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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Major General Alexander Campbell, built his wood frame home at
Cherryfield, Maine in 1790. Passed from generation to generation, little
is documented about the home's original condition. It is known, however,
that the last major additions to this Post-Colonial house were made in
the 188Q's. Since then all but one of the out-buildings and the newest
wing have heen taken down.

... The two-story L-shaped structure has a southerly.orientation

with a front door surmounted by a triangular pediment with pilasters

on either side. Two nineteenth century Italianate bay windows frame

the front door. Above this first level is a second tier of five windows.
Of the side facades, the easterly is the more simple. This side has
only three windows: two on the first level and one on the second. The
much longer westerly facade is spanned across its length by a later
Victorian porch addition. Entrance to the house can be gained through
this side, which has four windows, one of which is a bay window. The °
ssecond floor on this side has eight windows, six panes over six. Two
stout chimneys emerge from opposite ends of the hiproof.

The General Campbell House is a home which combines many types
of domestic architecture, Spec¢ifically, this architecture encompasses
those additions and renovations which successive generations have made.
As such, the Campbell house truly embodies what a home means to its
inhabitants. It epitomizes tlie essencé of .what makes a building into a
place. . . - .
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Apart from its architectural merit, the Gen. Campbell House in Cherry~
field provides added interest because of the distinction of its original owner,
generally recognized as "the most distinguished man of his time in Eastern Maine."

Born in 1731 in Georgetown, Maine, of native Scotch parents, Alexander
Campbell became involved in military affairs as a young man during the French and

Indian War.

Rangers scouting "to the westward",
Company at Fort St. George.

In 1755 he served as a sergeant in Thomas Phillips Company of
and again, in 1757, in Capt. Jabez Bradley's
As a member of the American Contingent under the

comnand of Brigadier General Moncton, he participated in the seige and capture of

Quebec in 1759.

It was shortly thereafter that he and his wife's brother, Capt.

William Nickels, discovered, on the streets of Quebec two of the daughters of

the Preble family, who had been abducted from Day's Ferry by Indians in 1758

and sold to the French. (See Day's Ferry Historic District, N/R 2/20/75). Campbell
and Nickels, borrowing money from their commanding officer, obtained“ the gir1§
release and returned them to their grandfather, Samuel Harnden, who repald the

loan.

Following, the war, Campbell, with his wife, Elizabeth Nickels, whom he had
married in 1759, moved to Newcastle where he appears as an innkeeper and ferry-

man.
on the Tunk River,

Narraguagus River in Cherryfield and built a house on Shipyard Point.

Between 1766 and 1768 he moved to Steuben where he built a lumber mill
Evidently prospering in this effort, he moved his mill to the

By 1775

he had acquired over 200 acres of timberland in the Cherryfield region.

Campbell was closely involved with Col. John Allan in military operations

in Eastern Maine during the Revolution.
militia which he commanded with the rank of Lieut. Col.

Early in 1776 he raised a regiment of
At various times he

provided drafts of militia for securing the St. John River and for the defense

of Machias.

"the true state of the Eastern Country and procure assistance."
employed during the Penobscot Expedition and later enemy occupation defending
the country and quieting the minde of the inhabitants, and keeping the re-
presentatives of the British emmissaries from having the effect as was desired."
In 1792 he was awarded & 150 and 2000 acres in Whiting, Maine for his services.

He also travelled to Boston in 1777 to lay before the government

He was "wholly

Following the war he continued in the lumber business and, in 1790, built
the fine house on the hill in Cherryfield.

he was engaged in public service in various capacities.

From this time until his death in 1807
In 1785 he was appointed

Naval Officer for the District of Frenchman's Bay and, in 1789, Judge of the Court

of Common Pleas. He served as a Massachusetts State Senator from 1791—98 and, in 1793,
(See continuation sheet)
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was appointed to a three man commission to negotiate a treaty with the
Passamaquoddy Indians. His interest in education is evidenced by the fact
that he was a corporator of Washington Academy in Machias and was one of the
original overseers of Bowdoin College in 1794. In 1798 he was appointed
Major General of the Eighth Division.

He died while returning to Maine from one of his many trips to Boston.
He was active until the very end and his career places him among the front
rank of early Eastern Maine figures. His beautiful and substantial home
in Cherryfield is fitting testimony to his useful and energetic life.




