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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Lee County Courthouse in Opelika is a large two-story neo­ 
classical revival structure constructed of red brick and consisting of a 
central section and two wings. The central section has a portico with 
six round fluted columns supporting the roof pediment. At each end of 
the portico there is a square brick pilaster set against the wing. The 
front entrance consists of double paneled doors with a fan light above. 
Above the entrance on the second floor is a palladian window. There are 
four rectangular windows with cornices above on each floor of this section.

The outstanding architectural features of the building are the windows 
on the front of the wings. On the first floor there is a large sash with 
smaller sashes on either side flanked by Ionic fluted pilasters and 
topped by a simple architrave and a cornice with dentils. Above the 
cornice is a flat balustrade and above this on the second floor a modified m 
Venetian window having only a single sash surrounded by ornate scroll 
work. The building has a metal frieze with elaborate tool work. Above 
the frieze there is a cornice with dentils. z

t/t
There is pediment above the four central columns that is also elabor­ 

ately decorated. Above the pediment there is a square brick steeple which 
is topped with a cornice with dentils. This is capped with a clock tower ^ 
that is square on the lower level with palladian type louvre windows c 
flanked by Corinthian towers. Above this is a cornice with dentil work O 
and above_the cornice-a clock surrounded by scroll work. Above the clock 
is a simple circular cornice surmounted by a circular dome that is capped 
with a small ornament.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lee County Courthouse was an unusually fine courthouse for a 
small rural county when it was built in 1896,. Andrew J. Bryan and 
Company of Atlanta were the architects and Andrews and Stevens were the 
contractors. The courthouse and a separate jail were built for a total 
of $35,000. William C. Robinson was the probate judge at the time and 
the county commissioners were W. S. Robinson, J. S. Aiken, William H. 
Melton, and C. T. Griffin. The previous courthouse, a two-story brick 
building, was demolished after the present structure was completed.

Lee County was created in 1866 after the Civil War and was named 
for General Robert E. Lee. In the 1890 census, which was taken just 
before the courthouse was built, the population of Lee County was 28,694 
and that of Opelika was 3,703. Opelika was incorporated in 1854'when it 
was part of Chambers County. When Lee County was created, Opelika was 
selected county seat over several other small towns. --—' '--•• • " ''

Congressman William L. Dickinson, the first Republican to represent 
the Second Congressional District since Reconstruction, held court here 
as both a county judge and a circuit judge.

Demolition of the courthouse is threatened by the neglect of the 
current probate judge and county Commissioners and lack of revenue shar­ 
ing funds.
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
ORGANIZATION

Alabama Hitorical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 South Lawrence Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Montgomery Alabama

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National d State 7 Local

Name

Title

u^;< :•' JJ.:;^L'L. 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of .Archeology andfiitoric Preservation

Date
7/85/73
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Keeper <« The^National Register

GPO 931-894


