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I NAME 
HISTORIC Dillingham House 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER to H5 J W - * ^ cr^ 

Route 6A -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Brewster VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

12 

STATE 

Massachusetts 

CODE 

025 
COUNTY 
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CODE 

001 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_ D I STRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

X_PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X—OCCUPIED ( s u m m e r ) 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES; RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

^ N O 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL -PARK 
X EDUCATIONAL •^—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 
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-OTHER: 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 

^'^^^ Mrs. C a r l F , Ah l s t rom 

STREETS. NUMBER 
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CITY, TOWN 
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STATE 

Connecticut 06851 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Barnstable County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

Route 6A 
CITY, TOWN 

Barnstable 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 

DATE 

1973 -FEDERAL X-STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS j ^ j g g g g j j j j y g g ^ ^ g H l s t o r l c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

CITY, TOWN 

Boston 
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D DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED -UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Dillingham House i s set back about twenty feet from Route 6A, and the facade, which 
faces south, i s protected from the road by a thick p r i v e t hedge. The rear elevation 
of the house looks out over open land, recently cleared of pine trees, across marshland 
and Quivit Creek to Cape Cod Bay. The house i s set on f a i r l y high land, and can be seen 
from the Bay. The surrounding land i s r u r a l i n character with a few eighteenth and 
nineteenth century buildings interspersed with twentieth century development. 

The house i s said to have been constructed by 1660. This date i s based on local t r a d i ­
t i o n , a deed for the land s t i l l i n the possession of the Dillinghams, and most impor­
t a n t l y , the existence of that date burned in t o one of the a t t i c r a f t e r s . The exterior of 
the house has been very l i t t l e altered, the major changes occurring when the house was 
restored i n 1915-18. As o r i g i n a l l y constructed the house was a f u l l saltbox, with two »* 
rooms on either side of the fro n t h a l l on the f i r s t f l o o r and a keeping room extending 
the length of the house behind, and two rooms on the second f l o o r , with a small a t t i c 
space under the leanto roof. I n 1915 the house was restored and enlarged. A shed dormer 
was added to the rear of the house to provide room for two more bedrooms and a bathroom 
on the second f l o o r ; an enclosed sleeping porch, west of the dormer, was also added. 

The house, resting on a stone foundation, i s shingled, with a regular f i v e bay facade 
and a large central chimney. The f i r s t f l o o r windows on the fro n t have 12/12 sash 

Va'and molded cornices; those on the second fl o o r have 12/8 sash and pla i n l i n t e l s . The 
vi> six-paneled f r o n t door, la t e r than i t s surround, i s flanked by slender f l u t e d pilasters 
v^^and surmounted by a f i v e l i g h t transom and a steeply pitched triangular pediment. The 
^ ^ a s t elevation, with a saltbox prof i l e sloping from-the a t t i c to below the level of the 
r j j ' f i r s t f l o o r c e i l i n g , has seven windows, with sash ranging from 15/15 to 4/4. The saltbox 
\^ p r o f i l e of the west elevation i s not as long as the p r o f i l e of the east elevation, and 

a one-story enclosed porch projects west from the north end of the west elevation. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house i s s t r i k i n g . The paneling and fireplaces i n the two front 
rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r , most l i k e l y added i n the eighteenth ceritury, remain i n t a c t . 
The summer beam, g i r t s , and corner posts, a l l v i s i b l e reminders of the building's early 
age, were encased and decorated with fine molding when the paneling was added. The 
floorboards, up to 34 inches wide, are made of pine, and are painted grey. The i n t e r i o r 
has been modernized so the house has heat, e l e c t r i c i t y and plumbing, but i t retains 
i t s early character. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 
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— 1700-1799 

_ 1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^LARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

^—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 
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—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 
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-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIALynUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1660 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dillingham House, thought to be the second oldest house on Cape Cod, i s si g n i f i c a n t 
both a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y . I t has been i n continuous family ownership from 
the time i t was b u i l t to the present, except for a f o r t y year period from 1875 to 1915, 
and i s important l o c a l l y for i t s associations with the Dillingham family. 

The property on which the house stands was acquired by John Dillingham i n 1657, and the 
present house was probably constructed by 1660. John Dillingham, who li v e d to be 85, 
was a leading c i t i z e n i n Brewster (then called North Harwich) and a Lieutenant i n the 
m i l i t i a . A family legend, also noted i n many hi s t o r i e s of the Cape, states that when 
a pirate ship was sighted o f f the Bay,John took quick action to defend the settlement. 
He gathered his neighbors to his house and led them marching around the building, f i r i n g 
their guns, beating drums, and shouting. The pirates, who could clea r l y see the house 
art* the gathered m i l i t i a from the ship, were frightened o f f and did not t r y to land. 

The Dillingham family produced a number of famous clipper ship captains, who contributed 
to the wealth and c u l t u r a l l i f e of Brewster. John Dillingham, James Sullivan Dillingham 
and John Dillingham I I I a l l took t h e i r ships around the world, v i s i t i n g exotic ports and 
brought back goods to New England. The house was occupied by Dillingham sea captains 
u n t i l 1875 when the property was bought by the Black family. I n 1915 I . S. Dillingham 
again acquired the property, and had the house restored under the dir e c t i o n of Emery 
Stratton. The restoration was carefully documented, and the o r i g i n a l windows, doors, 
fireplaces, stairway,,paneling f l o o r s , and other major a r c h i t e c t u r a l features were care­
f u l l y preserved. 

The house i s s t i l l owned by the Dillingham family, and used by them as a summer home. 
The architectural i n t e g r i t y of the building i s i n t a c t , and the house stands as a 
pleasant reminder of Cape Cod as i t looked i n the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. 
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We ha.ve included aa much material aa we could locate for the present, 

but i f additional pictures are required, or further detaila, we would 

be moat grateful to you i f you would let ua know exactly what ia miaaing 

that ia neceaaary to complete the application. John Ahlatrom who 

livea in Delaware and cornea to the *̂ ape only aeldom, haa kept in 

touch and I can reach him for further help. Thank you very much in­

deed for your help and interest. 

Moat aincerely youra. 

Marion H. Wyli5^ 

Box 571, Brewater, Maaa, 

02631 



P A U L G U Z Z I 

March 29, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d four nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Brewster, Dillingham House 

2. Cohasset, Caleb Lothrop House 
3. Wellesley, Eaton Moulton M i l l 
4. Wellesley, Wellesley Town Hall 

Also enclosed with the Brewster nomination i s a l e t t e r from the Brewster 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission containing comments on the significance of the 
Dillingham House. 

These four properties have been voted e l i g i b l e by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Conmission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

He 
Patricia L. Weslowskl 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PUW/mw 
Enclosures 
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20'^276 ^jBi iB 

Brewster's Dillingham House named to riatipn^ 

the telephone pole and the antenna. 

The Dillingham House on 
Route 6A in Brewster was 
named to the National Register 
of Historic Places last month 
by the National Park Service. 

Marion Wylie, chairman of 
the Brekvsier Historical Com­
mission, received word of the 
listing from Secretary of State 
Paul Cviz i , through the 
Mafsachusefis Historical 
Commission. 

The Dillingham House, 
thfughl to be the second olr'est 
hojse on Cape Cod_M,2s built 
around 1660. "This dale is 
based on local tradition, a land 
deed still in the Dillingham's 
pos.es5.ion, and most impor-
tanjly an aSlic rafter bra.nded 
with that date." slated the 

Dillingham House has not 
been altered significantly, 
Wylie said. 

"As originally constructed, 
the house was a full saltbox, 
with two rooms on either side 
of the front hall on the first 
floor and a keeping room 
extending the length of the 
house behind, and two rooms 
on the second floor, with a 
srr.all attic space under the 
lean-to roof " , s'ctes the form. 

The house bears the name of 
the Dillingham family whose 
decendant, Mrs. Carl Ahl ­
strom of Connecticut, sfi l l 
owns the home and its two 
acres of land. The house is not 
open to the public. 

structed Ihe house by 1660, the 
form stales. 

A family legend, also noted 
in m j n y Cape histories, states 
that when a pirate fhip was 
sighted off Ihe Bay, Jr.hn, a 
Lieutenant in the militia, 

gathered his neighbors to his 
house and led them marching 
around Ihe building, f ir ing 
their guns, beating drums, and 
shouting. The pirates, after 
viewing what appeared to be a ~ 
long column of the militia were 
frightened off and did not try 
fo land. 

The house was occupied by 
Dillingham sea captains until 
1875 when the property was 
k I . . . « L » o i - - i . — : f . . I . 

ation was carefully docu­
mented and the original 
windows, doors, fircp!aces, 
stairway, paneling, floors and 
other architectural f^al l iS 
were carefully prestr.ed. 

The paneling and 'i .c-
places in the two froni rou ns 
on Ihe first floor, most likc!y 
added in the elghSetrth 
cenlury, remain intact. The 
summer beam, girls, and 
corner posts, all ^i^;b!e 
reminders of the building's 
^8^/ were encased and 
decorated with fine moulding 
when the paneling was addod. 
The floorboards are up to 34 
inches wide and made of pir.c 
and painted gtcy. 
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