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——————————DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States Post Office, 603 S. Main Street, is a rectangular, two-story 
building, approximately 89' wide x 160' long x 50* tall (on Main Street side), 
with an inner structure of reinforced concrete on steel columns and girders. 
Indiana Bedford Limestone faces the major facades, while granite was used for 
the west stairs. It should be noted that the land slopes toward the east and 
away from Main Street to the extent that the basement walls are completely 
exposed at the eastern end of the building.

The main facade faces west onto S. Main Street. A two-story, six-columned Corin 
thian-style portico dominates this facade. Each Corinthianucolumn is 33 inches 
in diameter and approximately 22 feet tall. Between the six columns is an arcade 
of alternate blind and open arches on the first floor, with a set of double 
windows located on the second floor above each arch. The inscription, "United 
States Post Office," can be seen in the frieze area of the portico. A denticulated 
cornice above the frieze is topped by a parapet, in the center of which is carved 
an eagle. There are open balustrades at either end of this parapet.

The north facade faces onto Sixth Street. It is composed of twelve bays of 
doubled windows, each bay separated by a Corinthian pilaster. These pilasters 
are paired at each end of the facade. The denticulated cornice with parapet 
above is continued, with open balustrades above each set of windows.

The east facade faces onto Lake Avenue. Except for the denticulated cornice and 
parapet^ .there is no ornamentation.. TheL basement is fully exposed here and is 
the site of the loading dock. There are seven sets of double windows on both 
the first and second floors.

V*

The south facade is nojf obscured by a high-rise elderly housing project and a 
parking structure. The west third of the south facade is faced with Bedford 
limestone, while the remainder is faced with common red brick.

Much of the interior, especially the first floor and basement is occupied by 
large open areas for the processing and handling of the mail. The large 
workroom on the first floor has a large skylight.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The United States Post Office, 603 S. Main Street, is significant locally as an 
example of a government building designed in a Neoclassical style. Congress 
appropriated the funds for this building on October L8, 1928, but it was not 
dedicated until July 25, 1931. "Acting Supervising Architect" of the U.S. 
Treasury, James A. Wetmore (1863-1940), used the popular and conservative 
Neoclassical style to give Racine's new post office a sense of imposing 
dignity. The west facade is balanced and well-proportioned, without being 
overwhelming. The grandeur of the fluted Corinthian columns and pilasters and 
the feeling of solidity from the Bedford limestone create a sense of tradition. 
The general contractor was Mads Madsen Co. of Minneapolis, Minnesota.

It is interesting to note that at the same time as the U.S. Post Office was 
being built, the Racine County Courthouse, designed by Holabird & Root, and 
Racine City Hall, designed by J. Mandor Matson, were also under construction.

The United States Post Office, 603 S. Main Street, was determined to be 
Eligible by the Keeper on December 11, 1978.

Cornerstone on U.S. Post Office building. 
> 
"Racine Times-Call, July 15, 1931 supplement
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