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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Open Air Post Office in St. Petersburg is treated as
a loggia on three sides whereby access to offices and postal
boxes can be gained. The overall effect of the building is
one of lightness and airiness along with a visual interpenetra-
tion of interior and exterior surfaces. The facades which
face Fourth Street, North and First Avenue, North are treated
as loggias. According to the architect's drawings the exterior
consists of granite risers with brick treads on the stairs,
terra cotta piers, column caps and arches, marble columns,
granite plinths, stucco spandrils and terra cotta disks. The
entire frieze is of terra cotta, the cornice is wood and the
roof is covered with red Spanish tile. Vibrant paint colors
were used on the exterior, particularly in the frieze area,
~giving the effect of colored tile. The dominant motifs on
the building are the recurrent arches, roundels and the
symbolic American eagle seen in the frieze, on the individual
boxes and in ceiling decoration. Other motifs employed
throughout the structure are a modified egg and dart, tiny
gargoyle-like faces, Greek fretwork and many and varied organic
forms intertwined one with another. Inside the loggia are the
decorative screens and grilles which define the office area
of the post office. The building is a full two stories and
upstairs is the Postmaster's office.

There is as much attention to decorative detail on the
- interior as the exterior. A curving stair has a cast iron
open string, cast iron newel posts, wrought iron balusters
and handrail and terra cotta brackets. Light fixtures and
grilles (for which we are in possession of the architect's
drawings) are of wrought iron and very intricate in design.

It is the considered opinion of this staff that in
quality of design, intricacy of pattern and detail, originality
of adaptation to meet the needs of climate, location and
demands of the clientelf, that this building is one of the
finest of Florida's eclectic "boom" structures to evolve
during an early phase of the period.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Unsatisfied with plans drawn up in Washington, D. C. for
the new St. Petersburg Post Office, Postmaster Roy S. Hanna
submitted plans of his own design drawn by retired St.
Petersburg architect, George W. gfuart. It was Hanna's
desire to have a building which was unique for the climate of
the area and easily accessible to the people of the city at
all times. He designed a building which was open on three
sides and had no stairs so that patrons could go to their
boxes with ease at any hour. The Hanna-Stuart plans were
redrawn in Washington and sent back nearly unchanged. Purchase
of the site had taken place by March 8, 1909 following
appropriations by Congress of $7,500. Three lots on the
southwest corner of First Avenue, North and Fourth Street,
North previously owned by the Congregational Church, had been
purchased. 1In February of 1915, Congress provided $102,500
for the construction of the building. On January 26, 1916,
the contract for construction was awarded to M.C. Hol}iaay of
Greensboro, North Carolina. The cornerstone was laid
October 12, 1916 and the building was officially dedicated
September 27, l9¥}a

The St. Petersburg Open Air Post Office has served the
people of that city since 1916. Located as it is, amidst the
central business district, the structure has become a landmark|
for residents and visitors alike. Not only is the structure
unique in a utilitarian sense, that is, open to the public at
all times, but it is one of the finest examples of Florida
"boom" architecture to be seen anywhere in the state. It
combines all the elements that have come to be associated with
the style and the period in an aesthetically and visually
pleasing manner, creating a beautiful and useful public
building befitting the climate, the people and the surrounding
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law [ hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteriarand procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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