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1. Name
higoric  BERKSHIRE LIFE INSURANCE CCMPAM BUILDING (preferred)
and or common Bank of Boston
2. Location
N/A
street & number 7 North Street / not for publication
city, town Pittsfield N/A  vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied v agriculture . museum
X building(s) X private " " " unoccupied X commercial . park
structure both * work in progress educational . private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment . religious
object in process X yes: restricted government . scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial . transportation
no military . other:
4. Owner off Property
name First National Bank of Boston
street & number 100 Federal Street
city, town Boston N/A  vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Berkshire County Courthouse
street & number 76 East Street
city, town Pittsfield state MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the
»"e Cnmmnn”e.th nf M.c;.;"h,,c.Ni-i-.. has this property been determined eligible? yes -X_no
#001
1978 federal A state county local
Massachusetts Historical Commission
depository for survey records 80 Boylston Street
Boston Massachusetts

city, town state
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7. Description Berkshire Life Insurance Company Building, Pittsfield, MA

Condition Check one Check one
X_ excellent de_terlorated unaltered original site
good ruins x_ altered moved date
fair unexposed

(as indicated)

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

, The Berkshire Life Insurance Building, Pittsfield, is prominently sited at the
intersection of North and West Streets in downtown Pittsfield. Built in 1868,
it is a large masonry structure. Renaissance Revival in style, five stories in
height, with a flat roof. Due to demolition of adjacent properties the
building now stands somewhat isolated. It is prominently located at the
western edge of Park Sauare (NR 1975), the traditional institutional and
; commercial center of Pittsfield. Buildings in the vicinity date from the
mid-nineteenth century through the mid-twentieth century and range from three /
to six stories in height. The building's site slopes away to the west, so
that the basement is fully exposed at the structure's western end. The '
property occupies its lot fully and is somewhat irregular in form, being
essentially rectangular with the rear (western) portion 25 feet wider than the
front (eastern) portion. . i-11

The building achieved its present appearance as a result of three additions ¢
(see sketch map and key). The original (1868) Renaissance Revival-style
structure consisted of the easternmost section of the building. This building
was three stories in height, with a mansard roof, measured about 65 X 120
feet, and consisted of seven bays on North Street and thirteen bays on West
Street. A narrow wing protruded from the north side of the building, forming
the west wall of a light well with the adjoining building (since demolished).
In 1906, an annex measuring about 35 X 75 feet was constructed off the
northwest corner of the original building. In 1911, two stories were added to
the original structure and the annex and successfully augmented the initial
design. Finally, in 1927, a simple ell-shaped addition of only four stories
was constructed to extend the West Street elevation 95 feet and add about 45
feet to the west end of the annex. All these additions sensitively
maintained the original style, scale, and material of the building, yet each
addition is clearly discernible. At present, the building measures roughly 90
x 225 feet. It rests on a granite foundation and has a full basement.

The original building is of masonry bearing wall construction, with later
portions of steel frame construction. The base of the building is of Monson
granite, with a variety of facing materials on the upper elevations: the east
and south facades are faced with Nova Scotia freestone; the west facade with
buff-colored brick; and the north facade with red brick. The east facade's
first story was somewhat harshly altered in 1969, when it was covered with a
pebble and cement facing.

East Facade . vy

M itsnain (east) elevation, the buildi nq I S seven bays wde and franed

rusticated quoins onits up%re stories. 1tscentral bay contains the — eee
building's nain entrance. first story is mow covered wth a pebble dd
stucco applique added in 1969 while still “retaining the original tenestration

Gnt i nued
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arrangenent of round-arched wndow openi ngs flanking a round-arched entryway.

The upper stories of this facade continue the pattern of a slightly projecting
central bay flanked on each side by three bays through four additional stories
of varying heights. @ the second story, thecentral bay is flanked by paired
pilasters wth Corinthian capitals. The bay contains a rectangul ar wndow
wth a pedinented hood supported consol es. The flanking three bays consi st
of rectangul ar wndow openi ngs. e mddl e of these bays have _

? segnental -arched wndow hoods supported by consol es, while the other w ndows

A have sinple surrounds and flat lintels.

Asinple, intermediate cornice separates the second story fromthethird. The
central bay of thethird story is separated fromthe other bays by paired
Corinthian pilasters. This bay contains a segnental -arched wndow with a
sinple surround. Arosetteis |ocated above thewndow Wndows in the
flanking bays areidentical tothis central opening. Al are segnental arches
with surrounds and rosettes. Corinthian-order pilasters wth inset panels
separate each bay and support a full entablature wth prolre_ctl ng nodi | | i oned
cornice that separates thethird story fromthe fourth. This was originally
the cap for thebuilding, anansard roof rising above it, but theaddition of
tne :cjppe[]I two stories 1 n1911 have relegated it toan internediate positionon
the facade.

The central bay of thefourth story contains two unadorned rectangul ar w ndow
openings. The wndows i nflanking bay are al so rectangul ar, and equal |y
sinple. Broad, flat brackets set between each wndow support the sinple
corni ce above.

The fifth story is given an arcaded treatnent. The Corinthian pilasters
separating the bays rest upon substantial bases. Between thepilasters, each
base i s ornanented with sinple, recessed panels. Al wndows are round-headed
arches wth archivolt noldings and keystones. The pilasters support a tall,
deep entablature wth a sheet netal cornice ornanented wth dentils,
nmodi | lions, and soffit rosettes. Qnate copper cresting tops the entabl ature.

Sout h Facade

The present south facade is the result of three construction efforts (1868,
1911, and 1927). The main, five-story portion of the facade dates from 1868,
with the upper two stories being added in 1911. The four-story, westernmost
part of the facade is a 1927 addition. The basement story is faced with
Monson granite. The stone of the 1868 portion of the building is laid with

Continued
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rusticated joints, while that in the 1927 addition is smoothly finished and
laid. Window openings in the 1868 portion are rectangular. Because of the
manner in which the site slopes away to the west, the basement at the east end
of the facade is fully exposed at the building's southwestern end. In the
1927 addition, a recessed doorway at ground level is" flanked by a two-bay
storefront at the building's southwest corner and a three-bay parking garage
entrance.

The upper stories of the 1868/1911 portion of the building are symmetrically
organized. A central portion, three bays wide, is flanked by single, slightly
projecting bays. These are in turn flanked by four bays. The advanced bays
are demarcated by rusticated quoins. These are given simple capitals at the
first story. The window openings on the first story are rectangular with
simple surrounds, except for those in the center, three-bay-wide section,
which are round-headed arches with archivolt moldings and keystones. The
second-story windows are rectangular. Those in the advanced bays have
pedimented hoods supported by consoles. The center window in the center,
three-bay section has a segmental-arched hood supported by consoles. The
third-story windows are all segmentally arched openings with simple
surrounds. The windows in the advanced bays on this story are topped by
rosettes.

The two upper stories of this portion of the facade, constructed in 1911, are
organized in the same fashion as those below. The fenestration pattern for
these stories is identical to that described for the east facade.

The upper three stories of the 1927 addition are finished with Nova Scotia
freestone. Rusticated quoins are located at the ends of the addition's south
facade, between the first and second bays from the west end of the facade, and
between the fifth and sixth bays. Except for the first bay from the west end,
which contains a single window opening at each story, each bay contains paired
window openings. On the middle two stories, these are rectangular with simple
surrounds, while the upper story fenestration is segmental arched. An
intermediate cornice separates each story in the addition. The entablature at
the top additions continues that of the original 1868 portion of the

building.

The fourth and fifth stories of the 1906 annex, which were added in 1911, are
also visible from the south. They are red brick, with segmental-arched window
openings grouped in threes and fours. All windows have marble sills but are
otherwise unadorned.

Continued
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West Facade

The west facade fronts on McKay Street, a secondary roadway. The principal,
visible portion of the west facade dates from 1927. At the south end of the
facade, the granite and freestone treatment described above for the south
facade wraps around the corner for a single bay. The remainder of the west
facade of the 1927 addition is finished in buff-colored brick. Windows are
paired, rectangular openings. Simple, molded belt courses separate the upper
stories..

The fourth and fifth stories of the 1911 addition are also visible to the
south. These stories are finished in red brick. The upper two stories of the
1906 annex have segmental-arched window openings with marble sills. The upper
stories of the original building have rectangular openings with marble sills
and lintels at the fourth story and rectangular and round-headed arched
openings at the fifth story.

North Facade

This facade contains work from all four periods of the building's construction
and is quite simple, being the only portion of the structure not intended to
be viewed from the street. It is faced with red brick and contains
rectangular and segmental-arched window openings. Prior to the destruction of
the adjoining building in 1979, much of this facade was either party wall or
opened into lightwells.

Interior Features

The several additions tothe building have resulted in an asymmetrical floor
plan characteri zedng/ doubl e-1 oaded corridors. Notable interior features
Include an ornate netal stairway, narble and wal nut wai nscotting in sone

| ocations, and decorative plasterwork, principally an the second fl oor g1868)
ad fifth floor (1911). MNnerous alterations have greatly altered nos
interior spaces.

A chaeol ogy
The property holds |ittle or no archaeol ogical significance: the builgégrg]:]

occupies its entire parcel and any archaeol ogi cal renains would have
destroyed during the construction” process.



Sm Significance Berkshire Life Insurance Company Building, Pittsfield, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric ~_ __ community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 -~.architecture education ! Amilitary n social/
1700-1799 art engineering music ehumanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 .X_ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- , communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1868,1906, 1911, Builder/Architect Louis Weisbein
r2z7 _— - —— ~
statement of Significance (in oneparagrap n <

h R
The Berkshire Life Insurance Builofi ng, Pittsfield, isanonunental exanple of
19%th and earI?/ 20th century commercial architecture. The buildingretains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worknanship, feeling, and
association. Historically, itissignificant for itsassociationswththe
conmerci al  devel opnent of dowitown Pittsfield andthe conmunity's inportance J
as aregional financial center. The building served as thevirtual heart of
the communit?/ from 1868 t o 1910, housing four banks, the post office,
telegraph office, and tel ephone exchange, and, nost inportantly, the
headquarters of the Berkshire Life Insurance Gonpany, a nmaj or New Engl and :
assurance firm Architecturally, thebuilding is significant as afine
exanpl e of Renai ssance Revival styling, illustrating four phases of I
construction (1868, 1906, 1911, and 1927), wth thelater additions all _
conpl enentary to theoriginal 1868 structure. Both theoriginal building and * | -
subsequent additions were designed by significant Mssachusetts architects:
Boston architect Louis Véisbein designed the nain portion of the structure,
while locally inportant architects Henry Seaver and Janes MArthur Vance were
responsi bl e for subsequent additions. e Berkshire Life Insurance Building
11 one of thelargest commercial buildings west of the Connecticut Rver, rt thus neets
Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Hstoric Places onthelocal |evel,’

The building was constructed as the hone office of the Berkshire Life "

I nsurance Conpany, a maj or New England insurance firmfounded i n 1851 by _
forner Massachusetts governor George Nel son Briggs. itsconpletion in fi,
1868, the building housed three banks i naddition to theinsurance conpany e ;

offices. Asthe headquarters of these institutions, the building becane a
focal point for thefinancial life of Pittsfield and the surrounding area. i

The high-style design of the Berkshire Life I|nsurance Bui | ding attests” r

to the financial strength and inportance achieved by thetfirmwthin only

twenty years of its founding. e nunerous additions to thebuilding reflect

the continued growh and inportance of the Berkshire Life Insurance Conpany. ' d

The building al so housed the post office, telegraph, and tel ephone exchanges

of Pittsfield. The concentration of all these inportant activities in one

buil ding gave the structure an extrenely inportant position wthin the social '

and economic |ife of the community. The nunerous additions and expansions to

the building attest to thecontinued inportance of thefirns that occupied it

into the present day. Today, the building houses thePittsfield offices of. , /!. '
the Bank of Boston, as well as nunerous other businesses.

The quality of thesurviving interior finishes reinforce thetestimny of the
exterior. i thefifth floor, which was constructed for alocal businessnan's
club, thePark dub, in1911, the opul ence of the surviving interior finishes
speak tothewealth of Pittsfield s business coomunity at that tinmne.

Gont i nued



9. Major Bibliographical References
See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 46 acre

Quadrangle name Pittsfield, West Quadrangle scale 1-23,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheet

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state ocode county code

11. Form Prepared By

nametitle Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, MHG with Patrick OBannon, Pres. Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion date  Decenber, 1985

organization

80 Boylston Street (617)727-8470

street & number telephone

city or town Boston state MA 02116
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state JS local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature AAJI I CkSAAA2IIQ<

State Historic Preservation Officer
title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date

For NPS use only
| haraby”"7ify that this property isincluded inthe Nationai Register

Jfatioaal h date 7/ k

AttMt date
Chief of Registration
GPO 911 -399
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The Berkshire Life Insurance Building isa fine exanpl e of Renai ssance

Revival -style architecture, the only conmercial building of itstypein
Pittsfield. The building does not display any trend-setting stylistic or
design features, but it s awel 1-designed high-style structure constructed in
what was, essentially, a small town. /As such it offers eloquent testinony to
the quality of architecture availablein the region during this period. The
use of Nova Scotia freestone nakes the building unique both within Pittsfield
and throughout the surrounding area.

Perhaps the nost striking architectural feature of the building as it now
exists isthe quality and sensitivity of design used in the 1911 and 1927
additions. These additions display a startling synpathy to the original
design in their use of materials, scale, and detailing. The original building
and the two principal additions were designed by architectsresponsible for
nany of the nost inportant late 19th century buildings in Pittsfield.

Boston architect Louis Veishein designed the original (1868) building, which
wes constructed by local contractor D C Minyan. This san@ teamal so
designed and built the nearby Berkshire Gounty Gourthouse in 1871 (NR 1975).

The 1906 annex and the 1927 addition were designed by local architect Henry M
Seaver of the firmof Harding and Seaver. Seaver graduated fromMT in 1897
and entered the Boston office of Longfellow Aden and Harlow [n 1899, he
and George C Harding forned a partnership in Pittsfield. The firmpracticed
until 1921, when Harding died. Seaver then continued in practice alone until
his death in 1947. Seaver and his partner designed a nunier of inportant
buildings inPittsfield axd the surrounding area, including the Berkshire
NMiseumand YNGA

Local Pittsfield architect Janes MAthur Vance designed the tw upper stories
that were added to the building in 1911.  Vance graduated fromMT in 181 and
entered the office of Francis R Allen in Boston. In 18%4, he cane to
Pittsfield to superintend the construction of the Berkshire QGounty Savings
Bank Bui | di n? (\R 1975), located directly across North Street fromthe
Berkshire Lite |nsurance Building. Vance remained in Pittsfield,
practicing architecture, until his death in 1948. k¢ designed several

| nportant dowitown bui | dings, including the Berkshire Gounty Registry of Deeds
Burl ding, the Colonial and Palace Theatres, the First Baptist Church, and the
First Church of Christ, Scientist.

Wth the exception of the applied first-story facade on the east el evation,
the exterior of the building isvirtually identical to itsca. 1927
appearance. Excel | ent photographi ¢ docunentation of the original east facade
survives, and shows it to have contained a porticoed central entryway flanked

.. ont i nued
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by round-arched openings containing windows and secondary entries. Pilasters
with Doric capitols separated the bays. The portico was surmounted by a
simple entablatures and low balustrade. It is the owner's intention to
restore this facade as part of a certified rehabilitation.

A fire in 1979 destroyed an adjacent, unrelated building to the north, so the
Berkshire Life Building now stands as a detached structure. Its prominent
location at the western end. of Park Square gives it significance within the
context of Pittsfield's urban plan. As the only Renaissance Revival
commercial building in downtown Pittsfield, and a monumental example of the
style, as well as one of the oldest extant buildings in the city's business
district, the Berkshire Life Insurance Building is well worth listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

::24-CC18
10-31-87
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Section 9

Berkshire (MY Evening Eaqgle,
Decenber 19i f8.

Pittsfield (MY Journal, 10 January 1911; 18 Decenber 1911.

Pittsfield (MY Sun, 27 Decenber 1866; 18 July 1867; 30 July 1868.

Barker, ohn, The First Hundred Years (Pittsfield: Berkshire Life Insurance
M., 1951).

Bol twood, Edward, The History of Pittsfield, Mssachusetts; Fromthe

Year 1876t othe Year 1916, (Pittsfield;, City of Pittsfield, 1916).

Smth, JJEA, TheHistory of Pittsfield, (Berkshire County,) Massachusetts,
2v. (Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1869, 1976), 1:38. ~ ~

L

12 Septenber 1911; 10 Decenber 1977; I4-

Section 10

Starting at apoint located onthenorthwest corner of theintersectionof
North and Vst Streets, thence in anorthernly direction 64feet toapoint on the
west side of North Street. Thence i nawesternly direction 35feetto

a point, thence at aright angle i n anorthernly direction 15feet to a
point. Thence at aright angle i nawesternly direction feet toa point.
Thence at aright angle in anorthernly direction 26feet to apoint. Thence
at aright angle i nawesternly direction 61feet toapoint. Thence at
aright angle i nasouthernly direction 14 feet toapoint. Thence at a
right angle i nawesternly direction 85feet toapoint. Thence at a right
angle i n& southernly direction along theeast curb of MKay Street 89 feet

to apoint onathenorth curb of Vst Street. Thence along t he north

curb of Vst Street in aneasternly direction 224 feet tothestarting

point. This boundary includes all portions of theproperty i nBerkshire County
Deed Book v. 711, P 109 (30 August 1960).
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The Commonweath of Massachuseatts Pe
Office of the Secretary of State

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary £ g 19%6

M assachusetts Historical Commisson
Vderie A. Tdmage

E.xecutive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

January 21, 1986

Carol Shull :
NatiCTial Register of Historic Places

Departmait of Interior, National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127 Y%

Deaxr Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:

Hudson, FELTON STREET SCHX)L, 20 Felton Street, HCA completed

#0149-83rMA-83-0445, NS preliminary determinatiai that building is a
certified historic structure: 11/3/83.

Pittsfield, BERKSHIRE LIFE INSURANCE GCOMPANY BUILDING, 5--7 North Street,
HRCA pending #0619-84-flA-84-0625, NFS preliminary determinatiwi that
building is a certified historic structure: 9/28/84.

Templeton, BALDWINVILLE VILLA(E HISTORIC DISTRICT, Elm, Pleasant,
Memorial, South Main and Circle Streets.

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Ownas were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting
and were afforded the opportunity to commoit. Cominats received to date
are attached to the nominatiai forms.

Sncerely, A o

Sarah J. Zimmaman
Director, Preservatira Planner

Massachusetts Historical Commission " "o O
SJZ/Is 2J ! 'A .
mclosure N e o

80 Boylgon Street, Boston, Massachusdtts 02116 (617) 727-8470



