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The Dillingham House i sset back about twenty feet from Route 6A, and t he facade, which
faces south, i sprotected from theroad by a thick privet hedge. The rear elevation

of thehouse looks out over open land, recently cleared of pine trees, across marshl and
and Quivit Creek t o Cape Cod Bay. The house i sseton fairly high land, and can be seen
from t heBay. The surrounding land i srural i ncharacter with a feweighteenth and
nineteenth century buildings interspersed with twentieth century devel opnent.
The house i ssaid t ohave been constructed by 1660. This date is based on local tradi-
tion, a deed for theland still i nthepossession of theDillinghams, and nmost inpor-
tantly, theexistence of that date burned into one of theattic rafters. The exterior of
the house has been very little altered, themajor changes occurring when t he house was
restored i n1915-18. As originally constructed thehouse was a full saltbox, with two »
roons on either side of thefront hall onthefirst floor and a keeping room extending
the length of t hehouse behind, and two roons on t he second floor, with a small attic
space under t heleanto roof. 1 n1915 thehouse was restored and enlarged. A shed dorner
was added t ot herear of thehouse t oprovide roomfor two nmore bedroons and a bat hroom
on t hesecond floor; an enclosed sleeping porch, west of thedorner, was al so added.

The house, resting on a stone foundation,
and a large central chimey. The first floor

i sshingled, with aregular five bay facade
w ndows on t hefront have 12/12 sash

Va' and nol ded cornices; those on t hesecond floor have 12/8 sash and plain lintels. The

W> six-paneled front door, later than itssurround, i sflanked by slender fluted pilasters
vMand surmounted by a five light transom and a steeply pitched triangular pedinment. The
AMhast elevation, with a saltbox profile sloping fromthe attic tobelowthelevel of the
rjj'first floor ceiling, has seven wi ndows, with sash ranging from 15/15t o 4/4. The saltbox

\~profile of thewest elevationi snot as long as theprofile of theeast elevation, and
a one-story enclosed porch projects west from thenorth end of t hewest el evation.

The interior of thehouse i sstriking. The paneling and fireplacesi nthetwo front
roons on thefirst floor, nost |likely added i nt heeighteenth ceritury, remain intact.
The surnmer beam girts, and corner posts, all visible rem nders of thebuilding searly

age, were encased and decorated with fine mol ding when t hepaneling was added. The
floorboards, up t o34 inches w de, arenade of pine, and arepainted grey. The interior
has been nodernized so t he house has heat, electricity and plunmbing, buti t retains

its early character.
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The Dillingham House, thought t obe the second ol dest house on Cape Cod, i s significant
both architecturally andhistorically. 1t has been i ncontinuous family ownership from
the time i twas built tothepresent, except fora forty year period from 1875t o 1915,
and i sinmportant locally foritsassociations with theDillingham famly.

The property on which t he house stands was acquired by John Dillingham i n 1657, and t he
present house was probably constructed by 1660. John Dillingham who |ived t obe 85,
was a leading citizen i nBrewster (then called North Harwich) and a Lieutenant i n the
mlitia. A famly legend, also noted i n many histories of the Cape, states that when
a pirate ship was sighted of f t heBay, John took quick action t odefend the settlement.
He gathered hi sneighbors t ohishouse and | edthem marching around t hebuilding, firing
their guns, beating drums, and shouting. The pirates, who could clearly see t hehouse
art* thegathered militia from theship, were frightened off and di dnot try to |and.

The Dillingham fam |y produced a nunber of famous clipper ship captains, who contributed
to thewealth and cultural life of Brewster. John Dillingham James Sullivan Dillingham
and John Dillingham I'I | al |l took their ships around theworld, visiting exotic ports and
brought back goods t o New Engl and. The house was occupied by Dillingham sea captains
until 1875 when t he property was bought by theBlack famly. 1 n219151. S Dillingham
again acquired theproperty, and had t he house restored under thedirection of Emery
Stratton. The restorationwas carefully documented, and t heoriginal w ndows, doors,
fireplaces, stairway,,paneling floors, and other major architectural features were care-
fully preserved.

The house i sstill owned by theDillingham fam |y, and used by them as a summer hone.
The architectural integrity of thebuildingi sintact, and t hehouse stands as a

pl easant rem nder of Cape Cod as i t looked i ntheseventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.
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W have included aa nuch material aa we could |ocate for the present,
but i f additional pictures arerequired, or further detaila, we would

be nmoat grateful toyouif youwuld |et ua know exactly what i am aaing
that i aneceaaary to conplete theapplication. John Ahlatrom who

livea i nDelaware and cornea to the *"gpe only ael dom haa kept i n

touch and I canreach himfor further help. Thank you very nuch in-

deed for your help and interest.

Mbat aincerely youra.

Marion H Wli5"
Box 571, Brewater, Maa,
02631



PAUL GUZZI

March 29, 1976

M. Charles Herrington

Chief, Registration

National Register

National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find four nomnation forms for the following properties:

1. Brewster, DillinghamHouse

2. Cohasset, Caleb Lothrop House
3. Wellesley, Eaton Moulton Mill
4. Wellesley, Wellesley Town Hall

Also enclosed with the Brewster nomnation is a letter fromthe Brewster
Historical Conmission containingcomrents on the significance of the
Dillingham House.

These four propertieshave been voted eligible by the Massachusetts Historical
Conmi ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic
Preservation Officer, ElizabethR Amadon.

Sincerely yours.

He

Patricia L. Wesl owskl
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

RW¥/mav
Encl osures
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Brendea's Dillingham House named to riatipn”

the telephone pole and the antenna.

The Dillingham House on
Route 6A in Brewster was
named to the National Register
of Historic Places last month
by the National Park Service.

Marion Wylie, chairman of
the Brekvsier Historical Com-
mission, received word of the
listing from Secretary of State
Paul Cvizi, through the
M af sachusefis Historical
Commission.

The Dillingham House,
thfughl to be the second olr'est
hojse on Cape Cod M,2s built
around 1660. "This dale is
based on local tradition, aland
deed still in the Dillingham's
posession, and most impor-
tanjly an aSlic rafter branded
with that date." slated the

Dillingham House has not
been altered significantly,
Wylie said.

"As originally constructed,
the house was a full saltbox,
with two rooms on either side
of the front hall on the first
floor and a keeping room
extending the length of the
house behind, and two rooms
on the second floor, with a
sr.al attic space under the
lean-to roof ", s'ctes the form.

The house bears the name of
the Dillingham family whose
decendant, Mrs. Carl Ahl-
strom of Connecticut, sfill
owns the home and its two
acres of land. The house is not
open to the public.

structed | he house by 1660, the
form stales.

A family legend, aso noted
in mjny Cape histories, states
that when a pirate fhip was
sighted off lhe Bay, Jr.hn, a
Lieutenant in the militia,

gathered his neighbors to his
house and led them marching
around lhe building, firing
their guns, beating drums, and
shouting. The pirates, after
viewing what appeared to be a~
long column of the militia were
frightened off and did not try
fo land.

The house was occupied by
Dillingham sea captains until

1875 when the property was
k .

| &l » 0i--1_ —f

ation was carefully docu-
mented and the origina
windows, doors, fircplaces,
stairway, paneling, floors and
other architectural fralliS
were carefully prestr.ed.

The paneling and ‘'i.c-
places in the two froni rou ns
on lhe first floor, most likcly
added in the elghSetrth
cenlury, remain intact. The
summer beam, girls, and
corner posts, al *inble
reminders of the building's
~8" were encased and
decorated with fine moulding
when the paneling was addod.
The floorboards are up to 34
inches wide and made of pir.c
and painted gtcy.
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D:::":'lI'::n Moise Rr-te 6-\ in Hrcv ster.
non:i-5i"d lor enchi<K'n ia the Na..-nrl R-.gider of
Historic Places by the h‘assachuEetts Historical
CG.i;r7;i'~ion has b=en acccplc-d. Stale Secretary- Paul
Gv-:i. diHir~an of the ccmmisrion, has been in-
fon-'rd by Gary Everhardt, DL-ector of the National
r-rk Service in the U S Departme-nt of the Interior.-

'nr.yj:-bttobe ihe secc-dcl.'est house cn Cape Cod,
the Dillingham House s sig-.ificant archatecturaJy and
historic.'lly. 1t has betn in contLnuous faT.ily
csv-nership fren 'ho tt'inJIt vas luilt to (he prcicnt,

except fora4O .Lrfiritd "r.-i ioTSto 1M5, is

- VY -l SN e Mk Mm vith e
E\Gicfee Mr, ot

'TheN""~?0p.;tr on v.l:i,h the hov.e sands

vas acc.h'd by John Dilhngham in 1657. a.d

the ;:-?nt hou-e N-as probably co:."ri>ctcd in ICrO.

Jrhiingh:73.v,ho it :d ‘o bi ?5. Mevis a

C.- h .n in:t;c -gcr (3'.:nc--'-i ir-th Har..-;ch)-:da

I':-- tizithiz-clii;a. A - Jitylciepd, rho-ottdiii

R y |stor|esof the C:pe, s.icsthat vI,.n apirate
pV .issighted off the Cay, John took quick action to
:-.-rd-\es.et-ljr.-.ent. He g.-ihersd hisneighborsto his

l:ci"e a-d hd thi-m r™r~-ng around the building.

rr.» t>-ir gvs, L.A“ng

p:.it-% v,ho co..'J c".

gathered militia from the siup, were frightened off and

did not try to land. .

The DiUingbam family produced a number of
fsnjoiisclipper ship captE.ins, vbo contributed to the
veaiih and cultiL-a IL'eof Brswrter. John Dillingham,
jE.rri;s SuUiyan DilHngham and John Dillingham, n, dJ
look their ships aronnd the svi'orid, Nisiting exotic ports
AtAjbreijght back goods to New England. The house
AP j occupied by Dillingham ssa ci®ptains until 1S75
v.ltn (he property was boiigbt by the Black family. In
1915, 1 S Di;i:-<iham Ei;?n ricqi'ired the property, and

"N .-itored under the di.-ection of Ersery
Stratton. I"he restoration was carefully documented,
2nd the original endows, doors, fL eplaces, stairway,
panclingflocrs, and other major aichitectural features
~ere carefully press.-~ed.

The honse is still owned by the Dillmgham fan:'Jy
“nd used by them a a summer home. The a-
chitectural integrity of the building is intact, and the
house stands as a pleasant reminder of Cape Cod asit
loo™ed in the 17Ih, 18th, and 19th centuries.

The interior of the house is striking. The paneling
Mg fivtph ov;: inthe t-o front rooms on the fh- floor,
i-:?t li'iily ao'~d in Ire 18th cei'fury, le— an intrct.
Je irlerior has b.en mo”~ernbcd s th"
heat. electnc;ty and p.umbmg, but it retrms Us ear.y
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