebles, and outbuildings. Structurd evidence may dso exist, indicating some

(continued)



NPS Fomn 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Prospect Hill School
Westfield, Hampden County, MA
Section number 7 Page 6

features of earlier schoolswere reusad in later schoal buildings. Archeeologicd evidence of
occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wels) may dso survive. Some occupaiond-reated
festures mey contain stratified depogits from being used over long periods of time and multiple schodl
dructures The presence of some types of occupationd-rdated features is indicated by the fact thet in
1889, only three schodlsin Westfield hed indoor plumbing, suggesting a nesd for priviesand wells. At
leest one well was dug a the Progoect Hill Schodl inthe late 19" century.

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mari< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant &
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.
E
F
G

>

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References

HAMPDEN COUNTY. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1897-1958

Significant Dates

1897
1919

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Augustus W. Holton (1850-1911) - 1897 building
Malcolm B. Harding (1885-1950) - 1919 addition

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
HPCA #17137

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary locafion of additional data:

X_Massachusetts Historical Commission/SHPO
Other State agency

_ Federal agency

x_Local government

_ University

X. Other
Name of repository: Westfield Atheneum, Westfield, MA,
Conn. Valley Hist. Museum, Springfield, MA
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Progpect Hill Schoal, erected in 1897 and expanded in 1919, isan indtitutiona building thet
retains integrity of location, design, seiting, materids, workmanship, fegling, and assodation. It meds
Nationad Regiger Criterion A & the locd leve for itsassodaion with early modem educetiond reform.
It meats Nationad Regiger Criterion C & the locd levd as aprominent example of the Colonid Revivd
dyle designed by two loca architects.

Thetwo-gory, brick Colonid Reviva gructure reflects the evolution of Westfidd's school
sydam in the late 19 and early 20" centuries from anetwork of ungraded wood-frame one- ad two-
room district schodhouses to amodem school sysem of graded regiond dementary schodls housed in
subgantid masonry buildings and providing education according to auniform community-wide
curriculum.

The Progpect Hill Schodl sarved as afocal point for the Progpect Hill neighborhood, which wes
oe of Wedtfidd'sfirst settled areas Overlooking Depat Squere Wedtfield's 19"-century transportation
hub, the Progpect Hill residentia neighborhood developed in tandem with the North Em Sregt
commerdd and indudtrid district below. Initially adidtrict of scattered farmhouses, Pragpect Hill became
home to asuccession of immigrant groups, from Irish to Itdians to Poles whose children atended
Prospect Hill Schod and often sayed on in the neighborhood to become lifelong residents. Progpect Hill
resdents remembearad their schodl as a"second home™ which influenced many former Progpect Hill
dudents to ssk carersin education (Skantz, Ledie, "Progpect Hill history recorded by ‘Bunch,”
Springfield Republican, Jul 17, 1991).

In addition to itsrole as aneighborhood and community ingtitution, the Pragpect Hill Schoal
reflects the work of two loca architects: Augustus W. Holton (1850-1911) and Macolm B. Harding
(1885-1950). Working primarily in the Colonid and Classcd Revivd gyles, Holton and Harding both
mede agoedidty of indtitutiond projects and were respongible for saverd of Wedtfield's schod buildings.

Colonial Period (1640-1790)

When Englishman William Pynchon travded west from Roxbury, Massschusets in 1636 to
edablish asettlement dong the Connecticut River, one of his gods wias to establish afur tradewith the
natives of the area The region known as Woronoco or Wauwunockoo (meaning, according to some
souress it isfat hunting” [Dewey, Ancient Westfidd, p. 2; Copdand, Vol. 2, p. 321], ad "the country
with windings," according to other sources[Lockwood, Val. 1, p. 31]) quickly atracted Pynchon's
atention.

(continued)
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Nesled between the Westfield or "Great” River and the Little River and surrounded by
mountains, Woronoco wes arich sourceof hides and fish. Woronoco (which eventudly became
Westfidd) soon became the western outpogt of the Massechusetts colony. While the earliest well-
documented Eurgpesn settlement of the areatook place around 1658, evidence indicates that there were
trading outpodts in Woronoco &s early as the 1640s (Everts, p. 939, Dewey Ancient Wedtfidd, p. 4).

The native peoples, the Woronooos and Pochiessics were mambarsof the Algonquin nation and
s0ld furs and fish to early Europeen traders. Sdmon and shed were plentiful in the Westfidld and Little
Rivers, while Woronoco's forests abounded with fur-bearing game, such as beaver. Thefioodplainsand
excapmats s in thejuncture of the Wedtfidd and Little Rivers formed some of Westfidd's best
agriculturd land (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 2).

During the late 17+ century, Westfield was primarily an agricultural community, producing crops
and livestock for its resdents own use as well as raising cattle, which were driven eedt for the Bogon
markets In May 1669, Westfield was incorporated, receiving its name because the new town wes the
wesernmog settlement in the Massachusdtts colony.

Ealy trangportation routes generdly followed native trails. The oldest route through town
gopeas to have baan the north-south roed eading from Northampton to Hartford, which pessad through
Westfield dong the route teken by today's routesMA 10 and US 202. In 1673, the highway to
Springfield (now US Route 20) was improved, with anew bridge built acrass the Westfidd River a Frog
Hole. Wedtfield's population & thet time was about 150.

Ealy devdopment in Westfield was concantrated  neer the confluence of the Westfieddd and Little
Rivers Sdtlers cultivated the fertile topsoil in the broad meedomlands immediately adjacent to the two
rivers.

In 1671, Thomas Dewey and other early settlers summoned Edward Taylor (1642-1729), a
Harvard-trained miniger, to become Westfield'sfirst pemanat minister. Edward Taylor wes a vita
force in Wedtfidd'sreigiouslife for nearly sixty yeers An English-born and Harvard-educated schaler,
Taylor wes aphysician who is dso recognized as one of Americasfinest 17" century poets. In 1676,
when King Philip's War threstened Springfield's outlying settlements, Reverend Taylor was one of
svad Wedtfidd resdentswho protested the governor's order to ebandon the wesem sattlement and
rdocate itsresdentsto Springfield's main plantation on the Connecticut River.

After 1700, settlement expanded outward from the center of thetown. Congruction of a new
Gredt River Bridge (Elm Sireet Bridge) in 1753 improved the link between the north and south Sdes of

(continued)
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town. (The bridge was rebuilt again in 1800 when it became atoll bridge)) Westfield's population of
1324 in 1765 hed increesed to 2,224 resdentsin 1790.

Colonid Schodls

In 1676, Westfield dlotted land for itsfirst teecher, Danid Denton. The earliest schodls ssam to
have been kept in private homes In 1701, the town hed itsfirst schoolhouss, congructed neer the
medtinghouse on Main Street. A school was edablished south of the Little River in 1706, first in a privete
home By 1716, the southern schodl hed its own schodhouse as well. Nehemiah Bull, ayoung minister
who came to Westfidd to asig the aging Edward Taylor, bacame the town's grammar schoal teecher in
1724. The early grammar school gppears to have hed no fixed location, but wes held at different Stes
throughout the town 0 that higher learning could be mede available to familiesno matter wherethey
lived. In 1774, the town voted to Sop moving the grammar school from place to place.

Satlement of outlying aress was usudly followed by the establishment of a district school,
whether in aprivate hame or in abuilding cregted just for that purpose By 1731, asthod wes added a
Munn's Brook, and by 1737, aschool hed baan built on the north Sde of the Westfidd River. The latter
wes thefirst "Great River" district schoal. 1t was thefirst of the town's district schoals to be built in the
Prospect Hill areg, dthough itsexact location is unknown.

Like mogt Massachusetts townsin the 18+ century, Westfield was divided into schodl didtricts,
with each district maneged by a prudentia committee dected by the digtrict's resdents Schodls were
funded partly by monies collected within each district and partly by funds raised town-wide. This policy
meant that schooling throughout the community depended on the financia resources and interest of eech
individua digtrict, s that the qudity of district schodls tended to vary widdly throughout the town. The
Stuation was not remedied until the mid 19"-century.

The closing decades of the 18* century saw areconfiguring of schod digtrictsand the
condruction of a number of new schools. By 1794, the town hed Sixteen didtricts. In 1818, when town
records show acomplete ligt of digtricts, there were sevanteen digtrict schools

Federal Period (1790-1830)

After alate 18*-century growth spurt, growth gdled in Westfield during the first two decedes of
the 19* century, with the population remaining gable & around 2,100 residents. During mogt of its early
history, Westfield hed relied primarily on agriculture for itsincome. Historian John Lockwood speculetes
that the brief chedk in the town's growth may have been due to ashortege of new arable land. Given the
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mountains hemming Westfidd in to the west and eedt, much of the bet agricultura land was probably
dready under tillage after nearly a 150 years of settlement (Lockwood, Vol. Il, pp. 246-247).

Recovery was nat longin coming, however. In the early 19* century, Westfield begen its
trangtion from an agricultural community into an industrial one The community's new indudtria beee
evolved around three principa products whips, cigars, and peper.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Trangportation, as well as manufacturing, increessd Westfield's prosperity. 1n 1822, Westfidd's
citizens gpproved the condruction of the Westfield portion of a cand that would join the Farmington
Cand to aregte eighty miles of navigable inland waterways opening to Long Idand Sound & New Haven
(Lockwood, Val. |1, p. 283).

By 1829, the new cand was open from Wedtfield to New Haven, Connecticut (Lockwood, Vol.
I, p. 293), and by 1835 the link between Westfield and Northampton was complete. The new cand
brought chegp trangportation and gave Westfidld adirect link to the ssa

During the congtruction of the cand, Westfield's population began to change to indude more and
more new ethnic groups. Irish immigrants were brought in to do the heavy labor of digging and masonry
work required for cand congruction. Many of them gayed onto work in the new whip and digar factories
(Lockwood, Val. |1, p. 358). The number of Irish resdents in Westfield grew to the hundreds, reaching
nearly 1,000 by 1850. These new immigrants tended to settle on Mesdow Strest south of the Wedtfield
River and in the Progoect Hill neighborhood north of the river.

In spite of abrief flurry of inifia profit, the new cand never achieved itsexpected suooess It wes
difficult to maintain and was quickly digdlaced by the railroad, which used some of thecand bads ad
rights-of-way (Lockwood, Vol. Il, pp. 294-298). While the candl wes till operating for north-south
trangportation, the Wesen Railroad (later the Bagion & Albany Railroad) was building an eeg-west line
in the 1840s opening service from Westfield to Chester in 1841.

The Westem Railroad linked the town with Springfield to the eest and Albany to the west. By
1852, the Northampton & Westfield Railroad hed bean formed to build anew rail linedong the old candl
right-of-way. By 1855, the Candl Railroad (later the Hampshire & Hampden Railroad, and finally the
New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad) was completed from New Haven to Westfield, dthough the
Northampton branch hed nat yet been finished. That same yeer, tdegraph service was initiated betwean
Springfield and Westfield (Lockwood, Vol. |1, pp. 317-321).
(continued)
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The coming of the railroads brought commercid devdopment to the North Sde The two
rallroads intersected on the north, rether than the south, Sde of the Westfield River, providing
trangportation to and from dl four compess points. The railroad companies built freight and pessenger
depatsin the shedow of Pragpect Hill, neer the intersection of North Elm and Pochessic Siredts.

By 1860, Westfidd hed apopulation of 5,055. Westfield's primary economic bese wes still
agriculturd, but the manufacture of whips and dgars was rapidly taking over as the town's leading
income generators. During the Civil War, the town's industrid beseincluded 22 whip compenies nine
cigar manufacturers, four pgpar manufacturers, afoundry, adidtillery, two gunpowder manufacturers,
Johnson's organ factory, ages manufacturer, amechine shap, ageam engine factory, and acariage
meker (Harding, Macolm B., J. "Westfield in the Civil War" in Janes & Sooit, pp. 183-184).

Education in the 19¢ Century

As Wedtfidd's population grew, o, too, did its nesd for schools. One of Wetfield's prominent
ealy 19*-century educationd ingtitutionswes the Westfidd Acadamy, esablished by avote of the Sate
Legidature in 1793 "for the purpose of promoting piety, religion, and morality, and for the ingtruction of
the youth in such languages and such of the liberd arts and sdences as the trustees mey direct.” The
schod wes aquas public-private venture. It received some public funding from the date and the town,
but wes neither free of charge nor gpen to al goplicants The Acadamy wes thefirst of its kind in Wetem
Massachusdits

With the Acadamy serving as an example of the highest acadamic gandards Westfield's early
19*-century educationd advocates continually sought to bring the town's public schodls wp to a smilar
leve of excdlence. Schoo Commiitteg, and later Schod Superintendent annud reports documant a desire
to kegp up with the mog modem trends in educationd facilities and teaching methods and a strong push
for excdlence and high gdandardsthat wes frequently & odds with continuing demands for economy from
taxpayers

Although the number of district schodls providing dementary education had grown, thetown's
origind grammar sthool gppears to have been neglected. In 1818, the datefi nedthe town for not
maintaining agrammar schodl as required by satelaw. Until the establishment of the community's own
high schoal, town officials often contended that the neerbly Academy fulfilled the legd requirement thet
the town have aschod for secondary and college-preparatory  education. The Acadamy, however, wes an
exdudve privae ingitution, and the state law required provision of public grammar schools

(continued)
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In 1824, Westfield's first Schoo Committee was formed. However, the committee hed little authority to
do anything but meke recommendations, as ownership and control of the schools continued to liewith the
digrict prudentid committess for ancther forty years In 1828, with the establishment of Bogton English
High Schooal, anew form of public secondary education gopeared: the first public high schod in the
United Sates Westfield's School Committee looked to this new type of school as amodd for the town's
own secondary education, and argued forcefully (though often ineffectively) for the establishment of a
smilar schod in town (Abemethy, Thomas J,, "Education in Westfield 1669-1969, in Janes & Scott, p.
143

The importance of education ssamed egpecidly significant to the School Committee inlight of
Westfidd'sgrowing industrial besa Predicting that New England's agricultural economy would give way
to an indugtrid one, the committee raised concamnsthat "the naturd tendency of the increese of
manufactures, without any counteracting influence, isto encourege the growth of ignorance and vice."
Anticipating that children who once might have goart their youths growing up on farmswould soon be
goending their childhood and young adulthood tending mechinesin factories, the committee warned
agang dlowing Wedtfield's children "to be herded together, like the operaives of despatic countries,
with an imperfect school-education, ignorant, aike, of their duties, and their rights." Without a proper
education, childreninan industria society would find thet "their evil propendties will increese by
contect, and they will become, a once, adiggraceto their friends, and a scourgeto their country” (School
Committee Report, 1836-1837).

The committee bemoaned the deficiencies of its own common schools, noting that a common
schoal education should be sufficient for most people looking to engegein the "ordinary busness of the
farmer or mechanic." In redlity, the committee daimed, the town's schoadlsdid not mest even this
dandard. Consdientious teecherswere symied by having to ded with too meny scholarsof varying eges
and abilities. The committee recommended establishing high schoodls as away to separate the beginning
dudents from the advanced and to provide both with a better education. ".. .[L]et us have primary
schools Le nat their usefulness be perverted, by making them haf-and-half high schodls or hdf-and-
half academies and, in conssaquence of such perversion, leaving our youth haf-and-half educated”
(Schodl Committee Report, 1836-1837).

In 1836, the town hed atotal of about 480 sudents with about saventy pupils per schod district.
The committee suggested that, by employing more women, who were paid less than half of what mde
teechersrecaived, the teacher-pupil ratio could be reduced and the schod yeer extended. They
recommended  removing the older pupils to ahigh schoal and leaving the younger sudents to the care of
femde teechers. The committee concdluded by reminding the town thet its per-pupil gpending was only
about 40% of what mod towns in the Commonwedth goent. "L et us not be backward,” the committee
urged (School Committee Report, 1836-37).

(continued)
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While the School Committee was pleading for ahigh school, one of Westfield's mogt significant
educationd indtitutions was being cregted. Boston industrialist Edmund Dwight hed offered a $10,000
gift to etablish adate-supported schodl for teecher training in Massschuseits State Board of Education
Sacrdary Horace Mann perauiaded the legidature to match the donation, and aNorma Schoadl wes
edablished a Bares Town Hall in 1839 (Knight, Addine, "The State Normd Schoadl At Westfield,"
AlmaMater). Presded over by Samud P. Newman, the Norma School, now Westfield Sate College,
became the first gate-gponsored, co-educationd teachers callege in the United States The degth of its
presdent in 1841 put the schod into atailspin and caused its closing. A datewide ssarch begen for a new
gte that was more convenient to rail lines and that could gamer maiching funds from the host community.
Westfield bid on the schodl, led by Emerson Davis, pedor of the First Congregationd Church, former
principa of Westfidd Academy, and Schod Committee member, and attorney William Gdgon Bates
Davis and Bateswon their case and the new schoal gpened in 1844, sharing quarterswith Westfidd

Acadamy, and supervised by Davis.

Throughout its history, the Stiate Norma Schod worked dosdly with Westfield's public schools
In 1846, the congtruction of the new State Normd Schod facility on Washington Strest included a
"Modd School” for practice teaching. About 75 Westfidld children from the ages of four to Sxtean weare
taught there, with the town paying the State $1,500 for the cost of managing the modd schoal. A seriesof
modd schools, aso cadled obsarvation schoadls, practice schoadls or training schools, were oparated by the
Normd Schod through the 19¢ and well into the 20* century, providing practice teaching opportunities
to Norma Schod sudents, while relieving the Westfidd public schodls of anumber of surplus pupils.

In 1840, the Schoo Committee won over the town's voters to the ideaof ahigh school.
Congruction plans for the new town hdl in 1837 hed induded provisons for ahigh schoal, but the plans
do not gopear to have bean carried out until 1840, when the community voted to finish aroom in the newv
town hdl for high schod use The schod ssas to have bean short-lived, however, or it did not live up to
expectaions. Inits 1854-55 report, the Schod Committee once again complained of the lack of en
adeguete high schoal in town and worried about the condition of the town's primary schools

The committee remarked: "It is evident that our schodls are not what they should be... There is
nothing attractive about many of our schod houses; the location of some of them isvery unplessant; they
ae gmdl ad inconvenient...We recommend that our schod sysem be remodded, modemized ad
adapted to the warnts of the age, which can be done, and when done, it will meke them more efficient”
(Schoo Committee Report, 1854-55).

(continued)
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The committee argued for a bresk from thetraditional one- and two+room pradice of schodling,
in which children of dl ages axd abilities werethromn togaha with only one teache to ded with them
al:

It hes bean found by experiment in many townsin the gate, that the grading of the
schodls impearts new life and vigor, espedidly in those thet are required by lav to sugan
aHigh School. We recommend, therefore, thet first of dl, provison be medefor aHigh
Schodl, free, like dl the others, and gpen to dl the children that have mede certain
Foecified atanments a the lower schools...

There should be & leedt, three gredesof schoals; (1) The primary schoal, in which only
the first rudiments shdl be taught; (2) The Intermediate, in which they shdl be advanod
asfar asthey now are in our best schools ad (3) The High Schooal... (School
Committee Report, 184-55, p. 1)

The committee d 0 lobbied for an end to prudentid committee manegemat of district schools
which mede it impossible to enaure a uniform education for dl Sudentsin the community. The committee
conduded its report by recommending the establishment of a high schooal, the hiring of teechersby the
Schod Commiittee rather than the prudentid committees, and the grading of schools wherever precticable.

The Westfield School Committegls concams reflected the recent pessege of Massachustts first
compulsory atendance act in 1852, the result of State Board of Education Secretary Horace Mann's
efforts to improve education statewide. The new law required children between the ages of eght and
fourteen yearsold to attend at least 12 wesks of schodl eech yeer, with sSix of thosewesks to be
consecutive. (In 1873, the law wiss updated to require 20 wesks of attendance; truant officers were
gppointed to enforce the new regulations))

At thetime of the Schod Committegs report, the Progoect Hill Schodl weas ane of two
schodhousesin the Pragpect Hill/Union Sreat area. Thetwo sthoals were known as Gregt River Wet
and Gregt River Eadt. The Gregt River West School, located on the Propect Hill Schod site, ey very
well have bean ane of thase"unpleasant...amal and inconvenient” schoolhouses

The two-room, wood-frame schoolhouse hed 76 pupils, split intotwo groups by age during the
aumme sesson. Three teechars— Nancy W. Shepard, LauraE. Fowler, and Maria Dewey ~ maneged the
scholars, whoinduded "two  or three troublesome boys." The school wes operated a acost of $247.44 for
the year, or about $3.25 per pupil. Great River West Schod dso housed one of Westfield's earliest

(continued)
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schod libraries. In addition to the subscribers-only Westfidld Socid Library, two schodl libraries were st
up in Westfield: ane on Union Srest and one & the Great River West School, where one of the teechars
savad as librarian (School Commiittee Report, 1854-55). (Thetwo schoal libraries were eventudly
consolidated and given to the Stireet Improverment Society on Union Street.)

In 1855, the town gppropriated $1,000 to st up aroom in the Town Hall besamat for the high
schoal, which ren for two devenrwesk terms. That year, there were 920 dudentsin the town's public
schools The Schood Committee reiterated its recommendation thet the Prudential Committess no longer
et teachars, but that they yield that task to the town Schod Committee.

In 1855-1856, the number of pupils a Grest River West hed gone down. Only 58 children udied
there, & acogt of $203. The division of the Great River didtrict into westem and eestern schoolhouses hed
goparently been unpopular with North Sde resdents, dthough the School Committeg's report does not
Foecify the causss of the digoute. The report Smply sated: "The location of the schodl house hes bemn
and till isthe occasion of much frictionin thisdistrict.” Perhgps both schoadls were in bed shgoe and the
committee sought to consolidate the two to carry out itsgod of creating agraded school. The commiittee
recommended: "I Digtricts No.'s 7 and 8 were again united in one, and agood house wes erected on
Union &, having aprimary and grammar schoodl in the same building, it would put an end to mary evils
that now exig" (Schoaol Committee Report, 1855-56, p. 10). The Committee would struggle for 40 years
to s itsproposd enacted.

In 1861-1862, atotdl of 926 scholars attended the town's schools The School Committee wanted
to modemize dl schodls with the purchases of globes, blackboards, crayons, and maps but lamented the
absence of even such basics as "the water pail and dipper.” Rather sardonically, the committee noted thet
the high schoal and anew schoolhouse & West Fams were "the only improvement to be reported... ather
then that which isat work in the natural progressof decay..."

With rather satirical optimism, the committee noted that ...the increesing dilapidation of the
sthod-houses of some of our largest didtricts we are obliged to acogpt as the modt cheering evidence that
something will finaly have to be done" The committee weant on to give a scathingly humorous
destription of the gate of the district schodls before recommending that atown-wide plan be devdoped
for modernizing or replacing decrepit schoolhouses The commiittee strongly recommended grading the
schodls to prevat "scholars of eghteen or twenty yearsof age' ditting in the same dass"with those of
four or five'" (School Committee Report, 1861-62).

The committee continued to complain of digtrict-level hiring of teechersand schod manegamat,
which led to many inequdities among the district schools The committee egain asked the town to permit

(continued)
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townwide manegamant of schoadls by the committee. With the presant system, not only were there no
uniform hiring sandards, but dso no uniform schoadl yeer. Length of schodl terms ranged from 15 to 41
weeks

In the Great River Wett digtrict (Pragpect Hill), the Schod Committee noted problems with
overcrowding. "Over Gregt River, tired of crowding seventy-five scholars into a housebuilt for twenty-
five and itisto be hoped somewhat affected by the evident consequences they are taking Sgps towards
building anew house, and by way of making it eesy, itispropossd to divide the digtrict.” Attendance at
Great River Weg, the report stated, hed bean reduced by sickness which wes "dearly tracegbleto the
foul amaogphereof an over-crowded school-room.™ The committee itself, however, did not favor
spardion. Indeed, they again recommendead joining the North Sde schodls into asingle graded school
with older and younger scholarstaught in sgparate dassrooms (School Commiittee Report, 1861-62).

In 1863, the district manegement of schools was finally replaced by town-wide menegamat. The
committee Sucossdad in lengthening the schoal year from Six or saven to nine months, and Sandardized
the opening and cdlosing daysas well. The qudity of schools hed bean brought up to asimilar leve
throughout the town, with the committee noting thet children "in every part of the town have equd
advantages™ There was, however, the problem of surrounding towns drawing "away our teechers by
offering them higher wages' (School Committee Report, 1863-64).

The newly replaced Great River Wes Schod (District #3) became known as Pragpect Hill, which
wes the name commonly usad by neighborhood resdents. Great River Eadt [Didtrict #7] became Union
Strest School. The schodl hed 97 pupils, with ane primary dass one intermediate dass, and ane dass of
mixed level sudents (School Committee Report, 1865-1866).

In 1866, Wedtfidld had 1,116 sudentsunder the age of 15 attending its schodls, with 25 digtrict
schools taught by 28 teachers. Attendance had improved, the committee was requesting gopropriations to
rase teecher daiesto alevd comptitivewith other towns, and "there hes been less corpord
punishment than formerly." Sugpenson rather than switching was beginning to be used for disciplinary
problems. Although education a the high schoal leve was praised, the school's quarters nesded
improvement. The grading of schools hed beoome a success, with eech grade specidizing in a different
sgmat of the child's education.

That year, the Progoect Hill Schodl 1ot was improved with acovering of topsoil and grading, ad
fencing was proposad for the next year. The schod hed three teechers a the intermediate and primary
levds and one assigant to maenege one hundred pupils. In 1867, the schoal recaived anew gove, and the
schoadl's old wood-buming sove was moved to the Town Hall.

(continued)
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By 1867, Wedfidd's educationa sSituation hed changed o much over the previous gengration
that the Schod Committee commented with pride: "[SJuch is the eteam in which our schodls are
regarded gbroad, that many parsons move into the town to avail themsdves of their advantage, while
others manege to sad in their children, if they do not come themsdalves' (School Committee Report,
1866-67).

In its 1868-69 report, the committee requested funds to paint al the wood-frame schoohousss in
town, snce they hed not been painted snce the abolition of the district menegement sysem. The high
sthod hed become afour-year ingtitution and graduated itsfirst regular dass that yeer. The Progoect
Sret Schod by then hed 41 qudentsinits intermediate dass and S0 inits primary dass It hed received
Subgtantid repairs and improvements totaing $4,646 that yeer.

Thetown's 1869-1870 Schoo Committee report reflected on the controversid decidonsto
abaligh the digtrict schodl manegamant sysem infavor of town-wide manegamant and to tax property to
pey for schoadls, and noted that the decidons hed proven wise. "Parents are flocking here for the education
of their children, and many who come herefor atemporary resdence only, find it for their interest to
meke Westfidd their permanent home" The fianding requested for painting schoolhouses hed bemn
granted, and workers were beginning to repair the Academy building for the high schoodl's use (Schoal
Committee Report, 1869-1870).

Late Indugrial Period (1870-1910)

By 1870, Westfield hed a population of 6,679, with nearly 15% of them foreign-born. The town's
population hed tripled in the previous hundred years  Busainess digtricts on both the north and south sde
of theriver did abrisk trade. The 1873 Westfied Directory proudly proclamed, "A large number of
dores representing diverditiesof trade, give its budness dreets acity agoect, and everything betokens
thrift and enterprisg’ (p. 5).

In Decamber 1878, aheavy snowfall followed by atweve-hour ransorm swelled the
Wedtfidd River. The dike dong the river collgpsad in severd places sendingfloodwatersrushing
through downtown Westfield, covering an areabounded by Schod Stret, the Wedtfidd River,
Elm Stret, and Charles Strest with three to ten feet of water.

Thetown recovered, however, and through the 18805 Westfield continued to grow. The Great
River Bridge was once again rebuilt, and anew dam and dike congmcted to provide waterpower to the
factories onthe river's banks Tdephone lines were ingtdled in 1830. The 1880-1881 Wedtfidd Directory
destribes the town in glowing terms
(continued)
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Thevillage isalively bustling and thriving place, and wearsan air of solid thrift and
subgantid comfort, whileits broad, hendsomeand well dheded avenues~ thickly
adorned with gatdy dms, makeit, espedidly in the mild seesons of the year, a
ddightfully inviting retreet.

..Westfield is not surpessed by any other village of its Szein New England for natural
beauty, busness enterprise, and congenid society ~ dl of which combine to give
promise to abright and progperous future (p. 6).

The 1830s saw severd new groups of immigrants moving to Westfield. Bohemian Czedhs ad
Sovaks from South and Centra Europe came to America fl eel ngconscription in the Austrian Empires
militaty. Many of them found employment in the tobacco indudtry, ether on farms or in factories. Czedh
Americans edablished their ovn Bohemian Hall athletic dlub on Mesdow Street. In 1888, Lithuanians
joined the Czechs and Sovaks looking to escgperdigiousor political persecution under either Audrian or
Russian rulers. The next year, Westfid d'sfirst Polish emigre arrived to work on atobacco farm. Like the
ealy Irish, many of the Polish immigrants settled in the Meedow Sirest area Others moved to the north
ddeof town, neer the factories where they worked. Progoect Hill resdents found jobs in the factories ad
shops dong North ElIm Stredt.

Westfield's downtown busness district continued to grow through the 1890s The 1895 directoty
conjures up an imege of a budtling, diverse retail center:

It will be sufficient to say that the retail trade of Westfiedld megtsal the requirements of
its rapidly-growing population, o thet it will not be found necessary to go outsde of its
corporate limits for the necessaries or luxuries of life, which are fumished at the lowest
New York and Bogton prices (p. 89).

As the 19* century dosed, the "bright and progperous future” that hed been predicted in the
1880-81 directory was firmly grounded in indugtry, rather than agriculture. In 1897, Westfield added
bicyde manufacturing to its indudtries, becoming home to the Rope Manufacturing Comparty, which
eventudly became the Columbia Manufacturing Company. Pope originaly mede bicydes ad
motorcydes, but quickly began to spedidize in bicydes. The Woronoco Cycde Compary aso took
advantage of the tum-of-the-century cycling caze

(continued)
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Education and the new Pragpect Hill Schoadl

As it hed periodicaly before, the School Committee in 1870 once again railed againg truancy,
citing the Commonwedth's recently pesssd Truant Laws, which required paerentsof children fourteen
yearsof ae and under to sand them to schoadl or befined up to $20. |f gppeding to their wdlets waan't
sufficient, the committee a0 gopeded to parents religious satiments. "Learning,” the committee
reminded itsreeders, "is the handmaid of Chridtianity.” Truants, the committee reminded its reeders fill
"our jails and penitentiaries; this dassisamoth upon the industty of others, adeed weight upon society.”

With one-gxth to one-fifth of its sudent population chronicaly absent, the committee advocated
removing control of truant sudentsfrom their parants and handing it over totown or date authorities.
Ancther method for dedling with parentsunwilling to participate in the education of their children wes for
the town to purchese and distribute schoolbooks. Previoudy, pearents hed been respongible for buying
their children's books, dthough a times the committee hed purchased books wholesde to provide to
dudeantsa adiscount. In the 1870-1871 report, however, the committee recommendad that the town teke
ove the purdhase of schoolbooks. 1t would take anather fourteen years, however, before the town finally
begen providing free textbooks to sudents in 1884, in response to anew date requirement.

At Progpet Hill, awell hed recently beandug to supply water to the school, "probably the
degpet and modt expendive one in town." It was the first in aseries of wellsthat were provided for
sthoal houses throughout the town (School Committee Report, 1870-1871).

In 1871-72, Westfield hed 1,212 children attending school. The town's schodls hed grown to
uch an extent that the committee recommended hiring a School Superintendent. Two mambas of the
committee opposed this Sep as premature, objecting to the expenge of hiring a person with the proper
credentids, and fearing that "an old political hack; broken down minigter, lawyer, doctor or teecher,
would ssk and often obtain the position” (School Committee Report, 1871-72). The committee mgjority
perdgad initsrequest for nearly twenty years before the town finally goproved hiring George H.
Danforth asthe town's first schodl superintendent in 1889.

In 1875, the School Committee medeitsfirst attempt &t cresting a uniform town-wide curriculum.
A s of mlesand regulations and courseof sudy was published for the town's teechers. The committee
chdlenged arecant town meseting recommendation to reduce teecher saries. The committee conducted a
dudy of teecher sHaies aoossthe date and conduded thet the weges of Westfield's faculty werewell
bdow the date average (School Committee Report, 1875-76). The issueof teecher compensation was an
annud source of debetefor the community, with school committess and superintendents congantly
pleading for higher wages to atract and kegp tdented teachers and town resdents and officials
repestedly denying those requests

(continued)
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Theold Progpet Hill Schodl was in adequete, though not idedl, condition in the 1870s
According to the 1876-77 School Committee Report, " The houseon Progpet Hill isnaot a'thing of
beauty, the yard is unfenced, but the interior arangements are of tolerable convenience and comfort;
paint and white wash, with dight repairs, will suffice for the presant nesds™ Apparently teechers often
took on janitorial dutiesto supplemant their teaching sdaries. The Schoo Committegsfinanci al report
shows that Progpect Hill teecher Mrs. F. A. Dewey eamed extramoney by deaning the school (Schoodl
Committee Report, 1876-1877).

By 1830, Progpect Hill School's dateroof wes lesking and nesded to be re-laid, and blackboards
nesded to be redated (School Committee Report, 1830-81). In 1836, the rel ocation of Montgomety
Sret |eft the Progpect Hill Schoadl sitting on the edge of a Segp gravd bank and facing the wrong way.
Theold wooden building was moved to orient it dong the new road, and the Site was re-graded. The
$1,300 project dso pad for the schoal to be repaired and painted. The re-grading and landscgping
provided the school with an acreand ahdf of tree-shaded land (School Commiittee Report, 1836-87).

Sate and locd lawsreating to schoal attendance reflected conocams for both public safety and
limited concams for child labor. By 1890, dl sudentswere required to have vaccination certificates and
were not to attend schodl if they hed a contegious dissese All children from eight to fourteen years old
were reguired to atend 30 wesks of school each year. Ten aosences unrdated to illness were permitted;
parentswho kept their children out of school more than ten days could befined up to $20. Children under
thirteen could not work in factories, shops or goreswhile schod was in session (when schod wees out,
however, there were no restrictions on child labor). Children under the age of Sxteen nesded an
"employment ticket and certificate" to work, which could only be obtained with the permission of the
child'sfather. Illiterate children under the age of fourteen could not work a dl unless they do atended
school, ether in the day or evening.

By the 1890s Westfield's public schodl sysem was once egain dretched to itslimits. In 1890,
Westfield hed apopulation of 9,805, with aschod-age population of 1,590. The dudent population hed
increesad an average of about 50 sudents per year over the previousfive years. Additional desks were
aammad into exigting schoals to accommodate additiond pupils, and sudents were trandferred from
crowded sthodls to lesscrowded ones Superintendent G. H. Danforth noted thet it was only the opening
of the Modd Schodl a the Siate Normda Schodl thet rdlieved some of the pressure The schodl system
was in acrigs. While the sudent population wes growing, gopropriations for schodls hed decressed evety
year from 1832 to 1894. The committee presented their dilemmathus

We recognize the ned of rigid economy in view of the heavy expeanses necessaily
incurred in the adminigration of town affairs, but & the same timeweredize that it is
fase economy to endanger the hedlth of our children and to limit the efficiency of our
schoals by crowding more pupilsin abuilding then sanitaty lavsallow... We therefore

(continued)
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recommend the immediate erection of a six-room building on the north Sde of the river,
in accordance with generd plans which we shdl be reedy to presant a the adjourned
town mesting in April (School Committee Report, 1894-95, p. 9).

At the 1896 town meeting, the town dedared its agreamant with the School Committee and
Supaintendent Danforth. $18,000 was gppropriated for an eight-room schoolhouse (the new Prospect Hill
Schodl) on the north Sde of the river. A building committee of fi vemeambears was gppointed. The
sHetad architect was Augusus W. Holton (1850-1911) of Westfield, "who hes given careful and
consdientious supervison to the erection of the building.” Herder C. Wood (d. 1941) of Westfield was
hired as the building contractor, with Thomeas Little (1839-1914) as masonry subcontractor. Lambson &
Rothety provided woodwork and furnishings, and Westfield merchants Show & Hays supplied curtains.

After someinitial debate over the building's Site, congtruction begen. The Schoadl Committee
expected thet the new schoal would "be the best schoadl building, outdde of the High Schodl, in the
Town, and from its location, upon the eevation where it dands will be congpicuous &s a testimonid to
the generogty of the citizens of Westfidd and of their loyadty to her schools” The new schod was
expected to seat 294 sudentsfrom the Progpet Hill and Union Stregt didtricts, for an average of about
thirty-seven sudents par dassoom (School Committee Report, 1896-97, p. 6).

Augugtus W. Holton was one of Westfield's mogt prominent architects, and gopears to have
leerned histrede partly through working as a carpenter’s goprentice and partly through sdf-training. Born
in Northfield, Massschusdtts, in 1850, Holton came from afamily with a long history in New England.
Holton's father was a farmer and a carpenter. Following in his father's footsteps, Holton goprenticed as a
capenter when he was seventean, learning from Jonathen Turner of Keene, New Hampshire. Upon
turning twenty, Holton bought out Turner's business, running it for ashort while before moving to
Springfield, Massachusdits where he continued as acarpenter for about two years: In 1872, Holton
moved to Westfield, where he worked for fumiture meker C. K. Lambson and & the Johnson organ
factoty. He moved on to work for meson T. J. Green before setting up hisown  office in the Parks Block
on Em Srest.

Holton was active in town government, serving as Assessr in 184 and asa Schod Committee
meamber from 1904 to 1910. Hewss d0 adirector of the Westfidld Co-operative Bank and chairman of
the Security Committee. According to the profileof him written for Biographical Review, "Hewes gifted
by nature with grest mechenicd ability and the quick eye and artistic percgptions of e bom to the trade;
and during the years he hes been engaged in his chosen work he hes mede acongant and thorough study
of the art of building, and hes proved himself a competent and skilled workman™ { Biographical Review, p.
83). Hegpedidized iningtitutional and commerdd buildings, with projects that

(continued)
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incduded the Colonid Reviva Fine Street Schod in Northfield (now the Northfield Historical Sodety
Museum, ca 1903, NR); the Colonia Reviva Desoon Elwin Hills House (26 College Highway,
Southwick, 1906); the Romanesque Revivd Adhley Streat Schod (Westfield, 1898; Holton featured this
schodl in many of his advertisaments in the Westfidd City Directory); the Romenesque Reviva Saint
Mary's Parish Schoadl (1898, Bartlett Street, Wedtfield); the Lozier Auto Flant (Cyde Street, Westfield,
ca 1900); the Itdianate ca 1900 Bigmarck Hotd (16 Union Ave, Westfield); the Renaissance Revivd
Westfiddd YMCA (105-109 Em Street, ca 1900, NRDIS), and his own daborate Itdianate house a 71
Orange Sret (Westfidd, ca 1880), described in Biographical Review as "a very pleasant, modem-built
resdence’ (p. 84).

Builder Herder Cutler Wood (d. 1941) wes ane of the mogt progperous contractors in westem
Massechusdtts In addition to the Progpect Hill Schodl, he built Dmry High Schoadl in North Adams, the
North Adams Pogt Office, Westfidd's Ashley Strest School, and the Granville Library. Besdes his
Wedtfield operation, he st up acontracting busnessin Portsmouth, Rhode Idand. Like Holton, Wood
wes adtive in town affairs, serving onthe Board of Assessorsfrom 1925 to 1938. During his tenure on the
Board, Wood wes credited with cregting acomprehensive mgp of al properties in the city (Springfield
Daily News 12 Feb 1941, p. 22).

Mason Thomes Little (1839-1914) wes a Brooklyn native who moved to Westfield with his
family at the age of thirteen. He gpprenticed with Westfield meson and brick manufacturer L. B. Wakley
until the Civil War, when both Walkley and Little enlisted in the Union Army. Little served on
Wedtfield's town Appropriation Committee and on the Board of Water Commissioners and wes a director
of the Westfidld Power Compary and the Westfid d Co-operative Bank (Springfield Union, 25 Jul 1919,

p. 4).

The new Colonid Revival Pragpect Hill Schodl was 2/2 dories in height, with ahipped roof ad
twin gabled pavilions a the front facede. A dightly recessad entryway between the pavilions was sheded
by asmdl columned and pedimented portico. The brick building wes trimmed with rough-cut ssndgone
water table, lintels, and sills. The school opened in timefor the 1897-1898 schodl yeer, with a Sudent
body of 300 occupying saven of the eight new rooms. Seven teechers were in charge of dasses from
grade aneto nine.

The School Commiittee concluded: "Never in the history of our schodls have they hdd a higher
place in the estimation of our people than at present, and never have they bean more worthy of it" (School
Committee Report, 1897-98, p. 7). The workmanship in the new school wias nat exemplaty, however. In
1901, defective ceiling plagter in the new school nesded replacement. Architect Holton wes caled bedk to
take care of the work, dong with mason Thomeas Little. The next yesr, it wes discovered

(continued)
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that the saver line hed been improperly laid out, and hed to be replaced a acost of about $100. In 1907,
the schod hed more problems with defective plager ceilings, which were replaced with meta callings.

Superintendent Danforth saw the new Progpect Hill Schodl as the beginning of the trandformation
of Westfidd's public schod sysem from anetwork of ungraded one- and two-room wood-frame
sthoahousss pecked with gudentsof dl ages and levdsto a amdler group of consolidated graded
schodls with subgtantial masonty condruction and smal dassSzes. In hisreport for 189697, the
Supeintendent outlined his dandardsfor dassoom szeand leve; he wanted no more than two gredes to
aroom, with no more than 45 pupils per room. He proposad replacing dl one- and two-room
schoolhoussswith larger structures of & least four rooms, and for kindergartens to be established (School
Committee Report, 1896-97, p. 20).

Supaintendent Danforth envisoned Westfield's schoolrooms as more then utilitarian Soeces
Spoece, light, and ventilation were important, he argued, but 0 was beauty. Schoadls should do avay with
the "non-artigic and often positively ugly schod room of the past.” Not onlyfi newoodwork in trim and
desks (perhapslike that provided by Lambson a the Progoect Hill Schoal), but "artistic trestment” of
walls ad ceilingswas cdled for with "harmonious colors suited to the conditions of light being
aubgituted for the plain white and for the more objectionable crude coloring which sometimes displaced
it. Add good pictures and your schodl rooms may become positively beautiful, and therefore more useful
in the best sansg" (School Commiittee Report, 189697, p. 24). Progpect Hill's spadious, high-ceilinged
rooms, well-lit by banksof windows, no doubt met with his gpprova.

In 1900, with atotal population of 12,310, Westfield hed 2,068 children between the ages of five
andfifteen.A tota of 1,902 of thosechildren attended public schoals, 257 went to parochid schoals, and
149 went to the Modd Schod & the Stiate Norma Schoal. The town hed 22 schoolhouses with atotal of
74 rooms One hundred and eight students went to evening schooal, with 75 of them over the age of
fifteen. In 1900, Westfidd expended $45,499.57 in tax revanueson its public schools, placingit roughly
in the middle of goending for towns of Smilar Sze throughout the Sate.

That year (1900), Schodl Superintendent Danforth was sucosaded by Sanley H. Holmes With
the assgance of the Sate Norma School, Holmes ingtituted a program to sandardize the curriculum for
schoals throughout town, using the Norma School's Modd Training Schoal curriculum as a prototype.
He recommended creating aschoal lunch program. He proposed further consolidation of rurd didricts,
with sudantsfrom Pochassic Schodl to be st to Progpedt Hill and Eagt Fams dudents shifted to Middle
Fams and Progpect Hill. Progoect Hill now hed akindergarten, with two teechersin chargeof the dass
(Schodl Commiittee Report, 1900-01).

(continued)
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In 1902, judt five yearsafter opening and two yearsafter getting its kindergarten, Progpect Hill
wes dreedy crowded. Its kindergarten dass moved to arented building on Columbia Strest, off North
Eim Strest. Even without the kindergarten, the schodl wias above its capacity, with dassesranging from
27 to 54 dudents for atota of 363 pupils (School Committee Report, 1902-03).

In 1902, Superintendent Holmes looked badk with pride on improvements mede the previous
year. Total expenditures from all sourcesfor schools hed tripled in the two decades from 1830 to 1902,
going from $19,122.86 to $61,797.60, with the town spending $16.45 per sudent in 1880 and $33.87 per
pupil by 1902. Holmes looked forward to re-equipping the schools with new adjusteble chairs and desks
and new blackboards for the older schools Elementaty schod structure hed bean chenged from nine
grades plus kindergarten to eight grades plus kindergarten.

Holmes conduded his report by saying, "We have conditions in our schodls to-day, which, if not
ided, are a leest excdlent—good buildings, good equipment, modem text-books, astrong teeching force,
awel aranged and well adgpted course of dudy—a loyd and gppreciaive public sentiment and generous
financia provison. For saverd years to come the am of the school manegemeant should be nat to
introduce further innovations or radica changes, but to let well enough done, and to s direct the schod
work asto get the largest and best resullts under the presant conditions, and increesetheir capecity for
useful serviee' (School Committee Report, 1902-03, p. 17).

Progpect Hill by thistime hed 369 sudents, and ance again hed akindergarten, dbeit aamdl ane
of only nine pupils. The rest of the schoal's dasses ranged from 29 to 54 sudents. The eight-year-old
schodl was well beyond its cgpacity of 294 pupils. The Superintendent's report described its " upper four
gradesin particular being taxed to their utmog capacity” (Westfield Town Report, 1905-06, p. 187). That
sare yea, alaw was pessad raising the age of compulsoty schodl attendance for illiterate children from
fourteen to sixteen. With apopulation of 13,610, the town now hed aschodl population of 2,285.

In 1907, both the School Committee and superintendent commented on Westfield's growing
immigrant population. The School Committee reminded taxpayers "The importance of the schod sygem
and its possibilitiesfor good are enlarged in these daysof unusud immigration” (Westfield Town Report
1906-07, p. 170). Superintendent Smmons wrate about the problems cregted by the "rapidly increesing
population, the influx of meny nationdities of diverse characteridics and cugoms, the necessity for thar
assmilation into our body poalitic, the more complex and exacting conditions of life."

(continued)
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Early Modern Period (1910-1958)

During the eerly 1900s Westfield began to seitsdf & acity rather than atown. Busness ad
industty, rather than agriculture, hed dominated itseconomy for severd decades Conoans for civic
hedlth, improvement, and beattification prompted the esteblishment of a town Flanning Board in 1914.

In 1920, acharter committee successfully presanted aproposa to Westfield voters, and thetown
officialy became acity, with apopulation of 18604 (Adams, James R, "Westfidd Histoty 1920-1940" in
Janes pp. 304-305).

With the tumof the 20* centuty, the population mix on Progpect Hill hed dhanged from primarily
Yankee to amixture of Irish, Italian, and Polish residents, mog of whom worked in the shops ad
factories on and around North Em Stret. In @ 1989 reminiscence of life in the North Sde in the 1890s
and early 19005 former Mayor George W. Searlerecdled aprogperous busness digtrict dong North Em
Sregt bdow Progpect Hill, with S. John's drug store, the Gresk Reviva Foger House, the Bay Sate
Hotel, Jesse Cleaty's barber shop, ahardware and farm machinary sore, Jod Clark's grocety dore, a
redaurant, ablacksmith shop, livety dables Henty G. Taylor's tobaoco warehouse, and afiredation. The
neighborhood's changing ethnic mix was reflected in the nemes of its busnesspeople, with the Itdian
community represented by cobbler Roooco DePopolo and barber Manud Pachico, and Irish represanted by
butchers Ben Cdlahan and John Sheg, barbers John Teshan, Jesse Cleaty, and John Kelly, and sdloon
kegper Joe McGowan (Searle, "The North Side" in Janes & Soatt, pp. 407-410).

In 1920, Wedtfidd's new mayor faced a savere chdlenge. By the end of World Wer |, the
industries which hed fostered Westfield's growth were struggling to survive. The coming of the
automohile mede the whip industty obsolete (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 15).

By fall of 1921, about 1% of the mee population was unemployed. Indugtrid activity through
the 1920s was mixed, as manufacturers throughout New  England begen to fed pressurefrom compenies
taking advantage of chegper, non-union labor in the South. Some companies moved South; others dosed
dtogether. Referring to the recent "industrial depression,” in Januaty 1922, Mayor Searle noted that
revenuesfrom water bills hed fallen off because the consumption of water hed dedlined with the dosing
of some factories. The City Almoner commented that the indudtria depression had srained poor relief
resources, with 565 parsons neading assisance due to unemployment (Westfield Town Report, 1921-22).

In 1927, anationd building dowdown affected locd manufacturers, and the plants began to
reduce workweeks and lay off workers. By 1930, with the onst of the Great Depresson, more than 800
men were out of work in Westfield. The City Almoner, Morrell H. Moore, noted that providing relief to
the unemployed was growing more and more difficult s cages became more numerous
(continued)
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Federd and date projects under the auspicesof the CWA, ERA, WPA, and CCC weant some way
toward rdieving the unemployment situation. Expandon of the State Sanatorium, bridge building, an
amoty, and aCCC camp on Hampton Flains to ded with gypsy maths were among the projectsthat
brought jobs to Westfid ders, but indugtrid jobs continued to go dsawhere

Magorfloodsin 1936 and 1933 hit Westfidld and the rest of Hampden County hard. While the
risng Westfiedd River dosad the Great River Bridgein both cases damegedong Elm Strest gopears to
have baan limited. The worstfloodingoccurred to the eedt of the centra business digtrict. Pardhed high
above Union Street, the Progoect Hill neighborhood wes soered any mgjor damage

Like most communities, Westfield mede a turnaround with the coming of World War I1. The war
years brought some jobs back to town, dthough afew busnesses hed to cut production because they
could nat gat materids. The surplus of workers quickly became ashortage. Stanley Home Products
expanded, taking over the former Textile Manufacturing Company plant on North EIm Stret; bicyde
manufecturer Columbia Manufacturing shifted to bomb making and won an Army-Navy E Award for its
war production, an accomplishment quickly repested by American Abrasive. United Siates Whip
Compay (U.S. Line Company) wert from makingfi shinglinesto producing nylon and silk cord for
parachutes and silk and nylon surgica sutures.

After the war, Westfield's manufacturing sector ssamed diverse and progperous. Producers of
bailers, radiators, bicycles, and papar products were still going strong, as were textile and threed
manufecturers. Other products included brushes mops fish lines, cdluloid products, brick, boxes
grinding wheds and abradives, hardware, gregting cards, precison tools, plumbing supplies, ectrica
motors, and even prefabricated houses Brick, lumber, and woodworking products were eo being mede
and the city's marble quarries were still in busness

Progoect Hill School

The 20 centuty witnessed an expangion in the rales of public schools Schoadls were now seen as
repongble for children's physica hedth as well astheir intdlectud well-being. Annua eye and ear
tegting of gudents began in 1906. Referring to a 1906 date law requiring school committess to gppaint
one or more schod physicians, Smmons urged the town to comply with the law, arguing itswisdom in
preventing the goreed of infecfious diseases and derting parants to possble hedth problems in their .
children (Westfield Town Report, 1906-07).

With its 1908-09 annud report, the School Committee begen to ook beyond the schod buildings
and out to the schoolyards. Noting arecant trend to encourage pupilsto use schoolyards as playgrounds,

(continued)
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the committee recommended miaking schodlyards larger and more pleasant, with the addition of shede
trees, lawns, and soecefor bal playing, swings, lavn tennis, and other games Smmons referred to a
recent Massachusatts gatute requiring towns with populations over 10,000 to maintain & leest one
playground. He argued strongly for the benefit of playgroundsin preventing ddinquency and improving
the hedith of Westfidd's children. In its 1909-1910 report, the School Committee pronounced an
expaimentd playground st up a the Bartlett Srest Schod a 9uooess and recommended that playgrounds
be aredted & other schodls as well.

In 1909, Progpect Hill had nearly 400 dudents. The School Committeg's 1910-1911 report noted
that Progpet Hill nesded two teechersin some of its dassrooms to hande the number of sudents. With
the progpect of an H. B. Smith foundty expansion on the north sSde of the river attracting new residents to
the areg, the committee feared the schoodl would be overwhdmed. Even without the foundty expangion,
the committee worried that anather room would nesd to be gpened in the nearby Union Sret Schod to
hande the overflow from Progpect Hill. Although the committee hoped that the imminent opening of a
parochid schod connected with Holy Trinity Church would hdp matters, it would only be atemporaty
fix and apoor policy to rey on "private enterprise to furnish schoodl facilities." With apopulation of
16044 in 1910, Westfidld had 2,820 children attending schodls, with 75 teechers now employed
(Westfidd Town Report 1910-11, p. 188).

In 1912, James A. McDougdl replaced Smmons as Schod Superintendent. That year, schodl
atendance became mandatoty for dl employed illiterates beow the age of twenty-one. The new law
increesad attendance a the evening school, which induded courses a the new Industrial School. New
dasses were addaed to prepare immigrants for citizenship (the sate would eventudly provide fundsfor
citizenship dassssin 1919). Initsannud report for that yeer, the Schoo Committee noted thet the schod
ocaaus hed risen from 2,099 to 2,888 children in the previous ten years. The Progoect Hill Schod was o
crowded that hdlwayswere being ussd as dassrooms With acgpadity of 280 students (by McDougdl's
figures), the schod hed 419 pupils. Sudent numbers a Progpect Hill hedfluctuatedfrom 345 to ahigh of
466 over the previous ten years, and had not met McDougdll'sfigureof 280 snce the schodl opened
(Westfidd Town Report, 1912-13).

In 1913, the town voted funds to build two new schoals, including one on Progpect Hill, and to
grant teechers their long-awaited raises The overcrowded schodls resulted in "impureair, nervetendon
and brainfag on the part of teachers and children,” according to Superintendent McDougall. Progpect Hill
Schoal was nat expanded for another dx years. Upon reviewing the recent census data, McDougdll
discovered that about half of schodl-age children undear fourteen hed non-English speeking parents He
dressed the importance of teaching them the fundamentals of the American political sysem as well asthe
English language The evening school, which hed begun with amgjority of American bom sudents,

(continued)
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was increesingly becoming aschoal for immigrantsttying to learn English and preparefor citizenship.
Only thirteen American-bom students attended in 1913. The mgjority (197) were Pdles, with Itdians a
digant second & 38. The remaining gudantswere amix of Bohemians, Soveks, Gamans, Gresks
Hungarians, Russan Jaws Lithuanians, Danes Finns, and Ruthenians from Gdlicia (Westfield Town
Report 1913-14).

Passeoe of a new child labor law in 1913 compdled children between fourteen and Sixteen yeers
of e to bedther & schod or a work, making for erratic educations for children who only went to
schodl betwean periods of employment and did nat attend the evening schodls as required. That same
yea, the datelegidature indituted a Teechers Retirement Law  to provide pendons for teachers over the
ae of 70. A bill providing for permenent tenure for teecherswho hed served one year and been re-
gppointed wes dso passad, though it wes lesswel-received by the Schod Superintendent, who noted that
there was no provison for "the dimination of the inefficient.” (Westfield Town Report 1913-14)

A new facet in outdoor education was added with the indtitution of a schoadl garden a the
Progpet Hill School. Foundty H. B. Smith Company donated an acre of land for that purpose
McDougdl was cautioudy optimigtic about the experiment, expressing conocerns about "boys and young
menwho generdly do not congder it anything out of the way to destroy gardensand fruit trees™ Students
who worked in the garden would be alowed to kegp the produce that they grew. McDougdl saw the
gaden ss away to introduce sudents to agricultural work as apossble future caresr (Westfieddd Town
Report 1913-14, p. 204). The addition of playgrounds and gardens to schoadl yards and an increesing
interest in hedth programs for sudentswere pat of anaiond trend that began to regard hedthcare ad
physica education as important schodl functions.

In 1914, McDougdl wes replaced by C. Edward Fisher as Schodl Superintendent. FHsher
complained that no grade schodls exoet for the new Abner Gibls Schodl hed ether hot running weter or
artificia light. Westfield's sudent population hed grown to 3,834, including children & the Sate
Sanatorium, showing gains ranging from 40 to 65 Sudentsayesar. In order to accommodete the Progpect
Hill overflow, thetown rented the besamant of the Lutheran Church and adore & acod that, according
to Fsher's edimates would be sufficient to pay for an addition to Progpect Hill. Spending on education
in Westfidd hed falen far behind sate averages with Westfied spending $28.45 per pupil, compered to
an avarage of $37.64 gate-wide and $4643 in nearby Springfield. Westfield ranked 193rd in the 9ate in
per-pupil spending.

Fsher expressad concerns over the high cogtsof trangportation, whether by streetcar or wiagon.
He dso worried over the adequecy of the annud medicd ingpection, advising the town to hire a schoal
nurse to mike better use of the ingpection funds. Fisher recommended new schoolhouses neer Main ad
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Em Streats portable schoolhousssfor the Franklin, Ashley, and Davis Schoals, the purdhese of land on
Bartlett Sreat for schodl congtruction, electrifying and providing hot running water to dl schools The
congdmction of an addition to Pragpect Hill Schod for manud training, kindergarten, cooking, ad
sawing dasses, ws <o part of his recommendation. He dso recommended adding asdewalk, curbing,
and fencing & Progpect Hill Schodl, citing dangersfrom the four-way intersection and horse traffic that
frequented anearby watering trough (Westfield Town Report, 1914-15).

Fsher s up asydem of gandardized testing, using atest he hed developed himsdf in order to
encourage a more uniform curriculum. He recommended  buying dictionaries for dl grammar schod
dudents, and reported that the Athenaeumn hed egresd to add acopy of evety public schod textbook in
u=e to itscollection. In 1915, the first diplomas were granted to eghth-grade students, complete with
graduation caremony. About three-quarters of eghthrgrade sudents graduated. The PTA hed assiged by
rasing funds for ahat lunch program a the new Mosdey Schoadl, ingdlation of dectric lights a Court
Srest and Ashley Streat Schools and the purchese of Victrolas for Court Street, Ashley Stregt, ad
Progpect Hill Schodls (Westfield Town Report, 1915-1916).

In 1915, a Superintendent of Buildings was gppointed for the School Department, providing a
full-time person to menege mantenance and new congdruction. By thistime, the Progoect Hill Schodl hed
490 gudants an average of more than 60 sudents per room. Commenting on the continuing problem with
overcrowding a Pragpect Hill School, Fisher complained in his 1915 report that astore hed to be rented
to accommodate the kindergarten, and thet the sdewak and curbing he hed requested earlier hed ill not
bem ingdled. Supeintendent Fsher cdled for the Superintendent of Buildings to oversee acomplete
overhaul of dl schod buildings to put them "in first dass condition."

C. Ndson Seymour, the new building superintendent, mede alonglist of recommendations for
Progpect Hill: improved firedarms, metd ceilingsin the besaments newfloorsin corridors, new treeds
on dairs, new blackboards, metd weather-gtripping on windows, eectric lights, new cod bins, the
addition of eaves troughs and show guards, and new sdewaks (Westfield Town Report 1915-16, p. 219).
In 1918, Seymour reported the completion of the work, with ingtdlation of metd cellingsin the besament,
additiond dectrica work, resurfacing of Sdewaks, and new window shedes

In his 1916-1917 report. Fisher pointed out that over the previous decade, Westfidd's school
populaion hed increased 42%, in contregt to adatewide averegeof 22%. Yet Westfidd's per-pupil
expenditure was still 202™ out of 353 towns Still, he bdieved that Westfield's Sudents mede a srong
acadamic showing, thanks to auniform town-wide curriculum. He cited ecedemic achievements ad
improvements in the physicd fitness of sudents due to improved playground facilities and sports
equipment. In order to improve monitoring of sudent hedth, Fisher requested thet the part-time school

(continued)
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nurse be medefull time. Fsher recommended reorganizing the school systlem with ingtitution of ajunior
high, for a"gx-three-threg’ plan (Sx yearsof grade schodl, three yearsof junior high, and three years of
high school).

At Progoet Hill, the kindergarten dasswas till houssd in agtore because the schoadl building
was overcrowded, even though enrollment hed been reducad to 348 with the opening of the nearby
Mosdey Schodl. But the Superintendent of Buildings reported that many of the improvements he hed
propossd hed been mede, including new cod bunkers, fire darms, dectric lighting, and the painting and
varnishing of wals and woodwork, & acost of $779.66.

In the 1917-1918 School Committee report, overcrowding at Pragoect Hill wes again lamented.
The gudent body hed grown again to 368 sudents Weether-gtripping hed bean added to increese the fue
efficiency of the school. Superintendent FHsher again recommended the addition of metd ceilingsin the
Progpet Hill besamat and the ingtdlation of new radiators to save on fuel.

In 1918, Fisher was replaced as Superintendent by Chester D. Stiles. With Americas
involvement in World Wer |, Stiles ordered achangein curriculum o that upper grades could sudy the
geogrgphy and higtoty of the conflict, and he suggested that arithmetic problems center around Liberty
Loans and War Savings Slamps Stiles do promoted increesing the coursssin domedtic sdience avallable
for girls, egpecidly inlight of the food consarvation and rationing programs then in place. In order to
improve the qudity of medica ingpections. Stiles recommended hiring afull-timeschool physcian. Siiles
resurrected Fsher's plan for dandardized testing, but with nationdly developed tests He began the use of
Courtis Arithmetic Teds Ayres Spelling and Writing Tests, and Thomdyke English testsin Wedtfidd's
schods (Westfield Town Report 1918-19).

The Schod Committee wrotewith prideinits 1918 and 1919 reports thet it hed never requested
goadid town mestings for budget woes and hed aways meneged to work within its budget. It empheszed
thet, even though it hed taken grest efforts to economize, dl the buildings were now in good condition,
though repairs were anticipated to kegp them 0 for the coming years: The commiittee wert on to
complain of the compulsoty attendance lawsthat sent children to school sporadicaly from the age of
fourteen on, if they were temporarily out of work, and recommended that the age of condant attendance
be raisd tofifteenor Sixteen.

In 1919, Progoect Hill Schoal grew yet again, with an addition a the front that arested a new
facade, il in the Colonid Revivd style. The addition cogt $26,577.05 and was desgned by Macolm B.
Harding (1885-1950), who recaived $1,483.30 for his sarvices (Although the architect isnat nemed in
the report, apayment to Macolm Harding islisted in the 1919-1920 Tressurer's report; the amount

(continued)
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matches that listed for "Architect'sfees' in the Progoect Hill Schodl figures.) The addition induded two
new dassoomsand an auditorium.

In the 1919-1920 report, the new Progpect Hill addition wes praisad as "not only improv]ing] the
gopearance of the former building but it makes ample provision for conditions in the Pragpect Hill section
for many years to come” A new baoiler greetly improved winter comfort, and anew assambly hdl "will
be ane of the finestin town and will render that section of the community aspedid sarvice, both to the
pupils and the public" (Westfield Town Report, 1919-1920, pp. 179-180). At Pragpect Hill in 1921-1922,
$701.73 was spent to complete the new addition with painting and the ingtdlation of additiond dectric
lights. The schod now accommodated 407 pupils. Superintendent Stiles recommended  adding manud
training and domedtic science to the curriculum at the newly renovated Progpect Hill Schodl. He dso
recommended cregtion of a summer sthoal to ded with children working below their grede levd.

Bom inHatfield in 1885, architect Macolm B. Harding moved with his family to Southwick and
atended Westfidd High Schoal. After graduating, he moved to Springfield and worked as adraftaman for
achitects E.C. and G.C. Gardner. He furthered his architectura gpprenticeship in New York City, where
he worked for Dodge & Momson and studied a the Pratt Ingtitute and Columbia University. He moved to
Westfield in 1914, becoming apartner in the firm of Fome & Harding. West Springfield High Schoal
was hisfirst desgn project. Harding ssams to have mede apedidty of designing public schoodls He dso
desgned Westfidd's High Schoal, the Fort Meadow Schod (1916, White Street), Longmeadow's Certer
Elementaty Schoadl (1928, 811 Longmeadow Street, Colonid Reviva), the Russdl Elementaty Schod
(1923, NR, now the Rus=ll Libraty and Fre Station, 162 Main Street, English Revival), and the Art
Deco Southwick Consolidated Schoaol (1927, 456 College Highway, now the Southwick Community
Center). Non-academic  buildings in Westfield indlude the Westfidld Women's Club (1926, 28 Court
Street), the new Westfidld Athenaeum building (1927, 6 Em Strest), the Third National Barnk (1924, 8
Em Street), and the White gpartment block (1919, 32 Noble Avenue), dl in the Classcal Reviva or
Colonid Revivd gyles. Harding a0 designed the Granville Town Hall (1927, Colonid Revivd).
Harding dso guided devdopment in the city, serving on Westfied's Board of Survey and Building Code
Board of Appeds (Westfiedld News Advertiser, Feb 3, 1950, p. 3).

The renovated school continued to be afocusfor the Pragoect Hill neighborhood. By now a
predominantly Irish endavethat dso induded asmdl number of Polish and Italian resdents, the
neighborhood hed devdoped an identity as adoseknit working-class community. The schoal's new
mesting hal gave the building an added dimenson a acommunity center.

(continued)
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By the 1921-1922 schoal year, concams about the hedth of Westfield's children prompted
svad changes The schools hedtheare staff induded anutrition worker, aschool nurss, examining
phyddans, and adentd clinic. Arrangements were mede to provide sudentswith milk from the Farmers
Cooperaive Milk Exchange and arackers from the Nationa Biscuit Company for hedthy snecks
Lectures on nutrition and proper hygiene were added to the schoal curriculum, and pogers promoating
good hedth were digplayed in the schools. Two gpecid hedth dasseswere organized, one a the Abner
Gibbs School, and one a Pragpect Hill, because of the large percantage of underweight children in both
sthools Home visits were dso mede to sudantsof particular concem.

In the 1922-1923 schodl yeer, the hedth program was increesed by addition of hot lunchesa
Abner Gibbs, Mosdey, and Progoect Hill Schodls The dentd clinic, established in May 1921, examined
1918 children and found that more than 75% of them nesded dental trestment. Those who could not
afford aregular dentist were tregted by the schodl clinic (Westfield Annua Report, 1921-22, p. 220).

With residentid devdopment moving further from the city center, schoal trangportation weas a
continuing problem. Schoal wagons and buses were usudly full, and trolley trangportation wes getting
expensve Stiles recommended adding more buses to dedl with the problem. He o recommended
providing acar for the Superintendent of Buildings.

By the 1923-1924 schodl year. Progpect Hill hed 400 pupilsenrolled in ten dasses Thecity asa
whole hed 4,823 schodl-age children, alarger schod enrollment than similarly Szed communities
throughout the gate. In his report for that year. Suparintendent Stiles noted the importance of extenson
and evening trade coursesfor carear education. He recommended adding vocationd educetion to the
gramma and high schod curricula. He dso proposad using the Continuation Schodl for placement of
girls and boyswith employers. Noting the crowding & adl schod leves, he recommended congtruction of
anaw high schoal and using the old high schoadl building for ajunior high school and for manud training,
domedtic sience, and for the academic dassesof the Continuation School .

Stiles addressed the role of the schodls in meeting Sudents hedlthcare as well & job training
nesds He praised the suocess of the recently ingtituted medicd ingpections &t controlling contagious
disseee and providing an early warning system for identifying sick and nesdy children. Chapter 71 of
Mass Generd Laws hed recently been changed to require "indoor and outdoor games and ahletic
exerdsg' in the public schodls and the gppaointment of a director of physica education. Stiles
recommended thet these requirements be atended to quickly in order not to risk losing Sate funding.
(Westfild Annua Report, 1923-1924).

(continued)
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While the canaus hed shown an increese of four paroat in population from 1920 to 195, the
schodl population hed increased nine percent. Classes genardly hed 42 pupils or more, up to ahigh of 58,
a atime when schod officials recommended maximum dassszes of 35 dudents Schodls hed bean filled
to capedity for sevard years, and the high school wes 0 crowded that dasses were conducted in split
shifts, or a"two platoon sysem.” Keefelamented that "...it seams peculiar of our schoadls, they areno
sooner enlargad than they are immediatdly filled, as though nature and dl the agendesof lifewere
congpiring to defeet the calculations of men”  (Westfield Annua Report, 1923-24, p. 28). By 1925, with
its addition only five yearsold. Pragpect Hill's lower four gradeswere crowded. Superintendent Stiles
uggested reopening the old Union Strest Schodl to remedy the Situation.

In his 1927 report, the School Superintendent compared schoadls of 1927 with those of 40 years
ealier. A larger percantage of schod-age children were actudly attending school, with aschod year
nearly 40 dayslonger than that of the 1880s Thebadic curriculum of the "three R's," supplemented with
alittle geogrgphy, histoty, and sdence, and, if the sudent was lucky, perhgps some art and music, hed
expandad to indude literature, government, citizenship, "mords and mannas nature study, cooking,
sawing, menud training or indudtrid arts, thrift, ssfety first, acddent and fire prevention, hedth and
physica education." Pedagogy that hed focused on memorization hed changed to emphasize "deveoping
higher mord character, better hedth habits, civic efficiency, command of fundamental processes worthy
home membership, vocationd efficiency and whoesome use of lesuretime” (Westfield Annua Report,
192627, p. 35).

In 1928, Mayor Putnam reported the addition of more Sdewaks on Montgomety Strest and
paving Crown Sret in the Progpet Hill areal In 1928 and 1929, Podhassc Roaed was paved batween
Paker and Atwater Stregts, and the northem end of Montgomety Street resurfaced with new grave
(Westfidld Town Reports, 1927-29).

When the high school moved out of its Broad Strest building in 1930, a new intermediate school
moved in. Theold high schoal building wes immediately condemned by the intermediate school's
principa &s being too smal and ugly. Thisdhange wes the culmination of a trend toward diminating one-
room mra schodls and consolidating digtrict schodls into larger regiond or city-wide schodls a process
that hed begun with the congtruction of Pragoect Hill Schoodl in 1897. By 1931, only asngle one-room
schoolhouse remained in the city, and Superintendent Stiles recommended closing that ane (Westfied
Town Reports 1929-31).

With the Depression, Superintendent Stiles recommended kegping children in schodl longer 0
that they would be better prepared to compete for jobs when theyfinished.He dso recommended adding
an adult education program for commercid and trade subjects to as5s unemployed resdants to leam new
trades

(continued)
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In 1932, Superintendent Stiles propossd setting up apre-schoal a Progpet Hill, usng "'vacant
rooms' (perhaps in the baesament, Snce the rest of the stchool ssams to have been full to capecity). Some
of the schodl's goece problems hed bean resolved by rdocating seventh graders to the Intermediate
Schod and transferring some pupilsto the Training Schodl. A newly ingtituted basgbdl program for the
dementaty schodls involved Progpect Hill and Maosdey Schod sudents. That year, the two-year-old
high schod was dreedy near capecity (Westfiedld Town Report, 1932-33).

In 1940, an independent conaultant wes hired to review the city's departments. The conaultant
found thet the totad sthodl-age population hed bean going down over the pedt five years, from 3923 in
1935610304 in 199, areversd of a decadesiong trend. Itisnot deer if the dedinewas dueto alossin
overd| population, or to parents keeping their children out of schodl in response to the economic
hardships of the Depression. About 13% of Westfield's schod children werein private schoals "a
condderable relief to the financial burden placed on the taxpayer for the support of public education,” the
dudy noted (Griffenhagen, p. 12).

The dudy reveded that many Wedtfield teechers lacked bachdor's degrees with 59 out of 80
demantaty schod teechers having gone through two yearsof normd school, but not completing a degree
In the trade schoal, only four out of fourteen teechers hed college degrees and two  hed not completed
high school. The report recommended requiring dl teechers to have bachdor's degress. In Westfidld, it
was noted, teechers hed an average dass Sze of mare than 28 sudents in 1935, Noting that the nationd
averagewss actudly doser to 30 dudents pea teecher, the Sudy recommended increasing the sudent-
teacher rdio to save on employee sdaies Progect Hill School's sudent-teecher ratio was dightly ebove
the avarage, with about 31 Sudents per teecher.

During World Wer |1, Westfield schodls contributed to the war effort. As women wentto work to
take over the jobis of absent servicamen, the nesd for childeare facilities became gpparent. Progpect Hill
School and Abner Giblos Schoadl became pre-schoadl childcare centers Hot lunches weare saved in schodls
to meke it more convenient for mothers to work. School hours were changed to alow children to work on
farms, where labor shortages were mogt keenly felt.

At Progpect Hill, the schodl continued to be an essentid part of the neighborhood's tight-knit
identity. At a 191 reunion, former residents fondly recaled the schodl as a childhood hangout during the
1930s and 19405 where they gethered to play after schod hours. George Kdleher described the schoadl
and its surrounding neighborhood as a"'playground of learning." Kdleher and his neighbors, Charles
Hagan and Robat Andrews, who dl grew up in Progpect Hill during the 1930s and 1940s "said the
neighborhood wes 20 sdlf-contained, there was rardly aresson to leave it." (Skantz, Ledie, "Pragpet Hill
bunch getting together" Union-News, Feb 8, 1991). "It was such atight-knit neighborhood, and even if
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people |eft the areg, they still kept in touch,” former resident Maurean Morrissey Olekssk sad in a1991
interview (Skantz, Ledie, "'Hill peoplé plan to turn reunion into tailgate party,” Union-News May 16,
1991). Within the neighborhood, Pragpect Hill Schoadl became "a second home for children in
kindergarten through sixth grade™ inspiring many of them to go onto carearsin education (Skantz,
Ledie, "Pragpect Hill histoty recorded by ‘Bunch,™’ Union-News, Jul 18, 1991).

The public schoal population, which hed dedined during the 1930s rose again in the poswear
years Westfidd's tota population went from 18,793 in 1940 to 20,962 in 1950. In 1957, Supeintendent
of Schodls Thomas Abemethy brought up the perennid problem of schoadl overcrowding. From 1963 to
1957, the sudent population hed grown from 3,688 to 4,742. The dementaty schodls werefilled to
capacity, with somejuggling necessary to distribute sudents from different partsof the city among the
grade sthodls The superintendent: encoureged  the School Committee to condder building anew junior
high school, hoping to hawve gpprova to begin condruction in 1960. Abemethy commented on the recant
Spoutnik launch, and how it hed generated increesad interest in improving math and scence education.
Sounding much like his sucoessors fifty yearslater, Abemethy lamented thet, in contragt to Russan
children who were pushed to echieve, American children "have been shdtered from failure, and the entire
process hes bean mede s essy and as ugar-coated a6 possible” He encoureged  parents to
"practice..saying 'No,™ and "banning the TV st while the home work isbeing done’ (Westfidd Annud
Report, 1957, pp. 49-51). With the pessege of the Nationad Defense Education Act in 1958, federd funds
became available to improve science, meth, and foreign languege ingtruction in the schools

Reoaent Higtory (snce 1958)

The condruction of the Massachusatts Turnpike in the 1950s and Interstate Route 91 in 1967
encouraged  traffic to bypesscity centarsfor suburben residentid and busness devdopments. 1n 1956, an
Indudtria Development Commission was established to encourage new devdopment and goonsor goecid
events to atract busnessesand cugomers to town. The commisson eventudly became the Indusdtria
Devdopment Corporation, which maneged the city'sfirst industrid park. In 1958, the opening of thet
park near the Turnpike proved a boon to Westfield. The park was expanded in the late 1960s

Although the business dimate dagnated during the late 1970sand eaxrly 19805 city officials and
mambas of the business community worked together to tum things around during the next two decades
In 1989, the city conveyed more than 200 acres of farmland on the North Sde to WetMass Devd opment
Corporation to aregte a high+tech indugtrid park. In 1999, the Westfidd Community Devel opment
Corporation arested aamdl busness incubator. These two  projects were followed by astring of suburben
commerdd devdopments, as nationd retail and restaurant cheins added franchises dong Route 20. This

(continued)
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combination of newv indugtrid and retail establisiments hdped reverse the downward employment spiral
of the 1970s and 1980s Morethan 3500 newv jobswere aregted in Westfield between 1997 and 2000,
ragng the city'stotd employment from 15,237 to 19843 (Westfidd 5 Year Consolidated Action Plan).

Although population increeses were nat quite as profound in the 1980s and 19905 Westfidd's
population still grew, reaching 38,372 in 1990, and 40,072 in 2000. An influx of Russan immigrants
addad yet ane mare group to the city's ethnic mix. While the city's housng sodk hed grown, never
housing tended to be fairly upscde, single-family suburben homes with little new housing cregted for
low- and moderaterincome residents. A 2004 action plan prepared by the Westfiedld Community
Devdopment Department found acritical shortageof affordable housing (Westfield 5 Year Consolidated
Aan).

Westfield's higtoric downtown cortinues to gmggle in the face of suburban commercid
devdopment. Snce the 1970s city planners have targeted the downtown areafor redevdopment, with
planning dudies and conaultant reports propodng improvements from landscgping to increesed parking to
the credtion of a downtown pededtrian mall. Asin many communities, only afew of the revitdization
plan's recommendations were implemented. Retallers like JJ. Newbeny, Eaton's, and Fines Clothing,
which hed bean downtownfixturesfor decedes dosad in the 1980s and have not been replaced. While a
number of sarvice andfinancial-rel atedbusnesses continue to operate downtown. Em Sirest hes only a
handful of retail establishments occupying its storefronts.

The Westfidd Community Devdopment Corporation begen work on an Em Srest Area
Revitdization Project in 2004 with improvements to Sdewadks and other public amenities, whilethe
Westfiedd Home Improvement Program (WHIP) targeted housing in the downtown areafor rehabilitation.
The Community Devdopment Department's 2006-2007 action plan involved creetion of a downtown
Business Improvement Didtrict. A downtown trangit center, an upscde hotd, and the enlargemeant of the
Gremn ae dl daed for congruction over the next few yeers. Funding hes <o bean goproved for
renovetion of the Great River Bridge and condruction of a new "dgter bridge" smilar in desgn to the
1939 Great River Bridge; the old bridgewill be renovated as athreslane gructure for southbound traffic,
while the new bridge, to be congructed eedt of the old one, will cany three lanes of northbound traffic.
(Westfidd 5 Year Consolidated Action Plan; Springfield Republican, May 26, 2006; Paving and Traffic
Congedtion Manegamat projectslist, Westfidld City Engineering Department).

Progoet Hill School

Issues of schoal crowding continued into the 1960s and 19705 &s the city's population jumped
more than 5,000 residents eech decade, going from 20,962 in 1950 to 26,302 in 1960, to 31,433 in 1970,

(continued)
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to 36,465 in 1980. The increese gopears to have bean due to acombination of new immigrants from
Puerto Rico, and suburban trangalants from surrounding communities. In her report of 1964, Schod
Superintendent Lynn Clark projected an increese of 1,000 pupilsfrom 1961 to 1970. Teacher-pupil rtios
were gtill high (by current sandards), with 35 sudents per teecher.

In the early 19605 interscholadtic and intramura sports programs were initiated in the new Junior
High Schod and in the dementaty schools Abner Gibbs Elementaty Schodl wiss expanded, and
daszyoom soece wes increesed a Progoect Hill by ingtaling afolding partition in the reer of the
auditorium. Playgrounds a mary schoadls hed been paved, which Superintendent Clark hed advocated as
an improvementt for recregtiond use of the Stes Enrollment hed been increasing seedily over the
previous ten years with an increase of two to three hundred sudents per year for mod of the decede The
1950 citywide enrollment wes 2,927 sudents in 1980 it was 5,359. In 1964, though, the superintendent
noted agradud dedline in the birth rate after the "big beby crop of the 1940 and 1950 decades” and
expedted enroliments to leve of f (Westfidd Annud Report, 1964, p. 91).

Progpect Hill continued as aregiond schod into the 1980s and wiss upgraded in 1989 with the
addition of computer equipment. However, by 1990 the city wes conddering sdlling severd of its turn-of-
the-centuty schoolhouses. The condruction of the new Pgpar Hill and Munger Schodls hed mede the ald
schools obsolete. Pragpect Hill, Mosdey, and Smith Avenue Schodls were threethat the city propossd to
surplus out &s part of a redidricting plan.

In 1991, Progpect Hill School was dosed, and the School Commiittee tumed it over to the city for
digposition. The next year, however, overcrowding again became an issue The recently dossd Mosdey
Schod ws reopened, but Progpect Hill was conddered too outdated to be refurbished.

Theclosing of the schoal became an occason for nogagia and reminiscence among Progpect
Hill's current and former residents. School dumni organized areunion of pedt and present Progpect Hill
dudents and neighbors that drew moare than a thousand people, some from as far avay as Alaska,
Cdlifornia, and Texas (Skantz, Ledie, "1,000 return home Progoect Hill ties renewed,” Sunday
Republican, dul 16, 1991). The evertt included tours of the well-loved schodl and ingpired the cregtion of
agies of videoswith interviews of former Progoect Hill residents.

Over the next fifteen years, the property languished unsecured, provoking neighborhood concams
about vanddlism and safety. In 1997, City Councilor Lenard C. Burtingame destribed the neglected
schodl a8 "probably the biggest eyesorein the city...It's acity building," Burlingame continued, "and it
desarves alot more atention then it is getting, which iszero right now"  (Hodgson, Kevin, "Schoadl
building desnup planned; VVolunteer effortin the VIOT}'S"UnionNens Aug 21, 1997).

(continued)
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Later that year, the overgrown schoal grounds were deared, and the property became the Ste of a
Nationd Guard training exercise. Seveard possble new usss for the building were proposad over the
intervening years, including a Chrigtian school, a dance studio, office goaoe, and Recregtion Department
heedquarters, but none ever came to fruition.

In the summe of 2004, Wedtfidd invited devdopers to submit proposds to renovae the
property. Nonprofit agency Domus, Inc. proposed to renovate the schoal for twenty-one units of
affordable family housing in garden-gyle and townhouse units. The organization hed previoudy
rehabilitated the Hotd Westfidd into low- and moderate-income gpartments. The Progpect Hill proposal
condged of two- and three-bedroom units with both low-income and market-rate rentals. "It's a beautiful
piece of property and abeautiful building,” Domus, Inc. Director Ann Lentini said. City officials
expresssd concern that action nesded to be taken quickly. "It's gotten to the point where we redly nesd to
ueit or in effect lose the building, which would betoo bed," Mayor Richard K. Sullivan, ., sad.
Referring to the Domus proposd, "It's probably our Hail Maty to save the building," ssid Community
Deveopment Director James M. Boardman, who hed himsdlf atended the school asachild (cited in
Graham, George "Former schodl attracts egency,” Sunday Republican, 19 Dec 2004).

In Februaty 2005, the City Council acogpted the Domus proposa. Domus hired Carloson &
Schmiitt, Inc. as project architects for the repidly deteriorating building, which by that point hed water
coming in through the roof axd sanding water in the besement. Tarpaulins were placed on the roof to
reduce the damege  The rehabiliation plan would presarve the exterior's historic gopearance, while
cregting an addition & the reer for an devator for handicgoped access Parking would be availeble on-Ste.
Renovations were expected to cogt around $6.3 million.

Domuss proposd to the Massechusatts Department of Housing and Community Devdopment
goecified that Sxteen of the units would be st asdefor tenants making 60% percant of the Sates median
income, or about $38,400 for afamily of four. Tenantswould be sdected by lottety, with thefirst eight
units reserved for people who lived, worked, or hed been educated in Westfield, or hed family in the city.
The new project was identified in the Westfield Community Devdopment Department's 2004 Action
Fan as one of severd that would help dleviate acritical shortegeof low- to moderatdy priced housing in
the city (Westfidld Consolidated Action Plan, p. 9).

With the city's housing sock beow the sate's recommended ratio for affordable housing, the
project was expected to gamer date gpprova. The scarcity of affordable housing dso meant that the
project would not reguire rezoning. The project was expected befi nancedas a public-private venture with
low-incometax credits offered to investors. The devdoper gpplied to the date Department of Housing
and Community Devdopment for public funding and recaived goprovd for CDBG grantsfor the project.

(continued)
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In March 2005, the proposa went before Westfield's Zoning Board of Appedsfor review of a
comprehengve permit gpplication. About forty resdents attended the mesting, expressng conocarns aoout
traffic and the nature of the tenants. Neighbors expressaed concem about the low- to moderaterincome
housing agpect of the project, dating a preference for senior housing ingteed. Lentini emphadzed that
"affordable” housng meant that resdentswould be working citizens. On Mar 31, the Zoning Board of
Appeds goproved the permit.

In Jenuaty 2006, gate funds were goproved for the project. Lentini coordinated funding from five
date ad federa sourcesfor atotal of $.7 million. Work hes begun to stabilize and dty out the building.
Condruction begen in 2007 and wias expected to be completed the following yeer.

Summary

The Progpect Hill Schod reflects the evolution of Westfield's schodl sysem from a nineteanth-
centuty network of one and two-room rura schoolhouses haphezardly maintained and employing diverse
curriculato atwentieth-centuty sysem of graded regiond schodls equipped with modem conveniences
and providing auniform education to dl of the community's sudents It represants the culmination of a
nearlyfifty-yeardruggle by the Schoo Committee to modemize Westfidd'seducationd sysem. The
first of Westfield's consolideted schools, Progoect Hill wes aneighborhood ingtitution fondly
remambaed by itsadumni and neighbors. The rehabilitation of the Pragpect Hill Schoal will not only
presarve acommunity ingtitution, but a<o fill acritica nesd for affordable housing in the city.

Archaeological Sgnificance

Historic archaeologica resources described above mey hep document the histoty of educationin
Westfidd and the focal point of the Progoect Hill neighborhood, ane of the first settled aress of Westfidd.
Additiond higtorical ressarch may contribute important information that identifies the complete sequence
of sthodl gructures that occupied the Progpect Hill Schod property varioudy known &s the Digtrict #8
Schodl, the Great River Didtrict School, the Great River West School, and finally, the Progpect Hill
Schoal. Infonnation obtained through archaeologica aurvey and testing may supplement and corroborate
historical sourcesby verifying school buildingsidentified through written sources and by contributing
evidence of schod buildings and rdated outbuildings assodated with eech school. Historica ad
achaeologicd resourcesmay help establish architecturd characterigtics for eech schod building, when
the buildings were built, renovated, and demoalished or incorporated into later schoal buildings. Higtorica
and archaeologicd ressarch may d<o hdp identify the location and function of bams dables ad
outbuildings assodated with eech schodl building and the facilities assodated with thet Sructure.
(continued)
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Deailed andlyss of the contents of occupationd-related features and artifact distributions around school
buildings might contribute important information related to the topics identified above, the dudents, their
families, and ultimatdy the resdentsof the Progpect Hill Neighborhood. Artifactsand macrofoss
evidence ney survive that contributes socid, cultural, and economic information rdated to the Sudents
and their families. Since the Progoect Hill Schodl and its predecessors saved as the focal point for the
Progoect Hill neighborhood, information obtained from archeeological festures may be representative of
the neighborhood as awhole. Important information mey adso exid rdated to educationd methods ad
techniques usd in the schod and how they changed from the 18¢ through 20* centuries.

Filling and grading have each occurred on the Progpect Hill Schodl property on & leest two occasons
dncethe mid 19 centuty. The school'slot isamog entirdly paved with agphdt. Given the ebove ad
the higtoty of intensve landuse of the schod property during the historic period, integrity remains a
potentia issuefor higtoric archaeologica resources that predate the presant school. Any higtoric
resourcesthat predate 1925 may have bean destroyed by congtruction of the present schodl and earlier
grading activities. Filling might have dso atted to protect hitoric resourcesin some arees

(end)
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Boundary Description

The boundaty begins a the southeest comer of Crown Strest and Montgomety Stret and procesdsina
southwesterly direction dong Montgomety Street for 16556 feet, then turns a adight angle ad
cortinues southwegterly dong Montgomety Street for 83,6 feet. The boundeaty then turns & aright angle
and runs eest 307.17 feet dong the southem property line of 33 Montgomety Street to the southwest
come of 33 Montgomety Street. The boundaty turns north and runs dong the reer lot line of 33
Montgomety Sret for 72 feet. The boundaty then turns eest and runs in anortheegterly direction dong
the northem lot line of 33 Montgomety Street for 318 feet to the point of beginning.

Boundary Jugification
The boundaty for the nominated property isthe same as the boundaty for the building lot on which the
dructure gands
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Progpect Hill School Photographer: Gregoty Farmer

33 Montgomery S. Dae October 2006

Westfield, Hampden County, Massachusetts  Loceation of Negetives Domus, Inc.

Photo #

1 Exterior view of Progpect Hill School, showing west and south devetions.

2. Exterior view of Progoect Hill Schoal, showing primety (west) eevation.

3. Exterior view of Progoect Hill Schooal, showing north and west devations

4. Exterior view of Progoect Hill School, showing eest and south devations.

5. Interior view of Progpet Hill School, showingty pi cal bessmant conditions, looking southwest.

6. Interior view of Progoect Hill Schooal, showing V fioorman corridor, looking esst

7. Interior view of Progoect Hill School, showingtypicd 1*'fioordassoom, looking southeed.

8. Interior view of Progpect Hill School, showing typical 2™ floor dassroom, looking northeedt.

9. Interior view of Progoect Hill School, showing former 2" floor auditorium, looking north.

Attachments
8 Neighborhood Map, City of Westfiedd GIS (2006).
b Map of Westfidd from Richards, Aflas of Hampden County (1912).
0 Progoedt Hill Schoal from Sanbom Insurance Magps (1917).
d) Progoet Hill Schoal from Sanbom Insurance Maps (1924).

e Photogrgph of Pragpect Hill Schoal and origind (1897) facade from City of Westfiedld Annud
Report (1914-15).

f) Photogrgph of Progpect Hill Schodl after 1919 remodding (original source unknown, courtesy
Wedtfidd Atheneum).

g) Photograph of Praogpect Hill Schodl (west and south devations), 1920 from the Ross Conner
Collection, Connecticut Valey Higtoricad Museum.

h) Fied day a Progoect Hill School, 1923 (Ross Comner Collection, CVHM).

i) Auditorium a Progpect Hill Schoal (evert not identified), April 1926 (Ross Conner Collection,
CVHM).

j)  Graduaing dassof Progoect Hill School, 1929 (Ross Conngr Collection, CVHM).

k) Charbea of Commerce deantup day a Progoect Hill School, ca 1930 (Rass Conner Collection,
CVHM).

(End of photographs and attachments)
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Westfield, Massachusetts, 1912. From Richards Atlas of Hampden County, 1912, Plate 7. Copyright: Richards Map Co., 1912
From the Atlas and Map Collection of the Connecticut Valley Historical Museum.
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Westfield, Hampden County, Massachusetts. New York: Sanbom Map Company, 1917
(Progpect Hill School outlined above))
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Westfield, Hampden County, Massachusetts. New York: Sanbom Map Company, 1924
(Progpect Hill Schoal outlined above)



Prospect Hill School, original facade
From Westfield Town Annual Report, 1914-15
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Prospect Hill School after 1919 remodeling. Date and source of original image unknown.
From a photocopy in the collection of the Westfield Athenaeum.



Prospect Hill School, 33 Montgomery Street, Westfield, Mass,, 1920
Congtructed 1897 - Architect Augustus Holton. Addition and facade remodeling, 1919 - Architect Malcolm Harding

Scanned from an uncatalogued negative from the Ross Conner Collection a the Connecticut Valey Historical
Museum.

This image may not be exhibited, copied, or published inany way (including electronically) without permisson
from CVHM.



Field day & Pragpect Hill School, 33 Montgomery Street. Westfield. Mass,, 1923
Scanned from an uncatalogued negative in the Rass Conner Collection a the Connecticut Vdley Historica Museum.
This image may not be exhibited, copied, or published in any way without permisson from CVHM.
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Unidentified group. Auditorium. Progpect Hill School. 33 Montgomery Street. Westfield, Mass, April 1926
Scanned from an uncatadogued negative in the Rass Conner Collection d the Connecticut Valey Historical Museum.
This image may not be exhibited, copied, or published inany way without permisson from CVHM.



Graduation group. Hill School, 33 Montgomery Street, Westfield, Mass, 1929

Scanned fr uatalogued negative inthe Ross Conner Collection & the Connecticut Vdley Historical Museum.
This image nglifbe exhibited, copied, or published in any way without permisson from CVHM.

Photographer: Freerick .1 Tooke Copyright: Frederick J. Tooke, 1929
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Chamber of Commerce clean-up day a Prospect Hill School, 33 Montgomery Street, Westfield, Mass,,

circa 1920-1930
Scanned from an uncatalogued negative in the Ross Conner Collection a the Connecticut Valey Historical Museum.

This image may not be exhibited, copied, or published in any way without pemiission from CVHM.
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwed | TT
M assachusetts Historical Commission

October 6, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Register of Historic Places
Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW  S" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosd pleesefind the following nomination form:
Progpect Hill Schoal, 33 Montgomery Street, Westfield (Hampden Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massechustts Historical Commission

endosure

cc. Denise Quinn, Westfield Historica Commission
Domus, Inc. / Pragpect Hill ApatmentsLP
Michael Boulanger, Mayor, City of Westfield
Gregory Farmer, Michelle Plourde-Barker, consultants
Anthony Petrucdlli, Westfield Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma us/sec/mhc



