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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Merchants and Planters' Bank is a large, rectangular brick building with a hipped
slate roof. It is flanked by two smaller commercial structures of approximately the
same age and of the Victorian Romanesque style.

Entrance to the two-story bank building is a triangular porch, inset on the northeast
corner. The porch is composed of two rusticated arches resting on a capitaled marble
column. Above the entrance is a three-story round tower, articulated between the
second and third floors in molded terra cotta. The conical roof of the tower is
shingled and topped with a finial.

Dressed granite banding articulates the building between floors. Windows on the first
story are rectangular, while windows on the second floor are framed in masonry arches.
Brick is of excellent quality, molded and rubbed with pencil joints. Doors are oak
with bronze hardware. The terra-cotta detailing is of particular interest.

The interior of the Merchants and Planters' Bank has tin ceilings, encaustic tile floors,
marble wainscots and good hardware. The floors are of fireproof construction. The
building has four skylights with operable windows and two lightwells which also serve
as ventilating shafts. The three original bank vaults, one of which is of notable
design, are still intact. The second floor is reached by a hardwood stair with rail-
ing and balusters. Flooring is oak. —

Do T
The attached building on the east side is a two-story store front divided into three
bays on the first level and four on the second. The building has metal cornices and

hood molds.
y)

ecs :
On the nortihr'side is a two-story building topped with an overhanging cornice of
geometrical pattern. This structure is also detailed in terra cotta.
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The attached building on the north side is a two-storey store front divided into
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On the east side is a two-storey building topped with and overhanging cornice of
geometrical pattern. This structure is also detailed in terra cotta.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Merchants and Planters Bank Building is a large brick structure featuring in its
architectural design round turrets, arched windows, granite foundation and decorative
brick work. In addition to its architectural significance, the Merchants and Planters
Bank Building represents a large part of downtown Pine Bluff's commercial development.

On December 1, 1876, the Merchants and Planters Bank was formed for the purpose of ac-
quiring the banking firm of Smart, Hudson and Company. President of the new firm was

V. D. Wilkins with Gabe Meyer as vice-president and H. H. Hunn, Cashier. The Merchants
and Planters Bank was organized under the laws of Arkansas with a capital of $58,000.
The bank was reorganized in 1889 with the capitalization increased to $100,000. In 1891
a building was constructed to house the banking offices at 100 Main Street. A feature
of the new building was a vault which contained a safe described as "of the screwlock
pattern and having two revolving panels in the door, which, on being turned by a crank,
made it absolutely burglar-proof." The installation of this vault and safe proved to be
a good investment as a fire on January 24, 1892, destroyed the building and everything on
the north half of the block between Barraque Street and West Second Avenue and Main and
Pine Streets except Dewoody's drugstore which was protected by a firewall.

The bank officials immediately employed Thomas A. Harding, a Little Rock architect, to
draw plans for a new building. Harding was in partnership with prominent Arkansas
architect, Charles L. Thompson. In addition to the Merchants and Planters Bank Building,
Harding designed six Arkansas State Parks and the Ouachita County Courthouse. In Little
Rock he designed the Vinson House (National Register - ), the Fones
House (National Register - ), and St. Andrews Cathedral.

A contract was let to W. I. Hilliard of Pine Bluff and the new building was completed

on October 31, 1892. The plumbing and gas fixtures were installed by F. A. Stanley with
millwork furnished by John P. Haight. The interior fixtures of polished oak with brass
railings were supplied by A. H. Andrews of Chicago, "well-known bank outfitters." The
bank has a tile floor and entrance which consists of two marble columns "supported and
arched" by massive blocks of Fourche mountain (Pulaski County) granite. The building
was described as of modern bank architecture and, in exterior and interior adornment, as
"one of the handsomest bank buildings in the South."

The Merchants and Planters bank was a victim of "The Great Depression" in 1930 after 60
years of continuous operation.-

The exterior of the structure has not been altered. Jim Hood, the pre nt owner, has taken
considerable pride in the building and has maintained the exterior excellent condition.
The interior has been remodeled into office space for his insurafice and real estate business.

This building is considered to be of great significance to the community and state from
an architectural and historic standpoint.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY Merchants and Planters Bank Building
NAME :

MULTIPLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, Jefferson

DATE RECEIVED: 8/26/14 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY : 10/12/14
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER : 78000600

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER : N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

W/ ACCEPT ____RETURN ____REJECT L O H’ DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

Additional Documentation Approved

RECOM. /CRITER V
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE W

TELEPHONE DATE JO % - I'J

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.



Merchants and Planters Bank Building Additional Documentation Jefferson County, Arkansas

Name of Property County and State

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page

After the bank failed Jefferson County took ownership of the property. In 1946 E. W. Hood (1886-1972)
purchased it from Jefferson County, and then in 1956 Jim Hood (1928-1999) bought it from his father. For
43 years Jim and Avis Hood ran Hood & Company Realty & Insurance and Southern Development
Corporation here.

After the 1976 fire that destroyed the Jefferson County Courthouse, the “Hood Building”, as it has been
called, was condemned by the county government under eminent domain along with all the other properties
in the north half blocks between Pine Street and State Street. They wanted to make a courthouse parking
plaza out of it. Jim Hood filed a lawsuit contesting the price the county government deemed to be the fair
market value as required by law. The “plaza plan” was subsequently abandoned after having been delayed by
the court case until another County Judge, Earl Chadick, took office, and enough public sentiment for
preserving the historical landmark resulted in the condemnation being rescinded. If it had not been for the
tenaciousness of Jim Hood this building might not be here today.

The present owner, Southern Development Corporation, maintains the historic integrity of its exterior.
Operating as an office building, today it remains one of Pine Bluff’s landmarks to the prosperous 1890s.



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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H32-880

Mr. John Harris Jones
Jones & Petty

616 National Building

P.0. Box 7673

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601

Dear Mr. Jones:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Hood Building, Pine
Bluff, Arkansas.

The National Register shares your concern in this matter, however,
my schedule prevents me from testifying. We appreciate being
informed of the situvation in Pine Bluff and your efforts to preserve
the Hood Building.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Williazm J. Murtagh

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

cc: Ms. Anne Bartley - w/cy inc.
Director, Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program
Suite 500, Continental Building
Markham and Main Streets
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

bce: Regional Director - Southwest Region - w/cy inc.
001 - Reading file -

880 - w/cy inc.
FNP:B Handy:smh:1-4-78 523-5483

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201  Telephone: (501) 371-2763

January 18, 1978

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service-National Register
Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Enclosed you will find the nomination of the Merchants and Planters Bank
Building in Pine Bluff, which has been approved by a majority vote of the

Arkansas State Review Committee.

I hereby certify that the person listed in Section 4 of the nomination is the
legal owner of the property.

Because the building id:;%;:§¥§;;:>he would appreciate if it you would ex-
pedite the review of the n ation.

Sincerely,

i LA,

—Anme-Bartley, State Historic Preservation Officer

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
AB/1lg

Enclosure

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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CONDITION ) CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE

2Xgooo __RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE L
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENH"I:_AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Merchants and Planters' Bank is a large, rectangular brick building with a hipped
slate roof. It is flanked by two smaller commercial structures of approximately the
same age and of the Victorian Romanesque style.

Entrance to the two-story bank building is a triangular porch, inset on the northeast
corner. The porch is composed of two rusticated arches resting on a capitaled marble
column. Above the entrance is a three-story round tower, articulated between the
second and third floors in molded terra cotta. The conical roof of the tower is
shingled and topped with a finial.

Dressed granite banding articulates the building between floors. Windows on the first
story are rectangular, while windows on the second floor are framed in masonry arches.
Brick is of excellent quality, molded and rubbed with pencil joints. Doors are oak

with bronze hardware. The terra-cotta detailing is of particular interest.

The interior of the Merchants and Planters' Bank has tin ceilings, encaustic tile floors,
marble wainscots and good hardware. The floors are of fireproof construction. The
building has four skylights with operable windows and two lightwells which also serve

as ventilating shafts. The three original bank vaults, one of which is of notable
design, are still intact. The second floor is reached by a hardwood stair with rail-
ing and balusters. Flooring is oak.

The attached building on the east Side is a two-story store front divided into three

bays on the first level and four on the second. The building has metal cornices and
hood molds. [ 2 BN '

On the ég¥¥£—side is a two—story'building topped with an overhahginé-cornice of
gecmetrical pattern. This structure is also detailed in terra cotta.
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August 21, 2014

Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

United States Department of the Interior
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

8th Floor

1201 Eye Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

RE: Merchants and Planters Bank Building Additional
Documentation — Pine Bluff, Jefferson County, Arkansas

Dear Carol:

We are enclosing for your review the above-referenced nomination.
The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all
applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in the
nomination process.

If you need further information, please call Ralph S. Wilcox of my staff
at (501) 324-9787. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Martha Mille
State Historic Preservation Officer

MM:rsw
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