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historic name _ Thompson/Hansen House
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number __120 North Main Street N/A_not for publication
city or town _ Brigham City N/A vicinity
state _ Utah code _ UT county _ Box Elder code _ 003 zip code __ 84302

3..State/Fed

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby
certify that this _X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
X meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be
considered significant __ nationally ___ statewide _X locally. (___ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Ji

e s 7] ey

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

Utah Division of State History, Office of Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets ___does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National

I hepfby certify that this property is: s
entered in the National Register.

See continuation sheet.

Date of Action

Signature of the Keeper
&r | Y

___ determined eligible for the National Register. Brtered—in—the
___ See continuation sheet. ntered—in—The
. determined not eligible for the National Register. National Register

__ removed from the National Register.

___other, (explain:)




Thompson/Hansen House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

_X_ private

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_X_ building(s)

____ public-local ___ district

—_ bublic-State ___site

—__ bublic-Federal __ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function: or:Use ‘.

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC / single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Gothic
Other: vernacular double cross-wing

Narrative Description

Brigham City, Box Elder County, Utah
City, County, and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in
the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

WORK IN PROGRESS

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _ STONE
walls _ BRICK
ADOBE
roof __Shingle
other _ WOOD (decorative trim)

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

_X_ See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7



Thompson/Hansen House
Name of Property

8. Statemen

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" on one or more lines for the criteria
qualifying the property for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" on all that apply.)

Property is:

___ A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a bhirthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or

structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved

significance within the past 50 years.

O o w

st

Narrative Statement of Significance

Brigham City, Box Elder County, Utah

City, County, and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
c.1860s-¢.1923

Significant Dates
c.1860s

c.1880

c.1923

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
George Gilbert(?)/builder (1860s)

James Thompson/builder (c.1880)

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets,)

9. Major Bibliographical Reference

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

__ pbreliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested

___ breviously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

__ designated a National Historic Landmark

___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

___recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

X See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

Primary location of additional data:

_X_State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

___ Other

Name of repository:

_X_ See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9



Thompson/Hansen House Brigham City, Box Elder County, Utah
Name of Property City, County, and State

10. Geographical Data ~
Acreage of property _ 0.49 acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

A _1/2  _4/1/5/3/7/0  _4/5/9/6/2/0/0 B_/ (L L1 (L L1 1Y
Zone  Easting Northing Lone Easting Northing
C_/ [ L[] (Ll ] D_J [ 1111 [ L1111

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Beginning at a point 22 ft. South of the Northwest corner of Lot 2, Block 29, Plat A, Brigham City Survey, thence
North 130.058 ft., thence East 165 ft., thence South 130.058 ft., thence West 165 ft. to beginning. (Being part of
Lots 2 and 3, Block 29, Plat A, Brigham City Survey.)

Property Tax No. 03-103-0015

. See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The property boundary completely includes the historic house and much of the associated land from the period of
significance. Adjacent parcels which contain portions of the original acreage are under separate ownership and have
more recent development, not associated with the historic property.

___ See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10

11. Form Prepared By
name/title  Scott R. Christensen and USHPO staff

organization date _ September 1994
street & number _ 594 North Center Street telephone _ (801)240-5922
city or town __Salt Lake City state __UT zip code __84103

Additional Documentation:
Submit the following items with the completed form:
» Continuation Sheets
« Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and/or properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

» Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property.

» Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Property Ow
name _ Carolyn Hansen Brady

street & number _ 1592 Federal Heights Drive telephone _ (801)363-5434
city or town __Salt Lake City state __UT zip code _ 84103-4447

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement; This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine
eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtaln a benefit In accordance with the Natlonal Historic Preservation Act,
as amended (16 U.8.C, 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing Instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Divislon,
National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Papework Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,
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Narrative Description

Brigham City's Main Street running north/south through the entire town, is now about
50 per cent residential structures outside the central business district although
many of the remaining residential buildings house businesses. The mature, densely
planted street trees form a strong, shady corridor down the length of Main Street
and help maintain a more residential feel. The Thompson/Hansen House is located on
a level, somewhat constricted lot on the east side of Main Street one block north of
the major civic block containing the Box Elder County Courthouse, Brigham City
Carnegie Library, and Brigham City Fire Station/City Hall, all listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. The Thompson/Hansen House has relatively
modern commercial structures to each side which unfortunately reduce the historic
character of its setting. New landscaping, proposed as part of the on-going
restoration project, will buffer the house from its neighbors. A small, single
vehicle frame garage (c.1923) was located about twenty feet northeast of the house.
It had been substantially altered, including being lengthened about four feet, and
has been removed as part of the current restoration project.

The one-and-one-half story Thompson/Hansen House has evolved in configuration and
now represents a double cross-wing house type. The original center section (built
c.1860s) is adobe and was later painted to resemble fired clay brick. The two
cross-wings (c.1880) at the north and south ends of the original building were built
of good quality, reddish brown brick, recently cleaned of a masking layer of white
paint. The foundations of the cross-wings are either roughly formed stone or simply
field stone which were heavily pointed to simulate ashlar stone with a beaded mortar
joint (see Photo No.2). The foundations were completely plastered many years ago
possibly at the same time the decorative elements (bargeboard, cresting, porches and
balustrades) were removed (c.1923).

The interior is as rigorously symmetrical as the exterior. The original adobe house
with a central door flanked by windows, is divided east/west by the c.1923 stair.
The main level of the two brick cross-wings are each a single large space with
uniform openings. The rear additions are also symmetrical about the east/west
center line. On the second level, the single room above the original section has
Tow knee walls (approximately 3 feet tall) and low ceiling height. A central door
once again opens onto the restored second Tevel front porch. Each of the cross-
wings on the second level is divided into a front and rear room (formerly bedrooms)
with knee walls and ceilings taller than the central connector.

Photographs 3 and 4 show the house in the early stage of restoration. The altered,
bungalow-era central porch has been removed. The original two level porch had been
greatly altered including removal of the decorative elements, encasing the original
chamfered columns with flat 1x wood and replacing the second level with a sloped

shed roof. On the interior, a central stair was added c.1923 and the house divided
into two dwelling units although the basic historic floor plan remained. The rear

_X_ See continuation sheet
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one story additions consist of a central brick section (built after 1917 based on
Sanborn maps) and small frame enclosed porches (c.1925) at each end. They enclose
original window and door openings on the brick cross-wings and rear brick addition
and illustrate the evolution of the house. These additions are being retained and
restored in their current configuration.

The current restoration project is returning many aspects of the building to the
original condition shown in the historic photos. Wood frame double hung windows are
being installed (paired one-over-one double hung windows on the main level gable
ends and two-over-two double hungs on the sides and second level gable ends? along
with re-created decorative wood bargeboard, pendants and finials, the two level
porch and porch balustrades and ridgetop cresting (executed in cast aluminum for
durabilityg. Nearly all of the exterior historic character and features of the
house visible in the historic photos is being restored. On the interior, new
mechanical systems are being carefully installed to minimize visual impact to the
historic spaces. The simple interior historic materials (painted and stained wood
floors; painted door and window casings; beadboard, plaster walls and ceilings; and
wood panel doors) are being repaired, restored and/or re-created as needed. The
c.1923 bathrooms are being retained and updated for use as restrooms for future
commercial/office tenants.

See continuation sheet
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Thompson/Hansen House is architecturally significant as the only remaining
residential example of the Gothic Revival architectural style in Brigham City, Utah.
The structure is also significant as one of only six surviving double cross-wing
residences in the city, and the only one retaining its architectural integrity. It
is noteworthy for its historically accurate, re-created details incliuding gothic
finials and pendants, roof cresting, incised bargeboard trim, and an elaborate porch
with incised picket-Tike balusters. The restored house is an unusually elaborate
residential example of the Gothic Revival style in Utah.

Brigham City is a beautiful and neatly arranged community located 59 miles north of
Salt Lake City, presently boasting a population of 14,007.1 It is nestled in the
western base of the northern Wasatch Mountains and has always been noted as one of
the premier fruit-growing regions in the state. The area was settled in 1851 by
Mormon pioneers, most of whom were recent converts from England and Wales. By 1853,
Mormon leaders in Salt Lake City began to funnel immigrants from Denmark to the
city, a practice which continued for some time and resulted in a large and heavily
Scandinavian-American community.

In 1853, Brigham Young assigned LDS church apostle Lorenzo Snow to direct affairs in
the new city. Under his direction in the late 1860s, one of the most aggressive and
all-encompassing Mormon economic cooperatives was established, boasting over 40
manufacturing and retail branches. When surveyed, the city was laid out in a grid
pattern which allowed for very wide streets. More important to the self-sufficient
settlers was the allotment of generously-sized city lots which were useful as large
garden and orchard spaces or as very small farms in the heart of the city. In these
aspects, Brigham City was typical of many other early Mormon communities.

Throughout the 19th century, Brigham City remaingd distinctly and wholly Mormon in
its layout, population, and cooperative economy.

The history of the Thompson/Hansen House begins with George Gilbert (1816-1908) and
his wife Mary Blackwell Gilbert (1813-1887) who were both natives of Cornwall
County, England, and were early converts to the Mormon faith -- George in 1852, and
Mary in 1854. The couple, with their family consisting of three sons and one
daughter, immigrated from England to Utah in the mid-1850s. By the time the 1860

X_ See continuation sheet

Rand McNalley, 1991 Commercial Atlas and Marketing Guide, p. 529.

Forsgren, Lydia Walker, History of Box Elder County (Brigham City, Utah, 1937); Jenson, Andrew,
Encyclopedic History of the Church of Jesus Christ of [atter-day Saints (Salt Lake City: Deseret News Publishing
Company, 1941) p. 85-86; Francaviglia, Richard Vincent, The Mormon Landscape: Existence, Creation and Perception
of a Unique Image in the American West (New York: AMS Press, 1978); Arrington, Leonard James, Great Basin
Kgggt)iom: An Economic History of the Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press,
1 .




NPS Form 10-800-a OMB No. 10024-0018
Utah WordPerfect 5.1 Format (Revised Feb. 1893)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. _8 Page 4 Thompson/Hansen House, Brigham City, Box Elder County, UT

census was taken, the entire family was settled in Brigham City. Gilbert was a
blacksmith and farmer. It appears that he built or had built a simple 1-1/2 story
rectangular adobe house (now forming the center section between the two cross-wings)
probably sometime in the 1860s. Unfortunately, 1little more is known about Gilbert's
involvement with the property, as land records were not kept until 1870. After a
recorders office was established, George Gilbert received (on 18 May 1870) a proper
title for plat A, block 29, Tot 3 from Brigham City mayor Chester Loveland after
paying a filing fee of $1.40. When Gilbert sold the property on 24 November 1879 to
James Thompson, he was paid $250.90, a sum which reflected the presence of the
modest structure on the property.

James Thompson (1844-~1915) was also a Mormon, having joined the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints in Denmark in 1858. After immigrating to Brigham City
in 1862, Thompson set up shop as a master carpenter and builder. After purchasing
the small adobe house from Gilbert, Thompson added flanking brick wings which gave
the building its present configuration. He then Tlavished the house with elaborate
gothic trim which would have been too expensive for most of Brigham City's residents
to afford, but was possible for a cabinet maker to do on his own residence.
Thompson owned the structure for just two years. His reason for moving so soon-
probably involved the need for more space for his growing family, which by the time
Thompson sold the house in November 1881 included three wives and ten living
children. Thompson's 1915 obituary noted that "...he erected many of the beautiful
homes that have made this a city of homes and in them he leaves a monument to his
skill." Thompson was survived by four wives and 15 children.

The new owner, Willard Snow Hansen (1856-1927) paid Thompson $1500.00 for the
enlarged residence. At the time of purchase on 1 November 1881, Hansen had been
married to Maria Larsen (1857-1892) for six years and was the father of three sons.
Besides farming, he helped his father Christian Hansen run a large dairy and
cheese-making operation for Brigham City's Mormon cooperative. When the cooperative
folded, Christian in 1881, and then Willard in 1883 purchased and continued to run
the dairy which was capable of producing 50,000 pounds of cheese yearly. In 1882,
Hansen married a second wife, Annie Christensen (1861-1897). Both women lived in
the house while Hansen served a Mormen proselytizing mission to Scandinavia
(1886-1888) and during the time he was incarcerated for polygamy (1888-1889).
Hansen added to his Main Street property in 1883 by purchasing part of lot 2 to the
south for $220.00, and in 1884 by purchasing Tot 4 to the north for $500.00. He
sold part of lot 4 in 1886 for $200.00. During the time Hansen owned the property,

_X_ See continuation sheet

%Brigham City land records, Book F, p. 534; Family History Library, Ancestral File, Salt Lake City, Utah;
Kearl, J.R., Clayne L. Pope and Larry T. Wimmer, Index to the 1850, 1860 & 1870 Censuses of Utah (Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc.}, p. 132.

“Family History Library, Ancestral File, Salt Lake City, Utah; Brigham City land records, Book F, p. 538,
540; Box Elder News, "James Thompson Dies at Gridley," 11 November 1915, p. 1.



NP8 Form 10-800-a OMB No. 10024-0018
Utah WordPerfect 5.1 Format (Revised Feb. 1993)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. _8 Page _5 Thompson/Hansen House, Brigham City, Box Elder County, UT

a substantial corral and sheds were built south and east of the house (no Tonger
extant) and a large orchard including Blue Plum, pear, peach, and apricot trees was
planted as were two Thomas evergreen trees in the front yard (no longer extant). At
the time Willard Hansen sold the house (19 April 1890), his family included two
wives and six children. Within the next two decades he became internationally known
for a variety of polled Rambouillet sheep he bred. Hansen served two terms as a
state representative and one term as a state senator for Utah. He was a founder of
Logan First National Bank in 1892, founder and president of the Bear River Valley
Mutual Fire insurance Company in 1908, founder and first president of the Ukon Water
Company in 1919, and on the board of trustees of the Utah State Agricultural College
from 1919-1923. At the time of his death, Hansen left 18 living children and a
widow, Caroline Funk Hansen. Three wives and two children preceding him in death.’

On 19 April 1890, Hansen sold the house to Emma Frances Levens Crawford for
$3600.00. Emma (1835-1920) and her husband John Crawford (1832-1911) had been
residents of nearby Ogden, Utah since the 1860s, and moved to Brigham City after
most of their eight children were married. Emma and John Crawford made no
significant changes to the house. After a crippling fall in 1916, Emma transferred
ownership of the home to relatives, but lived there until her death in 1920. On

8 February 1923, Emma's stepdaughter Ann ("Annie") Gibb Crawford Jensen (b. 1865)
took ownership of the property. One year before, 57 year-old Annie had married for
the first time, to widower Denmark Jensen (1853-1937). Jensen was highly esteemed
in the community, even serving the city's Mormon congregation as a Patriarch.
Unfortunately, he did not have an appreciation for the aging Gothic Revival gem his
wife had inherited. He soon initiated a major remodelling project which began with
the removal of the original front porch and most of the gothic gingerbread,
replacing the original porch with a larger one built on a poured concrete pad. He
reused the original columns in the new porch, but encased them in pine planking.
Jensen then added interior walls and a stairway which split the single family
dwelling into two equal units, enabling him to live in one half and rent the other.
He removed two small earlier additions at the rear of the structure and replaced
them with a larger addition in orange-yellow brick which contained two kitchens and
two bathrooms. Finally, he had matching screened porches built at each side of the
rear addition, and in the same wooden siding, built a small single-car garage

X _ See continuation sheet

SBrigham City land records, Book F, p. 540; Book H, p. 454; Book S, p. 501; Bock K, p. 269.; Sanborn-Perris
Map Company, Brigham City series, 1890; Willard Hansen papers, 1886-1888, including journals, 1886-1888, and
correspondence with his wives while he served a Mormon mission in Denmark and they lived at the Thompson/Hansen
house, MS 7439, LDS Church Archives; Salt Lake Evening Telegram, "Utah's Lawmakers: Among the Senators- Senator
Willard S. Hansen," Utah Farm Bureau & Cooperative News, January 1927; The Journal, "Willard Hansen Passes Away
in Denmark," 20 October 1927; Hansen, C. J., "A Brief History of the Life of Willard Snow Hansen, n.d.; Hansen,
Blanche, "Willard Snow Hansen," n.d.; Wheelwright, Valborg Rasmussen, An_Autobiography of Valborg Rasmussen
Wheelwright, as told to her son, lorin F. Wheelwright." As a twelve year old girl, Valborg Rasmussen was
converted to Mormonism by Willard Hansen. She made the trip from Denmark to Brigham City and lived in the
Thompson/Hansen House with Willard Hansen's wives until she got established. Her autobiography inciudes details
about the house; Felt, Marie F., "Would You, If You Were Twelve?" The Instructor, September 1956. This article,
also about Valborg Rasmussen, includes a few details about the inhompson/Hansen house not included in her
autobiography.
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northwest of the house. Despite these a]tergtions and additions, the original
double cross-wing structure remained intact.

The Thompson/Hansen House fell on hard times in the 1930s and was sold by Box Elder
County four times between 1934 and 1940 for back taxes. After a short stint of
ownership by Glen L. Anderson from 1939-1942, the old residence was purchased on

19 November 1942 by Henry Bott.’ By the 1970s, the house had lost its few

remaining gothic finials, and the original wooden windows had been replaced by
non-sympathetic aluminum sash. The early 1980s saw the house entirely vacated and
left to the mercies of weather and vandalism. Even the yard which had before been
proudly tended, was merely plowed once a year by a local farmer to keep the weeds in
check. Before Henry Bott died, he tried unsuccessfully to sell the old structure,
then gave it as a donation to the Mormon Church.

In 1993, the derelict residence was rescued by Carolyn "Mitzi" Hansen Brady, a
direct descendant of early owners Willard and Annie Hansen. She purchased the sad
structure from the Church, motivated only by the desire to protect the house from
potential demolition and to see that it was restored properly. In 1994, a complete
restoration of the structure (based on historical research and 19th century
photographs) was undertaken. The later porch was documented, then removed. A new
porch, built in the original style and using the original chamfered posts, was
erected. A master carpenter in his 80s replicated and installed the missing gothic
revival turnings and bargeboards. Because the single-car garage had been heavily
altered to accommodate larger vehicles, it was documented and then disassembled.
Siding salvaged from the garage was used to repair damage to the screened porches of
the house. New windows were milled to replicate the missing originals and were
installed without damaging the still-intact windows casings. After new electrical
and mechanical systems were added, the interior of the house was restored, with
extra care exerted in retaining and repairing the original fabric.

The Thompson/Hansen House 1is once again as it once was, an architectural showpiece

in a "city of homes," a witness to much history, and a monument to the skill and
vision of its builders.

See continuation sheet

6Brigham City land records, Book K, p. 269; Book 17, p. 542; Book 20, p. 268, 271, 315; Book 29, p. 376;
Book 31, p. 270; Deseret Evening News, "Funeral Service [for John Crawford]" 17 June 1911, p. 9; Deseret News,
"Former Resident of Nauvoo [Emma Francis Levens Crawford] Called by Death," 5 November 1920, section 2, p. 7;
Interview with June Rich (Emma and John Crawford descendant), 15 May 1994. Mrs. Rich's mother, Alice Wright
Eskelsen spent her early years in the house and told her daughter many important details including the fact that
Denmark Jensen had divided the house in two and removed most of the gothic trim, an act which made him very
unpopular with the rest of the family; Sanborn-Perris Map Company, Brigham City series, 1900, 1907, 1917, and
1917 corrected to 1949,

"Brigham City tand records, Book 7, p. 207; Book 3, p. 113; Book 8, p. 89; Book 42, p. 510; Book 20, p.
82; Book 48, p. 322; Book 210, p. 406.
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Common Photo Label Information

1. Thompson/Hansen House

2. Brigham City, Box Elder County, Utah
5. Negative on file at Utah SHPO.

Photo No. 1

3. Photographer: Unknown

4, Date: ¢.1880

6. West (main) elevation of building. Camera facing north-northeast.

Photo No. 2

3. Photographer: Unknown

4. Date: ¢.1900

6. North and west elevations. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 3

3. Photographer: Charles M. Shepherd

4, Date: June 6, 1994

6. West (main) elevation of building. Camera facing north-northeast.

Photo No. 4

3. Photographer: Charles M. Shepherd

4. Date: June 6, 1994

6. North and west elevations. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 5

3. Photographer: Charles M. Shepherd

4. Date: September 20, 1994

6. West (main) elevation of building. Camera facing north-northeast.

Photo No. 6

3. Photographer: Charles M. Shepherd

4. Date: September 20, 1994

6. South and east elevations. Camera facing northwest.

See continuation sheet



